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Public Policy 
PSC 315 

Fall 2018 - Online 
 
Dr. Shannon Jenkins  
Office: LARTS 318 
Phone: 508.999.8036 
E-mail: sjenkins@umassd.edu 
 
Overview 
This course examines public policy and public policy analysis in the US.  The course 
focuses on providing students with an understanding of the study of public policy and 
how public policy is made, implemented and evaluated in the United States.  At the 
same time, students will also look in depth at current public policy on a number of 
issues and focus on how policy has evolved and where it is likely heading.   
 
Course Objectives 
After completing this course, students should be able to: 

• define public policy and describe how to categorize these policies. 
• explain how the political environment affects the policy process and public 

policies. 
• identify the stages of the policy process and what happens in each stage. 
• describe the current state of policy in the U.S. in a number of key policy areas. 
• analyze arguments defending different policy positions. 
• articulate and defend a position on a given policy issue. 
• summarize information in a clear and concise format 

 
Required Text: 
Anderson, James E. 2015. Public Policymaking, 8th edition. Cengage.  

(http://www.cengage.com/c/public-policymaking-8e-anderson) 
 
New and used versions of this text are available at the bookstore and from various 

online sellers, but I strongly recommend you shop around.  You may first want to 
look at the pricing at CengageBrain.  You can purchase eBook versions of this 
text for less than half of the list price for a new, print version of the text.  The 
URL above will take you to the Cengage website to see the pricing. 

 
Internet Readings.  These readings are listed in the syllabus.  Links to these short 

readings will be posted in the course website. 
 

mailto:sjenkins@umassd.edu
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Course Requirements: 
The final course grade will be based on 1000 points, allocated as follows: 

Final Exam (200 points) 
There will be one comprehensive final exam due at the end of the semester.  This 
exam will cover the entire semester and will consist of 4-5 essay questions.  The exam 
will open on 12/7 and is due on 12/17 at midnight EST> 

Policy Paper (360 points) 
You will be required to write a policy analysis paper based on a contemporary U.S. 
public policy or policy problem; you may choose a policy from any level of U.S. 
government—national, state or local.  You may select a policy of your choosing, but 
this choice is subject to my approval.  The paper will be completed in three stages.  For 
the first stage, you will identify the policy problem that will serve as the focus of your 
paper and describe why this is a problem; this first portion of the paper is due on.  On, 
the second portion of your paper will be due.  This portion of the paper should identify 
two to three policy alternatives that might be adopted to address the problem you 
identified in part 1.  Each of these two sections of the paper should be approximately 
2-3 pages in length and will be worth 120 points.  There are two parts to the final 
portion of the paper.  First, you will need to revise the first two portions of your paper, 
correcting any mistakes that I identify when I grade those papers.  Second, you will 
recommend a policy alternative from options you identified in part two of the paper 
and describe why this alternative should be adopted.  The new material in this part of 
the paper should be approximately 1-2 pages in length. The revised and integrated 
paper that is submitted for this last part of the assignment will be worth 160 points 
and is due on.  More detailed information on these assignments is available via the 
course website under the Policy Paper link. In this link, you will find an assignment 
sheet, describing in more detail the mechanics of this assignment, along with 
supplemental readings and materials to help you write this paper. 
 

Reading Summaries (7 summaries at 30 each = 210 points) 
On the date each chapter from the Anderson text is due (see schedule below), you are 
required to submit a brief summary of the chapter.  The summary should be no more 
than two pages.  Summaries should mirror the main headings listed in each chapter 
and briefly articulate the key points included under each heading.  A sample chapter 
summary (which summarizes a chapter from a different text) is available on 
myCourses.  Due dates for the summaries are listed on the syllabus. 

 
Short Response (7 responses at 20 each = 140 points) 

In addition to the readings about how policy-making works, we will be reading about 
substantive contemporary U.S. policies.  For each of these readings, you will be 
required to compose a short (approximately 2 paragraph) response to a question 
posed in myCourses.  Generally speaking, these questions will require you to analyze 
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the information from an internet reading in light of the readings from the Anderson 
text.  Due dates for the responses are listed on the syllabus. 
 

