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THIS SYLLABUS IS FOR EXAMPLE PURPOSES ONLY. THIS IS NOT THE SET SYLLABUS FOR THE 

SUMMER 2019 COURSE, BUT MAY BE INTERPRETED AS ONE POTENTIAL 

FORMAT THAT THE COURSE WILL TAKE. 

 

ENL 101-7101—Critical Writing and Reading I: Rest and Relaxation Fall 2018 Syllabus 

Instructor: Dr. Jennifer A. Fallas 

 Email: jfallas@umassd.edu  

IMPORTANT: You are responsible for the information in the syllabus. Take the time to read it 

from beginning to end so you are aware with the course objectives and requirements, policies 

and procedures, and all due dates before the start of class. 

NOTE: BY THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS, YOU NEED TO HAVE YOUR BOOKS IN HAND. 

 

Course Description: Argument-focused course that introduces students to scholarly reading and 

writing strategies. Students practice widely-applicable methods of reading, writing, and revising 

arguments. Students read college-level arguments from diverse popular, public, and academic 

genres in order to develop their academic skills of analyzing single arguments, synthesizing 

multiple perspectives, and composing informed responses to an ongoing conversation. 

Section Theme Description: Rest and Relaxation Recent reports claim that college students do 

not rest enough and, as a result, their lives inside and outside of class are impacted in 

interesting ways. This course explores the relationship between and the importance of rest and 

relaxation to academic productivity and personal achievement. To do so, we will look at 

scholarly and popular publications about these and related topics. Through critical reading, 

discussion, and writings, we will explore our and others’ ideas related to the course topics.  

In this course students will collaborate in pairs and small groups. We begin each unit with low 

stakes writings that collectively lead to our more formal assignments. Work completed 

throughout the semester will culminate in students constructing writing philosophies of 

themselves in terms of the course topics. Emphasis is placed on the writing process and 

frequent revisions. 
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ENL 101 is part of the UMassD Cluster 1 University Studies curriculum and satisfies the 1A 

requirement. 

Cluster 1 Goals (for both 101/102) 

1. To introduce students to the concepts of the engaged citizen and engaged learning. 2. To 

emphasize the use of critical thinking, reading, and writing and communication as vehicles f or 

engaged learning. 3. To foster students’ ability to use technology to enhance learning. 

COURSE DESIGN Argument-focused course that introduces students to scholarly reading and 

writing strategies. Students practice widely-applicable methods of reading, writing, and revising 

arguments. Students read college- level arguments from diverse popular, public, and academic 

genres in order to develop their academic skills of analyzing single arguments, synthesizing 

multiple perspectives, and composing informed responses to an ongoing conversation. 

COURSE OUTCOMES At the end of ENL 101, students will be able to: 

1. Produce college-level writing that addresses needs of audience, situation and purpose; 2. 

Analyze, summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize material from a variety of sources; 3. 

Incorporate and accurately document outside sources using proper documentation formats; 

and 4. Demonstrate control of syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 
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REQUIRED MATERIALS: 

→Texts: 

• Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say, I Say, 3rd Ed. New York: W. W. Norton, P. 

2013.1 

• All other required Course Readings & Viewings will be accessible via the “Course Readings & 

Viewings” folder in MyC as PDF files or as URLs. 

• Students will be required to find and print readings from the library databases as part of their 

required materials. 

→Storage of Files: It is essential that you have backup plans for any potential technical issues. 

Always save your work in at least 2 places: 

• a hard drive, 

• a USB, 

• any sort of free online storage service like Google Drive or Dropbox. 

→Writing: You’re required to exhibit professionalism in the writing forms you use. 

• You will need a word processing program such as Microsoft Word. (This is available for free 

through UMD. Scroll down to “Microsoft Office.” You will need to login with your UMD 

username & password.) 

                                                
1 Copies of the 2nd edition of this text are available online at: 

- https://www.iss.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01000579/Centricity/Domain/2741/They%20Say%20I%20Say%20Full%20T 

ext.pdf - http://cs2367-08.wikispaces.com/file/view/''They+Say''+''I+Say''_ALL+Pages+%26+Cover.pdf 

If you choose to purchase a different edition of this text and/or listed page numbers in the schedule do not match your version’s, 

it is your responsibility to ensure you are keeping up with the readings by reading the assigned chapters (done by title). 
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 WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM COURSEWORK2 

1. Reading and Writing: This course is reading and writing intensive. Students will read 

challenging 

college-level texts, be taught to analyze the rhetorical structures of texts, and learn to pay close 

attention to the argumentative positions and moves of other writers in their own writing. 

2. Write and revise two formal Major Assignments through the course of the semester. Included 

in these essays may be a sustained meta-cognitive (or reflective) essay submitted by itself or with 

a portfolio of writing at the end of the semester (see third item below). 

