
Course Information 
Course Name: ECO461-01 Principles of Microeconomics 
Semester: Spring 2019 

Mode Online 
Instructor Information 
Instructor: Dr. Sarah B. Cosgrove, Professor 
Email: sarah.cosgrove@umassd.edu (I will NOT receive messages sent to scosgrove@umassd.edu) 
Phone: 508-999-8102 
Office Hours Online: Mondays 10-12, Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-1:30 or by appointment 

 
Course Description 
 
Course Description: An examination of the economics of urban areas, with an emphasis on the location decisions of 
individuals, firms, and industries. Urban problems and public policy decision-making are covered. 
 
University Studies Fulfillment: 5A: Capstone Study AND 5B: Learning through Engagement 
 
Course Credits: 3 credits. 
 
Required Materials: Urban Economics, Eighth Edition, O'Sullivan, 
Additional readings as posted on myCourses 
 
Course Objectives 
 
In addition to the unit-specific learning objectives listed below, there are several broader objectives for this course.  
Upon completing the course, students will be able to: 
• Define key terms in urban economics. 
• Evaluate opportunity costs of decision-makers and determine the most efficient outcome. 
• Illustrate concepts graphically. 
• Analyze numeric and graphical information and draw conclusions from that information. 
• Integrate knowledge and principles from microeconomics with knowledge and principles from the University Studies 

curriculum. 
• Demonstrate advanced information literacy skills by selecting, evaluating, integrating, and documenting information 

gathered from multiple sources into writing appropriate for economics. 
• Synthesize the knowledge and skills gained within economics courses, independently complete a research-based 

project, and integrate the results of both in a capstone paper. 
• Communicate effectively the results of the main project. 
• Identify the needs and resources of the communities to which they belong. 
• Apply knowledge and skills gained through academic study to real problems and/or opportunities within their 

communities. 
• Describe the connections between learning on campus and the issues and needs of broader academic, professional 

or civic communities. 
• Articulate the value of engagement to other members of their communities. 

 
Expectations 

Credit Hour Definition 
One credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student 
achievement that is an institutionally established equivalency that reasonably approximates not less than one hour of 

mailto:sarah.cosgrove@umassd.edu


classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for 
approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one semester or the equivalent amount of work over a different 
amount of time. 
Because this is a 14-week 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours per week of out-of-class work are 
required. 
 
Electronic Communication 

• Please use email when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of a nature 
that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate 
discussion board forum. 

• I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours. You can expect a reply from me via 
email within 24 hours during the work week. You may get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be 
an exception not the rule. 

• I am not an instructor who sends email to my students when they submit an assignment. If you do not hear from 
me after submitting work, consider it a good thing. 

Service Learning and Capstone Course Expectations: This course fulfills the Learning through Engagement requirement 
for University Studies, so some of the course work will be in partnership with a community group. Because online 
students can be located anywhere in the world and will have different scheduling constraints, it is your responsibility to 
identify, arrange, and complete a service learning project that conforms to the specification below. This project will 
dovetail with your capstone paper requirements. 
 
To fulfill the capstone requirements, you will write a paper that integrates knowledge from the course material, 
independent research, knowledge from previous courses, and research from your service-learning project. The capstone 
paper must demonstrate your ability to evaluate and synthesize information from multiple sources in proper writing 
style for economics. 
 
Your commitment to the agency or community group with whom you complete your service learning project and their 
commitment to work with you is not to be taken lightly. This mutually beneficial partnership can only succeed if you 
respect their time, information, and constraints. You are expected to arrive on time for any meetings or on-site work, to 
work diligently and respectfully while you are there, and to complete off-site tasks on or before deadlines. Any student 
who does not meet or exceed these expectations will face consequences up to and including a failing grade on the 
project report and capstone paper (a combined 50% of the course grade).  
 
Service Learning Project Specifications: 

1. Relates to a topic covered in class, for example, location decisions, zoning, transportation, housing, crime. 
2. Involves coordinating with an agency or community group, for example, town zoning board, housing authority, 

economic development center. 
3. Accomplishes some research, data analysis, or other need determined by the agency or community group. 
4. Involves a minimum of 10 hours of service work throughout the semester. 

 
Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: 
Service Learning Project and Report 20% 
Capstone Paper and Building Blocks 30% 
Discussion boards 25% 
Quizzes 25% 

 
Essential Course Policy Information 
 
Late Work: Late work will not be accepted. Late online quizzes will be rejected by the software. Please check due dates 
AND TIMES carefully.  
Extra Credit: There is no extra credit available for this class. 



Technical Difficulties: Due to the nature of online work, some students may encounter occasional technical difficulties in 
submitting these assignments in a timely fashion. Quizzes will NOT be reset nor accepted late due to technical 
difficulties, but the lowest quiz score will be dropped before final grades are calculated. 
 
Incomplete Policy 

According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the instructor's 
discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not 
completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I). The incomplete 
policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. 
medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and 
state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 

Statement Regarding Title IX Information 

The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to encourage diverse 
perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and analytical thinking skills. In many 
classes, including this one, students and faculty examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics.  

