
Gender, Crime, and In-Justice: Course Information 
CJS 324-7101 (12892) / WGS 324-7101 (12893) 
Term: Fall 2018 
Mode: Online  
Credits: 3 

Instructor Information 
Dr. Katie Krafft 
Email: Course Messages in MyCourses or ekrafft@umassd.edu 
Phone: 508-999-8962 
Virtual office hours: Wednesday 6:30pm – 8:00pm 
 

This Course: Material, Process, and Outcomes 

Catalog Description 

An examination of the relationship(s) between gender and criminal offending; detection of and societal 
reaction to that offending; and victimization. We will look at the role gender and gendered experiences 
play in creating, legitimating, and perpetuating the fear of crime; on masculinity and the role it plays in 
defining offenders and victims, and on the unique challenges gender variation raises in the context of 
the criminal and legal systems. 

Prerequisite: Upper-class standing (45 credits or more) or permission of the instructor 

Description of this specific course 

In this course, we will be looking at a variety of different topics that explore the relationship between 
gender and the administration of justice, broken up into units. We will find that gender inevitably 
intersects with race, ethnicity, class, and sexuality. The first week of the course will be primarily 
introductions to the course and each other, after which we will get to the heart of the material. Unit 1 
will be short; it will explore the image and ideal of the nuclear family and its implications for marking 
some identities and behaviors as standard, and others as deviant. Unit 2 will explore reproductive justice 
along lines that do not often appear in mainstream discussion and debate. Unit 3 will examine sexual 
assault from multiple legal perspectives. Unit 4 will engage with legal treatment of prostitution and 
human trafficking, or commercial sexual exploitation. Unit 5 will look at the relationship between gender 
and incarceration, and Unit 6 will examine the victimization and criminalization of LGBT individuals and 
communities. You will see that there will be substantial overlap between the different topics of each 
unit, and by the last week or two of the semester, we will have developed an overall picture of the 
interaction between gender and the criminal justice system. 

mailto:ekrafft@umassd.edu


Required Text / Materials 

There will be no materials to buy for this course; all of our readings and videos will be available online. 

Expectations for Communication 

Please use email only when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask 
is about the course and other people in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in 
the “Ask Questions Here” discussion board forum. 

I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only, with the exception of 
Online Office Hours on Wednesdays from 6:30-8pm. You can expect a reply from me via email within 24 
hours during the workweek. You may get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be an 
exception, not the rule. I will also check the discussion forums daily Monday through Friday. I will post 
often during the first weeks of the course and then drop off in activity after students get comfortable 
with the format. I will always be excited to participate in lively discussion forums and will always reply to 
any discussion comment directed specifically at me. 

Time Considerations 

Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course 
assignments. While you may feel that I’m giving you a lot of information on a weekly basis, remember 
that in a traditional face-to-face course, you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an 
additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on assignments and reading. In our online course 
environment, the expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class hours” on your own, working on 
the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 

Course Outcomes 

By the end of this course, you will have foundational abilities to: 

• analyze different legal cases and determine the impact that gender has on legal decisions, on 
social norms that relate to legal decisions, and on understandings of criminality, innocence, and 
victimization within different populations 

• identify where gender, race, and economic class intersect in particular legal cases 
• create your own frameworks for analyzing legal decisions, both within the context of this course 

and in general 
• present and communicate organized and coherent arguments  
• demonstrate historical and contemporary understanding of systems of injustice, 

institutionalized violence, and structural oppression 
• distinguish and make connections between structures of power and forms of oppression (e.g., 

racism, sexism, heterosexism, classism, etc.) 
 



Assignments and Grading 

Your grade for this course will be comprised of 6 components, detailed below. You must contact me in 
advance of a missed or late assignment; failure to do so will result in the loss of five percent of the 
assignment's grade for every day that it is late. 

Most assignments will be due every Friday by 11:59 pm, and you may submit them at any point during 
the week. I have made every reading and assignment available now, in order to allow you to get a head 
start on readings and assignments in case there are weeks that you know in advance will be busy for 
you. The only things that will be due earlier than Friday will be Discussion Board posts and the 
occasional Voice Thread post – your initial posts in both of those activities will be due on their respective 
Wednesdays, so that your classmates will be able to read or listen to your posts and have time to 
respond. All due dates for all assignments are included in the assignment instructions, and of course let 
me know if you have any questions. 

