
Course Name:  Clinical Applications of Applied Behavior Analysis 
Course ID: PSY 527, Liberal Arts Rm 214 
Semester: Spring 2019, Thursdays 5-7:30 pm 
Mode: face-to-face 
 
Instructor:    Melanie DuBard, Ph.D., BCBA-D 
Email:  mdubard@umassd.edu  
Phone:   508-999-8349 (Dr. Pace’s office number) 
Office Hours:   Scheduled by request 
 
Course Description  

 
This course is designed to provide students with an overview of evidence-based practice in autism and 
developmental disabilities.  It will introduce students to the clinical applications in Applied Behavior 
Analysis and a broad perspective on standards of evidence-based practice.  From this context, the class 
will examine contemporary perspectives on evidence-based practice, current treatment trends in the field, 
and practice standards for behavior analysts.  Students in the course will have opportunities to conduct a 
review of current evidence-based practice documents and their development and complete an in-depth 
analysis of evidence-based practice as it applies to clinical applications in the field.  
 
 
Student Competencies.  (As linked to the BACB Fourth Edition Task List) Students who successfully 
complete the course will develop knowledge and skills related to the following competencies: 
 
  Topic Tasks 
Section I: Basic Behavior-
Analytic Skills 

Measurement A-01 to A-04, A-10 to A-14 
Experimental Design B-01 to B-09 
Behavior-Change Considerations C-01 to C-03 
Fundamental Elements of 
Behavior Change 

D-01 to D-21 

Specific Behavior-Change 
Procedures 

E-01 to E-05, E-09, E-12 

Behavior-Change Systems F-01, F-02, F-06, F-07 
Section II: Client-Centered 
Responsibilities 

Identification of the Problem G-01 to G-06 
Measurement H-01 to H-05 
Assessment I-01, I-02, I-05 
Intervention J-01 to J-10 

 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Course Credits: This is a three-credit course  
  
  



Required Readings: 
Evidenced-Based Practices:  

The National Standards Report (2014).  Randolph, MA:  National Autism Center. 
BACB Professional and Ethical Compliance Code for Behavior Analysts. 
Iwata, B.A. (1988).  The development and adoption of controversial default technologies. The  
 Behavior Analyst, 11, 149-157. 

Organizational Behavior Management (OBM): 
 Performance-based pay: 

George, J.T., & Hopkins, B.L. (1989). Multiple effects of performance-contingent pay for  
 waitpersons. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 22, 131-141.  
Long, R.D., Wilder, D.A., Betz, A., & Dutta, A. (2012). Effects and preference for pay for  
 performance: An analogue analysis. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 45, 821-826. 

 Behavior-based safety: 
Fox, D. K., Hopkins, B.L., Anger, W.K., (1987). The long-term effects of a token economy on safety 

performance in open-pit mining. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 20, 215-224. 
Abellon, E. O., & Wilder, D. A. (2014). The effect of equipment proximity on safe performance in a 

manufacturing setting. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 47, 628-632. 
Community Safety: 

Poche, C., Brouwer, R., & Swearingen, M. (1981). Teaching self-protection to young children.  
 Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 14, 169-176. 
Van Houten, R., Rolider, A., Nau, P. A., Friedman, R., Becker, M., Chalodovsky, I., & Scherer, M.  

(1985). Large-scale reductions in speeding and accidents in Canada and Israel: A behavioral 
ecological perspective. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 18, 87-93. 

Sports: 
McKenzie, T. L. & Rushall, B. S. (1974). Effects of self-recording on attendance and performance in 

a competitive swimming training environment. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 7, 199-
206. 

Boyer, E., Miltenberger, R. G., Batsche, C., & Fogel, V. (2009). Video modeling by experts with 
video feedback to enhance gymnastics skills. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 42, 855-
860. 

Sexual deviance: 
Glasgow, D. V., Osborne, A., Croxen, J. (2003). An assessment tool for investigating pedophile  

sexual interest using viewing time: An application of single case methodology. British 
Journal of Learning Disabilities, 31, 96-102. 

Reyes, J., R., Vollmer, T. R., & Hall, A. (2017). Comparison of arousal and preference assessment 
outcomes for sex offenders with intellectual disabilities. Journal of Applied Behavior 
Analysis, 50, 27-37. 

Weight loss/ exercise: 
DeLuca, R. V. & Holborn, S. W. (1992). Effects of a variable-ratio reinforcement schedule with 

changing criteria on exercise in obese and non-obese boys. Journal of Applied Behavior 
Analysis, 25, 671-679. 

