
ENL 337: 20th Century American Poetry 
Summer 2019 7-week Session Online 

Professor Shari Evans 
 

We go to poetry because we believe it has something to do with us.  We 
also go to poetry to receive the experience of the not me, to enter a field of 
vision we could not otherwise apprehend.   
 --Adrienne Rich, What is Found There:  Notebook on Poetry and Politics (1993) 

 
Course Description: A study of major American poets of this century from Frost to Richard 
Wilbur. 
 
Detailed Course Description:  What do poets try to do?  Why do we read poetry?  Do we find 
things in poetry that we can't find elsewhere?  How does poetry explain who we are?  How does 
poetry explain our country?  In what ways can poetry influence our future?  These questions, and 
more, will be answered as we read and discuss a selection of contemporary American poets.  We 
will begin with a look at Robert Pinsky's the Favorite Poem Project.  Pinsky, our former Poet 
Laureate, developed a database of poems that American people love.  He believes that the project 
"tells us something about who we are, as a people and a nation, and it will tell future generations 
something about who we were."  From Pinsky’s project, we will turn to our own ideas about 
poetry and how it tells us about who we are as both a nation and a people.  In doing so, we will 
read a great deal of poetry as well as a number of critical essays discussing the role of the poet 
and poetry in our society.  Our final class project will be hosting a “Favorite Poem” reading like 
the ones Pinsky's project has initiated all across the country. 
 
Course Objectives:  The course objectives are to provide an exploration of 20th century 
American poetry.  At the same time, the course works to provide practice and guidance in the 
skills of a literary critic, including close reading and analysis, writing short responses and essays, 
developing one’s understanding of the historical context of various poets and schools of poetry, 
and developing approaches to teaching poetry in the classroom.  By the end of the semester, 
successful students will be able to: 
 

 analyze the works of several contemporary American poets 
 analyze the concepts, strategies, and theories that underlie the work of 

contemporary American poets;  
 read a single text in a number of different ways. 

 
We will work toward these objectives through assigned readings, various writing assignments, 
class and group discussion, and research.  
 
Course Texts (subject to change): 
Poulin, A (editor). Contemporary American Poetry, 8/E. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006. (This 

book is available used online for $37) 
 
Course Policies: 
 



Reading:  You are expected to keep up with the assigned reading and to be prepared to discuss 
these readings with each other.  This is not a course in which I dictate your learning.  Your grade 
will directly reflect your efforts in grappling with the course material.  I have certain 
expectations of your dedication, understanding, and ability to discuss material.  However, if there 
is something you do not understand, I expect you to do whatever is necessary to gain 
understanding (i.e., bring it up on the course web discussion board, do outside reading, talk to me 
outside of class). 

Written Work:  Written work is expected to be 1) turned in on time, 2) typed, 3) correct.  In 
other words, please do not dash off your papers in the last possible 5 minutes.  Do not turn them 
in without spell checking or proofreading them.  If I cannot understand your writing, I cannot 
(and will not) grade your work.   When writing papers for me, be sure they are double-spaced 
with one-inch margins, in size 12 Times New Roman font, with sources documented in MLA 
format.  Please do NOT manipulate margins or fonts.  Page limits are guidelines unless otherwise 
stated.   

Late work will NOT be accepted without a legitimate excuse.  If you have not received my 
approval to turn something in late, you will fail the assignment.  In other words, I will not 
accept late work. 

Plagiarism:  In any situation, plagiarism is a serious offense and may result in a failing grade in 
this course.  Since much of your work in this class requires the use of an outside source, the 
citation of sources is mandatory.  I expect every student in this class to understand the necessity 
of citing your sources in all academic work in order to avoid plagiarism.  For a thorough 
explanation of plagiarism, see 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_plagiar.html   For the UMass Dartmouth 
academic policy, see: 
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm  

Course Incomplete Policy:  According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given 
only in exceptional circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at 
the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one 
year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I).  The incomplete 
policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an 
exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete 
for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in 
writing. We will then decide on a course of action and complete the required paperwork. 

MLA Documentation: With each of your written assignments, your quotations and works citied 
pages will be checked.  “Errors” in citation will not be looked upon kindly and, in more serious 
cases, may result in disciplinary action.  Remember, with each assignment, you need to include a 
Works Cited page and follow proper MLA (Modern Language Association) documentation. 