Case Studies (3 at 30 each = 90 points) 
In the class sections where there is no paper assignment due, you will be required to 
read a case study that poses a problem related to the course topic for that week.  I will 
post a series of questions related to the case study, and you will be required to 
response to these questions on a discussion board. This initial response will be worth 
20 points.  In addition, you will required to response to at least two of your peers 
posts; each of these peer responses will be worth 5 points.   

 
 
Final grades will be determined as follows: 
Letter 
Grade 

Final Point 
Total 

Percent Letter 
Grade 

Final Point 
Total 

Percent 

A 925-1000 93-100 C 725-764 73-76 
A- 895-924 90-92 C- 695-724 70-72 
B+ 865-894 87-89 D+ 665-694 67-69 
B 825-864 83-86 D 625-664 63-66 
B- 795-824 80-82 D- 595-624 60-62 
C+ 765-794 77-79 E <595 <60 
 
Course Website 
You will need to use the course website on myCourses for this class.  All course based 
activities that will be assessed for a grade will be in myCourses, so you must have 
access.  The course website must now be accessed by logging on through 
my.umassd.edu.  Once you have logged on here, you will see the link to myCourses on 
the left. 
 
If you need help logging on or using myCourses, first visit the student help page:  
http://www.umassd.edu/cits/instructional/development/student/student_started.cfm. 
If you still need assistance, send email to mycourseshelp@umassd.edu or call the 
Student IT Service Center at 508-999-8884. 
 
Policies  
Course Format and Structure 
Because this is an online course, you must be prepared to keep up with the readings and 
manage your time wisely to avoid falling behind. Please remember that you can work 
ahead.  The entire class is open on the day the class starts; if you know you are going to 
be unavailable at some point during the class, work ahead, so that you do not incur late 
penalties and fall too far behind. 
 
Reaching Me 

http://www.umassd.edu/cits/instructional/development/student/student_started.cfm
mailto:mycourseshelp@umassd.edu
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Without classroom or office contact, it is important that opportunities to discuss the 
course and the material with me be explicitly stated.  You may email me at my regular 
address (sjenkins@umassd.edu) anytime you like, and I will do my best to respond 
within 24 hours on weekdays and by the next working day on weekends.  MyCourses 
has an internal email system, but I encourage you to avoid this and just email my regular 
address.  
 
Late and Incomplete Work 
 Late reading summaries will be penalized 5 points; short responses submitted late will 
lose 5 points.  For the policy paper assignment, you will lose 15 points if part 1 or 2 of 
the paper is submitted late; late final policy papers will not be accepted as this 
assignment is due on the final exam date. Late chapter summaries and short reading 
responses will not be accepted after 12/10.  The policy paper assignment outlines late 
penalties and deadlines for each part of the paper.   
 
Incompletes will only be given in exceptional circumstances.  A request for an 
incomplete must be made prior to the last day of classes (12/10).  You must be passing 
at the time of the request or sufficiently close to passing that the completion of the 
work after the semester will likely lead to a passing grade.  Please note that being busy 
or forgetting to complete your assignments are not valid excuses for requesting an 
incomplete. 
 
Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  In an on-line class, you will be allowed to 
use your books and readings as a reference.  However, any time you quote from a book 
or readings in your work for this class, you MUST indicate this in your work.  
Furthermore, if you use information from an outside source, you MUST indicate this in 
your work as well.  Failure to indicate that you have quoted or used information from 
any source constitutes academic dishonesty.  Students who engage in academic 
dishonesty will fail the course; under NO circumstances will there be any exceptions to 
this policy.  If you have any doubts or questions about whether some action constitutes 
academic dishonesty, simply ask me; I am happy to help.  Please familiarize yourself 
with the UMD policy on Academic Integrity in the Student Handbook: 
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/academicregulat
ionsandprocedures/ 
 
As a condition of continued enrollment in this course, you agree to allow any of your 
course work to be submitted to SafeAssign services for textual comparison or originality 
review for the detection of possible plagiarism. All submitted assignments will be 
included in the UMass Dartmouth dedicated databases of assignments at SafeAssign. 
These databases of assignments will be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible 
plagiarism during the grading process during this term and in the future. 
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Unless otherwise specified, you may NOT collaborate with your fellow students on 
assignments. Collaboration will be treated as academic misconduct on the part of ALL 
students involved and will result in a failing grade for the course and referral of the case 
to the University for possible judicial action. 
 
