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CJS 370-7101 - Fully Online       M. Rowland 

Spring 2019         Email:  mrowland@umassd.edu 

          

 

Criminal Law & Procedure 

 

Course Description 

The study of criminal law and procedure as defined by the constitution and the courts. This course is 

designed to familiarize students with the law as it pertains to the work of the criminal justice system 

and exposes students to case law. Written case briefs are used as an instructional method.  (catalogue 

description).  Please note that our text book discusses common law.  The law in any given state, such 

as Massachusetts, may differ from the law in our text book.  The exception is any reference to 

Constitutional law.  Constitutional law applies to every state in the country. 

 

Required Readings 

Text:   You can buy the text at the campus book store.  You should also be able to order the text online 

through a variety of websites.  Please see below for text information. 

 

Text:     Criminal Law & Procedure: An Overview 

Authors:    Bacigal & Tate 

Edition: 3
rd

 or 4
th

  

Publisher:    Cengage 

ISBN #    978-1-4283-1741-3 (3
rd

 ed.) or 978-1-133-59188-7 (4
th

 ed.) 

 

Other Readings:   Any readings that I post on MyCourses.  If I post readings, I will post them as links 

that direct you to online reading materials or a pdf. file.  These readings are required. 

 

Other Resources:   Our course site is organized according to the chapters in our book.  I have posted 

my notes for each chapter that we will be covering.  Outlines, sample review questions, and sample 

essay questions can be found on the publisher’s website at the link below. 

http://www.delmarlearning.com/companions/content/1428317414/chapter_resources/index.asp?isbn=1

428317414 

 

Course Objectives 

It is my hope that this course will enable you to address issues in criminal law and criminal procedure 

with a greater understanding, scope, and confidence.  Fundamental to this objective is a need to 

understand the terms and concepts that are relevant to criminal law and criminal procedure.  Such an 

understanding requires that you be able to apply those terms and concepts.  Hopefully, this will give 

you a better understanding of and appreciation for the workings of criminal law and criminal 

procedure. 

  

By the end of this course, you should be able to: 

 explain the legal concepts & standards that are relevant to criminal law and procedure 

 identify legal issues, relevant facts, and relevant law for case scenarios 

 identify & apply the relevant legal standards to particular case scenarios  

 demonstrate an understanding of the role of the Constitution and the courts in determining the 

scope & limits of criminal law & procedure 

 build legal arguments 

mailto:mrowland@umassd.edu
http://www.delmarlearning.com/companions/content/1428317414/chapter_resources/index.asp?isbn=1428317414
http://www.delmarlearning.com/companions/content/1428317414/chapter_resources/index.asp?isbn=1428317414
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Communication Policy 

 

Netiquette   

Some of us may have strong feelings about some of the topics we will be discussing throughout the 

semester.  Because of this, please be aware of the tone, language, etc. of your postings.  We all need to 

remember to respect each other’s ideas.  Additionally, we should keep in mind that we don’t know 

where everyone is coming from, so to speak.  Some of us may have first-hand experience with some of 

the issues we will be discussing.  Communicating via the internet requires particular awareness 

because we don’t have the advantage of facial expressions, body language, etc. to assist us in framing 

our comments or to assure us that they were received correctly.  This leads to my second comment 

about internet communication.  Please try to be as complete and clear in your postings as possible.  

This means explaining your ideas to the best of your ability and presenting them in a clear and 

organized fashion. 

 

Responding to Assignments    

When responding to discussion board assignments, you should type your responses in a Word 

document first then cut and paste it to the site.  This will allow you to save your post to your 

computer, disc, or memory stick.  Also, whenever possible, please do not use attachments.  

Sometimes attachments are difficult to open, and of course they run the risk of downloading viruses. 

 Try to cut and paste your work instead.  This will reduce the risk of virus transmission and will ensure 

that everyone is able to read your response.  The exception is the paper assignment 

 

Communicating with Me   

For general questions and comments regarding course material, such as readings and assignments, 

please use the Open Discussion board in each folder so that everyone may benefit from my reply.  I 

will also use these discussion boards to communicate with the class.  This means you should regularly 

check the Open Discussion boards for class information.  For confidential correspondence, such as 

issues that are unique to you, please use email.  I will reply to your specific email, and you will be the 

only one who receives my reply. 

How Often Should We Communicate?   You should check the site, discussion boards, and email at 

least once every other day.  I will try to respond to emails within 24 hours.  

Course Requirements 
 

Participation   You are expected to participate in every class assignment.  Class participation 

encompasses the timely completion of all assignments.  This includes assigned readings, participating 

in online class discussions, responding to questions posted, responding to assignments, and posting any 

questions or thoughts you have that are related to the class. 

