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English 390, Detective Fiction 
 

Reading List:

Arthur Conan Doyle, The Hound of the Baskervilles 

Agatha Christie, The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, The ABC Murders 

Dashiell Hammett, Red Harvest, The Maltese Falcon  

Raymond Chandler, The Big Sleep; Farewell, My Lovely 

Ross Macdonald, The Chill, The Underground Man 

Elmore Leonard, Killshot 

Walter Mosley, Devil in a Blue Dress 

Sue Grafton, A is for Alibi 

 Besides these twelve novels (many available from online outlets for as little as 

1¢ plus shipping), you will read one more detective novel of your own choosing (to 

use for our fourth online discussion), and we will also read a set of twenty short 

stories and several critical and biographical essays for the research papers (the 

stories and essays can be downloaded free from the course site).  The reading is not 

exceptionally difficult, but there’s a lot of it, close to 4,000 pages total, and you’ll 

have to read it all to do well.  Do not take the course if you can’t do the reading.   

 

Course Objectives:  

A literary scientist wishing to study the origins and evolution of a genre could 

hardly do better than to focus on the genre of detective fiction, which we can track 

from its relatively recent origin in the 1840s through a series of well-defined stages.  

It is also the only major genre most Americans can study in the original texts, as it 

developed almost entirely in English.  By the end of the course, students should be 

able to engage in literary analysis that includes close reading, logical argumentation, 

and use of evidence from primary and secondary sources; identify key features of 

the genre and trace their development; undertake research using reliable sources; 

and locate our genre in the contexts of the literary canon and major critical schools.  

 

Requirements: 

This is a blended course, in which much of our work will be done online.  No late 

work will be accepted and no Incompletes will be given: you must keep up with the 

work to pass the course.  Your grade will be based on four components:  

o nine online quizzes on the readings (5% each, so 45% of your total grade) 

o four online class discussions (5% each, so 20%) 

o midterm and final essay examinations (10% each, so 20%)  

o a 3000-word research paper: all materials will be provided online (15%) 


