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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
In this course we learn about penal abolitionism, a theory and social movement aimed at 
deconstructing and abolishing the penal system and its racialized cultures of revenge 
and violence. We will address the racialized, sexualized, gendered and class-based 
realities of incarceration and the manners in which the criminal justice system 
institutionalizes violence in the place of justice.  
 
We will study the history and growth of contemporary prison and penal abolitionist 
movements. This will include ICOPA, the International Conference on Penal Abolition 
by looking at the theories and understandings that its participants and founders have 
produced. Next, we will study the history of abolitionist movements by learning about 
the movement to abolish chattel slavery in the United States. We will also study Critical 
Resistance, a modern day abolitionist movement based in the United States working 
towards abolishing the Prison-Industrial-Complex. We will read some of the scholarship 
that its founders and membership has put forth. Finally, we will study Black and Pink, 
a prison an abolitionist organization based in Boston aimed at supporting and 
advocating for LGBTQ prisoners while pursing the larger goals of prison abolition. We 
will end the semester with shared written exercises of self-reflection through which we 
will interrogate the inconsistencies, contradictions and brutalities that we live with at 
this time, the era of incarceration. 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 
R Learn the definition of Penal Abolition and the theories that produced it 
R Learn to differentiate between penal abolition and penal reform 
R Learn about modern day social and political movements that are related to Penal 

Abolitionism 
R Learn about historic struggles for abolition and note strategies that worked and 

strategies that failed or became co-opted 



COURSE READINGS 
 
All course reading will be available online. Please reference your course schedule for 
weekly readings. Your course website will be divided by weeks and each week will have 
links to your readings. 

 
GRADED ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Journals (6 @ 5% Each) 30 % 
Post Your Lecture Assignment 40% 
Imagining a World Without Prisons 40 % 

 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: INSTRUCTIONS & GRADE BREAKDOWN 
 
Journals and Discussion Board Instructions (6 @ 5% each = 30%) 
 
Every week you are required to post at least twice to the discussion boards. 

1. Your first post (Post #1) is always due on Wednesday by midnight and must 
include a summary of the main points in the readings.  I will post questions for each 
post each week to help you figure out how to get started for that week.  I also ask 
that you post your own reactions, thoughts and critiques/questions of the readings.  
This post is meant to illustrate how well you engage with class materials.   
  

2. Your second post (Post #2) is always due Thursday by midnight and must be a 
response to or elaboration upon something one of your classmates has posted.  This 
post is meant to illustrate how well you are engaging with your classmates through 
course materials.  You must add something meaningful (never simply repeat) to 
what has already been said by your classmates. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Your Discussion Posts are not graded (though I read all of them 
and respond to as many a I can) but meeting the deadlines for your discussion posts 
allows you to submit a journal for the week that I grade.  Keep in mind that your 
journals are worth 40% of the grade and are tied into your discussion posts so as to 
ensure classroom participation and engagement. 
 

3. There are 4 graded journals due this term and in combination they comprise 
40% of your final grade.   Your Journal is always due on Friday by midnight.  You 
must post it (cut and paste it, not attach it) to the Journal Assignment that will be 
available at the end of each week only after you have met both your Wednesday 
and Thursday discussion post deadlines.  Your discussion posts will help you 
increase the quality of the Journal you submit, it is a chance for you to get feedback 
and support before actually handing in your journal; for these reasons, make sure 
you make sufficient effort early in the week, it will be worth it on Friday.  It is okay 
for you to submit parts of your discussion posts in your journal as long as you take 
into account the comments, feedback and suggestions you receive by Thursday 
night. 
 

4. For your journals: make sure you comply with APA citation expectations, the 
information for this is posted throughout the course website and is readily available 
on campus in the Writing Center of through the online Writing support links.  



Make sure you understand that citations are expected for all course materials, not 
just ‘direct quotes’ and further, that a citation is not simply a 
references/bibliography page attached to the end of your assignment, but instead is 
a tool you must use throughout the body of your journals. 

 
All of your posts to the discussion board and Journals must address the main points in 
your readings and elaborate on them to avoid being simple summaries of the work.  
Keep in mind that you cannot elaborate on what you do not understand so I am looking 
for you to show me two things in each post: 
 

1. You have read and understood all the materials (readings, lectures, media etc.) 
assigned for the week 

2. You have thought about them in complex ways and have something meaningful 
to say about them 

  
Your Journal is due on Friday by midnight in the weeks one has been assigned.  You are 
required to fulfill the following criteria: 
 

R A minimum of 2-3 pages in length. The maximum limit is 4 pages. 
R Provide proper APA style citations from the readings within your text (this is not 

the same as a bibliography at the end of your text).  A works cited page or 
bibliography is only needed if you rely on and use materials not already 
assigned in class. 