Here are the general descriptions of the types of assignments, including their weight in your overall 
grade: 

1. Discussion Board Forums: 15% of the total final grade  

There will be a Discussion Board Brainstorm for each unit, excluding the introductory and concluding 
segments of the course, so six in all. Each will have specific questions and topics. For each forum, each 
student will be expected to leave at least THREE comments, at least two of which should be responses 
to other students’ thoughts. In order to ensure that we have productive discussions, keep the following 
guidelines in mind: 

Substantive participation in online discussions should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to 
peer’s comments 

• Ask insightful questions 
• Answer other people’s questions 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

• Feel free to share experiences that are related to the discussion. However! Remember that 
some of the topics that we will study and discuss may be sensitive, and you are never required 
to share anything that is not comfortable for you. You are always required, however, to be 
respectful if other participants share experiences that were troubling for them. If there are 
topics that come up that cause you to need to step away from the discussion, let me know. 



• You are free to challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner, or offer 
a different perspective on an idea that is being discussed, but be sure to be respectful and 
thoughtful 

• Give insights gained from materials that were assigned for the week. If parts of the material are 
confusing, ask others for clarification 

• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to 
your personal and professional life. 

• Share resources such as web links, books, articles, films, etc. that you have used to answer other 
participants’ questions, or that you find especially interesting and related to the topics in the 
course. (Remember, though, not to just copy and paste text from other sources, as that may be 
a violation of copyright law and would also constitute plagiarism).  
 

2. Critical Short Analyses: 20% of the total final grade  

There will be one critical short analysis assigned during each unit, excluding the introductory and 
concluding segments of course, so six in all. Each critical analysis will respond to specific prompts, and 
will also require that you create your own critical frameworks for assessing the questions. The 
frameworks that you develop in your critical analyses will feed into your Final Project, so they are also a 
good place to work out ideas and incorporate feedback. Each critical analysis will have different guiding 
questions; guidelines for the critical analysis are included within each prompt. Each critical analysis 
should be about two pages long (double-spaced, 12 point font). 

3. Personal Reflections: 20% of the total final grade  

There will be a personal reflection for each unit, including the introductory and concluding segments of 
the course, so eight in all. Your personal reflection will examine your thoughts coming into each unit and 
the ways that your thoughts on the topics have changed over the course of the unit, in response to 
either materials or online discussions with me and other students. This sort of reflection is important in 
the context of this course because the topics that we will be working with are very related to social 
norms, stereotypes, and assumptions that each of us carry around with us, and studying these topics 
carefully requires zooming out and seeing larger and multiple perspectives. There are detailed prompts 
for each personal reflection. 

4. Participation: 5% of the total final grade  

There will be a small handful of Voice Threads throughout the semester, and each of you will be asked 
to participate at least twice in each Voice Thread. There will be specific questions in each Voice Thread, 
and in each of them, your first contribution will answer the specific questions, and your second 
comment will be in response to a fellow student. You are, of course, welcome to add more comments to 
each thread!  



5. Exploration assignments: 20% of the total final grade  

There will be three assignments over the course of the semester that ask you to take your research of 
the topics into the real world in various ways. Two of these assignments will involve interviews with 
friends, family, or colleagues, and one of them will involve an examination of implicit biases. Detailed 
instructions for each of these three assignments are provided during the relevant unit/week. 

6. Final Project: 20% of the total final grade 

The nature and content of the final project will be responsive to your own developing interests as the 
semester progresses, and it may take the form of an academic paper or an alternative form, such as a 
website, film, visual presentation, journalistic piece, or anything else that will suitably convey your ideas, 
arguments, and research. 5% of this grade will take the form of a preliminary brainstorm regarding the 
form and content of the final project in Week 6, as well as an annotated list of sources and/or a detailed 
plan or outline of the project in Week 9 (which should also help you avoid leaving all this work until the 
last moment!).  

Grade Breakdown: 

Discussion board forums: 15% 
Critical Analyses:  20% 
Personal Reflections:   20% 
Participation:   5% 
Exploration Assignments: 20% 
Final Project:   20% 
    = 100% 
 

Tutoring 

If you have difficulty with the coursework, please contact me directly using the contact information 
listed at the top of this document, or contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support, either in 
person in Liberal Arts 007 or at 508-999-8708. For help with writing assignments you can also make use 
of online writing tutoring. Online tutoring can also be accessed by clicking the "Online Tutoring" link at 
the top of the myCourses Dashboard. 