3. Low Stakes Writing and Drafting: Students will write three to five pages per week. These 

pages 

may include low stakes in class writing exercises (freewriting); pre-writing exercises for, or 

drafts of, more formal essays; other kinds of formal and/or informal/low-stakes writing, such 

as: responses to readings; responses to classmates' essays; brainstorming and invention 

exercises; writing that reflects on the students' learning and composing; writing exercises 

designed to give students practice in various rhetorical skills; writing in response to instructor 

prompts, journal entries, etc. (Not all writing will necessarily be collected and graded by the 

instructor). 

4. Revision and Responding to Feedback: Students will revise in response to feedback from 

peers and from their instructor before a final grade is given; many assignments, especially 

Major Assignments, will receive feedback and require revision. 

5. Peer Response/Review: Students will reflect upon and engage the writing of their peers to 

develop their abilities in reading their own texts, self-evaluation, and evaluation of peers' work, 

collaboration, and revision. 

6. Metacognition: Students will reflect upon and analyze their own writing and their progress as 

writers, at intervals throughout the semester and/or in a final essay submitted at the end of the 

semester that analyzes and traces students' development as writers and researchers (see first 

item above). 

7. Challenge/Rigor: Students will move beyond high-school models of writing, write longer and 

more sophisticated essays in multiple (academic) genres. The emphasis here is on the full 

development and support of ideas and arguments, close attention to and mindful use of source 

                                                
2 The Federal Credit Hour standard that defines one semester credit hour as a weekly minimum of 1 hour in class (or labs, 

studios, etc.) plus 2 hours of out-of-class work. This means that a 3-credit course must include 45 in-class hours and 90 hours of 

out-of-class work over a semester, which includes final exam week. In Practical terms this means that students should expect to 
spend A MINIMUM OF 2.5 hours in class every week (75 mins p/class period) with an additional MINIMUM of 2 hours p/week 
spent on this course’s required work. It is highly likely that the outside-of-class work (including tutoring sessions) will exceed 2 
hours p/week. 
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material, effective integration of other points of view into their own arguments, and increasing 

rhetorical savvy over the course of the two-semester sequence. 

8. Conferencing: Students are invited to schedule individual conferences during the semester, 

where we can discuss any current piece of writing, especially drafts of Major Assignments. It is 

the student’s responsibility to schedule their conference. Student-instructor 1:1 conferences 

will take place using Skype, not in-person. 

  

Course Policies (A-Z) 

A Common Theme 

Staying in communication with me and with your academic advisor is the best policy. That 

means that if at any time in the semester, if you are having difficulty with your work for this 

class, if you feel you are not being challenged, or if you would like to discuss any aspect of the 

class with me, please feel free to speak directly with me. I am always more than happy to assist 

engaged and proactive students. 

About Online Coursework: Please be aware that online classes through UMass Dartmouth have 

the same goals, objectives, standards, rigor, and amount of work as “traditional,” on-campus 

courses. As such, paying attention, participating, interacting, communicating, and writing a 

variety of assignment types and forms are necessary and important to your success in this 

course. 

In a “traditional,” on-campus, 15 week course, you would log approximately 35 hours +/- of in-

class time. So, even though this is an online course, you should expect to spend at least that 

much time completing coursework like readings, discussions, short writings, and so forth that 

you would normally do within a classroom. And, just like an on-campus class, you would 

complete assignments outside of class time. That means you will spend time beyond that 

estimate of 35 hours, completing your writings, etc. (*I’ve made every attempt to be mindful of 

weekends and U.S. holidays and have tried to not schedule work to be submitted on those 

days.*) 

I say all of this in order to encourage you that you CAN do this work and be successful. I’m here 

to help you in any ways I can, but please let me know. (Refer to “*A Common Theme” section 

above under “Policies.”) 
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About Technical Issues: If you have technical difficulties with any aspect of the MyC site 

throughout the semester, please do not contact me. I am not knowledgeable about tech or MyC 

site issues. Instead, you must contact CITS. https://www.umassd.edu/cits/id/student/ 

(For further information regarding technology, please refer to the “Digital and Electronic 

Devices” section below.) 

Academic Integrity 

Acting with integrity is fundamental to this class, our university, and in general. But academic 

integrity is a complex issue. The First Year English program will particularly concentrate on how 

to argue with integrity, especially how to work with and build on other people’s ideas. When 

you have questions about how to work with others, including your classmates and our class 

texts, please ask. 

Intentional academic dishonesty, such as cheating and plagiarism have serious consequences. If 

you reach the point with an assignment that either the above sound like a good option, talk 

directly with me. This course is meant to help you learn how to read and write complex 

arguments, and my responsibility is to help guide you through the challenging process. I likely 

can help you with a writing problem or class issue, as long as you make me aware of it. 

Academic integrity also governs how we work with others on assignments. I will explain the 

parameters for each assignment—when you can work with others and what must be done 

individually. If you are ever unsure, ask me to clarify. 

Students who choose to plagiarize will receive a 0 for that individual assignment and will not be 

permitted to rewrite it. Further, no additional (e.g. “extra credit” or “makeup”) assignments will 

be given to override the 0 grade. As a result of said 0, it is highly likely that your overall course 

grade will suffer and you may fail the entire course as a result of this choice. In short—DON’T 

DO IT! 

