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Course Overview 
This course provides a critical introduction to social theory.  We explore the theoretical 
underpinnings of the conceptions of society, history, and power intrinsic to all 
subsequent coursework in the Crime & Justice Studies major.  We will work towards the 
understanding that there is nothing “natural” about the categories of social life or about 
the manner in which social life is organized.  The notion of social haunting will shape our 
discussions:  we will tell ghost stories to help us see how history operates in the present. 
 
Course Objectives 
The goals of this course include: 
 to develop a critical consciousness regarding social life 
 to develop written, oral, reading, and critical analysis skills for communicating 

about the language of power 
 to develop historical awareness regarding social life 
 to develop critical appreciation for the development of social theory 

 
Attendance/Participation  
Class participation is expected in discussions and in-class group activities; you must be 
physically and mentally in attendance in order to participate.  You will be graded on 
your participation, including how you respond when called upon.  Although I do not take 
attendance, your absence will be noted, you will be unable to attain a positive grade for 
participation if you miss class, and you are responsible for everything that transpires in 
class whether you are present or not, including any changes that may occur to the 
course outline.  It is inappropriate to request class notes from me, or to send emails 
asking “what did I miss?” or “did I miss anything important?”  Instead, I encourage you 
to collaborate with your peers and to come speak with me outside of class with 
questions arising from your own individual study of the course materials.   
 
The goals of the course mean that we are not concerned about coming to an agreement 
about how to look at the world, but rather our focus is on building our intellectual 
capacity to question, study, analyze, understand, and articulate ideas related to the 
class topic.  We are committed to treating all of our ideas in this classroom with fairness, 
equity, and respect.  Overall, this course aims to provide us with challenging experiences 
and the opportunity to uncover some useful ways of imagining our world differently.  Do 
not confuse being challenged on your viewpoints and analyses with intolerance or 
disrespect for your perspective.  Opinions are nice, but we’re interested in working on 
how to develop and evaluate an argument informed and supported by evidence. 
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Reminders regarding basic university classroom etiquette: 
 No cell phones, headphones, or anything else with an on/off switch:  you will be 

asked to leave the classroom and/or your equipment will be confiscated 
 No laptops—unless you are a designated note-taker with the Center for Access 

and Success 
 Do not arrive late for class, do not leave before the end of class, and do not get 

up and leave/return during the middle of class—if you can’t hold your bladder or 
stay awake for 50 minutes, then this isn’t the class for you 

 Do not speak when someone else is speaking 
 Do not sleep in class—you will be asked to leave the classroom 
 Bring paper, pencil/pen, and your text to each class and take notes 

 
Readings 
Class discussions and activities will depend on completing assigned readings prior to the 
class meeting in which they will serve as the basis for lecture and discussion.  As a lower-
division course, the expectation is that you will read a smaller quantity of material with 
intensity and quality.  A fully read or prepared text is one in which you are able to 
represent the author’s argument, explain key concepts and the analytical framework, 
make connections between it and other readings, debates, or issues, and pose questions 
for clarification or critique.  Expect to read each assigned text 2-3 times in order to 
achieve the requisite understanding.  At the same time, given the quantity of material, 
you’ll need to learn how to read selectively and efficiently (ie, not reading every single 
word)—an essential skill for college and beyond.  Plan your time accordingly. 
 
Readings must be prepared prior to the beginning of the week in which they are 
scheduled.  All readings will be distributed by email or in-class handouts. 
 
Assignments 
In order to assess the quality of our conversation and our success in critically engaging 
with the material, there will be a series of evaluation tools and skill-building 
opportunities. 

1. Essays:  you will complete three short essays throughout the semester. 
2. Participation 
3. Final group project:  small groups will work together to complete a written 

report on a given assignment.   
 
Evaluation 
Grading will be based on a total score of all assignments: 
 Essays:     45 points 
 Participation:    20 points 
 Final group project:   35 points 

 
Total: 100 points 
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Note 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 
accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with me at the 
beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for 
Access and Success.  The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center, which is located in Liberal Arts, Room 016, phone: 
508.999.8711, http://www.umassd.edu/dss/.  Even if your needs do not come under the 
domain of the Center, but you have circumstances that impact your learning that I 
should be aware of, please come speak with me.   
 
