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Description 

 What we fear can tell us a good deal about who we are. In this course, we’ll 
explore the deeper cultural anxieties and fantasies at work in the literature of 
horror. Is a vampire really just a vampire? Is a ghost just a ghost? What 
concepts of race, gender, class, sexuality, religion, and nationality lurk behind 
tales of the monstrous and the mad? How do these stories connect to our 
lives, and why are they so effective? How do we explain the horror stories we 
find in today’s popular culture? This course will include class discussion, 
writing assignments, and quizzes.  

 Course Objectives 

 After completing this course, students will be able to: 

1. Articulate how literature (fiction, poetry, drama and literary nonfiction) both 
reflects and helps shape culture, society, and history.   

2. Explain how a text’s literary form, style, and content express its meanings 
using appropriate disciplinary terminology.    

3. Evaluate the rhetorical and contextual elements of ideas presented by 
literary texts and respond to them critically and analytically. 

4. Explain the ways in which literature expresses the values that humans 
attach to their experiences. 

 Required Reading 

 The following books are available for purchase in the campus bookstore: 

• Bram Stoker, Dracula (Oxford University Press, 2011) 
• Robert Louis Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll 

and Mr. Hyde (Dover Thrift, 1991) 



 

• Shirley Jackson, The Haunting of Hill House (Penguin 
Classics, 2006) 

• Toni Morrison, Beloved (Vintage, 2004) 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS: If you have any questions about 
the course (readings, assignments, schedule, the website, etc), you should 
post them to the question and answer board on our website. I’ll be checking 
the board regularly and will respond to your question. It’s a good idea to post 
questions there because then other students who might have the same 
question can benefit from seeing it. Please keep in mind that questions posted 
after 9 p.m. will not be answered until the next morning.  

EMAIL: If you need to ask me a question directly or you have an urgent issue, 
you can email me at cgelmi@umassd.edu. I will do my best to get back to 
students on the same day they email me (I do, however, go to bed earlier than 
most of you, so emails received after 9 p.m. will be answered the next 
morning).  

  

COURSE POLICIES: 

Reading: I will begin each unit with a reminder about what we’re doing and 
what we’re reading.  You are expected to keep up with the assigned reading 
and to be prepared to discuss these readings with each other.  This is not a 
course in which I dictate your learning.  Your grade will directly reflect your 
efforts in grappling with the course material.  I have certain expectations of 
your dedication, understanding, and ability to discuss material.  However, if 
there is something you do not understand, I expect you to do whatever is 
necessary to gain understanding (i.e., bring it up on the course web 
discussion board, do outside reading, email me, etc). You are expected to 
complete all readings before responding to assignments and discussion board 
activities  

Written Work:  Written work is expected to be turned in on time and 
completed in a thoughtful, professional manner. When writing papers for me, 
be sure they are double-spaced with one-inch margins, in size 12 Times New 
Roman font, with sources documented in MLA format. Online courses hold to 
the same requirements as a face to face class; thus, assignments (papers; 
presentations; etc.) that are turned in later than 48 hours are not accepted 
and will receive a failing grade. Worked turned in a day late will be dropped by 
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1 letter grade. Work turned in two days late will have two letter grades 
deducted. Worked turned in more than two days late will automatically fail.  

Extension Policy: Each student is allowed to take one extension of two days 
on a written assignment. If you don’t need the extension, you certainly don’t 
have to take it, but it’s there for you to use once if you do need it. After you 
use your extension, you won’t be granted another so choose wisely. To use 
the extension, you should email me before the assignment due date and 
inform me that you’ll be using it.  

Discussion Activities:  Keep in mind that we move through each unit quickly 
since this is only a five-week class. You need to stay on top of the discussion 
questions and requirements for interactions with your classmates.  There will 
be 15 discussion boards in which you are expected to participate. Directions 
will be included with each board and they typically require you to post a 
response about the assigned readings and to respond to two of your 
classmates’ posts.  

Plagiarism:  In any situation, plagiarism is a serious offense and may result in 
a failing grade in this course.  Since much of your work in this class requires 
the use of an outside source, the citation of sources is mandatory.  I expect 
every student in this class to under the necessity of citing your sources in all 
academic work in order to avoid plagiarism.  For a thorough explanation of 
plagiarism, see 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_plagiar.html   For the 
UMass Dartmouth academic policy, see: 
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm  

Course Incomplete Policy:  According to the university catalogue, an 
incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the instructor's 
discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be 
sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the 
recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I).  The 
incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be 
already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must 
exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you 
need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will 
then decide on a course of action and complete the required paperwork. 