For the specific university policy on Academic Integrity, click: 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedures

/ 

Academic Support 

Our classroom is one place to learn, but you have access to many other spaces. I encourage you 

to check them all out; the more varied your academic interactions, the more you can sharpen 

your skills and broaden your ideas. A partial list of official support services: 

• Academic Advising Services 

• Academic Resource Center (ARC) 

• Multiliteracy Center (MCC ) 
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• Center for Access and Success (for students with disabilities) 

Accommodations for Learning Differences and Disabilities 

If you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this 

course, please meet with me at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 

paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when 

you bring proper documentation to the Center, which is located in Liberal Arts, Room 016; 

phone: 508.999.8711. To contact CAS or learn more about the university's procedures for 

accommodating students with disabilities at their website: http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 

Additional Support and Title IX Information 

The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of 

ideas, to encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development 

of critical and analytical thinking skills. In many classes, including this one, students and faculty 

examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics. If a topic covered in this class triggers 

post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter with the professor 

or seek out confidential resources available at: 

• the Counseling Center / 508-999-8648 or – 8650 

• the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality / 508-910-4584 

• In an emergency contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. 

UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that 

faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual 

harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email. 

These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, 

relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate 

appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member 

requires that the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure that the student’s safety and 

welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure not be shared. For 

confidential counseling support and assistance, click here. 

Attendance & Participation: 

Attendance and Participation are mandatory. This is not a correspondence course; that means 

that you are required to have a consistent and active presence throughout the course. 

Students are required to start posting to the discussion forums within the first week of the 

course. This is the only way that I can determine if you are “attending” class or not. Any student 

who has not posted to the discussion question at least once by 1159pm on Wednesday, 

September 12, will be dropped from the course. This course is designed as a reading and 
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writing workshop, which depends upon active student participation. As such, your presence 

online is imperative to your success in the course. Students who do not participate in the online 

community of the class for over a period of seven calendar days will be automatically dropped 

from the class by the instructor. Participation means both submitting assignments on time and 

being active in the discussion forums. Just as in a “face-to-face” class, if you must be absent 

from class for an extended period of time, you should make me aware of the circumstances 

prior to your absence.3 

                                                
3 This paragraph adopted from work conducted by Dr. Holly Baker. 
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Because this is an online course, Attendance and Participation are defined as: actively 

participating in an academically-related activity within the online classroom. This includes the 

following: 

• Logging into the course and completing coursework via the LMS on AT LEAST a weekly basis, 

• submitting materials on time (please see “Deadlines and Other Tests of Stamina” section 

below), 

• posting to Discussion Boards (responses and replies), 

• completing readings, viewings, and accessing supplemental materials 

• meeting with instructor in a 1:1 meeting (offered weekly: see “Office Hours” p.13) 

• and emailing instructor about course topics (this does not include asking for extensions, 

discussing problems related to uploading assignments, notifications of illness, or any other non- 

course content-related topic). 

Two notes: 

1. If you miss information, it is your responsibility to contact a classmate to find out what you 

missed. At the end of Week 1, you will exchange contact information with peers. While I always 

welcome you to email me or make appointments for 1:1 Skype meetings with me, those times 

are not for rote repetition of the week’s lessons (unless we have made prior arrangements). 

That means I will not spend our meeting or use email as a way to repeat everything that you 

may have missed. 

2. If you find yourself in extenuating circumstances (this means YOUR health [mental, physical, 

emotional, personal safety] emergencies or emergencies for your dependent/s) please email 

me or speak with me directly to set up a meeting with me. With emergencies your advisor 

and/or the dean’s office should be in contact with all your instructors, but if you can, let me 

know that an emergency will affect your participation and attendance in this course. I will 

always work with students to address extenuating and emergency circumstances; however, I 

have to understand the situation before I can adjust for it. I can’t help you unless I have a broad 

idea of your needs. Keeping in good communication with me as well as with your advisor is 

essential. 

Campus Emergencies Notifications: The university has several ways of community campus 

emergencies, such as weather-related closings. The UMassD homepage will also keep you 

informed. You can sign up for notice by clicking here. 
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Communications: Electronic and Otherwise 

MyC If you have trouble navigating MyC, please review the Online Student Orientation offered 

through IT. 

• I expect that you will log into MyC AT LEAST every week, especially ahead of assignment due 

dates. 

• Logging in regularly is one way to demonstrate that you are taking an active presence in the 

course. 

• Expect to find most assignments and all required, non-handbook readings posted to MyC. 

Announcements You should expect to read at least ONE course announcement from me posted 

each week to MyC. There may be occasions when there is more than one announcement per 

week. Again, check MyC regularly. 

Email UMD email is my primary means of communicating with students outside of class. It is 

also students’ best way of reaching me. It is University policy that students are responsible for 

all official correspondence sent to their standard UMD e-mail address (@umassd.edu). Privacy 

considerations, such as federal law, may apply when using an address other than the University 

e-mail address. Please check your UMD email regularly. 

Response Time 

• I only check and respond to my emails Mon – Fri: 7am – 3pm (Eastern Time) 

• I answer my emails on a first-come, first-served basis. 

