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Required Texts:        isbn numbers: 

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (1813)     9780141439518 

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1818)      9781503262423 

Charles Dickens, Bleak House (1855)     9780141439723 

Arthur Conan Doyle, selected Sherlock Holmes mysteries (1887–1904);  

 these will be available for free on our myCourses website.  

James Joyce, Dubliners (1914)      9780393978513 

Samuel Beckett, Endgame (1958)      9780802144393 

 

 We will also read some additional items and selected literary criticism for the 

research papers, all of which will be accessed through the myCourses website.   

 

Course Objective: As specified in the UMD catalog, we will study a selection of major 

British literature written from 1798 to the mid-20th Century, with attention given to 

cultural and historical context. 

 

Requirements: Your course grade will be based on four main components.  Because the 

course site will be shut down after the semester ends, as well as because of the 

substantial amount of group work, no incompletes will be granted.  You must finish all 

course components on time: no late work will be accepted.  The due dates for all 

assignments are listed in the Schedule of Events in the Start Here folder in myCourses. 

 

1) Seven online Quizzes covering our six major required texts (5% each, so 35% of 

your total course grade).  All quizzes must be taken on time to ensure that your 

discussion contributions and research paper critiques are informed and merit 

your classmates’ attention.  The quizzes will be closed when the deadline passes: 

no late quizzes.   
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2) Five online Discussions focusing on the application of key aspects of literary 

 analysis to our major texts (5% each, so 25% of your total).  No late discussions. 

 

3) Two short (2000-word) Research Papers (12% each, so 24% total).  Both 

papers require exchanging drafts and critiques online with your classmates.  The 

collaborative component of these projects demands that all steps be completed 

on time to avoid causing roadblocks for your partners: any late work will receive 

an F (though that is better than getting a zero for not doing it at all).  Detailed 

directions for each of the papers are posted in the subfolders within the main 

Research Papers folder in myCourses. 

a) Your Novel paper will survey selected criticism of Pride and Prejudice or of Bleak 

House, using a set of classic critical essays posted on the myCourses site.  

b) Your Short Story paper will focus on a survey of the most important published 

criticism analyzing one of five stories from Joyce’s Dubliners: “Araby,” “Eveline,” 

“Ivy Day in the Committee Room,” “A Painful Case,” or “The Dead.”  Again, the 

research materials will be provided online, this time from the UMD Library’s 

online collection of Short Story Criticism. 

   

4) Midterm and Final Examinations (or take the Midterm and do the Time Map 

 Project (8% each, so 16% total).  

  We will have a timed (3-hour) Midterm essay exam covering our three novels 

(8% of your total grade), and you will have two options for the remaining 8% of your 

course grade. You may write a timed (3-hour) Final exam, much like the Midterm, 

covering our short stories and the Beckett play, or you may produce a Time Map, an 

Excel graph charting the order of the time sequence in any of the fifteen short stories 

we’re reading by Joyce.  Detailed directions for this Time Map option, including 

complete video tutorials, are in a folder in our myCourses site.  I hope that some of 

you will consider this alternative—as much as we all love exams, you’ve probably 

already taken plenty, and this would work a different set of cognitive skills.  


