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Courses Description: 

Analyze the philosophical underpinnings and development of qualitative research 

methods. Critically examine qualitative research designs, data collection and methods for analysis 

and interpretation of findings from a variety of disciplines.  Critically examine evaluation criteria 

and ethical concerns related to qualitative research with human subjects. The development of this 

course is guided by the AACN Guidelines for the Research-Focused Doctoral Program in 
Nursing (2010) document 

 
Course Outcomes: 

Upon completion of the course, the student 

1. Examines the philosophical, theoretical and historical influences upon qualitative 

inquiry. 

2. Analyzes a variety of qualitative research designs, methods and techniques for data 

collection and analytic strategies. 

3. Applies qualitative research methods to the study of the health/illness experience or 

nursing education. 

 
Evaluation: 

As a seminar course, preparation and participation in class discussions is expected. Students 

complete the readings and discuss content in a way that demonstrates mastery of the philosophical 

foundations and pragmatic issues of conducting and using qualitative research. Seminar participants 

will be expected to share responsibility for leading one discussion on a selected topic. 

 

The final course grade will be based on successful completion of the course assignments: 

Seminar Leader                                                                            10% 

Online assignments (short papers/discussions)                            15% 

Qualitative Research Proposal      

  Interview, transcription and qualitative content analysis           20% 

  Peer review of student proposal                                                 10% 

  Final proposal and presentation                                                  45% 

See myCourses for grading rubrics 

 

mailto:echin@umassd.edu


Required Texts: (Additional readings on myCourses) 

1. Munhall, P. (2012). Nursing research: A qualitative perspective (5
th 

edition). Boston: Jones 

and Bartlett. 

2. Polit, D. & Beck, C. (2016). Nursing research: Generating and assessing evidence for 

nursing practice (9th edition). Philadelphia: Wolters Kluwer / Lippincott Williams & 

Wilkins.  

3. Rubin, H.J. & Rubin, L.S. (1995). Qualitative Interviewing: The art of hearing data. 

        Thousand Oaks: Sage 

 

Assignments: 

   1.   Seminar Leader 

         Each student will lead a seminar discussion on a qualitative research approach. 

         The discussion should reflect understanding of the assigned method and integration of  

         that understanding in a critique of the research literature.  In addition, it should actively    

         engage all students in learningand applying this content. The student leader should select  

         a research article for discussion and distribute via e-mail at least one week before the  

         seminar.  

        All students read and critique the research article using criteria in Polit and Beck 

 

   2.  The Qualitative Research Proposal  

You are going to explore a topic of interest using a qualitative research approach. You will 

review the literature to help focus your qualitative research question(s). You will develop a  

research proposal based on a specific research funding announcement (RFA) and according 

recommended proposal guidelines. The proposal should demonstrate knowledge of the 

research topic but more importantly a thorough understanding of the selected qualitative 

research method, its philosophical underpinnings, its data collection and analysis methods, 

and the role of the qualitative researcher in this approach.   

 

                                 The Qualitative Research Proposal Assignment 

               (Overview – sections will be detailed in class discussions) 

 Select a topic that is related to your dissertation research interest. Develop a 
research question that seeks to understand the phenomenon from the perspective of 
the participant (patient/student/nurse) 

 

 Identify a funding source for this topic (NIH, NINR, NLN, specialty 

organization) 

 

 Develop the research proposal according to modified NIH guidelines and 

inclusive of the following elements: 

1. Problem statement………………………………………….. 

2. Background and significance (justification and gap) 

3. Purpose and aims 

4. Qualitative research question 

5. Qualitative approach and rationale 

6. Literature review (what is known, been done) 

7. Theoretical framework (if appropriate) 

8. Methods (detailed) specific to approach  

9. Ethical considerations-protection of human subjects 

10. Data analysis plan 



11. Data management plan      

12. Trustworthiness 

13.  References 

14. Appendices 

 

 Prepare a consent form (IRB website) 

 Develop an interview guide and any other relevant data collection instruments 

(demographics) 

 

The construction of the research proposal occurs in steps with feedback and suggestions for 

revision during the process. See weekly content table for section submission due dates 

 

  3.   Qualitative interview and data analysis 

         Students may elect to conduct either a qualitative interview or participant observation . The  

         product should be informed by the readings and reflect understanding of the data  

         collection method and engagement in analysis of the data.  

 

• Prepare a research question related to your topic of interest 

• Describe the qualitative approach and method you will use for data collection 

• Develop an interview guide/observation documentation sheet 

• Conduct the interview/participant observation, audiotaping interviews/documenting 

observations and taking field notes 

• Transcribe interview/field notes 

• Transcript will undergo content analysis/interpretation according to the methods of  

             your chosen tradition. The coding and theme development processes will be  

                      clearly documented in text and visual formats.  

 

Reflect on your experience and take journal notes as recommended by Schatzman and Strauss. 