• I will respond within 24 business day hours (except weekends as noted above or holidays) 

• If I do not respond to your emails within 24 hours, this means that you are asking a question to 

which you may find the answer in our class syllabus or other documents. Therefore, it is up to 

you to locate the answer and/or contact class peer/s (through email) for assistance in doing so. 

 

Email Etiquette-- I will respond to your emails with respect and decorum. In return, I request: 

• Please include your name, class, and assignment title (or other issue you’re facing) i.e. ENL 

260-03 Tues/Thurs 1230-145 pm, question about Paper #1; otherwise, I can’t help you! 

• Make sure your email is clearly written and explains what you’re asking or what you need my 

help with 

• Use proper grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc. 

• I reserve the right not to answer rude emails. 
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Skype Skype ID: jfallasphd Our course is asynchronous; that means it is designed so that 

students can access and participate in the course from any time zone—whether inside or 

outside of the U.S.A. So then, it is not expected that online students will be available to talk 

during my posted office hours. 

However, if you are local to the physical UMD campus, you are welcome to come by my office 

during the hours posted above. So, if you feel that talking to me in person would help you, 

please feel free to drop by. 

If you are not local to campus and/or your schedule does not permit you to “drop by,” I will 

take the time to answer your emailed concerns & questions thoroughly (according to the 

timelines outlined in the “Email” policy described above). 

In any case, if you find yourself needing to talk to me at length, but are unable to get to campus 

(for whatever reason), we can set up “emergency” Skype appointments so that we can talk 

“face-to-face.” If you do not currently have a Skype account, I expect that you will have it 

downloaded ahead of our meeting. Skype can be used through your smartphone and/or laptop 

with camera. Skype can be downloaded for free here. 

• When we have an “emergency” Skype appointment, I expect you to be prepared (with notes, 

questions, etc.) Have specific items or ideas in mind that you want to discuss. I will help you 

think through them, but I will not create papers for you. 

• It is not possible to read, review, and assess your papers (in whole or in part) during an 

“emergency” Skype appointment. (We can talk about a portion or section of your work.) 

Therefore, you must make use of the tutors for that level of help. You may also make several 

(non-consecutive) appointments with me to do the same. 

• Our “emergency” Skype appointment will last approximately 10-15 minutes. If you need more 

time than that, you can schedule a separate appointment on a non-consecutive time. 

• Make sure you are somewhere I can hear/see you clearly and that you will be able to hear & 

see me without difficulty. (In short, Starbucks at the peak hours is probably not a good bet.) 
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Deadlines, and Other Tests of Stamina 

This class is an introduction to college reading and writing, and part of college level work is 

professionalism. Turning in work on time—or keeping in open dialogue about deadline when 

faced with extenuating circumstances—is a key feature of a professional. Thus my course 

policies emphasize meeting deadlines. 

All assignments are due by 1159pm on their date unless otherwise noted. All assignments are 

submitted electronically, through Safe Assign. This will give a timestamp. Safe Assign, like all 

technology, can have glitches. I advise you to leave time to experience technical issues—they 

are not a good enough reason to avoid late penalties. 

Major Assignments (There are 2 Major Assignments throughout the semester.) 

• For every 24 hours a student’s final version of a Major Assignment is late, the student will lose 

2 points off the final’s total. This includes weekends. For example if it is due Thursday 9:30 AM, 

and the student submits the paper Monday at 10:30 AM, the paper is into its 5th day of being 

late, so the paper loses points for the 4 full days beyond deadline (meaning -8 points). Major 

Assignments that are 2 weeks or more late (past the due date) will NOT receive course credit, 

regardless of the reason for lateness. 

• If you have made it this far into the syllabus, congrats! You have found the first of 2 eggs for 

your “egg hunt” (as mentioned in Week 1’s PPT presentation). Come to my office prepared to 

talk about something you recently read (a book; social media thread; newspaper article; a 

letter; anything) or listened to (a song; podcast; news report; a debate) and enjoyed or found it 

was thoughtful. Be ready to tell me why it was important to you to think about and/or how it 

changed your thinking. You have until the end of Week 3 to do this in order to gain participation 

credit in the course. 

• Students may request an extension once a semester & only on Major Assignments. (No other 

assignments, including drafts, are given extensions of any kind.) The extension may only be for 

a final version of a major assignment. Requests must be made via email at least 24 hours in 

advance of the paper deadline. I do not offer extensions on drafts, because this removes the 

chance for peer review, and peer review is too important to miss. 

Minor Assignments (Homework, Low-stakes writing, discussion boards, etc.) 

• I do not offer extensions on minor assignments. 

• I do not accept late submissions of any minor assignments. 

• I do not accept missing or late submissions of drafts as this removes the chance to participate 

in peer review and workshopping sessions. Missing or late drafts will receive 0 points. 

• Due dates and times for individual homework assignments are noted throughout the “Class 

Schedule” below. These deadlines are firm and ensure that we can collectively review the 
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Homework during the next day’s class and adjust the class plan according to what students 

understand. If we need to adjust our scheduling for any reason, I will always inform you of that 

via a weekly announcement. 