Technical Help 

24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses support portal. 
Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found on the Technical 
Resources page. 

 

https://www.etutoring.org/login.cfm?auth=student&institutionID=323
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/


Weekly Schedule of Readings, Activities, and Assignments 

Introduction 

Week 1: Wednesday, Sept 5 – Friday, Sept 7 

• Materials: 
o Welcome page  
o Syllabus 

• Activities: 
o Voice thread: Who are you? What are you studying generally, and why? Why are you 

interested in this course? What are two ways that you see gender interacting with the 
criminal and legal systems? 

• Assignments: 
o Personal Reflection 

Unit 1: The nuclear family as a political and legal ideology 

Week 2: Monday, Sept 10 – Friday, Sept 14 

Intro and Outcomes: This unit is only one week long, and it's meant to act as a starting point for the rest 
of the material that we'll be looking at this semester. By the end of this unit, you will be able to: 

• identify the characteristics of the so-called nuclear family 
• identify the characteristics that deviate from those in the nuclear family 
• develop hypotheses relating to populations that deviate from the idealized nuclear family and 

their treatment within the criminal justice system (we will revisit these hypotheses at the end of 
the semester!) 

We are beginning with this topic because the idealized structure of the nuclear family is a very key 
component of how social norms and institutions view individuals and populations. Those that seem to fit 
into the idealized structure come into contact with legal and criminal justice systems in different ways 
than those that do not seem to fit into the idealized structure, so the first step for us is to examine that 
idealized structure, the characteristics of those who fit into it, the characteristics of those who don't, 
and the effects that it has on perceptions of criminality and innocence. The small array of materials this 
week will give us a clear snapshot of the idealized structure, and your critical analysis will create a 
framework that we will take forward with us. 

• Materials: 
o Video: “Origin of Everything: Where does the Nuclear Family Come From?” PBS.org. 

December 5, 2017. https://www.pbs.org/video/where-does-the-nuclear-family-come-
from-0s0tvw/  

o Video: Post-war public service film from the United States of America War Office and 
RKO Pathe, 1950. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WEzqw-1vTU 

https://www.pbs.org/video/where-does-the-nuclear-family-come-from-0s0tvw/
https://www.pbs.org/video/where-does-the-nuclear-family-come-from-0s0tvw/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WEzqw-1vTU


o Reading: Interview with Elaine Tyler May on women and work in the postwar era. 
PBS.org. https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/tupperware-may/ 

• Activities: 
o Discussion Board Forum 

• Assignments: 
o Critical Analysis  
o Personal Reflection 

Unit 2: Reproductive justice beyond pro and con 

Week 3: Monday, Sept 17 – Friday Sept 21 

Intro and Outcomes: In this unit, we will be examining different aspects of reproductive justice, but they 
are aspects that do not often enter into mainstream discussions and debates about reproductive rights. 
The aspects that we will be looking at have historical roots, and they are very informed by the 
intersection of gender, race, ethnicity, and class. 

This unit will be two weeks long, so you will see that the material is broken up into two different folders. 
By the end of this unit, you will be able to: 

• Identify several core components of reproductive justice beyond contraception and abortion 
• Analyze trends in reproductive justice policy that take into account the intersections of gender, 

race, ethnicity, and economic class 
• Connect current trends in access to reproductive justice to historical foundations of 

reproductive, gender, and racial politics in the United States 

As we move through this material, ask yourselves whether or not these are the topics that are regularly 
discussed in the context of reproductive rights, and if not, why not? Are these histories that are 
commonly known within the general population? If not, why not? What are the probable reasons that 
these histories and topics are not commonly discussed? Does it have to do with the populations that are 
most affected by these histories and policies? These are the kinds of questions that you will want to be 
thinking about, particularly as you dive into the assignments for this unit. 

• Materials: 
o Video: Ana Maria Garcia, “La Operación: Background”. 1982. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6XEuu_auR8 
o Video: Madlena, Chavala, Corey G. Johnson and Ana Kasparian. “Sterilized Behind Bars.” 

