
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS DARTMOUTH – COURSE SYLLABUS / HST 356

 

Course Information 
Course Name: The Holocaust 
Course ID:  HST 356-7101 (2548) 
Semester: Summer 2018 – (July 17, 2018 –August 15, 2018) 
Mode: Online 

Instructor Information 
Name: Dr. Ilana Offenberger 
Email: ioffenberger@umassd.edu 
Phone: 508 999 8308 
Office Hours: Wednesday, 5pm  

Weekly Course Structure 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  Weekly start – 

online 
Online office 
hours @ 5:00- 
7:00 pm 

   

Course Description 
 
This course is an introduction to the history of the Holocaust. It aims to provide a foundation for deeper 
understanding and further investigation of one of the most atrocious human catastrophes the 20th century. It is a 
complicated and complex history that begs our close attention and scrutiny.  The Holocaust was not inevitable.  
How and why could and did this happen? Could it happen again?  How could a nation of civilized individuals 
and institutions create a system of mass-murder intended to annihilate millions of innocent human beings? What 
were the steps that led people from the isolation, segregation, dehumanization, expropriation and persecution of 
the Jews to the “final solution” to the Jewish question: annihilation? How did people react and respond during 
the pre-genocidal years leading up to the Holocaust? How did they react and respond during the years of mass-
executions and annihilation? Why were there so many bystanders and why were there so few upstanders? How 
and why did people make decisions and what options did they have? 

This course will be organized thematically and chronologically, and will look at the range of human 
behaviors – from the victims, to the perpetrators, collaborators, bystanders, resisters, and rescuers.  We will 
begin with a overview of Jewish life in Europe and an examination of antisemitism – one of the roots causes of 
the Holocaust.  Following the growth of antisemitism through the 19th century, we will move through World 
War I and its aftermath, toward our focus: the rise of the Nazi party in Germany and the implementation of anti-
Jewish policy.  The persecution of the Jews and the unraveling of the Holocaust will be examined through the 
context of the Second World War and the German occupation of much of continental Europe.  Special attention 
will be paid to the impact of major historical turning points on people’s private lives; students will be required 
to read memoirs and view oral testimonies of individuals who lived during this time.  
 
 



Prerequisite: 
None 
 
Course Credits: 
3 semester credits 
 
Required Text: 
Bauer, Yehuda: A History of the Holocaust: Revised Edition (Danbury: Children's Press, 2001). 

Browning, Christopher. Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland (New 
York: Harper Perennial, 1992). 
 
Landau, Abraham. Branded on My Arm and in My Soul: A Holocaust Memoir (New Bedford: Spinner 
Publications, Inc., 2011). 
 
 
Required Materials: 
Computer with microphone and internet connection! 

Course Objectives 
• As a result of students participating in Unit One, Holocaust Overview: Context, they will be able to 

define the Holocaust; identify, locate, recall, and summarize, what happened ( when, where, and who 
was involved). 

• As a result of students participating in Unit Two, The Survivors and Liberators, they will be able to 
name at least three individuals who provide first-hand testimony of their experiences in the Holocaust. 
They will also be able to relate to these testimonies as real life accounts of other human beings like 
themselves, and discuss them with their classmates. 

• As a result of students participating in Unit Three, Researching Institutions for Holocaust Education and 
Confronting Holocaust Denial, they will be able to explain, assess, and conclude, why (or why not) it is 
important for students of all ages to learn about the history of the Holocaust. 

• As a result of students participating in Unit Four, Holocaust Overview and Action, they will be able to 
tell their classmates and others why they enrolled this course and determine how they will incorporate 
the lessons from the course into their daily-lives, and demonstrate one example of this. 

Communication Plan 
 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of a nature 
that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion 
board forum. 
 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a reply from me via 
email within 24 hours during the workweek. You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be an 
exception not the rule. 
 
I will also check the discussion forums daily during the workweek. I will post often during the first weeks of the course 
and then drop off in Activity while expecting participants to fill any void. Rest assured however, I *will* be participating 
in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to any discussion comment directed specifically at me. 
 
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. While you 
may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course you 
would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on assignments 
and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class hours” on your 
own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 



 
Substantive participation in online discussions should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to peer’s 
comments 

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 
• Ask insightful questions 
• Answer other people’s questions 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

• Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that are related 
to the course. 

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective on an idea 

that is being discussed 
• Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week. If you need more information, ask the 

participants a question about the week's reading 
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your personal and 

professional life. 
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ questions 

or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual page) 

Methods of Instruction 
 
Final Grade Breakdown: 

Weekly Participation/Discussions 40% 
Writing Assignment 1 10%  
Writing Assignment 2 10%  
Writing Assignment 3 10% 
Final Paper & Presentation 30%   

 
Explanation of Final Grade Components: 
-Each week you will be expected to complete ALL readings and online assignments: surveys, worksheets, discussion 
boards, and other activities. Your weekly participation will breakdown to 10% each week for a total of 40% of your final 
grade.  
-The first writing assignment (week 1) will be a personal statement regarding your expectations and interest in this course 
after completing the content of Unit One.  It will count for 10% of your grade. 
-The second writing assignment (week 2) will address the materials in Unit Two and focus on the survivor memoir by 
Abe Landau, Branded on My Arm and in My Soul.  It will count for 10% of your grade. 
-The third writing assignment (week 3) will assess the materials in Unit Three and focus on historian Christopher 
Browing’s analysis of the Nazi perpetrators, Ordinary Men.   This paper counts for an additional 10% of your total grade. 
-The Final Project will count for 30% of your grade and will consist of an active assignment that will result in the creation 
of a Powerpoint/Video (or other chosen media) to be shared with the class as well as a writing component. 
 