Make-ups, extra-credit and final deadlines:  The only make-up or extra-credit 
opportunity for missed quizzes, assignments, exams, or a poor grade is to write an 8-
page essay on a topic that you missed or scored poorly on.  The maximum points that 
you could earn for this make-up essay is 10 points.  Topics must be approved by the 
instructor and essays are due by the last day of classes. 
  
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional 
circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of 
the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one 
year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I). The 
incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already 
completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel 
you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state 
your reasons for the incomplete in writing.  The incomplete is a contract between us 
and requires mutual agreement, so be sure to communicate with proper advance 
warning (i.e., prior to the last week of classes). We will then decide on a course of 
action. 
 
In addition, please familiarize yourselves with the key university policies on academic 
integrity that directly impact our course.  You can find these policies online at: 
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm.   
 
The course assignments and schedule are subject to change: as the instructor, it is my 
duty to inform you of any changes in a timely manner; as students, it is your 
responsibility to read the course outline and to request any clarification of course 
policies or assignments. 
 
Weekly schedule: 
Wk 1 – Sept 6 – Introduction + Key Concepts 
 Social formation + societies structured in dominance + social haunting 

 
Wk 2 – Sept 11 & 13  – Social haunting 
 Films:  A Christmas Carol vs. Beloved 
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Wk 3 – Sept 18 & 20 – Slavery + the structure of antiblackness 
 Angela Davis, “Reflections on the Black Woman’s Role in the Community of 

Slaves,” from Joy James, ed., The Angela Y. Davis Reader (Oxford: Blackwell, 
1998). 

 
Wk 4 – Sept 25 & 27 – Gratuitous violence + self-determination 
 W.E.B. DuBois, excerpts from Black Reconstruction in America 1860-1880 (New 

York: Atheneum, 1979). 
 
Wk 5 – Oct 2 & 4 – Dialectics 
 Walter Rodney, excerpts from How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (Howard: 

Washington, DC, 1980). 
• Film:  Afrique, je te plumerai or Life and Debt 

 
Wk 6 – Oct 9 & 11 – Racial capitalism 
 Melvin L. Oliver and Thomas M. Shapiro, “Race, Wealth, and Equality,” from 

Black Wealth/White Wealth: A New Perspective on Racial Inequality (New York: 
Routledge, 1997). 

 Film:  The House We Live In 
 
Wk 7 – Oct 16 & 18– Social construction 
 Suzanne Kessler, “The Medical Construction of Gender: Case Management of 

Intersexed Infants,” from Lessons from the Intersexed (New Brunswick: Rutgers, 
1998). 
 

Wk 8 – Oct 23 & 25 – Social construction, cont. 
 “The Social Construction of Sexuality,” “The Invention of Heterosexuality,” and 

“Masculinity as Homophobia,” various authors and sources. 
 
Wk 9 – Oct 30 & Nov 1 – Queering identity 
 Cathy Cohen, “Punks, Bulldaggers, and Welfare Queens:  The Radical Potential of 

Queer Politics?”  
 Film: Tongues Untied 

 
Wk 10 – Nov 6 & 8 – Simultaneity 
 Angela Y. Davis, “Rape, Racism, and the Capitalist Setting,” and “Violence Against 

Women and the Ongoing Challenge to Racism,” from Joy James, ed. The Angela 
Y. Davis Reader (Oxford: Blackwell, 1998). 

 Film:  The Central Park Five 
 
Wk 11 – Nov 13 & 15  – Simultaneity, cont. 
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 Angela Y. Davis, “Rape, Racism, and the Capitalist Setting,” and “Violence Against 
Women and the Ongoing Challenge to Racism,” from Joy James, ed. The Angela 
Y. Davis Reader (Oxford: Blackwell, 1998). 

 Film:  The Central Park Five 
 
Wk 12 – Nov 20 & 22 – Social haunting praxis:  Foreign policy 
*No class Nov 22 – Thanksgiving holiday 
 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence,” speech at 

Riverside Church, New York City, April 4, 1967 
 Film:  What I Learned About U.S. Foreign Policy: The War Against the Third World 

 
Wk 13 –  Nov 27 & 29 – Group projects 

 
Wk 14 – Dec 4 & 6 – last day of classes – last day to submit assignments 
 
Wk 15 – Dec 13 – final exam date – 8:00-11:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