Produced by the Center for Investigative Reporting and The Young Turks. 2013. 
https://www.revealnews.org/article/video-sterilized-behind-bars/  

o Reading: Tazkargy, Ariel. “From Coercion to Coercion: Voluntary Sterilization Policies in 
the United States.” Law and Inequality 135. 2014. Available online through the library. 

• Activities:  
o Discussion Board Brainstorm 

• Assignments: 
o Exploration Assignment  

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/tupperware-may/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6XEuu_auR8
https://www.revealnews.org/article/video-sterilized-behind-bars/


Week 4: Monday, Sept 23 – Friday Sept 28 
• Materials: 

o Reading: Martin, Nina and Renee Montagne. “Nothing Protects Black Women From 
Dying in Pregnancy and Childbirth.” ProPublica.org. December 7, 2017. 
https://www.propublica.org/article/nothing-protects-black-women-from-dying-in-
pregnancy-and-childbirth 

o Reading: Waldman, Annie. “How Hospitals Are Failing Black Mothers.” ProPublica.org. 
December 27, 2017. https://www.propublica.org/article/how-hospitals-are-failing-
black-mothers 

o Reading: Grayson, Deborah R. "Mediating Intimacy: Black Surrogate Mothers and the 
Law." Critical Inquiry 24:2 (1998): 525-46. Available online through the library. 

• Assignments: 
o Critical Analysis 
o Personal Reflection 

Unit 3: Sexual Assault and the Criminal Justice System 

Week 5: Monday, Oct 1 – Friday, Oct 5 

Intro and Outcomes: This unit will last three weeks, because there are a number of issues related to the 
treatment and prevalence of sexual assault that especially clearly highlight the relationship between 
social norms and the functioning of the criminal justice system. By the end of this unit, you will be able 
to: 

• explain the difference between the adjudication of assault allegations in universities/Title IX 
cases and criminal procedures 

• identify popular misconceptions about sexual assault and sexual assault allegations  
• explain the difference between an inquisitorial system of law and an adversarial system of law 

and the effects of the adversarial system on sexual assault allegations and trials 

As we saw in the last unit, there is a strong connection between social norms and the ways that the legal 
and criminal justice system works. In the first week of this unit, we’ll be looking at Title IX regulations 
and the ways that sexual assault allegations play out, and are meant to play out, in universities and 
colleges. Part of the reason that we’re beginning with Title IX is that it clearly makes the connection 
between sexual assault and civil rights, and so it offers us a framework as we move through this unit – 
do we often think of sexual assault as a violation of civil rights? As we move onto the second week, we’ll 
examine the ways in which interpretation of the experience of victims informs the ways that both 
universities and colleges and the criminal justice system responds to reports of sexual assault. Finally, in 
the third week, we’ll be analyzing guidelines for law enforcement while taking reports from victims, and 
using those guidelines to think about failures and missteps of the criminal justice system’s response to 
sexual assault allegations; we’ll also be analyzing the effects of the adversarial system of law on trials 
involving sexual assault allegations. 

https://www.propublica.org/article/nothing-protects-black-women-from-dying-in-pregnancy-and-childbirth
https://www.propublica.org/article/nothing-protects-black-women-from-dying-in-pregnancy-and-childbirth
https://www.propublica.org/article/how-hospitals-are-failing-black-mothers
https://www.propublica.org/article/how-hospitals-are-failing-black-mothers


A final introductory note: the readings for this unit will be somewhat dry and legal on one hand, and 
somewhat explicit on the other hand. Let me know if you have any concerns about this.  

• Materials:  
o Video: “My Rapist Is Still on Campus: Sexual Assault in the Ivy League”. Time. February 9, 

2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDG67KzDUbQ 
o Reading: Section A (Scope of Title IX) and Section D4 (Sex-Based Harassment) of the Title 

IX Resource Guide. U.S. Dept. of Education Office for Civil Rights. April 2015. 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-title-ix-coordinators-guide-
201504.pdf  

o Reading: “Dear Colleague” Letter. U.S. Dept. of Education Office for Civil Rights. April 4, 
2011. https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201104.pdf  

o Reading: “Q&A on Campus Sexual Misconduct”. U.S. Dept. of Education Office for Civil 
Rights. September 2017. https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/qa-title-ix-
201709.pdf?  

• Assignments: 
o Personal Reflection 
o Exploration Assignment 

 

Week 6: Tuesday, Oct 9 – Friday, Oct 12 (Short week – Columbus Day) 

• Materials: 
o Reading: Miller, T. Christian and Ken Armstrong. “An Unbelievable Story of Rape.” 

