
 

Urban Politics - Online 

PSC-313   Spring 2019 
  

             

Instructor:   

  

Prof. David Prentiss 
Email: Course Messages on MyCourses website or dprentiss@umassd.edu 
Office 
Hours: 

Tuesday and Thursday, 9:15 to 10:15 or by appointment 

Location: Online 
Prerequisite: None 
Credits: 3 
Text: No text to purchase. All readings provided online on MyCourses 

website. 

  

  

Course Description and Objectives 
 

This course examines the challenges of addressing issues and getting things done in 
an urban context. We will look at issues of city planning, policing practices and the 
nature of the criminal justice system, sustainability and new urbanism, and public 
education reform.  

 

Course Objectives 

 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

 

mailto:dprentiss@umassd.edu


• Describe and explain the structures and political dynamics of city government 
and analyze how they impact the ability of government officials and citizens to 
make urban policy and get things done. 

• Compare and assess city policing practices in the urban context, as well as 
identify and analyze the issues and challenges of addressing crime and 
providing just treatment to all citizens. 

• With respect to transportation, energy, and sustainability issues in the urban 
context, (1) identify and explain fundamental concepts used to examine the 
relationships among natural resource utilization; historical, economic, or social 
development; and political, societal, economic, or legal processes; (2) use 
relevant methods of socio-cultural, political, economic, and policy analysis, 
such as hypothesis testing, data collection, data interpretation, and assessment 
of marginal benefits and costs; and (3) apply these concepts and methods to 
real-world problems and evaluate sustainable solutions. 

• Describe and explain the principles of new urbanism and analyze the 
challenges and opportunities new urbanism presents for addressing problems 
cities face. 

• Analyze, compare and assess the issues and challenges of urban public 
education and the competing strategies for improvement and reform of the 
public education system. 

 

  
  

Course Communication 

 This is how we will communicate with each other for this course: 

• Use email or Course Messages ONLY when the subject is of a personal and 
confidential matter. If you have questions about the course materials or course 
requirements whose answer would benefit even one other person in the course, 
post the question in the “General Discussions and Questions” forum on 
MyCourses. 

• I check my email daily Monday through Friday from 9 am to 5pm. You can 
expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the work week.   

• I check the discussion forums daily during the work week. I will post often 
during the first weeks of the course to help get things going and then decrease 
my own activity as the course progresses so that the discussions mainly take 
place between students. However, I will participate in discussions periodically 
throughout the course.  



  

Time Considerations 

Because this course does not meet in person, your success depends on completing all 
of the required readings and assignments by the dates indicated in the course syllabus. 
These readings are essential to your learning the subject matter and successfully 
completing the course (i.e., getting a passing grade). You must read each of the 
readings listed for each section and draw on these readings for your discussion board 
postings and other assignments. You will need to make the time commitment to keep 
up with this reading load and assignment schedule because late assignments will not 
be accepted except under extraordinary circumstances. Make sure you set aside the 
necessary time each week for reading your course materials and completing 
assignments and you will do fine.  

  

Course Participation 

 Civility 

Students are expected to treat each other civilly and to respect others’ opinions and 
learning experience. Remember that the discussion of politics often involves 
conversations about issues that touch on deeply held values. Just because someone 
disagrees with you does not make him or her a bad person; it simply means they feel 
differently about this issue. Treat others the way you would want to be treated 
yourself—with respect and courtesy. 

Participation Guidelines 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, 
or answering yes or no to peer’s comments.  

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator.  
• Ask insightful questions.  
• Answer other people’s questions.  
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible.  
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives. 
• Make sure to use proper grammar and good style in your writing and 

proofread everything twice before posting. 

 Ideas for Course Participation 



• Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other 
participants’ experiences that are related to the course.  

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to 
the course.  

• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. 
Offer a different perspective on an idea that is being discussed.  

• Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week.  If 
you need more information, ask the participants a question about the 
week's reading.  

• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask 
for feedback.  

• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed 
regarding the course to your personal and professional life.    

• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used 
to answer other participants’ questions or as you explore the topics of the 
course, (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual page).  

  

Course Grade and Related Policies 
 

Your grade will be based on five quizzes, five discussion forums, and three thinking 
papers. Each assignment is worth 100 points and each one counts equally to your final 
grade. Assignments submitted after the deadline will not be accepted and 
students who do so will receive 0 points for that particular assignment. Only in 
unusual circumstances where written documentation can be provided will an 
exception be considered.  