Mann, R. A. (1972). The behavior-therapeutic use of contingency contracting to control an adult  
 behavior problem: Weight control. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 5, 99-109. 

Self-management: 
Wallace, I. & Pear, J. J. (1977). Self-control techniques of famous novelists. Journal of Applied  
 Behavior Analysis, 10, 515-525. 
James, J. E. (1987). Behavioral self-control of stuttering using time-out from speaking. Journal of  
 Applied Behavior Analysis, 14, 25-37.  

Nonhuman animals: 
Ferguson, D. L., & Rosales-Ruiz, J. (2001). Loading the problem loader: The effects of target 

training and shaping on trailer-loading behavior of horses. Journal of Applied Behavior 
Analysis, 34, 409-424. 

Feuerbacher , E. N. & Wynne, C., D., L. (2012). Relative efficacy of human social interaction and 
food as reinforcers for domestic dogs and hand-reared wolves. Journal of Applied Behavior 
Analysis, 98, 105-129 

Behavioral Pharmacology:  
 Laties, V.G. (2003). Behavior analysis and the growth of behavioral pharmacology. The Behavior 

Analyst, 26, 235-252 
Mahatmya, D., Zobel, A., & Valdovinos, M. G. (2008). Treatment approaches for self-injurious 



behavior in individuals with autism: Behavioral and pharmacological methods. Journal of 
Early and Intensive Behavior Intervention, 5(1), 106-118. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/h0100413 

Addiction: 
Stitzer, M. L., Bigelow, G. E., Liebson, I. A., & Hawthorne, J. W. (1982). Contingent reinforcement  

for benzodiazepine-free urines: Evaluation of a drug abuse treatment intervention. Journal 
of Applied Behavior Analysis, 15, 493-503. 

Dallery, J., Raiff, B., R., Grabinski, M., J. (2013). Internet-based contingency management to 
promote smoking cessation: A randomized controlled study. Journal of Applied Behavior 
Analysis, 46, 750-764. 

Gerontology: 
Burgio, L. D., & Burgio, K., L. (1986). Behavioral gerontology: Application of behavioral methods to 

the problems of older adults. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 19, 321-328. 
Bourgeois, M. S. (1990). Enhancing conversation skills in patients with Alzheimer's disease using a  
 prosthetic memory aid. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 23, 29-42. 

ABA in Hospitals: 
Boyle, M. E., & Greer, R. D. (1983). Operant procedures and the comatose patient. Journal of 

Applied Behavior Analysis, 16, 3–12. 
Kelley, M. L., Gergory, J. J., Middlebrook, J. L., McNeer, M., F., Drabman, R. S. (1984). Decreasing  

burned children’s pain behavior: Impacting the trauma of hydrotherapy. Journal of Applied 
Behavior Analysis, 17, 147-158. 

Behavioral Pediatrics: 
Smeets, P. M., Lancioni, G. E., Ball, T. S., & Oliva, D. S. (1985). Shaping self-initiated toileting in  
 infants. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 18, 303-308. 
France, K. G. & Hudson, S. M. (1990). Behavior management of infant sleep disturbance. Journal 

of Applied Behavior Analysis, 23, 91-98. 
Foster care: 

Witherup, L. R., Vollmer, T. R., Van Camp, C. M., Goh, H.-L., Borrero, J. C., & Mayfield, K. (2008). 
Baseline Measurement of Running Away Among Youth in Foster Care. Journal of Applied 
Behavior Analysis, 41, 305–318.  

Whitehouse, C. M., Vollmer, T., R., & Colbert, B. (2014). Evaluating the use of computerized 
stimulus preference assessment in foster care. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 47, 
470-484.   

Feeding: 
Piazza, C.C., et al. (2003). Functional analysis of inappropriate mealtime behaviors. Journal of 

Applied Behavioral Analysis, 36, 187-204.  
Addison, L., R., Piazza, C. C., Patel, M., R., Bachmeyer, M., H., Rivas, K., M., Milnes, S., M., &  

Oddo, J. (2012). A comparison of sensory integrative and behavioral therapies as treatment 
for pediatric feeding disorders. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 45, 455-471. 

 
Course Requirements: 
 
Attendance/Class Participation: Students are REQUIRED to attend all classes.  Failure to attend 
classes may result in you NOT PASSING the course.  Students are expected to actively participate in 
topical discussions led by the instructor and fellow students each week.  Participation includes asking and 
answering questions related to the topic and offering comments/opinions that reflect behavior analytic 
thinking. Not attending class will result in 0 attendance/participation points. 
 
Readings: For each class, there will be several research articles/chapters to read.  
 
Quizzes: For each class there will be a quiz on the readings.  
 