ProPublica.org and the Marshall Project. December 16, 2015. 
https://www.propublica.org/article/false-rape-accusations-an-unbelievable-story 

o Reading: “The Criminal Justice System: Statistics”. RAINN.org. 
https://www.rainn.org/statistics/criminal-justice-system 

o Reading: Tolentino, Jia. “Is There A Smarter Way To Think About Sexual Assault On 
Campus?” The New Yorker. February 19, 2018. 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/02/12/is-there-a-smarter-way-to-think-
about-sexual-assault-on-campus  

• Activities: 
o Discussion Board Forum 

• Assignments: 
o Developing preliminary thoughts on the final project 

Week 7: Monday, Oct 15 – Friday, Oct 19 

• Materials: 
o Reading: Archambault, Joanne and Kimberly A. Lonsway. “Interviewing the Victim: 

Techniques Based on the Realistic Dynamics of Sexual Assault.” End Violence Against 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDG67KzDUbQ
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-title-ix-coordinators-guide-201504.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-title-ix-coordinators-guide-201504.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201104.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/qa-title-ix-201709.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/qa-title-ix-201709.pdf
https://www.propublica.org/article/false-rape-accusations-an-unbelievable-story
https://www.rainn.org/statistics/criminal-justice-system
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/02/12/is-there-a-smarter-way-to-think-about-sexual-assault-on-campus
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/02/12/is-there-a-smarter-way-to-think-about-sexual-assault-on-campus


Women International. May 2007 / July 2017. pp 9-29 (on interview tactics), 49- 52 (on 
considerations of the investigator’s gender) 
http://www.evawintl.org//Library/DocumentLibraryHandler.ashx?id=657  

o Video: “He Said, She Said: Testifying at a Sexual Assault Trial.” CBC News. November 23, 
2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_IIs_lxndA  

• Activities: 
o Voice Thread 

• Assignments: 
o Critical Analysis 

Unit 4: Prostitution and Human Trafficking 

Week 8: Monday, Oct 22 – Friday, Oct 26:  

Intro and Outcomes: In the last unit, we examined what constitutes a “credible, innocent” victim within 
the criminal justice system, and we explored the ways that it has extreme implications for those who get 
wrapped up in commercial sexual exploitation. In this unit, we will continue to think about the ways that 
laws and policies interact with trauma, particularly when that trauma intersects with class, ethnicity, 
race, gender, and different manifestations of sex work. By the end of this unit, you will be able to: 

• Differentiate between prostitution and commercial sexual exploitation 
• Identify social stereotypes about prostitution and victims of human trafficking 
• Develop hypotheses about how these stereotypes affect the treatment of individuals involved in 

prostitution and commercial sexual exploitation within the criminal justice system 
• Analyze the use of language in social and legal assessments of prostitutes and those who are 

victims of trafficking, and how that language influences legal outcomes 

Given the obstacles that are facing those are wrapped up in commercial sexual exploitation or even 
voluntary sex work, we will also be examining social and legal arguments for and against the legalization 
of prostitution. 

• Materials: 
o Video: “Human Trafficking: Rachel Lloyd at TedxUChicago 2012.” Tedx Talks. May 25, 

2012. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ij_6iMi9gA&t=210s  
o Reading: Kaufman, Leslie. “Finding a Future for a Troubled Girl With A Past.” New York 

Times. September 15, 2004. https://www.nytimes.com/2004/09/15/nyregion/finding-a-
future-for-a-troubled-girl-with-a-past.html?pagewanted=all  

o Reading: Mullen, Katherine and Rachel Lloyd. “The Passage of the Safe Harbor Act and 
the Voices of Sexually Exploited Youth.” Jill Laurie Goodman and Dorchen A. Leidholdt, 
eds. Lawyer’s Manual on Human Trafficking: Pursuing Justice for Victims. Supreme Court 
of the State of New York, First Department and New York State Judicial Committee on 
Women in the Courts. 2013. 

http://www.evawintl.org/Library/DocumentLibraryHandler.ashx?id=657
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_IIs_lxndA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ij_6iMi9gA&t=210s
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/09/15/nyregion/finding-a-future-for-a-troubled-girl-with-a-past.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/09/15/nyregion/finding-a-future-for-a-troubled-girl-with-a-past.html?pagewanted=all


https://www.nycourts.gov/ip/womeninthecourts/pdfs/MULLEN%20_HUMAN%20TRAFF
ICKING_1_d.pdf  

• Activities: 
o Discussion Board Brainstorm 

• Assignments: 
o Critical Analysis 

Week 9: Monday, Oct 29 – Friday, Nov 2 

• Materials:  
o Reading: Weitzer, Ronald. Legalizing Prostitution: From Illicit Vice to Lawful Business. 