MLA Documentation: With each of your written assignments, your in-text 
citations and works cited pages will be checked. Remember, with each 
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assignment, you need to include a Works Cited page and follow proper MLA 
(Modern Language Association) documentation. 

Disability Services: If you require accommodations for a documented 
disability, please contact the Center for Access and Success for support: 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/informationforonlinelearning/  

STUDENT TECHNICAL HELP 

http://umd.echelp.org/ 

UMASS DARTMOUTH LIBRARY  

http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices/   

  

REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS: 

Discussion Board Postings: Discussion boards constitute much of the work 
you’ll do for this class. They help us to establish conversations about these 
texts (much like we would in an in-person class), and they present you with an 
opportunity to share your thoughts, engage with others, and learn more about 
the material. You will be responsible for fifteen discussion activities for this 
course. I will always provide you with instructions for each post. Be sure to 
read them carefully and make sure you’re responding to the prompts I 
provide. Most of these discussion activities will ask you to post responses to 
questions and to respond to two of your classmates’ posts. For each post, you 
can receive up to two points. This means that you can earn up to 30 points for 
your discussion posts over the course of the semester. Your discussion board 
grade will be calculated out of these 30 possible points. Posts will be graded 
as follows: 

• 2 points: You have completed the post on time and responded to two of 
your classmates on time. Both your post and your responses to 
classmates follow the instructions and are thoughtful and clear. 

• 1 point: You have completed the post correctly, but you have not 
responded to your classmates. Or you have responded to your 
classmates, but you have not completed the post. Or you have 
completed the post and the responses, but they do not follow the 
instructions or are not thoughtful and clear. Or you have turned in either 
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your post or your responses late (I will count discussion work turned 
in up to 8 hours after the due date as late). 

• 0 points: You have not completed the post or responses or you have 
turned in the post or responses more than 8 hours after the due date. 

• Since there are 15 possible posts, if you complete all of them on time 
and correctly, you will receive 30/30 points and get a 100 for this portion 
of the course. I do not grade these posts like I grade your essays. Your 
writing doesn’t need to be very polished and grammatically correct. It 
just needs to be clear enough that your readers can understand it. You 
also don’t have to give the “right” answer or understand everything 
that’s going on. You just need to do your best to respond to the 
prompts, follow the directions I lay out, and submit everything on time. If 
you do this, you’ll receive full credit. As you can see, the discussion 
posts are a great way to get an A and provide a strong foundation for 
your final grade in the course.  

A word of advice: Please take time to plan accordingly. 
Remember, we never meet face to face; thus, the boards are 
where we generate the classroom conversations that typically 
occur in the face to face environment. Your voice is vital to the 
development of our communal knowledge about the issues and 
readings we will address in the next seven weeks.  

Close Reading Essay: You will write a paper of 2-3 pages in which you 
closely analyze the language in a particular text and discuss how specific 
features of that language help the text to express a particular idea, theme, or 
issue.  

Historical Analysis Essay:  This paper should also be between 2-3 pages. In 
it, you will examine how one of our texts relates to its historical context. This 
will give you an opportunity to explore how the text engages with the political, 
cultural, and social dimensions of its own time period. This essay will require 
you to do some outside research. 

Literary Analysis Essay: This essay should be between 4-5 pages. In it, you 
will develop your own topic and argument about a text and support that 
argument through careful analysis. This essay may require you to do some 
outside research.   

3 Quizzes: You will take three short quizzes to assess your understanding of the 
material and to make sure you’re keeping up with the reading. Questions on the 
quiz can be drawn from the reading, my lectures notes, my videos, and the 



 

discussion boards. Be sure you’re keeping up with all of the material in order to 
be prepared for the quizzes.    

Please note: Grading criteria for each of the assignments will be provided.  

GRADING BREAKDOWN: 

Discussion Board Posts: 20% 

Close Reading Essay: 15% 

Historical Analysis Essay: 20% 

Literary Analysis Essay: 30% 

3 Quizzes: 15% (5% each) 

  

  

  

 