If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter with 
the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648 or - 8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, 
Gender and Sexuality, http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584. In an emergency contact the 
Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day.  

UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty follow UMass 
Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with 
the faculty member in person and/or via email. These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, 
relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate 
appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member requires that the faculty 
member inform the University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to 
help ensure that the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure not 
be shared.  

For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/  

Student Academic Integrity Policy 

All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly practice. The 
University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand required 
academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional dishonesty. 
 
A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may include dismissal 
from the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of academic dishonesty may be found in Section III of this 
document. You may also refer to the Student Handbook for information about the judicial process. 
 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the intellectual 
accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are 
undermined by academic dishonesty. 
 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and integrity are necessary 
preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all academic work be wholly the product of an identified 



individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance of others is explicitly acknowledged and 
deemed appropriate by the instructor of the course. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the University 
community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 
 
Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this policy depend on the 
mutual cooperation of faculty and students. 
 
Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by this Academic Integrity Policy. 
Faculty members promote academic integrity by making clear on their syllabi their expectations concerning homework 
assignments, collaborative student efforts, research papers, examinations, computer-based infractions, and the like. 
Efforts should be made to detect and to prevent cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members 
have evidence of academic dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence promptly. 
 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in any other work 
designated by the instructor of the course. Students are also expected to report incidents of academic dishonesty to the 
instructor or dean of the instructional unit. 
 
The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth. 
 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass Dartmouth Student Academic 
Integrity Policy at the link below. 
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/  

Center for Access and Success 

In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center, which is located in Pine Dale Hall, Room 7136; phone: 508.999.8711. 

Resources for UMass Dartmouth Students 
 
Tutoring 
If you are having difficulty with the class please: 

• Contact me directly using the contact information listed at the top of this document. 
• Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support:  

o Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts, Room 7 
o Phone: 508.999.8708  

• For help with writing assignments, you can also use of Writing and Reading Center.  
o Liberal Arts, Room 220 
o Phone: 508-999-8710 

Technical Help 
Technical support for myCourses is available 24/7: 

• Students can email myCoursesHelp@umassd.edu or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-8505 during normal 
business hours. (Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EST) 

• During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at 
http://umd.echelp.org/. 

Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found here: 
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/ 

 

https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/


Course Schedule 
 
Unit 1 Introduction to Urban Economics and Market Forces in the Development of Cities 
Unit Learning Outcomes 
After completing this unit, students should be able to: 
1. Define urban economics. 
2. Define the term city and explain why cities exist. 
3. Compute and compare opportunity costs of different decision-makers to determine the most efficient specialization 

of production. 
4. Apply the concept of comparative advantage to the development of different types of cities 
5. Explain why firms cluster. 
6. Illustrate labor pooling graphically. 
7. Describe and differentiate localization and urbanization economies. 
8. Evaluate the effects of different public policies on urban growth. 

 

Week Beginning Unit of Instruction Topic Responsibilities 

1/22 What is urban economics? What is a city? 
key concepts of urban economics 

Reading: Chapters 1 and 2 
Video Lectures: Intro to Urban Economics, 
Five Axioms of Urban Economics 
Activity: Discussion 1: Introductions  
Evaluation: Quiz 1 

1/28 Opportunity cost, comparative advantage, 
specialization and trade, development of a 
factory town 

Reading: Chapter 3, two articles posted on 
myCourses 
Video Lectures: A Trading City, A Factory 
Town 
Evaluation: Quiz 2 

2/4 Firm clustering, labor pooling, localization 
and urbanization economies, differences in 
city sizes, urban employment growth and 
the multiplier 

Reading: Chapter 4, Chapter 7, Chapter 8  
Video Lectures: Why Do Firms Cluster, 
Labor Pooling, Economies, City Size, Urban 
Growth 
Activity: Discussion 2: Agglomeration 
Economies 
Evaluation: Quiz 3 

 
Unit 2 Land Rent and Land-Use Patterns 
Unit Learning Outcomes 
After completing this unit, students should be able to: 
1. Discuss and illustrate graphically the reasons for the rise and fall of the monocentric city. 
2. Evaluate causes and consequences of urban sprawl. 
3. Illustrate graphically the causes of urban sprawl.  
4. Predict the outcome of a majority rule vote given various demands for public goods. 
5. Interpret the graphical representation of the neighborhood choice model. 
 

2/11 Spatial distribution of employment, spatial 
distribution of population, model of the rise 
and demise of the monocentric city 

Reading: Chapters 10, 13, Clifton et al. 
(2008) Quantitative Analysis of Urban Form 
article posted on myCourses 
Video Lectures: Land Use Patterns, Rise 
and Demise of the Monocentric City, Model 
of the Rise and Fall of the Monocentric City 



Activity: Submit service learning project 
overview on wiki page due 2/11/19 at 
11pm. 

