
 

Course Name: Fieldwork and Seminar in ABA II 
Course ID: Psy 583 
Semester: Fall 2017 
Mode: Face-to-face 
 
Instructor: Gary Pace  
Email: gpace@umassd.edu  
Phone: (508) 999-8349  
Office Hours: 3-5 Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday 

 

 
Course Description  
 
The Fieldwork and Seminar in ABA is a three-course sequence designed to provide 
students an opportunity to identify practical clinical problems and systematically 
investigate/discuss behavioral interventions to address them.  The seminars are 
designed to assess both student’s ability to concisely present their problem and 
conclusions/interventions, but also to clearly present them in writing.  Additionally, 
the course is designed to provide a format for students to practice these critical 
skills by discussing clinical/ethical issues encountered in each student’s BCBA 
training site.  Finally, the seminars will structure time for the students to familiarize 
and discuss issues surrounding the BACB® fourth edition task list.   
 
This sequence of three courses culminates with an ABA Applied Research Project 
(ARP) requiring students to write an APA format research paper (either an 
empirical study conducted in the student’s work site, a research proposal, or a 
discussion paper that includes a synthesis and critical evaluation of material that 
has already been published) and to present it at a Psychology Department 
conference. The completed ARP project will demonstrate acquisition of skills in the 
following areas: identification of the problem/issue, ability to identify and access 
the relevant behavioral literature, ability to critically evaluate the methodological  
strengths and weakness of selected articles, ability to implement/propose an 
intervention based on the existing literature, critically evaluate the 
intervention/proposal, writing in APA format, developing professional 
presentations (this may include PowerPoint, Poster presentations) and speaking in 
a professional setting.   
 
Fieldwork and Seminar in ABA II will focus on the development of a method section 
for empirical studies, and review of methodological strengths and weaknesses of 
published research in literature review/discussion papers.  Students will also begin 
to develop/evaluate data systems, treatment designs, and assessment and 
intervention procedures.   
 
 



 

Student Competencies.  (As linked to the BACB Fourth Edition Task List) Students 
who successfully complete the course will develop knowledge and skills related to 
the following competencies: 
 
Section l Basis Behavior-Analytic Skills Task # 
Measurement  A-01 to A-04 
Experimental Design B-01-B-09 
Fundamental Elements of Behavior Change D-01 to D-21 
Specific Behavior-Change Procedures E-01 to E-13 
Section ll Client-Centered Responsibilities Task # 
Behavior-Change Systems F-01 to F-08 
Identification of the Problem G-01 to G-06  
Measurement  H-01 to H-05 
Assessment I-01 to I-07  
 
Prerequisite: Psy 582.  
 
Course Credits: This is a two-credit course  
  
Recommended Readings: 
  
Richards, S. B. Taylor, R. L., Ramasamy, R., & Richards, R. Y. (2014). Single subject 
research:  Applications in educational and clinical settings. San Diego, CA: Singular 
Publishing Group. 
 
BACB’s Fourth Edition Task List. www.bacb.com  

 
Professional and Ethical Compliance Code for Behavior Analysts. www.bacb.com  
 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th edition 
 
Barlow, D. H., & Hersen, M. (1984) Single case experimental design: Strategies for 
studying behavior change in the individual (2nd ed.). Elmsford, NY: Pergamon Press.  
 

Campbell, D. T., & Stanley, J. C. (1963). Experimental and quasi-experimental designs 
for research. Chicago: Rand McNally.  
 

Johnston, J. M., & Pennypacker, H. S. (1993). Strategies and tactics of behavioral 
research. Second Edition. Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
 

Sidman, M. (1960). Tactics of scientific research. New York, NY: Basic Books.  
 
  
Course Requirements: 

Attendance/Class Participation 

http://www.bacb.com/
http://www.bacb.com/


 

Students are expected to attend all classes and have prepared a power point 
presentation of the current status of their APR. They are also expected to actively 
participate in class discussions in regard the ARP’s of classmates, practice 
discussions, and general ABA terminology/ principles discussions 
  

 
ARP project Assignments 

By the end of the semester students will have written a draft of the method section 
for empirical papers, or the critical methodological evaluation of articles for 
students conducting a literature review. 