Course Civility 
Students are also expected to treat each other civilly and to respect others’ opinions 
and learning experience.  Remember that the discussion of politics and policy often 
involves conversations about issues that touch on deeply held values.  Just because 
someone disagrees with you does not make him or her a bad person; it simply means 
they feel differently about this issue.  Treat others the way you would want to be 
treated yourself—with respect and courtesy.   
 
Students with Disabilities 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 
accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact me at the 
beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for 
Access and Success (CAS).  The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the CAS, which is located in Pine Dale Hall 7136, phone 508.999.8711 
 
Finally, I reserve the right to make changes to the course schedule as is necessary. 
 
Course Schedule 
Because this course does not meet in person, your success in this class depends almost 
entirely on you completing all of the required readings and assignments by the dates 
indicated on the course syllabus.  These readings are essential to fostering your 
understanding of the subject matter.  I expect you to read each of the readings listed for 
each section and draw on these readings for your discussion board postings and short 
responses.  Therefore, I strongly suggest that you take the time to keep up with this 
reading load as it will be difficult to catch up should you fall behind.  Commit to setting 
aside a period each week for reading your course materials and you will do fine. 
 
For all items listed as assignments, the due date is at midnight EST of the date indicated.  
Generally speaking, chapter summaries and short response are due on Fridays. Paper 
assignments will be due on Mondays.  During sections when no paper assignment is 
due, your initial response for the case study discussion board is due on Wednesday; 
peer responses are due one week later. 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Date Topic Readings Assignment 

(Due Date) 
9/3-
9/7 

Study of Public Policy Chapter 1 
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Date Topic Readings Assignment 
(Due Date) 

Internet Reading: Campaign 
Finance 

Short Response 1 
(9/7) 

9/10-
9/21 

Policy-Makers and Their 
Environment 

Chapter 2 
 
 
Case Study 1: Sea Change 
 
Internet Reading: Criminal 
Justice Reform 
 

Chapter Summary  
(9/14) 
 
Case Study 1 
Response (9/19) 
Short Response 2 
(9/21) 
 

9/24-
10/5 

Policy Formation Chapter 3 
 
 
 
 
 
Internet Reading: Climate 
Change 

Chapter Summary 
(9/28) 
 
Policy Paper Part 1 
(10/1) 
 
Short Response 3 
(10/5) 

10/8—
10/19 

Policy Adoption Chapter 4 
 
 
Case Study 2: A Change of 
Heart 
 
Internet Reading: Gun 
Control 

Chapter Summary 
(10/12) 
 
Case Study 2 
Response (10/17) 
 
Short Response 4 
(10/19) 

10/22-
11/2 

Budgeting and Public 
Policy 

Chapter 5 
 
 
 
 
 
Internet Reading: 2018 
Budget 

Chapter Summary 
(10/26) 
 
Policy Paper Part 2 
(10/29) 
 
Short Response 5 
(11/2) 

11/5-
11/16 

Policy Implementation Chapter 6 
 
 
Case Study: Massachusetts 
DNA 
 
Internet Reading: Affordable 

Chapter Summary 
(11/9) 
 
Case Study 3 
Response (11/14) 
 
Short Response 6 
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Date Topic Readings Assignment 
(Due Date) 

Care Act (11/16) 
11/19-
11/30 

Policy Impact, 
Evaluation and Change  

Chapter 7 
 
Internet Reading: Education 
Reform 

Chapter Summary 
(11/23) 
 
Short Response 7 
(11/30) 

12/3-
12/10 

Conclusion Chapter 8 Chapter Summary 
(12/7) 
 
Policy Paper Part 3 
(12/10) 

12/17 FINAL EXAM DUE MIDNIGHT EST 
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