 

Digital and Electronic Devices 

Online statement: Our course is unique because it takes place 100% online. Therefore, you are 

required to ensure that the following things are in working order: 

• Class MyC Site: If you have technical difficulties with any aspect of the MyC site throughout 

the semester, please do not contact me. Instead, you must contact IT. 

• Problems: Technical glitches or failures such as hard drive crashes, problems with Internet 

access, misplaced files, broken software or hardware, among others, are not considered “valid” 

excuses for not completing assignments on time. If an assignment is late, it is subjected to the 

guidelines as stated above in the “Deadlines, and Other Tests of Stamina” section. 

• Digital Programs You’ll Need: Whether you have a Mac or PC, you must have access to the 

following programs (on your computer or tablet or through UMD’s computers): 

• Adobe Reader 

• Google Drive or Dropbox 

• Microsoft Word 

Emergency Procedures 

UMD has put in place a series of protocols for emergencies that you should familiarize yourself 

with. You may be asked to evacuate or follow these protocols at some time during the year. 

Please click here for the complete statement on emergencies and evacuation procedures. 

Please also be aware that making use of your UMD email and notifications is important during 

any emergency as our system will send information via these channels. 
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Grading How Grading Works: Grading is based on a 100 point system: You have the potential 

to earn up to 100 points throughout this semester. You begin at 0 points and earn points with 

each assignment, throughout the semester. Please understand: 

• I do not “take away” or “deduct” points. Nor do I “give” points to you. You earn points by 

completing your work. 

• Throughout the class, you will see (in “My Grades” in MyC) your letter grade fluctuate (go up 

and/or down). This letter grade is always an approximate of your grade, but it is not set in 

stone; this means your final grade may or may not be that same letter. 

• I will not adjust grades for late minor assignments (see “Deadlines” instructions) and/or for 

assignments submitted in formats other than .doc (see “File Formats” section), even if you 

resubmit these assignment in the appropriate formats. 

Concerns about Grades: At any time you have questions or would like to talk about your grades 

(or any assignments) with me, you must schedule a 1:1 meeting with me that will take place 

during my office hours. (I will not discuss grades over email.) 

I am more than happy to review with you your progress and areas of need in reference to any 

grading questions. Therefore, during our discussion, you will need to bring the assignment in 

question with you (digital or printed copies are fine), along with a copy of the assignment’s 

rubric and/or proof of on-time submission. You will be responsible for asking questions 

regarding specific portions of the rubric where you believe I have made a mathematical error 

and/or have overlooked a particular aspect of your assignment that you believe fulfills the 

requirements in any/all categories. 

A Special Note: Once final grades are submitted, I will not “adjust” your grade further. This 

means there will be no opportunities to make up missing work once the course has ended. I do 

not “round up.” 

Extra Credit: I do not assign “extra credit” assignments of any kind for any reason. 
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Grading: Semester’s Breakdown → Please note: there are many other assignments throughout 

the semester that do not accrue their own points. However, these assignments will count 

toward demonstrating you are keeping an active presence in the course. 

POINTS POSSIBLE 2 MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS 

MA 1: ARGUMENT ANALYSIS ESSAY 25 MA 2: READER-WRITER PHILOSOPHY ESSAY 30 

55 subtotal 5 DISCUSSION BOARDS 

INITIAL RESPONSES (P/F) 5 (2pts/ea) REPLIES TO 2 PEERS (P/F) 10 (0.5 pts/ea) 

15 subtotal MINOR ASSIGNMENTS 

DRAFT MA1 (P/F) 2.5 DRAFT MA2 (P/F) 2.5 PRIMARY EVIDENCE REPORT 15 POTENTIAL 

RESEARCH CHART 5 PEER REVIEW MA1 5 PEER REVIEW MA2 5 READING JOURNAL 20 

55 subtotal TOTAL POSSIBLE COURSE GRADE 125 Grading Scale: 

A+ = 98-100 B+ = 87-89.99 C+ = 77-79.99 D+ = 67-69.99 A = 93 – 97.99 B = 83- 86.99 C = 73-76.99 

D = 63-66.99 A- = 90-92.99 B - = 80-82.99 C- = 70-72.99 D- = 60 – 62.99 

F = 59.9 and below 

Incompletes Incompletes are not given for ENL 101 courses as a rule. If you feel you require an 

incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the 

incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 

PLEASE NOTE: I do not “round up” grades. 
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 Health Concerns: Taking Care of Yourself 

Eating Healthy: Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to 

eat every day and believes this may affect their performance in my class, please contact me or 

any of the resources below: 

• Free food: Arnie’s Cupboard (Main Auditorium, Room #208): 

https://www.umassd.edu/arniescupboard/ 

• LiveWell: UMD’s Office of Health Education, Promotion, and Wellness: 

https://www.umassd.edu/livewell/ 

• Office of Student Affairs: https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/ 

Staying Healthy: 

• Your physical and mental health are important—to you, to your family and friends, and to me. 