 

Substantive participation should: 

 Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no 

to peer’s comments 

 Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 

 Ask insightful questions 

 Answer other people’s questions 

 Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 

 Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 
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Ideas for substantive participation include: 

 Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ 

experiences that are related to the course. 

 Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 

 Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different 

perspective on an idea that is being discussed 

 Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week. If you need more 

information, ask the participants a question about the week's reading 

 Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 

 Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to 

your personal and professional life 

 Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other 

participants’ questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of 

copyright law to copy the actual page) 

Research Paper & Discussion   This assignment asks you to build in argument supporting the justice or 

injustice of a controversial criminal law, policy, or procedure.  In other words, your topic must contain 

a controversy in which people disagree as to whether the law, procedure, policy, or case is just.  This is 

a research assignment.  You will research your topic, present the arguments surrounding the justice of 

the topic, and explain your position on the topic and why you hold that position.  The position you take 

on the issue does not affect your grade.  You will be graded on how well you explain and support your 

position.  You are expected to incorporate relevant course material as well as research into your 

argument to help support your position.  Your paper should be approximately 10  pages long.  You will 

be asked to upload your paper through an assignment link on the course website as well as to 

post your paper to a discussion board.  A discussion board titled “Paper Discussion” has been set up 

for you to post your paper.   You will also be responsible for answering questions and replying to 

comments that your classmates have regarding your topic. This assignment also requires that you 

respond to your classmates’ papers. Your topic must be approved by me in advance, so please 

email me your topic as soon as you choose it.  I strongly suggest that you begin working on this 

assignment as soon as possible.  Please refer to the Paper folder on our course site for more 

details on this assignment. 

Discussion Board Assignments   There will be a series of Discussion Board assignments.  You are 

expected to respond to each assignment.  Your responses will be graded on how well thought out and 

fully explained they are.  Your responses should not be merely emotional reactions; they should 

include some support or basis for your views and ideas.  Consequently, I strongly encourage you to 

take time to think through your ideas before responding to assignments.  Discussion assignments are 

intended to simulate in class discussions.  Consequently, you are expected to post your response 

to a discussion assignment by the due date.  You should also be checking in on discussions during 

the entire discussion period to see what your classmates have said about the topic of discussion. 

Open Discussion Boards   A discussion board has been set up for each week for what I like to call an 

open discussion.  This is a place where you can post any course related questions, comments, relevant 

issues in the news, course related websites of interest, etc. Participation on the open discussion 

boards is required. You do not have to post to receive credit for an open discussion assignment. You 

may simply respond to a topic posted by me or a fellow classmate. Please do not post questions or 

issues that only pertain to you. Any personal correspondence with me should be communicated via 

email. 
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Quizzes    There will be 4  timed quizzes.  Quizzes will consist of multiple choice questions.  Quizzes 

are open book.  You may use your book as well as the chapter summaries that I have posted for each 

chapter to help you with questions on the quizzes. 

 

Grading 

 

 Paper   25% 

 The research paper will be graded on the following criteria: 

 How well you understand & explain the issue 

 How well you explain the arguments on either side of the issue 

 How well you explain and support your position on the issue 

 The quality of your research 

 Proper use of citation (you may use whatever method you learned) 

 

 Discussion Board & Open Discussion Board Assignments   50% 

 The discussion board assignments will be graded on the following criteria: 

  How well thought out your response is 

 How well you explain and support your ideas 

 The extent to which you draw from the theories we discuss 

 How well you understand the theories involved in your response 

 Whether it was submitted on time 

 See also Participation Requirements explained above 

 The open discussion board assignments will be graded on one or more of the following criteria: 

 How often you post to the board 

 The substance and relevance of your posting 

 How often you respond to postings 

 The quality of your responses to postings 

 Whether your responses are posted in a timely fashion 

 See also Participation Requirements explained above 

 

 Quizzes 25% 

 Quizzes will be graded on the following criterion: 

 Number of questions answered correctly 

 

Extra Credit    I do not offer extra credit.  If you are not satisfied with your performance on an 

assignment, you should email with me as soon as possible so that we can discuss ways in which you 

can improve your grade on future assignments. 

 

Incompletes  According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional 

circumstances, at the instructor’s discretion and at the student’s request made no more than 48 hours 

after the final examination or last class. The student must be passing at the time of the request or must 

be sufficiently close to passing that the instructor believes that upon completion of the work, the 

student will pass the course. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the grade 

of I, the grade will become an F(I). “I” grades cannot be changed to W.  If you feel you require an 

incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the 

incomplete in writing.  We will then decide on a course of action. 
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Withdrawal  According to the university catalogue, official withdrawal by the student from a course 

after the add/drop period, and up to the completion of the tenth week of the semester. No credit 

awarded. W grades do not affect a student’s GPA.  If you wish to withdraw from the course, it is 

your responsibility to visit the enrollment center and officially withdraw.  Failure to do so may 

result in a course grade of F. 