In-class Presentation: Students will prepare 2 presentations designed to share information on the 
topics assigned for class (topics choices and articles are outlined in syllabus and schedule).  PowerPoint 
(or similar format) presentation with handouts are required.  Presentations should be prepared to allow 
time for questions/discussion. Students may not choose both presentations to occur in the same class.  
 
Paper topic & outline: Students will turn in a summary of their topic and an outline of their paper 
halfway through the semester for feedback before the final paper is due.  



  
Final Paper:  Students are required to prepare a 5-page paper outlining the development of 
contemporary evidence-based practice related to the presentation topic chosen at the beginning of the 
semester (possible topics are outlined in the syllabus and schedule).  The paper must be in APA format 
and submitted by the due date.   
 
Course Objectives 

 
Following completion of this course students will: 
 

1. Define evidence-based practice and identify methods for determining whether an individual 
treatment approach (or program) is evidence-based.  

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the BACB Professional and Ethical Compliance Code for Behavior 
Analysts and identify the expectations for Behavior Analysts in practice. 

3. Identify processes and procedures associated with program practices that are evidence-based.  
4. Demonstrate knowledge of the evidence-based practices in skill development and sources of 

information for evaluating evidence.  
5. Identify procedures and applications that meet evidence-based practice standards for reduction of 

problem behavior. 
  

Methods of Evaluation 
Evaluation 
Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: 
Students are expected to complete and turn in all assignments, and papers when they are due. Failure to 
hand in any of the above will result in a grade of “0” for that given requirement.   Weighting will be as 
follows: 
 
Class Attendance & Participation (3 points x 13 classes) 39 points   
Quizzes (5 points x 10 classes)              50 points          
In-Class Presentation  (x2) (25 points each)  50 points  
Paper topic & outline      20 points 
Final Paper       50 points     
      Total:         209 points 

Substantive Participation Should:  

 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to 
peers’ comments.  

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator.  
• Ask insightful questions.  
• Answer other people’s questions.  
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible.  
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives. 
  

 Ideas for Substantive Participation Include: 
 

• Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences 
that are related to the course.  

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course.  
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different 

perspective on an idea that is being discussed.  
• Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week.  If you need more information, 

ask the participants a question about the week's reading.  
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback.  
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to 

your personal and professional life.    



• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other 
participants’ questions or as you explore the topics of the course, (as it is a violation of copyright 
law to copy the actual page).  

 
 
Final course averages will convert to the following letter grades: 
 

Final Course Average                                             Grade 
93 and above                   A 
90-92        A- 
87-89        B+ 
84-86        B 
80-83        B- 
70-79                 C 

 
Late Assignments 

 
All assignments are expected to be completed by the assigned due date. If you will not be able to get an 
assignment completed by the due date, contact me by email. 
 
All students are expected to participate in face-to-face classes.  Missing a class will result in zero 
participation points for that class   
 
Incomplete Policy  

 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at 
the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close 
to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the 
grade will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be 
already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require 
an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete 
in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincompletestatement/ 
mic Integrity Policy Student Academic Integrity Policy 
Student Academic Integrity Policy 

 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly practic   
University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand req  
academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional dishonesty. 
A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action, which may 
include dismissal from the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of academic dishonesty 
may be found in Section III of this document.  You may also refer to the Student Handbook for 
information about the judicial process. 
 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the 
intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this 
University. Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty. 
 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and integrity are 
necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all academic work be wholly the 
product of an identified individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance of 
others is explicitly acknowledged and deemed appropriate by the instructor of the course. Ethical conduct 
is the obligation of every member of the University community, and breaches of academic integrity 
constitute serious offenses. 
 
Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this policy depend 
on the cooperation of faculty and students. 

http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincompletestatement/


 
Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by this Academic 
Integrity Policy. Faculty members promote academic integrity by making clear on their syllabi their 
expectations concerning homework assignments, collaborative student efforts, research papers, 
examinations, computer-based infractions, and the like. Efforts should be made to detect and to prevent 
cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members have evidence of academic 
dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence promptly. 
 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in any 
other work designated by the instructor of the course. Students are also expected to report incidents of 
academic dishonesty to the instructor or dean of the instructional unit. 
 
The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth. 
 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass Dartmouth 
Student Academic Integrity Policy at the link below. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/ 
 
 
Center for Access and Success 

 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to 
obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and 
provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is 
obtained when you bring proper documentation to the Center, which is located in Pine Dale Hall, Room 
7136; phone: 508.999.8711. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 
 
Resources 

 
Links to all student resources can be found at: http://www.umassd.edu/extension/studentresources/ 
 
Tutoring 
If you are having difficulty with the class, please: 

● Post a message on the Discussion Board – be sure to use your classmates for 
troubleshooting and problem solving. 

