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 COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 
 In this course we will examine the concept of masculinities, 
exploring the history of the study of masculinity and its connection to 
feminism.   We will look at various masculinities and the relationship of 
power, nation, violence, race, and class.  Topics covered include growing 
up male, sexualities, relationships with other men and with women, male 
violence, sports, warfare, work and the changing male culture. 
  
REQUIRED READINGS: 
  
 Kimmel and Messner, editors, Men's Lives, 10th edition 
 hooks, The Will to Change:  Men, Masculinity, and Love 

Additional readings (articles and//or short stories) may be available  
  via the website 
 
 
COURSE GOALS: 
 
* Provide a foundation for better understanding the ways in which 
male identity and culture are constructed, specifically in the United States. 
 
* Provide a place for scholarly discussion of the forces that shape 
gender in general and masculinity in particular. 
 
* Build an online learning community that offers a safe space for 
learners to explore new ideas and perspectives about social policy.  
 
* Use the power of telecommunications and multimedia to create a 
learning experience that goes beyond the rigid walls of the traditional 
classroom.  
 
* Develop a critical analysis of the intersections of gender, race and 
class. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
  
Participation (30%) 
 
I consider participation to be a critical pedagogical tool.  I will not grade 
individual, or even weekly, posts.  Why?  I'm not interested in your getting 
the "right" answer; I am interested in your engaging with classmates in 
thoughtful, challenging, and stimulating conversations.  When I do grade, 
I look at quantity, quality, and the extent to which you are engaged in 
ongoing discussions. 
 
I will grade posts twice Includes making at least six substantive posts per 
week in a discussion forum.  Substantive means that your comments 
create new space for more discussion by introducing new questions and 
ideas. It does not include "I agree!" or "Good post!" although these 
comments are welcome if you are moved to make them. 
 
Participation may also include joining synchronous online discussion in 
chat rooms or shared learning environments.  
 
Research Paper with online class presentation (40%) 

 
You will do research on a specific topic of masculine identity.  This 

project will include three components: 
 
1. Identifying the problem/topic statement 
2. Writing an original research paper. 
3. Presenting your arguments (to me and the class.) 

 
Each component will be graded. You will provide me with a moderate 
length (8-10 page) research paper and also create a presentation for the 
class.   For your presentation you may use any mode at your disposal—a 
website, a Powerpoint presentation, a video.  A number of handouts will 
be available to assist in various stages of this project. 
  
Other Assignments (30%) 
 
Three written assignments, worth 10 points each. 
 
 
 