R After you have written and saved your journal you must cut and paste into the 
Journal link created for this week. You are responsible to keep copies of all your 
discussion posts and assignments so that you can rectify any technical difficulties 
(should they arise) that results in a loss of your work can be rectified by you 
reposting or resubmitting your work at any time this term. 

R The name of the journal should read – YOUR NAME: WEEK #.  For example, a 
week 2 entry for me would read – Viviane Saleh-Hanna: Week 2. 

R Please do not email me your journals. They must be in the correct journal tool 
each week (not as an attachment) in order for me to view and grade them. 

R To view my expectations for Journals look at “Grading Rubric for Papers” on the 
left hand side of your site. This document has been uploaded as a pdf so that you 
can print it and refer to it as you write your papers. 
 

Below are the expectations for an ‘A’ paper, as described in the Grading Rubric: 
 
Ideas: Excels in responding to assignment. Interesting, demonstrates sophistication of 
thought. Central idea/thesis is clearly communicated, worth developing; limited 
enough to be manageable. Paper recognizes some complexity of its thesis: may 
acknowledge its contradictions, qualifications, or limits and follow out their logical 
implications. Understands and critically evaluates its sources, appropriately limits and 
defines terms. 
 
Organization & coherence: Uses a logical structure appropriate to paper's subject, 
purpose, audience, thesis, and disciplinary field. Sophisticated transitional sentences 
often develop one idea from the previous one or identify their logical relations. It guides 
the reader through the chain of reasoning or progression of ideas. 
 
Support: Uses evidence appropriately and effectively, providing sufficient evidence and 
explanation to convince. 
 



Style: Chooses words for their precise meaning and uses an appropriate level of 
specificity. Sentence style fits paper's audience and purpose. Sentences are varied, yet 
clearly structured and carefully focused, not long and rambling. 
 
Mechanics: Almost entirely free of spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors. 
 
Post Your Lecture Assignment (40%) 
 
On Wednesday, November 25 you will post your own lectures summarizing the 
materials thus far this this term.  For this graded assignment you will have to summarize 
5 main points/lessons (@ 5% each = 25%) you learned this term.  Speak about the 
knowledges you have gained that you did not already have before taking this class.  
Make sure you speak about the various readings in relation to each other so that your 
classmates and I can learn new perspectives about the materials from your own 
understanding of them and how they relate to each other.  Let us know what (5%) you 
have enjoyed or were surprised by, what (5%) you were challenged by, and how (5%) 
you feel these materials and knowledges will help you beyond the classroom.   
 
Imagining a World Without Prisons (40%) 
 
For your final assignment this term you are required to use your imagination J 
 
Imagine yourself a journalist who lives in a world one hundred years into the 
future. Write a newspaper article commemorating the 100th year anniversary of 
the closing down of the last prison, court building and police station. You must 
write about the following: 
 
1.  5 (@ 2% each) separate conditions of the criminal justice system and the 
manners in which prisons and policing introduced terror into the lives of those 
who lived during the eras of incarceration. Write about these conditions to an 
audience that may not know the details of how the criminal justice system 
functioned and the powers it wielded. Total for this section: 10% 
 
2.  3 (@ 5% each) separate circumstances that surprise you about the level of 
comfort with which people had accomplished in living with the archaic 
institutions of prisons and policing. You must speak about the contradictions 
that these institutions presented to those who believed they were living in free 
and democratic societies. Total for this section: 15% 
 
3.   A recent event, commemoration, celebration that you attended to mark 
this 100th year anniversary. What was done at this event (5%) and how was this 
anniversary perceived by the attendees you spoke to (5%)? Finally, how did the 
event organizers commemorate the millions of victims whose lives were lost to 
the penal system (5%)? Total for this section: 15% 
 
You have a maximum of 10 pages (double spaced, Times New Roman 12) to 
complete this assignment.  
 