New York University Press, 2012. Chapters 1 and 4. Available online through the library. 
o Video: “The Laws that Sex Workers Really Want: Juno Mac.” TED. June 13, 2016. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vc-n852sv3E  
• Assignments: 

o Final project outline and annotated list of sources 
o Personal reflection 

Unit 5: Criminalization and Incarceration 

Week 10: Monday, Nov 5 – Friday, Nov 9 

Intro and Outcomes: In Unit 4, we explored the ways that the label of “criminal” is applied to certain 
populations more than others, based on social stereotypes of the way that gender, race, ethnicity, and 
class intersect. In this unit, we will be examining some specific forms of criminalization and punishment 
and the way that perceptions of gender, race, ethnicity, and class result in specific forms of 
stigmatization, criminalization, and treatment. By the end of this unit, you will be able to: 

• identify the relationship between gender and trauma within the criminal justice system and 
imprisonment 

• analyze issues relating to release and re-entry as they pertain to gender and trauma 
• incorporate examinations of youth into your already-developed framework for analyzing the 

relationship between gender, race, ethnicity, and class and the legal and criminal justice 
systems. 

The first week of this unit, we will look at gendered trauma as a predictor for incarceration, and the 
obstacles that women face during release and re-entry. The second week will examine the ways that 
children are perceived as being “men” and “women” based on social stereotypes, and the responses of 
the criminal justice system and other institutions to these misperceptions. 

• Materials:  
o Reading: Nixon, Vivian. “The Need for Trauma-Informed Approach to Female 

Incarceration.” The Regulatory Review. Feb. 28, 2017. 

https://www.nycourts.gov/ip/womeninthecourts/pdfs/MULLEN%20_HUMAN%20TRAFFICKING_1_d.pdf
https://www.nycourts.gov/ip/womeninthecourts/pdfs/MULLEN%20_HUMAN%20TRAFFICKING_1_d.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vc-n852sv3E


https://www.theregreview.org/2017/02/28/nixon-trauma-informed-female-
incarceration/ 

o Video: Birman, Daniel H. “Sentencing Children Part 1: Cyntoia’s Story.” PBS Independent 
Lens. 2017. http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/videos/sentencing-children-cyntoias-
story/ (Much of this footage was taken from Birman’s 2011 film about Cyntoia Brown, 
Me Facing Life) 

o Reading: Hager, Eli. “From Prison to PhD: The Redemption and Rejection of Michelle 
Jones.” The Marshall Project. Sept. 13, 2017. 
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2017/09/13/from-prison-to-ph-d-the-redemption-
and-rejection-of-michelle-jones#.pAny6CRWb  

• Activities: 
o Discussion Board Brainstorm 

• Assignments: 
o Critical Analysis 

Week 11: Tuesday, Nov 13 – Friday, Nov 16 (Short week – Veterans Day) 

• Materials: 
o Reading: Flynn, Sean. “The Tamir Rice Story: How to Make a Police Shooting Disappear.” 

GQ. July 14, 2016. https://www.gq.com/story/tamir-rice-story  
o Reading: “Black Boys Viewed as Older, Less Innocent Thank Whites, Research Finds.” 