The culture of higher ed is that it can sometimes feel like grades are everything. While they’re 

important, your physical, mental, and emotional well-being are far more important than a high 

GPA. Please do what you can to stay healthy this semester! If I can help you find ways to do this 

on campus, please let me know and I’ll point you in the right direction. 

Office Hours* 

For Fall 2018 my office hours are: 

T/Th. 1045-12 LArts #216 M. 1030am-12N LArts #114 (STAR Center) 

Click Here to Schedule a 1-on-1 Office Hours appointment with Dr. J 

• Feel free to drop by any time, for any reason, even if you don’t have a specific question or 

concern. (If I’m in my office, I am available to talk! If I am busy, I will do my work elsewhere. 

You’re not interrupting anything, so please come in!) UMass Dartmouth professors genuinely 

want to get to know you outside of class. Here’s an excellent article of things to come talk to 

me (and your other professors) about during office hours. 

• Note about Office Hours: If your schedule does not mesh with my posted office hours, it is 

your responsibility to inform me of this by the Thursday of Week 3 (9/20/18). At that time, you 

must email me a list of days/times that would fit with your schedule so that we can make 

alternative arrangements so that we can “meet” throughout the semester. After the Thursday 

of Week 3, it is highly likely I may not always be able to accommodate your requests for non-

posted Office Hours meetings. 
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Submitting Your Work 

Safe Assign: As a condition of enrollment in this course, you agree to submit all major 

assignments to the Safe Assign services for textual comparison or originality review for the 

detection of possible plagiarism. All submitted assignments will be included in the UMD 

dedicated database for Safe Assign assignments. These databases of assignments will be used 

solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism during the grading process and during 

this term and in the future. Students who do not submit their papers electronically to the 

selected service will be required to submit copies of the cover page and first cited page of each 

source listed in the Works Cited with the final paper in order to receive a grade on the 

assignment. 

File Formats 

• All work must be submitted through the designated upload spot in MyC. 

• Any work submitted through email will receive a 0. 

• All work must be in: .doc formats. (I cannot open and make comments on any other formats.) 

▪ Work uploaded in other formats will receive a 0. 

• If you have made it to this point in the syllabus you have found the second of 2 eggs for your 

“egg hunt” (as mentioned in Week 1’s PPT presentation). Come to my office with a picture 

(digital or printed) of your favorite dinosaur. Be ready to argue with me about why it’s super 

cool & why it’s still not as cool as my favorite. 

Tutoring I strongly encourage ALL of my students to make an appointment with a student-tutor. 

These appointments will be one-on-one, or you may make an appointment with one other 

student in the same class section. Please make sure that you bring your assignment, syllabus, 

and assignment prompt with you to your session. 

This semester there are 2 options for tutoring (for this & many of your other classes): 

Multiliteracy Center Writing & Reading Center LOCATION: LArts #219 LOCATION: LArts #010 

At the Multiliteracy and Communication Center, students can receive feedback from 

experienced peer tutors on many types of assignments, including essays, presentations, public 

speaking, design-based projects, and any other work involving writing or communication. 

Appointments can be made online at https://umassd.mywconline.net or by visiting the MCC in 

LARTS 219. 

For recipients of federal TRIO grants: We provide free, one-on-one appointments for members 

of the UMass Dartmouth community. We offer tutoring in our main location, Liberal Arts 010, 

as well as in Elmwood Hall on select evenings. For additional information, please visit 

our Hours and Locations page. 



 
 
 
ENL 101-7101 (Online) Fall 2018 Dr. J. Fallas jfallas@umassd.edu 

 

 IMPORTANT DATES Fall 2018 

Saturday, September 1, 2018 Academic year commences  

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 Convocation  

Wednesday, September 5, 2018 First Day of Classes  

Wednesday, September 12, 2018 Last day to Add, Drop, or Audit  

Monday, October 8, 2018 Columbus Day Holiday - no classes  

Tuesday, October 9, 2018 Last day to file Pass/Fail  

Wednesday, October 10, 2018 Follow Monday's class schedule  

Monday, November 12, 2018 Veterans Day Holiday - no classes 

Friday, November 16, 2018 Last day to withdraw from a class  

Wednesday, November 21, 2018 Thanksgiving recess begins after last class  

Monday, November 26, 2018 Classes resume 

Monday, December 10, 2018 Last day of Fall classes  

Tuesday, December 11, 2018 Study Day  

Wednesday, December 12, 2018 Final exams begin  

http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a48d99a-00007ab2calendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a49a05f-00007ac4calendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a4a1f72-00007ad3calendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a4ab38f-00007addcalendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a4b773a-00007aeccalendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a4c2669-00007bd1calendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a4cc950-00007bdbcalendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a4d81c6-00007cbbcalendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a4e39e7-00007cc5calendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a4ec920-00007ccfcalendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a4f5593-00007cd9calendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a4fe0be-00007db9calendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a504ef5-00007dc3calendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a50be10-00000125calendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
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Tuesday, December 18, 2018 Final exams end  

Friday, December 21, 2018 Final grades due  

 

Please refer to the “Course Schedule” below for an outline of the course assignments and topics. 