If you have a learning disability, please contact the Center for Access and Success for support. 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/informationforonlinelearning/  

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_plagiar.html
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/informationforonlinelearning/


 
Student Technical Help 
http://mycourses.umassd.wikispaces.net/myCourses+Student+Resources/  
 
UMass Dartmouth Library  
http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices/   
 
You have the opportunity to earn 460 points in this class. Here’s how: 
 
Favorite Poem Reading (20 points):  To start off our journey into poetry, each of you will post 
to our voice thread a favorite poem with a brief discussion why you selected your poem. This 
posting is modeled on the Favorite Poem project, which you will have time to review online in 
preparation for your own posting. Note that your reading of the poem and your discussion of 
why you chose each poem should not take more than 3-4 minutes. You also need to provide text 
document that includes the poem’s text and a paragraph summarizing the points you made as you 
explained why you chose the poem. This written document means that someone who is hard of 
hearing or who does not learn well by listening can still appreciate your thoughts via the written 
format.  
 
Favorite Poem Take Away Posting (10 points): Everyone needs to listen the favorite poem 
postings. Then, go to the discussion board area and post a 2 paragraph reflective response on 
what you learned from your classmates’ readings.  
 
Poetry Podcast (50 points): You will each post a poetry podcast during the course. I will post a 
sign-up sheet and you will each choose a poet and poem for presentation. Think of this podcast 
as a verbal response paper where you are engaging with a poem you have selected and thinking 
critically about what the poem says and how it works.  
 

• each person will read his/her selected poem out loud for the class to hear (note: it’s 
important to pay attention to punctuation and enunciation of words when reading poetry) 

• each person will provide an analysis of the poem; the analysis must take place in two 
ways: 

 
o verbally in the podcast; please explain how you locate meaning in the poem and 

why. Please note that the verbal analysis, plus the poem reading, should not take 
more than 5 minutes. Your goal is a 3-5 minute verbal presentation. The verbal 
presentation is you talking about the poem—it is not a reading of the written 
document that accompanies the podcast (see next bullet point). The goal is for you 
to be talking with us as you would in a face to face class.  

 
o in writing in the discussion board area, please provide: 

 
 the poem (provide us with the full text of the poem)  
 ONE written paragraph providing background information about the poet 

drawn from the Literature Criticism Online Database  -- 

http://mycourses.umassd.wikispaces.net/myCourses+Student+Resources/
http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices/


http://libproxy.umassd.edu/login?url=http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/
GLA?locID=mlin_s_umass) 

 TWO written paragraphs analyzing the poem for its meaning  
 
The verbal presentation is completed by posting to our discussion voice board set up for 
these assignments in each section of our course. You will post your written comments to 
the voice thread in the message area as well for the class. Note: the poetry podcast must 
be posted the day BEFORE a discussion starts on your chosen poet (e.g. if you are 
doing your podcast on Philip Levine, our discussion begins June 30th. Therefore, your 
podcast needs to be posted by midnight on June 29th) 

 
Discussion Board Postings (8 for 20 points each; 2 for 10 points each; total 180 points):  
This class depends a great deal upon the discussion board conversations (threads). There will be 
eight discussion boards where you are expected to participate. Directions will be included with 
each board and they typically require you to post a response about the assigned readings. Two 
discussion boards are our course introductions and final comments; they are worth only 10 points 
each. The other eight boards focus on critically talking about the readings.  

 
Please take time to plan accordingly. Remember, we never meet face to face; thus, 
the boards are where we generate the classroom conversations that typically occur 
in the face to face environment. Your voice is vital to the development of our 
communal knowledge about the issues and readings we will address in the next 
five weeks. At times, discussions will ask you to do some library research. 

 
Short Comparative Papers (100 pts.): You will write two short comparative papers of 750-
1000 words each worth 50 points each. This paper will compare and contrast, through close 
reading and analysis, two poems of your choice. The paper must make direct use of at least ONE 
of the readings we completed as a class on how to read poetry OR it may include an outside 
source you find using the UMass Dartmouth library databases (it must be a scholarly source). 
The paper must also follow proper MLA format.  
 
Short Answer Exam (100 points):  You will complete a short answer exam that covers the texts we 
are reading for the class. These responses ask you to focus on a text’s formal elements and HOW the 
text itself creates meaning for readers. Our focus here is on form and how form shapes textual 
meaning. The key is to move beyond the text’s literal action to the text’s figurative meanings. This 
assignment will happen at the end of the course. 
 

http://libproxy.umassd.edu/login?url=http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/GLA?locID=mlin_s_umass
http://libproxy.umassd.edu/login?url=http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/GLA?locID=mlin_s_umass