Late Assignments: 
Late assignments are accepted with a reasonable explanation, such as an unforeseen accident or medical emergency 

Attendance Policy 
Attendance is MANDATORY.  All students must participate in all assignments. 

Incomplete Policy 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the instructor's 
discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not 
completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I). The incomplete policy 



for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical 
issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your 
reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 

Course Conduct 
UMass Dartmouth policies regarding equal opportunity, discrimination, harassment, and sexual violence apply to all 
learning environments wherever they are located and from wherever they are taught. This applies to all UE face-to-face, 
off campus, blended, and online courses. Please see the Office of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion policies page for more 
information. 

Student Academic Integrity Policy 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly practice. The 
University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand required 
academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional dishonesty. 
 
A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may include dismissal 
from the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of academic dishonesty may be found in Section III of this 
document. You may also refer to the Student Handbook for information about the judicial process. 
 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the intellectual 
accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are 
undermined by academic dishonesty. 
 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and integrity are necessary 
preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all academic work be wholly the product of an identified 
individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance of others is explicitly acknowledged and 
deemed appropriate by the instructor of the course. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the University 
community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 
 
Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this policy depend on the mutual 
cooperation of faculty and students. 
 
Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by this Academic Integrity Policy. 
Faculty members promote academic integrity by making clear on their syllabi their expectations concerning homework 
assignments, collaborative student efforts, research papers, examinations, computer-based infractions, and the like. Efforts 
should be made to detect and to prevent cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members have 
evidence of academic dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence promptly. 
 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in any other work 
designated by the instructor of the course. Students are also expected to report incidents of academic dishonesty to the 
instructor or dean of the instructional unit. 
 
The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth. 
 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass Dartmouth Student Academic 
Integrity Policy. 

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper  
documentation to the Center. 
 
 
 

http://www.umassd.edu/eeo/boardoftrusteesuniversitydocuments/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/


Other Resources for UMass Dartmouth Students 
 
Tutoring 
If you have difficulty with the coursework, please: 

• Contact me directly using the contact information listed at the top of this document. 
• Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support:  

o Location: Liberal Arts Room 007 
o Phone: 508.999.8708 

• For help with writing assignments you can also make use of online writing tutoring. 
o Online tutoring can also be accessed by clicking the "Online Tutoring" link at the top of the myCourses 

Dashboard. 
 
Technical Help 

• 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses support portal. 
• Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found on the Technical Resources page. 
•  

 
 
 
 

Course Schedule 
 

Unit Start/End Dates Unit Topic Student Responsibilities 
Week 1 
(July 17 – July 23) 

 
Unit One 
 Holocaust Overview: Context 

Reading: Yehuda Bauer, History of 
the Holocaust  
 
Activity:  
Instructor Welcome Video 
Intro Quiz 
Powerpoint 
Film, Night and Fog 
 
Assessment:  
 
Personal Statement/Writing (10%) 
Assignment 
Worksheet 
Discussion Board for Film 
(Participation 10%) 

Week 2 
(July 24- July 30) 

Unit Two, The Survivors and 
Liberators 

Reading: Abe Landau, Branded On 
My Arm and In My Soul: A Holocaust 
Memoir 
Yehuda Bauer, History of the 
Holocaust 
 
Activity:  
-Watch a online testimony of a 
Holocaust Survivor 
- Research the survivor’s history in 
further depth 
 
Assessment:  
-Writing Assignment (10%) 
(Participation 10%) 

https://www.etutoring.org/login.cfm?auth=student&institutionID=323
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/


Unit Start/End Dates Unit Topic Student Responsibilities 
Week 3 
(July 31- August 6) 

Unit Three, 
Researching Institutions for 
Holocaust Education and 
Confronting Holocaust Denial, 

Reading: Christopher Browning, 
Ordinary Men 
Yehuda Bauer, History of the 
Holocaust 
 
Activity:  
-Research Holocaust Museums & 
Memorials Online 
-Discussion on Perpetrators and 
Denial 
 
Assessment:  
Writing Assignment (10%) 
(Participation 10%) 

Week 4 
(August 7- August 13) 
 
 
 
 
 
FINAL PROJECT DUE 
August 15 

Unit Four,  
Holocaust Overview and Action 

Reading: Yehuda Bauer, History of 
the Holocaust 
 
Activity:  
-Visit a Holocaust Memorial  
- Build/Create a Holocaust Memorial  
 
Assessment:  
Final Project (30%) 
(Participation (10%) 
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