 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Course Objectives: By the end of the semester: 
 

• Students will be able to critique journal articles identifying strengths and 
weaknesses in measurement, experimental design, use of behavior-change 
interventions, evaluate data presentations, and determine if the study’s 
conclusions are supported by the data 

• Students will develop/evaluate measurement systems, including reliability 
measures   

• Students will develop/evaluate a behavior-change procedures based on the 
results of their assessment (empirical studies), or evaluate behavior change 
procedures of the articles selected (discussion/review papers)  

• Students will clearly explain their experimental methods and be able to 
provide a rational for their decisions 

• Students will write a method section for empirical papers, and a critical 
evaluation of methodological issues for discussion/review papers, that is 
consistent with APA guidelines 

• Students will demonstrate familiarity with the BACB Fourth Edition Task List 
and an understanding of these topics  

 
  
Communication Plan 
 
Here are my expectations for electronic communication: 

• I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours 
only. You can expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the 
work week.  

 
Methods of Evaluation 
 
eeeeemmmbvbbnnMethods of Evaluation 
Methods of Evaluation 



 

Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: 
This course is evaluated on a pass-fail grade basis.  The general weighting of 
components is listed below.  Students must complete the ARP content requirements 
in order to receive a grade for that component.  

 
• Completion of required PowerPoint updates       40% 
• Class Participation                        20% 
• Completion of required written sections of the ARP in APA style    40%                                                                                                                 

 
Substantive participation should:  

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or 
answering yes or no to peer’s comments  

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator  
• Ask insightful questions  
• Answer other people’s questions  
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible  
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
      Ideas for substantive participation include: 

• Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other 
participants’ experiences that are related to the course.  

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the 
course  

• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer 
a different perspective on an idea that is being discussed  

• Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week.  If you 
need more information, ask the participants a question about the week's 
reading  

• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for 
feedback  

• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed 
regarding the course to your personal and professional life    

• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to 
answer other participants’ questions or as you explore the topics of the 
course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual page)  

 
 
Late Assignments 
All assignments are expected to be completed by the assigned due date. If you will 
not be able to get an assignment completed by the due date, contact me by email. 
 
All students are expected to participate in face-to-face classes.  Missing a class will 
result in zero participation points for that class   
 
Incomplete Policy  



 

 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in 
exceptional circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be 
passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is 
not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade 
will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the 
course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical 
issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, 
you need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will 
then decide on a course of action. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincomple
testatement/ 
 
Student Academic Integrity Policy Student Academic Integrity Policy 
Student Academic Integrity Policy 
 
 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and 
scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a 
result of a failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional 
dishonesty. 
A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary 
action, which may include dismissal from the University. The procedure for 
responding to incidents of academic dishonesty may be found in Section III of this 
document.  You may also refer to the Student Handbook for information about the 
judicial process. 
 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning 
and respect for the intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are 
fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are undermined by 
academic dishonesty. 
 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. 
Honesty and integrity are necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic 
integrity requires that all academic work be wholly the product of an identified 
individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance of 
others is explicitly acknowledged and deemed appropriate by the instructor of the 
course. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the University 
community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 
 
Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful 
administration of this policy depend on the mutual cooperation of faculty and 
students. 
 

http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincompletestatement/
http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincompletestatement/


 

Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined 
by this Academic Integrity Policy. Faculty members promote academic integrity by 
making clear on their syllabi their expectations concerning homework assignments, 
collaborative student efforts, research papers, examinations, computer-based 
infractions, and the like. Efforts should be made to detect and to prevent cheating 
and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members have evidence of 
academic dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence promptly. 
 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted 
for credit and in any other work designated by the instructor of the course. Students 
are also expected to report incidents of academic dishonesty to the instructor or 
dean of the instructional unit. 
 
The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at 
UMass Dartmouth. 
 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the 
UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy at the link below. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegri
typolicyandreportingform/  
 
Center for Access and Success 
 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and 
require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the 
instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork 
from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when 
you bring proper documentation to the Center, which is located in Pine Dale Hall, 
Room 7136; phone: 508.999.8711. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 
 
Resources 
 
Links to all student resources can be found at: 
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/studentresources/ 
 
Tutoring 
If you are having difficulty with the class please: 
● Post a message on the Discussion Board – be sure to use your classmates for 
troubleshooting and problem solving. 
● Make an appointment to come in and meet with me during my office hours. 
● Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support: 
 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/studentresources/


 

Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts – Room 7 
Phone: 508.999.8708, Fax: 508.910.6404 
  
Technical Help 
If you are in need of technical assistance, please visit the link below for a list of 
technical support resources. 
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/ 
 
 
Schedule 
 
 

Week/Date Beginning Unit of Instruction Topic Responsibilities 
 
September 19, 2017 

Format of class: Face-to-face 
Instructor presentation 
 
Topics:  
-instructor will review syllabus 
and expectations 
 
-Instructor will review APA 
writing style 
 
-Instructor will review the 
components of a method section 
 
-Instructor will discuss the issues 
of behavioral measurement, 
assessment, and the development 
of a method section (empirical 
paper) or methodical review of a 
discussion paper 
 