Calendar deadlines and topics can and likely will change. Changes will be announced via MyC. 

Please keep an updated version of this scheduling with you. 

>>> SEE NEXT PAGE FOR COURSE SCHEDULE <<< 

  

http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a5137ab-0000012fcalendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.umassd.edu:8080/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FAcademicCalendar&guid=CAL-ff808181-5f47df96-015f-4a51b758-0000064dcalendar@umassd.edu&recurrenceId=
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COURSE SCHEDULE: 

They Say, I Say handbook→ Abbreviated as: TSIS throughout schedule 

PowerPoint file→ Abbreviated as: PPT throughout schedule 

WEEK 1 9/5-9/8 What you should understand by the end of this week: 

• Introductions to course theme 

• Class norms & expectations 

• Access key areas of MyCourses & class tech 

• Classwork & submission explanation 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: 

*Wed. 5: First Day of Classes 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 1: Welcome!” announcement (sent via MyC) 

• Read entire “Welcome!” packet contents (in the order they appear) –located in “Welcome!” 

unit in MyC 

• Read entire syllabus (including all policies). Highlight any areas of concern, question, or 

confusion. 

• Read “Discussion Board Instructions”—located in “Discussion Boards” module in MyC 

• Write Discussion Board Introduction (initial response to instructor prompt) due Wed.9/12 by 

1159pm 

• Read They Say, I Say (TSIS) Ch. 1: “They Say: Starting with What Others Are Saying” (also 

linked in “Course Readings” folder) 
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WEEK 2 9/9-9/15 

What you should understand by the end of this week: 

• Getting started with course materials 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: 

*Wed. 12: Last day to Add, Drop, or Audit 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 2” announcement (sent via MyC) 

• View & take notes on PPT: Week 2: Course Info: Basics 

• View & take notes on PPT: “Annotating...” (+ vid) 

• Read “Reading Journal” instructions & model—located in “Reading Journal” module on myC. 

(This assignment won’t be due until the end of Week 9. It is an ongoing piece of writing that will 

include ALL readings you complete up through Week 9.) 

• Read & annotate: “Sleep Struggles” – Williams—located in “Course Readings & Viewings” 

folder 

• Read & annotate: “Sleep Rocks!” by University of Georgia—located in “Course Readings & 

Viewings” folder 

• Read & annotate “Relaxation, Stress, and Sleep” by Dartmouth—located in “Course Readings 

& Viewings” folder 

• Read & annotate: TSIS Chapter 2 “’Her Point Is’: The Art of Summarizing” (pp.30-41) 

• Submit: DB intro initial response to prompt—due Wed. 12 by 1159pm 

• Submit: DB intro replies to 2 peers due Sat. 15 by 1159pm 

WEEK 3 9/16-9/22 

What you should understand by the end of this week: Analyzing an Argument IMPORTANT 

DATES THIS WEEK: 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 3” announcement (sent via MyC & copy to UMD email) 

• Read: MA1 Instructions & model/s: located in “MA 1” module 

• Read & take notes on: TSIS Ch. 14 “What’s Motivating this Writer?” 

• Read student model/s, located in “MA1” module → “Models” folder 

• Getting started writing MA1 draft 
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• Watch “Submit an Assignment...”(1:30) —located in “Course Readings & Viewings” folder 

• Submit MA1 draft: located under “MA 1” module → “Assignments to Submit”—due by Fri. 

9/21 by 1159pm 

• Email MA1 draft to assigned peer reviewers—due by Fri. 9/21 by 1159pm 

 

WEEK 4 9/23-9/29 

What you should understand by the end of this week: How Peer Review functions 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 4” announcement (sent via MyC & copy to UMD email) 

• Watch: “What is Peer Review?” (2:36) —located in “Course Readings & Viewings” folder 

• Watch: “Peer Review”—vid by Dr. J (10:06) —located in “Course Readings & Viewings” folder 

• Email: Return Draft #1 to peer review group members—due Wed. 26 by 1159pm 

• Submit: MA1 final version → “MA1” module → “Assignments to Upload”—due Sat. 29 by 

1159pm 

WEEK 5 9/30-10/6 

What you should understand by the end of this week: 

• Using TSIS Ch. 14 

• Creating Outlines 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: 

*Mon.8: Columbus Day Holiday - no classes *Tues.9: Last day to file Pass/Fail *Wed. 10: Follow 

Monday's class schedule 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 5” announcement (sent via MyC) 

• Read & annotate “Mindfulness” by HuffPost—located in “Course Readings & Viewings” folder 

• Read & annotate “Dealing with Stress” –Millett-Thompson—located in “Course Readings & 

Viewings” folder 

• Watch “What’s at Stake?” (3:04) —located in “Course Readings & Viewings” folder 

• Read TSIS Ch.7 “So What? Who Cares” Saying Why it Matters” 

• Review TSIS Ch. 14 
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• Submit: DB #1 initial response to prompt—due Wed. 3 by 1159pm 

• Submit: DB #1 replies to 2 peers due Sat. 6 by 1159pm 

 

