
NOTE: THIS SYLLABUS IS STILL UNDER CONSTRUCTION: READINGS NOT FINALIZED, 
ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO TWEAKING, ETC. BUT THIS SHOULD GIVE YOU THE GENERAL IDEA. 

 
HST 401-01 / HST 521-01 & -8101 GRADUATE SEMINAR: 

Urban Crucibles: Cities in the Early American Republic, 1776-1860 
Fall 2018   W 5:00-7:30  Room [LARTS]-333 

Prof. Len Travers  Phone: 508-999-8313.  email: len.travers@umassd.edu. 
Office: LARTS-332; Hours: MWF 10:00-11:00, 12:-12:50 or by appointment. 

Course Objectives: 
• Undergraduate students: the History Seminar is the “capstone” course for your career as 

a History undergraduate. It is your opportunity to apply what you have learned about 
historical research, analysis, and writing by producing a substantial, original paper (20-
25 pages) adhering to the traditional methods & standards of the discipline. 

• Graduate/professional enrollees: your needs in this course differ somewhat, but by and 
large the same goals and standards will apply.   

 
In the newly independent United States, phenomenal population growth, bustling 

commerce, and industrialization transformed the larger coastal towns of colonial America into 
burgeoning cities. By the time of the Civil War, explosive territorial expansion and 
revolutionary transportation capabilities had created new ones all the way to the very banks of 
the Mississippi. Centers of progress science, culture and opportunity they were, surely, but also 
hubs of crime, poverty, disorder, and inequality. This course will sample some of these places 
and issues, and students will conduct research of their own into urban spaces, peoples, and 
times of their choosing. 
 
Required Readings: 

[few, if any, texts; I expect most readings to be chapter excerpts or scholarly articles available ether 
through the UMD Library catalog, or on the MyCourses website.] 
 
(And if you don’t have the following, or something very similar, please get it – we will use the 
Chicago Manual of Style format for footnotes, bibliography, etc.): 

• Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 7th ed. [or any edition, really] 
(New York, 2006). 

 
Nuts & Bolts: Stuff You Need to Know About the Course: 
 
Evaluation: 

Preliminary topic selection & bibliography (Week 5: 2-3 pages)  15 points 
Leading class discussion of readings      15 
Prelim. Introduction, Bibliography to your paper (Week 8: 5 pages) 20 
First Draft (Week 10)        40 
Final Draft (Week 15)        80 
In-Class Presentation        20 
Overall Participation        20 
                   210 points 
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I will take your accumulated points and divide that sum by 210 for your course grade. 
 

• All assignments will be due in class when indicated. Assignments turned in after the 
class session at which they are due will lose 20% from their scores, and a further 10% for 
each day after that.  

o As a very reasonable codicil to the above, If you have an assignment written, but 
cannot get to class, e-mail it to me that day. That “covers” you, and I will take the 
hard copy as soon as you can get it to me. Follow this rule for any unscheduled 
class cancellations. 

• Referring to the above: your Preliminary Introduction, First Draft, and Final Draft (i.e. 
weeks 8, 10, and 15) must be documented, i.e. footnoted. It is vital in a seminar that 
stresses critical reading, research, and historical methodology that you cite your sources.  
Undocumented final papers will receive failing grades. 

 
Expectations: 
 Owing to the nature of the course, and your “veteran undergraduate/graduate” status, I 
have the right to expect certain things of you: 

• That you complete all readings. These are “bulked up” at the first half of the course. 
These are intended to provide you with concrete examples of the kind of biographical 
thinking I’d like you to do, and will be the basis for class discussions. 

• Speaking of which, I expect you to participate in class discussions at every meeting. You 
are being graded on this. You don’t have to have something brilliant to say every time, 
but stay involved; ask questions, make observations, comments, etc. 

• That you have basic research skills: using bibliographies, library catalogs, inter-library 
loan, internet search, document analysis, etc. If not, you must ask for help, from me or 
from the Library reference staff. 

• That you are capable of working independently on your projects. This usually translates 
to that most vital of student skills: time management. Start early on your projects and 
keep at them consistently. Don’t tolerate roadblocks; seek help when you need it. 

• That you have developed your writing skills to college-level proficiency. If you have 
trouble here, go to the Writing & Reading Center early in the semester for ongoing 
advice and tutoring. They have been known to work wonders with students who 
seriously apply themselves. 

 
Discussion 

• Leading Class Discussion: Each of you will take a part in initiating class discussions of 
the readings. I will conduct those for the first week, but after that, starting Week 2, I 
want you to take the lead. I will pass around a sign-up sheet; you may choose any 
available reading. The trick to this is, naturally, to read carefully, and to devise 
provocative questions or statements that prompt the group to explore the author’s 
argument, data, method, style, agenda, and the implications/importance of the work 
(make sure you are clear on these first, of course). 

 
Class Presentations:  

• Toward the end of the course, each of you will make a brief presentation on the subject 
of your final paper topics. More on this later. 



 
Participation: 

• Finally, at the end of the course, I will award points for general participation in class 
discussions, from 1 (human clam; offered little or nothing voluntarily) to 20 (articulate & 
perceptive). Note that “articulate” is not the same as “talkative” or “domineering.” I will 
be evaluating your overall contribution to class discussion. 

 
Attendance, Other Cautions. 

• We meet only 13 times, so I expect students to attend all class meetings, unless health or 
family issues or other acts of God intervene. These do happen, of course, so I will allow 
one unexcused absence. More than 1 absence will lower your final grade 5% for each 
such absence.  If you do miss a class, you are still responsible for the material covered in 
class and for assignments due in the next class. 

• Class begins at 5:00 p.m.  Please arrive on time; it is distracting to all when you come in 
late for class.   

• We will have a short break during class. Food is welcome and, for some of us mortals, 
required. Please do not get up to leave the room before the break, unless is it necessary. 

• In consideration for your fellows, please turn off your cell phones and other electronic 
devices BEFORE you come to class and keep them off until the break, or until or meeting 
is over.   Do not send or receive text messages during class.  Thank you. 

• I would hope it is unnecessary to bring this up, but I must: I expect all students to 
understand what constitutes “academic dishonesty” and plagiarism. See the 
University’s policies in both the undergraduate catalogue and Student Handbook. 
Violators will fail the course, and I will refer the matter to the Dean’s office. 
 (http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm).  

 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE & ASSIGNMENTS 
[Nota Bene: The professor reserves the right to amend the following, within bounds of common decency.] 

 
Week 2 (of semester; Sept. 10): Introduction to the Course. 

o (Heads up!: Wednesday, 9/12 is the last day to add/drop for a fall class!) 
 
Week 3 (Sept. 17):  
Readings due:  

 
Week 4 (Sept. 24):  
Readings due:  
 
Week 5 (Oct. 1):  
Readings due:   
  
Week 6 (Oct. 10 Wednesday!):  
 
Week 7 (Oct. 15):  
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Readings due:  
 
Week 8 (Oct. 22):  
Readings due: 
 
Week 9 (Oct. 29):  
Readings due: 

 
Week 10 (Nov. 5):  
Readings due:  
 
Week 11 (Nov. 12 Veterans Day – No Class Meeting!):  

• (Achtung! Friday, Nov. 16 is the last day to withdraw from a course!) 
 
Week 12 (Nov. 19):  
Readings due:  
 
Week 13 (Nov. 26):  
Reading due:  
 
Week 14 (Dec. 3):  
 
Week 15 (Dec. 10):  
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