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PHL 215:7101 Introduction to Philosophy Online Syllabus 
Summer 2019: 6/11 - 7/11  

 
 

Instructor: Dr. Jennifer W. Mulnix       
Office Location: LARTS 389     
Phone: 508-910-6869     
Office Hours: Online any day by appt 
E-mail address: jmulnix@umassd.edu 
MyCourses site: http://dartmouth.umassonline.net/ 
 

 
Course Texts: 
All required course readings will be made available as .pdf files on the MyCourses site. The course readings 
will include excerpts from Manuel Velasquez, Lawrence Hinman, J.S. Mill, Immanuel Kant, Aristotle, Peter 
Singer, John Arthur, Carl Cohen, Paul Taylor, and William Baxter. There will also be required course 
videos you are expected to watch. It is the student’s responsibility to check the course site for any 
announcements regarding reading and assignment deadlines.   
 
Course Description: 
Ethics serves to inform students about some of the major questions and topics in the study of ethics. The 
course will also enhance your ability to recognize the complex interplay between moral concepts and lived 
experience.  The course aims to provide students with critical thinking skills that are necessary for 
constructively approaching and evaluating complex ethical dilemmas. Ethical theories will be discussed, 
including: Ethical Relativism, Ethical Subjectivism, Utilitarianism, Kantian Ethics, and Virtue Ethics. The 
second part of the course examines some moral problems in light of these theories, such as the treatment 
of animals, affluence and poverty, and the environment. 
This course fulfills a University Studies requirement under the Cluster 4A: The Social World: Humanity 
and Society: Human Questions and Contexts. 
 
Course Objectives: At the conclusion of the course, students will be able to: 
1. Recognize ethical issues in complex contexts and evaluate the ethical positions taken by themselves and 
others. 
2. Explain different perspectives on: a) what it means to be human and how the significance of human 
existence has been understood; b) the nature of human relationships and how these relationships are 
evidenced in regard to the broader world; or c) how knowledge is obtained, maintained and changed, as 
well as how individuals come to understand and think about the world around them. 
3. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of sources. 
4. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on human questions and contexts. 
 
Course Grading: 
Quizzes (4 total @ 50 points each)       20% (200 points)    
Discussion Forum Assignments (3 total @ 100 points each)    30% (300 points) 
Final Exam           50% (500 points) 
           100 % = 1000 points  
 
Final course grades will be assigned according to the following scale:  
A+ 97-100% B+ 87-89%  C+ 77-79%  D+ 67-69%       F 59% &below 
A 93-96%  B 83-86%  C 73-76%   D 63-66% 
A- 90-92%  B- 80-82%  C- 70-72%   D- 60-62% 