 

Change of Grade   An instructor may request a change of grade only when a computational or 

procedural error occurred in the original grade assignment.  No final grade may be changed as a result 

of re-examination or, with the exception of the I grade, by the re-evaluation of work submitted before 

or after the end of the term, unless all students are afforded the same opportunity. A grade change must 

be approved by the chairperson of the instructor's department and by the dean of the college within one 

year of the original grade record.  

 

Course Outline 
 

 Getting Started 

  Syllabus and Course Welcome 

   Discussion 1 – Post  due 1/24 - Replies 1/26 

 

 Section 1 - January 27 through February 17 

  Introduction (in text book) 

  Chapter 1: Defining & Proving Crimes 

   Discussion 2 - Post due 2/1 - Replies due 2/4 

  Chapter 2: Essential Elements of Crimes 

  Chapter 3: Parties to a Crime & Inchoate Offenses 

   Discussion 3 - Post due 2/11 - Replies due 2/14 

   Open Discussion 1 – ongoing 1/24 though 2/17 

   Quiz 1 - due 2/17 

 

 Section 2 - February 18 through March 10 

  Chapter 4: Defenses 

  Chapter 5: Crimes Against A Person 

   Discussion 4 - Post due 2/23 Replies due 2/26 

  Chapter 6: Crimes Against Property & Habitation 

   Discussion 5 - Post due 3/4 - Replies due 3/7 

   Open Discussion 2 - ongoing 2/18 through 3/10 

   Quiz 2 - due 3/10 

 

 Spring Break - March 11 through March 17 

 

 Section 3 - March 18 through April 6 

  Chapter 7: Crimes Against Public Order & Public Morality 

   Discussion 6 - Post due 3/22 - Replies due 3/25 

  Chapter 8: Introduction to Procedure & the Right to Counsel 

   Discussion 7 - Post due 3/30 - Replies due 4/3 

  Chapter 9: Seizures of a Person & Identification Procedures 

   Open Discussion 3 - ongoing 3/18 though 4/6 

   Quiz 3 - due 4/6 
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 Section 4 - April 7 through April 26 

  Chapter 10: Search & Seizure of Property 

  Chapter 11: Government Monitoring of Communications & the 4
th

  Amendment 

   Discussion 8 - Post due 4/12 - Replies due 4/15 

  Chapter 12: Interrogation & Self-Incrimination 

   Discussion 9 - Post due 4/20 - Replies due 4/23 

   Open Discussion 4 - ongoing 4/7 through 4/26 

   Quiz 4 - due 4/26 

 

 Paper Assignment & Discussion - April 29 through May 4 

  Paper - due on or before April 29 - (upload to MyCourses and post on Paper  

  Discussion Board) 

  Paper Discussion - Post due 4/29 -  Replies due May 4 
 

All work must be completed by May 4. 

 

 

This syllabus is a guide and every attempt is made to provide an accurate overview of the course. 

However, circumstances and events may make it necessary for me to modify the syllabus during 

the semester and may depend, in part, on the progress, needs, and experiences of the students. 

Any changes to the syllabus will be made with advance notice. 

 

 

 

Workload and Class Planning Policies 

 

Credit Hour Standard UMassD, in alignment with federal regulations and regional accreditation 

standards, sets expectations for the amount of work required to earn one academic credit. One credit 

hour is an amount of work that reasonably approximates not less than:  

(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-

ofclass student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one 

semester, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time.  

(2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for 

other academic activities as established by the institution, including laboratory work, 

internships, practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit 

hours.  

For a regular 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours per week of out-of-

class work are required. 

 

Academic Calendar  

https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/  

The Academic Calendar provides important planning information for students, faculty, staff and 

departments, such as class start dates, deadlines for adding, dropping or auditing a class, holidays 

schedule and the final exam schedule. 

• Last day to withdraw listed in calendar  

• Final exam schedule https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/finalexams/ 

 

 

 

https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/
https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/finalexams/
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Academic Policies 

 

Academic Integrity  
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity 

and scholarly practice. A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and 

learning and respect for the intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are 

fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are undermined by academic 

dishonesty.  

The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a 

failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure, or as an act of intentional 

dishonesty. All students should read and understand the University's Academic Integrity Policy, 

which can also be found in the Undergraduate Catalog.  A student found responsible for 

academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action, which may include dismissal 

from the University. 