-Assignment of presentations 
 
-Discussion of ABA 
ethical/clinical issues related to 
students’ work site 
 
-Review of the 4th edition task 
list/topics 
 

Reading:  
 BACB Fourth Edition Task List 
 
Activity: 
Lecture/class discussion 
 
Evaluation: 
Class discussion 
 
 
  

September 26, 2017 
 
 

Format of class: Face-to-face, 
student presentation 
 

Readings:  
BACB Fourth Edition Task List 
 



 

Topics:  
-Students will present/discuss 
the first draft of the components 
of their method 
section/discussion of methodical 
issues 
 
-Discussion of ABA 
ethical/clinical issues related to 
work site 
 
-Discussion/review of BACB Task 
list/topics 
 

Relevant ABA research articles 
 
Activity: 
Class discussion, student presentation 
 
Evaluation:  
Participation in class discussion, student p 
presentations 
 

October 3, 2017 
 
 

Format of class: Face-to-face, 
student presentation 
 
Topics:  
-Students will present/discuss 
the first draft of the components 
of their method 
section/discussion of methodical 
issues 
 
-Discussion of ABA 
ethical/clinical issues related to 
work site 
 
-Discussion/review of BACB Task 
list/topics 
 
 
 

Readings:  
BACB Fourth Edition Task List 
 
Relevant ABA research articles 
 
 
Activity:  
Class discussion, student presentation  
 
 
Evaluation:  
Participation in class discussion, student 
presentation 
 

October 17, 2017 
 
 

Format of class: Face-to-face, 
student presentation 
 
Topic:  
- Students will present/discuss 
the first draft of the components 
of their method 
section/discussion of methodical 
issues 
 
-Discussion of ABA 
ethical/clinical issues related to 

Readings:  
BACB Fourth Edition Task List 
 
Relevant ABA research articles 
 
 
Activity:  
Class discussion, student presentation  
 
 
Evaluation:  
Participation in class discussion, student 



 

work site 
 
-Discussion of BACB Task 
list/topics 
 
 

presentation 
 

October 31, 2017 
 
 

Format of class: Face-to-face, 
student presentation 
 
Topic:  
- Students will present the final of 
their method section (empirical 
studies) or review of methodical 
issues of reviewed articles  
 
-Discussion of ABA 
ethical/clinical issues related to 
work site 
 
-Discussion of BACB Task list 
 
 

Readings:  
BACB Fourth Edition Task List 
 
Relevant ABA research articles 
 
 
Activity:  
Class discussion, student presentation  
 
Evaluation:  
Participation in class discussion, student 
presentation 
 

November 7, 2017 
 

Format of class: Face-to-face, 
student presentation 
 
Topic:  
- Students will present the final of 
their method section (empirical 
studies) or review of methodical 
issues of reviewed articles  
 
-Discussion of ABA 
ethical/clinical issues related to 
work site 
 
-Discussion of BACB Task list 
 

Readings:  
BACB Fourth Edition Task List 
 
Relevant ABA research articles 
 
 
Activity:  
Class discussion, student presentation  
 
Evaluation:  
Participation in class discussion, student 
presentation 
 

November 14, 2017 
 
 

Format of class: Face-to-face, 
student presentation 
 
Topic:  
- Students will present the final of 
their method section (empirical 
studies) or review of methodical 
issues of reviewed articles  

Readings:  
BACB Fourth Edition Task List 
 
Relevant ABA research articles 
 
Activity:  
Class discussion, student presentation  
 



 

 
  

-Discussion of ABA 
ethical/clinical issues related to 
work site 
 
-Discussion of BACB Task list 
 

Evaluation:  
Participation in class discussion, student p  
presentation, written method section  
(empirical paper) or methodical review 
(discussion/review paper) due in four  
weeks 
 

December 5, 2017 Format of class:  Face-to-face 
Student presentation  
 
Topic:  
-Students will verbally review 
their plans for the results and 
discussion sections (empirical 
paper), best 
practices/conclusions sections 
(discussion paper) 

Readings:  
BACB Fourth Edition Task List 
 
Relevant ABA research articles 
 
Activity:  
Class discussion, student presentation  
 
Evaluation:  
Participation in class discussion, 
student presentation, presentation, 
written method section  
(empirical paper) or methodical review 
(discussion/review paper) due in one  
week 
 

December 12, 2017 Format of class: Face-to-face 
Discussion of progress/questions 
concerning paper. 

Readings:  
None 
 
Activity:  
Class discussion, student presentation  
 
Evaluation:  
Participation in class discussion 
 

December 14, 2017  Methods section due December 14, 
2017 
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