American Psychological Association, March 6, 2014. 
http://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2014/03/black-boys-older.aspx  

o Reading: “Black Girls Matter: Executive Summary.” African American Policy Forum. 
February, 2015. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/54d21c9ee4b05
35ab80a10ed/1423056030631/BlackGirlsMatter_ExecutiveSummary.pdf  

• Assignments: 
o Exploration Assignment 
o Personal Reflection 

Unit 6: LGBTQI* Victimization and Criminalization 

Week 12: Monday, Nov 19 – Wednesday, Nov 21 (Short week – Thanksgiving) 

Intro and outcomes: In this unit, we will be looking at some of the historical foundations of what used to 
be called the gay liberation movement. Today, the LGBTQI* movement is relatively mainstream and far-
reaching, but that has been the result of a relatively short and extremely dramatic battle for human and 
civil rights. We will begin in Week 12 with an examination of the Stonewall Uprising, commonly 
recognized as the beginning of the gay rights movement, and in Week 13, we will examine some more 
recent cases and mainstream depictions. 

https://www.theregreview.org/2017/02/28/nixon-trauma-informed-female-incarceration/
https://www.theregreview.org/2017/02/28/nixon-trauma-informed-female-incarceration/
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/videos/sentencing-children-cyntoias-story/
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/videos/sentencing-children-cyntoias-story/
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2017/09/13/from-prison-to-ph-d-the-redemption-and-rejection-of-michelle-jones#.pAny6CRWb
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2017/09/13/from-prison-to-ph-d-the-redemption-and-rejection-of-michelle-jones#.pAny6CRWb
https://www.gq.com/story/tamir-rice-story
http://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2014/03/black-boys-older.aspx
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/54d21c9ee4b0535ab80a10ed/1423056030631/BlackGirlsMatter_ExecutiveSummary.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/54d21c9ee4b0535ab80a10ed/1423056030631/BlackGirlsMatter_ExecutiveSummary.pdf


A note about terminology: we used to simply use the term “gay and lesbian”, but over the last couple 
decades, it has become common to use the term LGBT, meaning lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
sometimes LGBTQI*, meaning lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and all other 
variations of gender and sexual fluidity. It would, of course, be possible to have an entire course on the 
relationship between LGBTQI* communities and the legal and criminal justice systems, but as we have 
developed a number of different frameworks and analyses so far this semester, we will be able to do 
some very nuanced work on this topic during this unit. By the end of this unit, you will be able to: 

• connect historical gay liberation movements with contemporary issues 
• identify the places where the victimization of LGBTQI* communities in society meets their 

further victimization by the legal and criminal justice systems 
• analyze the mainstream depictions of transgender individuals within the context of their 

treatment within the legal and criminal justice systems 

Some of the films and readings that we will move through in this unit will also illuminate the force of 
implicit biases when it comes to gender identification, and we will make efforts to examine those 
implicit biases and the effects that they have on the lives of individuals. This unit will be a chance to 
access many of the forms of analyses that we have developed this semester. 

• Materials:  
o Video: “The Stonewall Inn.” NY State Parks. March 21, 2017. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JaAwtO3UUpM  
o Video: Kasino, Michael. “Pay It No Mind: The Life and Death of Marsha P. Johnson.” Oct. 

15, 2012. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjN9W2KstqE  
• Activities:  

o Discussion Board Brainstorm 
• Assignments: 

o Personal Reflection 

Week 13: Monday, Nov 26 – Friday, Nov 30 

• Materials:  
o Reading: Erdely, Sabrina Rubin. “The Transgender Crucible.” Rolling Stone. July 30, 2014. 

https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/the-transgender-crucible-114095/ 
o Video: “’Black Trans Bodies Are Under Attack’: Activist CeCe McDonald, Actress Laverne 

Cox Speak Out” Parts 2 and 3. Democracy Now. Feb. 19, 2014. Part 2: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Ep-cuc3UGw. Part 3: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSYlx9wHKdA  

o Video: “’That’s my sister: transgender life in jail and on the street.” The Guardian. March 
30, 2016. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXunQkqGEbE  

• Assignments: 
o Critical Analysis 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JaAwtO3UUpM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjN9W2KstqE
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/the-transgender-crucible-114095/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Ep-cuc3UGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSYlx9wHKdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXunQkqGEbE


Conclusion and review: reading the world 

Week 14: Monday, Dec 3 – Friday, Dec 7 

• Intro: We made it! Over the course of the next few days, we will do a little review and recap of 
some of the topics that we have covered this semester, and we will jump back on a Voice Thread 
to talk a little about what we have learned and where we are going. This week, we’ll just have 
one (fairly entertaining!) video to watch, one Voice Thread, and one Personal Reflection – since 
your final project is due on December 12, I didn’t want to overload us this week. The final week 
of the semester, Week 15, is really only one day – Monday, Dec. 10, so there are no assignments 
or readings for Week 15. Just know that Dec. 10 will be the last possible day to send questions 
about the final project! And when you are ready to submit the final project, you will find the 
place to upload it at the bottom of this page! // It’s the home stretch! 

