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Regional Economic Development 

POL 536 

 

Introduction to the Course  

 

Term Summer II, 2019, June 17th to August 6th  

 

 About the Course  

 

Course Goals:  By the end of the semester, the student should be knowledgeable in each 

of the following three areas: 

 

1. The role of national and global economic conditions on regional economies. 

2. National, state, and local public policies proposed to encourage sustainable 

economic development.  Sustainability in economics implies longevity, 

prosperity, and growth.   

3. The implications of alternative public policies on economic efficiency and the 

distribution of program costs and benefits among affected parties. 

 

Course Objectives: 

  

1. Complete weekly writing assignment black board posts and engage in discussion 

with classmates on the contributive aspects of the readings. 

2. Prepare a two-page memorandum for your state representative on an economic 

development issue of interstate competition.  In it clearly convey what role of 

government action you propose.  Relate your argument to the literature and 

economic concepts covered by the class.  A good idea is to structure your 

argument around the concepts: externalities, clusters, public goods, stakeholders, 

revenue streams, benefits and costs. 

3. Prepare a book review of:  

Atkinson, R. D. (2004). The Past and Future of America's Economy: Long 

Waves of Innovation That Power Cycles of Growth. Edward Elgar Publishing 

 

Expected Student Learning Outcomes:  By the end of the course students should be 

comfortable with: 

 

1. Localization economies at the regional level.   

2. The difference between defined geographical boundaries of local economies and 

their spillover effects outside of specific locations. 

3. Benefit/cost issues and public revenue decision-making in localization economies. 

4. Product life cycle and consumption pattern changes in the new economy.  
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• Required Texts  

 

Atkinson, Robert. D. (2004). The Past and Future of America's Economy: Long Waves 

Of Innovation That Power Cycles Of Growth. Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar 

Publishing. (you can find the text for fairly cheap on Amazon and try to find a used copy) 

 

Schedule and Calendar  

 

Week 1 Theories of Regional Economics - June 23   

 

 

Bates, Timothy. (2008). “Alleviating the Lagging Performance of Economically 

Depressed Communities and Regions." in Entrepreneurship in Emerging 

Domestic Markets. Springer US. 9-19. (uploaded on Blackboard) 

 

Cortright, Joseph. (2001). “New Growth Theory, Technology and Learning:  A 

Practitioners Guide.”  US Economic Development Administration. Reviews of 

Economic Development Literature and Practice 4 (uploaded on Blackboard) 

 

Porter, Michael. (2003).  "The Economic Performance of Regions."  Regional Studies 37 

(6 & 7): 549-578. 

 

Venables, Anthony. (2006). “Shifts in Economic Geography and Their Causes.” 

Economic Review, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, 4th Quarter (uploaded 

on Blackboard) 

 

 

Week 2 Regional Competitiveness – June 30  

 

 

Anguelov, Nikolay. (2014). Policy and Political Theory in Trade Practice: Multinational 

Corporations and Global Governments. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 

7 (uploaded on Blackboard) 

 

Kitson, Michael Ron Martin and Peter Tyler. (2004). "Regional Competitiveness:  An 

Elusive Yet Key Concept."  Regional Studies 38 (9): 991-99.   

 

Edward Malecki. (2004). "Jockeying for Position:  What it Means and Why It Matters to 

Regional Development Policy When Places Compete."  Regional Studies 38 (9): 

1101-1120.   
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Turok, Ivan.  (2004).  "Cities, Regions, and Competitiveness."  Regional Studies 38 (9): 

1069-1083. 

 

Week 3 Regional Economic Structures - July 7    

 

 

Barbour, Elisa, and Ann Markusen. (2007). "Regional Occupational and Industrial 

Structure: Does One Imply the Other?." International Regional Science Review 30 

(1): 72-90. 

 

Barkley, David L., and Mark S. Henry. (1997). “Rural Industrial Development: To 

Cluster Or Not to Cluster?.” Review of Agricultural Economics 19(2): 308-325. 

 

Lazzeretti, Luciana, Silvia Rita Sedita and Annalisa Caloffi. (2014). “Founders and 

Disseminators of Cluster Research.”  Economic Geography 14 (1): 21-43 

 

Markusen, Ann. (1996). Sticky Places in Slippery Space: A Typology of Industrial 

Districts. Economic Geography 72 (3): 293-313 

 

Menzel, Max-Peter and Dirk Fornahl. (2010). "Cluster Life Cycles - Dimensions and 

Rationales of Cluster Evolution." Industrial and Corporate Change 19 (1): 205-

238.  

 

 

Week 4 Federal vs. State Policies and Their Regional Impacts - July 14   

 

 

Drabenstott, M. R. (2005). A Review of The Federal Role in Regional Economic 

Development. Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, Center for the Study of Rural 

America. (uploaded on Blackboard) 

 

Drabenstott, Mark. (2006). "Rethinking Federal Policy for Regional Economic 

Development." Economic Review-Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City 91 (1): 

115. 

 

Mills, Karen G., Elisabeth B. Reynolds, and Andrew Reamer. (2008) Clusters and 

competitiveness: A new federal role for stimulating regional economies. 