Thinking paper assignments will ask you specific questions to think about and 
respond to that will help you deepen your understanding of the ideas and points 
contained in the readings and develop your own thinking about those ideas and points. 
They should be 3-5 pages in length (1500 to 3000 words). 

Discussion forum assignments will ask you specific questions related to the readings 
that you will discuss with your classmates. These assignments require a minimum of 
five posts, which, if they are substantive (see below), will be considered a proficient 
completion of the assignment and receive 75 out of 100 points, six substantive posts 
will receive 80 points, seven substantive posts will receive 85 points, eight substantive 
posts will receive 90 points, nine substantive posts will receive 95 points, and then 
substantive posts will receive 100 points. A substantive post is one that goes beyond 
merely stating an opinion in a conclusory manner or simply agreeing or disagreeing 



with something we have read or a point another person makes. It must contain a real 
insight, make an argument, draw out implications, reason out consequences, or raise a 
further question that reflects a real grasp of and engagement with the materials and 
corresponding discussion. Posts can be both your own initial thoughts and responses 
to posts by someone else. You can make as many “initial thoughts” posts as you like 
as long as each one is substantive and deals with a different aspect of the assignment 
question or reading materials.  

Incompletes will only be given in exceptional circumstances. A request for an 
incomplete must be made prior to the last day of class. You must be passing at the 
time of the request or sufficiently close to passing that the completion of the work 
after the semester will likely lead to a passing grade. Please note that being busy or 
forgetting to complete your assignments are not valid excuses for requesting an 
incomplete. 

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. In an on‐line class, you will be allowed to 
use your books and readings as a reference. However, any time you quote from a book 
or readings in your work for this class, you MUST indicate this in your work. 
Furthermore, if you use information from an outside source, you MUST indicate this 
in your work as well. Failure to indicate that you have quoted or used information 
from any source constitutes academic dishonesty. Students who engage in academic 
dishonesty will fail the course; under NO circumstances will there be any exceptions 
to this policy. If you have any doubts or questions about whether some action 
constitutes academic dishonesty, simply ask me; I am happy to help. As a condition of 
continued enrollment in this course, you agree to allow any of your course work to be 
submitted to SafeAssign services for textual comparison or originality review for the 
detection of possible plagiarism. All submitted assignments will be included in the 
UMass Dartmouth dedicated databases of assignments at SafeAssign. These databases 
of assignments will be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism 
during the grading process during this term and in the future. Unless otherwise 
specified, you may NOT collaborate with your fellow students on assignments. 
Collaboration will be treated as academic misconduct on the part of ALL students 
involved and will result in a failing grade for the course and referral of the case to the 
University for possible judicial action. A student found responsible of academic 
dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may include dismissal from 
the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of academic dishonesty may 
be found in Section III of the Student Academic Integrity Policy (see below).  You 
may also refer to the Student Handbook for information about the judicial process. 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for 
credit and in any other work designated by the instructor of the course. Students are 
also expected to report incidents of academic dishonesty to the instructor or dean of 



the instructional unit. For additional information on violations, infractions, and 
consequences visit the UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy at the 
link 
below.  http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentco
nductpolicies/academicintegritypolicy/ 

Student Resources 
  

This link has the information you need for help in all areas: academic, tutoring, 
student services, technology, and MyCourses. 

Week Date Topic Readings 

1 1/22 City Planning and the State of the Cities Reading 1A-B 

2 1/28 New Urbanism Reading 2A-C 

3 2/4 City Policing - Introduction Reading 3A-B 

4 2/11 Urban Policing Issues Reading 4A-B 

5 2/18 The Future of Policing Reading 5 

6 2/25 Overview of Education in the Urban Context Reading 6A-B 

7 3/4 Public Education Reform Reading 7A-B 

8 3/18 Urban Transportation - Introduction Reading 8A-B 

9 3/25 Urban Transportation Issues Reading 9 

10 4/1 Urban Energy Issues Reading 10 

11 4/8 Urban Sustainability - Introduction Reading 11A-B 

12 4/15 Urban Sustainability Issues Reading 12 

13 4/22 The Future of Cities Reading 13 
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