• Materials: 
• Activities: 

o Voice Thread 
• Assignments: 

o Personal Reflection 

Week 15: Monday, Dec 10 

Last day to email any final questions about the final project! I will respond to any questions sent my way 
by 11:59 pm! 

 

Final Project Due December 12 by 11:59 pm! 
 

University and Class Policies, Regulations, and Expectations 

The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to 
encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and 
analytical thinking skills. In many courses, including this one, students and faculty examine and analyze 
challenging and controversial topics. 

If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss 
the matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center 
(online at http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/ or by calling 508-999-8648 or – 8650), or the Victim 
Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, (online at 
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ or by calling 508-910-4584). In an emergency, contact the 
Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. 

http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/


UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty 
follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, 
abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email. 

These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, 
relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate 
appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member requires 
that the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure that the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even 
if the student requests that the disclosure not be shared. 

For confidential support and assistance, visit: http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/  

Plagiarism/Cheating Policy 

All University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of 
academic integrity and scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate cheating of any variety, 
whether as a result of dishonesty or ignorance of academic rules or scholarly procedures. For more 
information on this: http://www.umass.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm 

A student found guilty of cheating or plagiarism is subject to severe disciplinary action, which may 
include expulsion from the university. Please refer to the Student Handbook 
(http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/) for due process. 

Any student caught cheating in this course will be subject to penalties, the severity of which will reflect 
the severity of the particular instance of cheating or plagiarizing. This could mean anything from 
rewriting or failing the assignment in question to automatically failing the course and being referred to 
the Student Judicial Affairs Coordinator. 

Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and integrity are 
necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all academic work be wholly 
the product of an identified individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the 
assistance of others is explicitly acknowledged and deemed appropriate by the instructor of the course. 
Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the University community, and breaches of 
academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 

Withdrawals and Incompletes 

According to the university catalogue, an Incomplete grade [temporarily appearing as I on your 
transcript] may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the discretion of the instructor and at the 
student's request no more than 48 hours after the final exam or class. The student must be passing the 
course at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing that the instructor believes that upon 

http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/


completion of the work, the student will pass the course. If the work is not completed with one year of 
recording the I, the grade will automatically and irreversibly become an F(I). 

To get a temporary grade of I [incomplete] for this course at least 70% of the course must be completed 
by the end of the term and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you 
require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the 
incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 

Accessibility 

In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations 
to obtain equal access in this course, please let me know at the beginning of the semester and provide 
the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is 
obtained when you bring proper documentation to the Center for Access and Success, located in Pine 
Dale Hall Room 7136, reachable by phone at 508-999-8711 or via email at access_success@umassd.edu.  
Please visit http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ for more information about services available and procedures. 

UMass Dartmouth policies regarding equal opportunity, discrimination, harassment, and sexual violence 
apply to all learning environments wherever they are located and from wherever they are taught. This 
applies to all UE face-to-face, off campus, blended, and online courses. Please see the Office of Diversity, 
Equity & Inclusion policies page at https://www.umassd.edu/eeo/boardoftrusteesuniversitydocuments/  
for more information. 

Grade Appeals & Extra Credit 

Students have three days after grades are posted for individual assignments or for the course overall to 
appeal their grade with me. After this time period, all grades are final. There will not be an opportunity 
to ‘make up grades’ by doing additional work – the grading criteria set in the syllabus will be followed as 
stated. 

University Etiquette and Behaviors 

In accordance with maintaining a respectful and academic setting in the classroom, the following rules 
and regulations are expected:  

• Racism, Sexism, Heterosexism, Ageism, Classism and any other form of hatred will not be 
tolerated in this course.    

• Operate with respect for everyone in the course. Don’t assume you have had the same life 
experiences as your fellow students; conversely, don’t assume you have had radically different 
life experiences from your fellow students. Come into this course knowing that we probably 
have no idea what experiences exist amongst others.    

mailto:access_success@umassd.edu
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/eeo/boardoftrusteesuniversitydocuments/


• Exercise heightened sensitivity when we cover sensitive topics (anything to do with violence, 
hatred and harm is a sensitive topic). Make sure that your statements are not hurtful to those of 
us having to hear or read them.   
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