● Make an appointment to meet with me. 
● Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support: 

 
Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts – Room 7 
Phone: 508.999.8708, Fax: 508.910.6404 

 
Technical Help 
 
If you need technical assistance, please visit the following link below for a list of technical support 
resources. http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/studentresources/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Schedule 

Clinical Applications of Applied Behavior Analysis Course Schedule &  
Assignments 

 
Week/Date  Topic Responsibilities 

Week 1 
1/24/19 
 
 

Topics:  
• Course Overview 
• Choose topics for 

presentations 
 

Readings:  
 N/A 
 
Evaluation: Attendance/participation 
 

Week 2 
1/31/19 
 

Topics: 
• Evidenced-based practices 

 

Readings: 
 BACB Professional and Ethical Code 
 National Standards Report 
 Iwata 1988 
 
Evaluation: Quiz; attendance/participation 

Week 3 
2/7/19 

 Topics: 
• OBM: 
• Performance-based pay 
• Behavior-based safety 

 

Readings: 
 George & Hopkins (1989) 
 Long et al. (2012) 
 Fox (1987) 
 Abellon & Wilder (2014) 
 
Evaluation: Quiz; attendance/participation 

Week 4 
2/14/19 

 Topics: 
• Discuss topics for paper 
• Review APA style 

 

Readings: 
Review APA Manual or Purdue OWL website 
 
 



 Evaluation: Attendance/participation 
Week 5 
2/21/19 

 Topics: 
• Community safety 
• Sports 

 

Readings:  
 Van Houten et al. (1985) 
 Poche et al. (1981)  
 McKenzie & Rushall (1974) 
 Boyer (2009) 
 
Evaluation: Quiz; attendance/participation 

Week 6 
2/28/19 

 Topics: 
• Weight loss/Exercise 
• Self-management 

 

Readings:  
 Mann (1972) 
 DeLuca & Holborn (1992) 
 Wallace & Pear (1977) 
 James (1987) 
 
Evaluation: Quiz; attendance/participation 

Week 7 
3/7/19 
 

Topics: 
• Nonhuman animals 
• Sexual Deviance 

 
 

Readings:  
 Feuerbacher & Wynne (2012) 
 Feuerbacher & Wynne (2015) 
 Glasgow et al. (2003) 
 Reyes et al. (2017) 
 
Evaluation: Quiz; attendance/participation 

Week 8 (online class) 
3/21/19 
 

 Topics: 
• Discuss paper topics and 

outline 

Readings: N/A 
 
Evaluation: Topic and paper outline due;  
                    Must also post to discussion   
                   board and review and comment    
                   on 2 peer’s outlines/topics (to 
                   get attendance/participation   
                   points).  
 

Week 9 
3/28/19 
 

 Topics: 
• Behavioral Pharmacology 
• Smoking Cessation 

 

Readings:  
 Corby, Roll, Ledgerwood, & Schuster (2000) 
Dallery et al. (2013) 

 Laties (2003) 
 Mahatmya, Zobel, & Valdovinos (2008) 
  
 
 
Evaluation: Quiz; attendance/participation 

Week 10 
4/4/19 

 Topics: 
• Gerontology 
• ABA in hospitals 

 

Readings: 
 Burgio (1986) 
 Bourgerois (1990) 
 Boyle & Greer (1983) 
 Kelley (1984) 
 
Evaluation: Quiz; attendance/participation 

Week 11 
4/11/19 

 Topics: 
• Substance abuse 
• Gambling 

Readings:  
Dunn, Sigman, Thomas, Heil, & Higgins 
(2008) 
Guerico, Johnson, & Dixon (2012) 

  Silverman, Roll, & Higgins (2008) 
 Stitzer (1982) 
 
Evaluation: Quiz; attendance/participation 

Week 12 
4/18/19 
 

 Topics: 
• Behavioral Pediatrics 
• Foster Care 

Readings:  
 Smeets et al. (1985) 
 France (1990) 



   Winthrup et al. (2008) 
 Whitehouse et al. (2014) 
 
Evaluation: Quiz; attendance/participation  

Week 13 
4/25/19 
 
 

 Topics: 
• Feeding 

 

Readings: 
 Piazza (2003) 
Addison (2012) 
 
Assignment: Quiz; attendance/participation 

Week 14- No class 
 

Topics: 
 
Final Paper Due 

 
 
Evaluation: Final Paper Due by May 5th 
 

 
 