COURSE POLICIES & PROCEDURES 
 
Reading:  You are expected to keep up with assigned readings and to be prepared to 
discuss these readings with each other through the discussion boards.  This is not a 
course in which I dictate your learning.  Your grade will directly reflect your individual 
efforts in working with the course material.  I have certain expectations of your 
dedication, understanding, and ability to discuss material.  However, if there is 
something you do not understand, I expect you to do whatever is necessary to gain 
understanding (i.e., bring it up on the Q&A discussion board, do outside reading, email 
me). 
 
Written Work:  Written work must be submitted on time. In other words, please do not 
dash off your papers at the last minute.  I strongly urge you to write a draft of your 
written assignments and posts, revise them, and re-write them. Do not turn them in 
without spell checking or proofreading them.  If I cannot understand your writing, I 
cannot (and will not) grade your work. When writing papers for me, be sure they are 
double-spaced with one-inch margins, in size 12 Times New Roman font, with sources 
documented in APA format.  Do not submit papers that are more than the maximum 
page limit. Cut and Paste all writing assignments into the appropriate tool so I can grade 
your work and have it assigned to the expected column in your gradebook. Do not 
attach any documents to the tools, I will not open them.  Again, take the time to edit 
your work to keep it concise, to the point and meaningful. 
 
Backing up & Saving your Work to a Folder: Make sure that you save all your 
submissions (papers and posts) in a folder that you have backed up.  Keep this folder 
only for this course. This is to ensure that you always have a copy with you in the event 
that something gets lost or deleted by mistake. Saving all your work also allows you to 
review your work as the semester progresses. All of your work will need to be 
submitted electronically, so it’s good to have it all in a central location.  You are 
responsible for keeping copies of all your work in this class.  In the event of a 
technological problem with our website, you will be graded on what you are able to re-
submit and not what you may have already submitted. This is very important, please 
follow through on the instructions in this section to ensure your grades are not 
compromised by technological glitches, should they occur. 
 
Late Work Policy: I only accept late assignments if there is a documented medical or 
personal emergency.  If this is the case please contact me to discuss the assignment and 
deadline. 
 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism, in all its forms and manifestations is cheating.  Any work that is 
not entirely your own, that you submit as your own is plagiarized work.   In academia, 
knowledge, ideas and words are currency: when you steal them you are committing a 
very serious offense and if discovered, you will fail this course, not just the assignment 
you cheated on. The citation of all sources at all times is mandatory.   For a thorough 
definition of plagiarism, see: 
  
http://www.plagiarism.org/plagiarism-101/what-is-plagiarism/ 
 
For information about Academic Dishonesty and how it is dealt with at UMD see: 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandpr
ocedures/ 
 



Students with Disabilities:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a 
documented disability, you may request accommodations to obtain equal access and to 
promote your learning in this class.  Please contact the Center for Access and Success at: 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/informationforonlinelearning/ 
 
After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a 
letter.  Forward that letter to me so I can learn about how best to assist you. 
 
APA Documentation: With each of your written assignments, your quotations and 
works citied pages will be checked. “Errors” in citation will not be looked upon 
kindly.  Remember, with each assignment, you need to include a Works Cited page and 
follow proper APA (American Psychological Association) documentation.  For more 
information see: 
 
http://www.apastyle.org 
 
Policy for Granting a Grade of "I" or "Incomplete: According to official University 
Policy and the most recent communication from the Dean of Arts and Science’s Office: 
 
1. Students must initiate the incomplete process by requesting an incomplete from the 
faculty and by filling out the incomplete form and giving it to their instructor. 
 
2. Faculty must assign in COIN the grade the student would receive if the incomplete 
work is not completed. 
 
3. The Registrar will process the incomplete form and, at that time, change the grade in 
COIN to an I for that student. This can take time. 
 
The form you need to complete if you are requesting a grade of “Incomplete” is 
available here: 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/media/umassdartmouth/registrar/pdf/request-for-
incomplete.pdf 
 
*The catalog states: The student must be passing at the time of the request or must be 
sufficiently close to passing for the instructor to believe that upon completion of the 
work the student will pass the course. 
 
The form is to be completed by the student and filed with the instructor at the time an 
“incomplete” grade is requested no later than 48 hours after the final examination or 
last class. 
 
The student should initiate this process by discussing the possibility of receiving an 
Incomplete in your course. That student and you both need to complete a portion of the 
Request for Grade of Incomplete Form (see link below). Once both parties have signed 
it, the form should be forwarded to me and to the Dean's Office. 
 
The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 75% (all but your final examination) 
of the course must be completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) 
must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to 
email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing at least one week before 
the semester ends. We will then decide on a course of action. 