WEEK 6 10/7-10/13 

What you should understand by the end of this week: 

• How to talk about the stakes of an argument 

• Writing Item-Analysis Report 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 6” announcement (sent via MyC & copy to UMD email) 

• Read: Item-Analysis Instructions & model/s 

• DB2: Object/App, etc.—initial response due by Wed. 10 at 1159pm 

• DB2: Object/App, etc.—replies to 2 peers due by Sat.13 at 1159pm 

• Begin writing Item-Analysis Report: sections as outlined in Week 6 announcement 

WEEK 7 10/14-10/20 

What you should understand by the end of this week: 

• Understanding: problems regarding sleep, stress, college students, etc. by our authors  

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 7” announcement (sent via MyC) 

• Read & take notes on: TSIS Ch. 7 “So What? Who Cares?...) 

• RE-Watch “What’s at Stake?” (3:04) 

• Submit: Object Analysis—due by Fri. 10/19 at 1159pm WEEK 8 10/21-10/27 

What you should understand by the end of this week: 

• Using TSIS templates to explain the authors’ points & why they matter 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 8” announcement (sent via MyC) 

• View & take notes on: 2 Minute Explanation/Definition video 

• View & take notes on: 15 Min. Teaching Mindfulness & Students video 
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• View & take notes on: 5 Minute How-To video 

• Read & take notes on: “How Mindfulness Can Benefit...” – Fortin 

• Read & take notes on: “Mindfulness Meditation May Help...” –Donaldson-James 

• Submit: DB #3 initial response to prompt—due Wed. 24 by 1159pm 

• Submit: DB #3 replies to 2 peers due Sat. 27 by 1159pm 

 

WEEK 9 10/28-11/3 

What you should understand by the end of this week: 

• Reading Journals 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 9” announcement (sent via MyC) 

• Submit: Reading Journals—due by Sat. 11/3 by 1159pm 

WEEK 10 11/4-11/10 

What you should understand by the end of this week: 

• Understanding MA2: goals, requirements, etc. 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 10” announcement (sent via MyC) 

• Read MA2: instructions, models, & rubric 

• Watch “Writer-Reader Philosophy” (Dr. J. video, 4:52) 

• Submit: DB #4 initial response to prompt—due Wed. 7 by 1159pm 

• Submit: DB #4 replies to 2 peers due Sat. 10 by 1159pm 

• Writing MA2 draft 

WEEK 11 11/11-11/17 

What you should understand by the end of this week: 

• Continuing to work on Draft #2 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: *Mon.12: Veterans Day Holiday - no classes *Fri. 16: Last day to 

withdraw from a class 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read: “Week 11” announcement 
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• Writing 2nd paragraph 

• Complete “Follow-up Questions for Group” sheet 

• Submit: DB #5 initial response to prompt—due Wed. 14 by 1159pm 

• Submit: DB #5 replies to 2 peers due Sat. 17 by 1159pm 

 

WEEK 12 11/18-11/21 

What you should understand by the end of this week: Discussing each member’s paper & 

providing useful feedback 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: *Wed. 21: Thanksgiving recess begins after last class 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 12” announcement (sent via MyC) 

• Submit MA2 draft to “MA2” module, “Assignments to Upload” folder—due by Wed. 11/21 by 

1159pm 

• Send your existing MA2 draft to assigned small group members NO LATER THAN Wed. 11/21 

by 

1159pm 

• Email Dr. J. if any group member/s do/es not send their materials to you as assigned—by Sat. 

11/24 

• Begin reading peers’ drafts 

• Begin taking notes on peers’ drafts 

• Schedule 1:1 meeting with Dr. J to discuss revisions to MA2 

WEEK 13 11/26-12/1 

What you should understand by the end of this week: Revising & Finalizing MA2 & 

incorporating TSIS drafts IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: *Mon.26: Classes resume 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 13” announcement (sent via MyC & copy to UMD email) 

• Based on peers’ feedback, begin revising your MA2 draft 

• Strongly suggested: Schedule 1:1 meeting with Dr. J to discuss revisions to MA2 

• Strongly suggested: Make a tutoring appointment with a MCC 

tutor WEEK 14 12/2-12/7 

What you should understand by the end of this week: Wrapping up the course IMPORTANT 



 
 
 
ENL 101-7101 (Online) Fall 2018 Dr. J. Fallas jfallas@umassd.edu 

 

DATES THIS WEEK: Thurs. 12/6 >>LAST DAY DR. FALLAS IS ON CAMPUS FOR 1:1 MTGS!<< 

Things to Accomplish this week: 

• Read “Week 14” announcement (sent via MyC) 

• Write: Conclusion, Works Cited page, Revision Memo 

• Begin revisions & additions to existing MA2 

• Strongly suggested: Schedule 1:1 meeting with Dr. J discuss revisions to MA2 

• Strongly suggested: Make a tutoring appointment with a MCC tutor 

>>> MA 2 due FRI. 12/7/18 by 1159pm <<< 

WEEK 15 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK: 

Friday, December 21, 2018: Final grades due to COIN 

Friday, December 21, 2018: Final grades due to COIN 