2/19 Urban sprawl, elasticity of urbanized land, 
causes of sprawl, European policy that 
discourage sprawl, consequences of sprawl 

Reading: Chapter 14 and Eckenrod and 
Holahan paper posted on myCourses 
Video Lecture: Urban Sprawl 
Activities: Discussion 3: Urban Sprawl, 
Research topic due 2/21/19 at 11pm 
Evaluation: Quiz 4 

2/25 Dissimilarity index, income segregation, 
education segregation, racial segregation, 
neighborhood externalities, demand for 
local public goods, bidding for favorable 
neighbors, lot size and public policy 

Reading: Chapter 15 
Video Lectures: Neighborhoods, Diverse 
Demand for Public Goods, Bidding for 
Favorable Neighbors 
Activity: Wiki Progress Check #2 due 
3/1/19 at 11pm. 
Evaluation: Quiz 5 

3/4 Land-use zoning, three criteria for 
constitutionality of zoning, minimum lot size, 
urban growth control 

Reading: Chapter 16 and MA Zoning Act 
and Houston no zoning article posted on 
myCourses 
Video Lectures: Land Use Zoning, 3 
Reasons for Zoning, Houston and Growth 
Control Options other than Zoning 
Activity: Annotated bibliography for 
research paper due 3/7/19 at 11pm 
Evaluation: Quiz 6 

 
SPRING BREAK 
 
Unit 3 Housing 
Unit Learning Outcomes 
After completing this unit, students should be able to: 
1. Describe a hedonic model of equilibrium housing prices. 
2. Analyze the choice of the optimal maintenance level using marginal analysis. 
3. Evaluate graphically a consumer's decision to move. 
4. Explain a model of utility maximization for public housing. 
5. Evaluate housing policy alternatives. 

 

3/18 Heterogeneity of housing, hedonic pricing 
model, schools and neighborhood choice, 
crime and neighborhood choice 

Reading: Chapter 12 and Kahn and Quigley 
paper posted on myCourses 
Video Lecture: Housing Prices and 
Residential Land Use 

3/25 Durability and optimal maintenance level, 
moving costs, filtering model 

Reading: Chapter 17 
Video Lecture: Urban Housing: Filtering 
Model 
Activity: Discussion 4: Housing 

4/1 Supply side policy - public housing, demand 
side policy – vouchers, alternatives to public 

Reading: articles posted on myCourses 
Video Lecture: Housing Policy 



housing, urban renewal, subsidies for 
mortgage interest, rent control 

Activity: Draft of research paper due 
4/4/19 at 11pm 
Evaluation: Quiz 7 

 
Unit 4 Urban Transportation 
Unit Learning Outcomes 
After completing this unit, students should be able to:  
1. Discuss current US trends in travel including driving, carpooling, and transit usage. 
2. Illustrate graphically and analyze the externalities from congestion, pollution, and vehicle accidents. 
3. Compare and evaluate alternative policy solutions to internalize the externalities noted above. 
4. Assess an individual’s modal choice decision and evaluate mode choice options from a policymaker’s perspective. 
5. Explain the effects of urban form on mode choice. 
 

4/8 Current travel trends, auto congestion, 
marginal external cost, congestion tax, 
congestion policy comparison, air pollution, 
vehicle collisions 

Reading: Chapter 18, NHTS Travel Trends 
and INRIX Scorecard posted on myCourses 
Video Lecture: Cars and Roads- Congestion 
Activity: Discussion 5: Transportation 
Literature 

4/16 Public policies to internalize the externalities 
from autos, individual modal choice 
decisions 

Reading: Small et al. paper and “Forget the 
Gas Tax” article posted on myCourses 
Video Lecture: Cars and Roads – Other 
Externalities 
Activity: Wiki Progress Check #3 due 4/16 
at 11pm 

4/22 Mass transit, effects of urban form on mode 
choice 

Reading: Chapter 19, Bento et al. paper, 
and GAO report on Bus Rapid Transit 
posted on myCourses 
Video Lectures: Mass Transit Facts, Trip 
Costs, Efficient Volume of Ridership 
Activity: Final version of research paper 
due 4/25/19 at 11pm 
Evaluation: Quiz 8 

 
Unit 5 Urban Crime 
Unit Learning Outcomes 
After completing this unit, students should be able to: 
1. Describe a criminal as a rational utility-maximizer who responds to incentives. 
2. Analyze a model of a rational criminal using expected utilities. 
3. Illustrate graphically the equilibrium quantity of crime and effects of public policies on that equilibrium. 
4. Evaluate crime-fighting policy alternatives. 
 

4/29 Urban crime, the criminal as a utility-
maximizer, expected utility calculations, 
equilibrium quantity of crime, crime-fighting 
policies, optimal amount of crime, role of 
prisons 

Reading: Chapter 23 and NPR report on 
flawed death penalty studies posted on 
myCourses 
Video Lecture: Crime and Public Policy 
Activity: Final Wiki Progress Check due 
4/29/19 at 11pm. 



Service Learning Client Evaluation will be 
requested by 5/1/19. 
Evaluation: Quiz 9 

 
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) statement, this syllabus is a 
guide for the course and is subject to change with advanced notice. 