Washington: Brookings Institution (uploaded on blackboard) 

 

Peck, J. (2005). Struggling with the creative class. International Journal of Urban and 

Regional Research 29 (4): 740-770. 
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Week 5 Economic Development Strategies in Regional Context - July 21   

 

Yago, Glenn, James R. Barth, and Betsy Zeidman. (2008). Entrepreneurship in Emerging 

Domestic Markets: Barriers and Innovation. (the rest of the book, please 

summarize each chapter separately – in this case each chapter is an independent 

journal article –  and offer a concluding paragraph on the policy implications of 

the whole book) 

 

Week 6 Upload Economic Development Community Memorandum - July 28 

 

Week 7 Submit book review of Atkinson (2004) - August 4.  Please e-mail me your 

book reviews directly @ nanguelov@umassd.edu    

 

• Issue Memorandum: 

You must choose an economic development issue in your community and direct the 

attention of your mayor or state representative to it in a two-page memo.  You must 

explain how the bellow concepts are interrelated in your issue and explain how the 

findings in the works we have covered impact your issue: 

• Production platform, i.e., explain what is the industry and its products affected by 

the issue you are examining 

• Discuss how local policies affect the provision of infrastructure for that industry 

• Explain what regional factors may impact the competition for local resources and 

labor 

• Explain how the issue affects you as a citizen 

• Convince the policy maker that something must be done  

The memo should demonstrate that you have graduate training in regional economics.  

Including a list of reference is highly encouraged.  It could be entirely compiled from 

the articles we have covered in class.     

• Sequence of Assignments:  

 

Two weekly blackboard posts are required.  Every Sunday, by midnight (dates are in the 

syllabus), students should have posted a summary of the assigned readings.  Write-up 

requirements are bellow. 

 

Every following Tuesday, by midnight, students should post a response (only one 

response for this class) to one classmates’ post from Sunday.  The point of the response 

post is to develop a collaborative atmosphere of idea exchange.  Posts should be 
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analytical and contributive, as well as professional and constructive.  I will participate in 

the discussions when I see an opportunity to add or clarify, but I do not want to lead 

and/or dictate discussions.  I highly encourage students to do more posts, respond to 

comments, and I hope we create voluntary discussions.  You will receive a weekly grade 

that is a composite of BOTH your posts – the required summary and one response.  The 

maximum points given are 5.  Your grade will greatly benefit if you do more than one 

post in terms of response and discussion.   

 

• Write-up Requirements: 

 

Please complete the reading assignments and prepare a brief summary of the major 

ideas discussed.  For journal articles, make sure you identify: 1 - the research 

question or issue analyzed; 2 - the data set used in the methodology (IF 

APPLICABLE) 3 - the conclusion and contribution of the work.  For multiple 

readings, please include the title and author for each summary.  Only one post is 

required, but within it several headings, depending on the number of readings 

assigned, will be necessary.   

All write-ups should be brief, clear and analytical.  Length is unimportant, style and 

content are. 

 

• Basis for Assigning the Course Grade: Completing the write-ups on time will 

be 5% of your final grade.  Discussion participation and alacrity will also count 

for 5% of your grade.  In short, 10% of your grade depends on meeting a deadline 

and participating in class.  Each week you will be assigned a grade on your write-

ups.  The cumulative average of those 5 grades will count for 60% of your overall 

grade. Actual grades on write-ups will reflect your weekly progress.  That way 

you can track your performance weekly.  The legislative memo will count for the 

10% of your final grade.  The book report will account for the last 20% of your 

grade. 

 

Other Resources  

 

 

Attendance Policy 

I have no official attendance policy. In graduate school it is up to you to maximize your 

investment.  However, your diligence and alacrity will be duly noted.  

 

Incomplete Policy 

According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional 

circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the 

time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed 

within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become 
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an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course 

must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) 

must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you 

need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will 

then decide on a course of action. 

http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincompletestatem

ent/ 

 

Student Academic Integrity Policy 

All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic 

integrity and scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic 

dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand required 

academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional dishonesty. 

A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary 

action which may include dismissal from the University. The procedure for 

responding to incidents of academic dishonesty may be found in Section III of 

this document. You may also refer to the Student Handbook for information about 

the judicial process. 

A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and 

respect for the intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are 

fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are undermined by 

academic dishonesty. 

Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty 

and integrity are necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity 

requires that all academic work be wholly the product of an identified individual 

or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance of others is 

explicitly acknowledged and deemed appropriate by the instructor of the course. 

Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the University community, 

and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 

Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of 

this policy depend on the mutual cooperation of faculty and students. 

Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by 

this Academic Integrity Policy. Faculty members promote academic integrity by 

making clear on their syllabi their expectations concerning homework 

assignments, collaborative student efforts, research papers, examinations, 

computer-based infractions, and the like. Efforts should be made to detect and to 

prevent cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members 

have evidence of academic dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence 

promptly. 

Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for 

credit and in any other work designated by the instructor of the course. Students 

are also expected to report incidents of academic dishonesty to the instructor or 

dean of the instructional unit. 

http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincompletestatement/
http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincompletestatement/
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The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass 

Dartmouth. 

*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the 

UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy at the link below. 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentconductpolici

es/academicintegritypolicy/ 

 

Center for Access and Success  

In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 

accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the 

instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork 

from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained 

when you bring proper documentation to the Center, which is located in Liberal 

Arts, Room 016; phone: 508.999.8711. 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 

 

Resources 

Tutoring 

If you are having difficulty with the class please: 

• Post a message on the Discussion Board – be sure to use your classmates for 

troubleshooting and problem solving. 

• Make an appointment to come in and meet with me during my office hours. 

• Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support: 

Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts – Room7 

Phone: 508.999.8708, Fax: 508.910.6404 

 

Technical Help 

If you are in need of technical assistance the IT Service Desk is available to students. 

Claire T. Carney Library, lower level 508.999.8884 (x8884) or Email 

Sunday: 12:00pm-2am Monday thru Thursday: 7:30am-2am Friday: 7:30am-

11pm Saturday: 9:30am-1pm 

Students living in the Residence Halls may also contact the Residential Technology 

(ResTech) Support Center: 

Visit ResTech in Elmwood Hall, lower level 

Call the ResTech Help Line at 508.999.8040 (x8040) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentconductpolicies/academicintegritypolicy/
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http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
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