 

 

4.     Blackboard discussion and short papers 

 

Online-classes will consist of three (3) short papers responding to a question addressing 

a substantive area of qualitative research methods and forum discussions related to 

readings. 

 

 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

 

 

Please refer to the PhD Handbook regarding academic policies in the College of Nursing. Please 

refer to the University Student Handbook for policies regarding academic dishonesty. 

 

Students with disabilities 

Students with disabilities should register with the UMD Disability Office (Ext. 8711).  If you are a 

student with a disability, you should contact the course faculty with any   accommodations prior to 

the need for accommodation.  Please refer to the University’s policy in the general catalogue



Course incomplete policy  

According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the 

instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If 

the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an FI. 

The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an 

exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional 

reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course 

of action. Academic Integrity Information: All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards 

of academic integrity and scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, 

whether as a result of a failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional 

dishonesty. A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may 

include dismissal from the University. You may also refer to the Student Handbook for information about the 

judicial process. Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in 

any other work designated by the instructor of the course. A copy of this policy is found on the UMD website.  

https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/ 

 

Title IX Information 

The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to encourage 

diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and analytical thinking skills. In 

many classes, including this one, students and faculty examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics. If a 

topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter with 

the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 

https://www.umassd.edu/counseling/508-999-8648 or - 8650,  

or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, https://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ 

508-910-4584.  

 

In an emergency contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. UMass Dartmouth, 

following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as 

a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty 

member in person and/or via email. These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, 

relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate 

appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member requires that the 

faculty member inform the University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-

999-8008 to help ensure that the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the 

disclosure not be shared. For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to 

https://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ 

 

Academic Integrity Information 

Academic dishonesty is defined as attempting to obtain academic credit for work that is not one’s own.  

Examples include:  1) copying another student’s answers on an examination; 2) obtaining or attempting to 

obtain, the answers to an examination in advance; 3) submitting a paper that was written by someone else; 

4) submitting a paper that includes phrases, sentences, or paragraphs that were copied verbatim, or almost 

verbatim, from a work written by someone else, without making this clear without indicating that these 

words were someone else’s  through the use of quotation marks or other appropriate citation methods; 5) 

collaborating on a homework assignment when this has been expressly forbidden by the professor; 6) using 

unauthorized materials in completing assignments or examinations; and 7) submitting the same paper for 

more than one class without the express permission of instructors involved.  This list of examples should not 

be considered exhaustive.  For all forms of dishonesty, students who knowingly allow other students to use 

their work are The complete university academic integrity policy and reporting procedures can be found 

http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/.  

You will be held accountable for the information in this document. 

 

    

https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
https://www.umassd.edu/counseling/
https://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/
https://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/
http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandre


Seminars and Online Classes: 

Week ClassDate Readings in preparation for class Topic Assignments due 

1.1 

 

5/21/19 Polit and Beck (2016), Chapter 1, 4, 21,  

  Munhall (2012), Chapters 1-4  

 

myCourses wk 1 

 Baker, Norton, Young and Ward (1998)v 

 

Introduction to qualitative 

perspective, research design and 

approaches 

 

Qualitative  proposal -intro to 

development 

 

Qualitative research problems, 

purpose and questions 

 

Be prepared to discuss a problem of 

interest that you would like to 

explore using qualitative methods 

this semester. 

 

  1.2 5/24/19* Munhall, C 20, 21, 

Polit & Beck C5 (Box 5.3 qual), C7 ethics 

Qualitative Critique 

Ethical Issues 

Discussion Question: 

Week 1 question for discussion 

post by 6 PM.  Peer response by 

  5/26 6 PM. 

2.1 5/28/19 Polit & Beck, Chapter 22, 23 

 

 myCourses wk 2  

  Sandelowski (1993) 

   Kennedy (1999) 

Price (2002) 

Rubin & Rubin C8, 9 

Hunter-Revell (2013)  

DiCicco Bloom and Crabtree 2006) 

Morse and Chung (2003) 

Sandelowski (1995) 

 

 

The Literature Review 

 

Theory in qualitative research 

 

Data Generation 

Data Collection: Interviews and 

Participant Observation 

 

Recruitment and Sampling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Assignment DUE: 1 page 

description of research proposal 

topic, draft aims and question(s), 

proposed qualitative method 

appropriate to address question 

and justification for method 

choice. Also send electronically 

to faculty. 

 

Research Funding Announcement 

(RFA) and guidelines appropriate 

to your research topic interest. 

  2.2 5/31/19* Polit & Beck C 25 

Munhall C 22 

Lincoln and Guba (handout in class) 

Davies & Dodd (2002) 

Cohen & Crabtree (2008) 

Whittemore, Chase & Mandle (2001). 

 

  Rigor in Qualitative Research 

 

 

Substantive question #1, short 

paper. Email to 

echin@umassd.edu by 10PM 
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