 

Student Behavior  
Students are expected to follow the student code of conduct within the classroom settings. The 

student code of conduct is available at: 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/polici

es /  Faculty may ask students to leave if the faculty member(s) determines that the code 

of conduct has been violated and a student is creating an environment that is unsafe or 

not conducive to learning. 

 

Attendance Policy  

The attendance policy for the University is available in the “Student Enrollment” section of the 

catalog: 

http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=47&navoid=3746#Student_Enrollment_Status  

Faculty are free to augment the attendance policy for their own classes. 

 

Course Withdrawal  

View the academic calendar (above) to see the last day to withdraw each semester. The 

following information is from the undergraduate catalog: Students may withdraw from courses 

through the end of the tenth week of classes of the semester via COIN, at the University 

Enrollment Center or Registrar’s Office. Once processed, a grade of W will be recorded on the 

transcript. Grades of W do not affect a student’s GPA, but may impact financial aid 

Satisfactory Academic Progress requirements 

(http://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintainingaid/) Students who fail to complete this 

process by the withdrawal deadline will be ineligible for withdrawal and will be graded 

appropriately by the faculty. 

 

 Students may independently withdraw from a maximum of 18 cumulative credits. The 

college dean or designee must approve withdrawal requests above 18 and up to 24 

credits. After a student has exceeded 18 credits of withdrawals during his or her 

academic career, the student’s college dean or designee must approve any further 

withdrawal requests, up to 24 credits. Students with more than 24 withdrawal credits are 

subject to dismissal from the University by the college. Withdrawal credits granted 

through an approved Medical Leave of Absence do not apply toward the 18 or 24 credit 

maximum. 

https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=53&navoid=4340
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/policies%20/
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/policies%20/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=47&navoid=3746#Student_Enrollment_Status
http://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintainingaid/
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 Students who withdraw from all courses during the semester shall be deemed to have 

withdrawn from the University and will be subject to this policy and the readmission 

procedures of the University. 

 

Withdrawal from the University  

Students withdrawing or taking a leave of absence from the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 

are required to submit a written notification of withdrawal. Student Leave of Absence/Withdrawal 

Form may be obtained from the Student Affairs Office. The last date of attendance will be the date 

indicated on the form or the date of the last documented academically related activity, whichever is 

earlier. For additional information, see 

https://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintainingaid/withdrawalpolicy/ 

 

Incompletes  

According to both the Undergraduate Catalog and Graduate Catalog, an incomplete may be given only 

in exceptional circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of 

the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the 

recording of the incomplete grade (I), the grade will become an F(I). 

 

Grade Appeal Process 

Students should be advised that grade appeals need to be filed by specific dates in order for appeals to 

be heard. For the fall semester, grade appeals are due by the Monday of the second week in January. 

For the spring semester, grade appeals are due by the Monday of the last full week of May. 

Information about what can be appealed, who to file a grade appeal with, and what the grade appeal 

process entails can be found at: https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/ 

 

Accommodations and Support Policies 

 

Accommodations for Documented Disabilities  
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 

accommodations to obtain equal access in a course, please meet with the course instructor at the 

beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and 

Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation to the Center, 

which is located in Pine Dale Hall, Room 7136, 508-999-8711.  

 

Emotional Health, Violence, Sexual Harassment, and Title IX 
The purpose of a University is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to 

encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and 

analytical thinking skills. In many classes, students and faculty examine and analyze challenging and 

controversial topics.  

If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss 

the matter with the professor, or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 

508-999-8648 or - 8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, 508-

910-4584. In an emergency, contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. 

 

UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty 

follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, 

abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email. These disclosures 

include, but are not limited to, reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, 

https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/forms/student-forms/
https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/forms/student-forms/
https://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintainingaid/withdrawalpolicy/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=53&navoid=4340
https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/
https://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/counseling/
https://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/
https://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/
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and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate appropriate channels of assistance on 

campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member requires that the faculty member inform the 

University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to 

help ensure that the student’s safety and welfare are being addressed, even if the student requests that 

the disclosure not be shared. 

 

For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to 

http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ 

 

myCourses  

Technical support for myCourses is available 24/7:  

 Students can email myCoursesHelp@umassd.edu or call the Student Help desk at 508-999- 

8505 during normal business hours. (Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EST)  

 During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at 

http://umd.echelp.org/. 

 

Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found here: 

http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/ 

 

Tutoring Support Services  

If you are having difficulty with a class, please: 

 Contact the instructor directly using the contact information listed on the syllabus. Contact the 

Multiliteracy and Communication Center for help with writing and communication projects. 

Liberal Arts building, Rooms 219-221 

 Contact the STEM Learning Lab for support with science, engineering, math, and business 

assignments. Science and Engineering building, Room 217, 508-999-8718 

http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/

