
ENL 200-7102: Space and Place in Literature 
Maymester 2019 (May 20-June 7) 
 
Instructor Information 
Dr. Mary Wilson 
mwilson4@umassd.edu 
 
Office Hours and Communication Plan 
MWF 11.30am-1.00pm: I will respond to email in real time and participate in a “Questions” discussion 
board forum. 
 
Please use email only when the subject is of a personal and confidential nature.  If the question that you 
are asking might benefit even one other person in the course, please post the question in the appropriate 
discussion board forum. 
 
You can request a chat appointment with me. 
 
Outside of office hours, I will respond to emails within 24 hours Monday through Friday.  I will also 
check the discussion forums daily Monday through Friday.  I will be participating in the discussions with 
you, and I will always reply to any post directed specifically at me. 
 
Course Description 

Despite appearances, space is almost never empty.  Even vacant rooms and open 
frontiers are shaped, understood, and occupied based on personal, social, and 
cultural preoccupations, expectations, norms, and assumptions.  Spaces have 
meanings, and those meanings structure individual interactions, social groups, and 
family dynamics.  Although those meanings can appear natural or universal, they 

may change over time from culture to culture.  But while we all exist in 
specific spaces and places in the world, when we read a book or watch a 
TV show, the ‘setting’ often remains just a background.   
 

In this course, we will bring space and place to the 
foreground of our consideration of literary and cultural texts as a means of 
embarking on study in the liberal arts.  What happens when we “read space”?  How 
does literature affect our understanding of our own places and spaces in the world?  
How do place and space influence literature itself?  We will focus on the ways that 
literary and textual expressions help us understand how individuals and cultures 
think about the spaces in which they live and work, how those ideas shape their 
thinking about themselves, about others, and about their world—and, in turn, how 
they affect our understandings of the spaces and places around us.   

 
Because this course will be conducted entirely online, we will also take some opportunities 
to reflect on our own experience learning in virtual space.  How do we understand and 
experience the space of our MyCourses site?  How does reading and discussing texts 
online—as we each sit in our own individual places—shape and influence our 
understanding of the places and spaces we encounter in the texts?   
 
Time Considerations 
This is a three-week Maymester class that covers the same materials studied in a traditional 14-week 
semester.  Be prepared for a fast-paced, reading- and writing-intensive unit of study. 
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You may feel that I’m expecting a lot from you on a weekly (or daily) basis.  Remember, though, that in a 
traditional face-to-face course, each week you would come to class for three hours and then spend an 
additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on reading and writing assignments.  Be sure to budget your 
time accordingly; you will need to do quite a bit of reading and thinking before participating in the 
discussion boards for each unit.  Make sure you know the deadlines for the discussion boards and are 
working backwards from those deadlines so that you can finish the primary reading and background 
materials in time to participate.  You will have something due every day starting on our first day of class: 
readings, a discussion board activity, or a writing assignment.   
 
Prerequisite: 
ENL 102 
 
Credits: 
3 
 
Required Texts: 
All course readings will be available on our MyCourses site.  One film text (the pilot episode of The 
Fosters) is available on Netflix. If you do not have access to Netflix, please contact me so that we can 
find another way for you to view the episode. 
 
Course Learning Objectives 
This course is designed to provide an introduction to literary studies.  In this course, you should: 

• Practice fundamental skills for reading and evaluating literary texts, specifically close reading 
• Identify, examine, and evaluate critically the significances of place and space in literary and 

cultural texts 
• Demonstrate understanding of and ability to apply course materials and concepts  
• Communicate effectively through online discussion, and formal written work 

 
University Studies Learning Outcomes 
This course is also designed to meet the University Studies Learning Outcomes for Literature.  After 
completing ENL 200, you should be able to: 

• Articulate how literature (fiction, poetry, drama, and literary nonfiction) both reflects and helps 
shape culture, society and history. 

• Explain how a text’s literary form, style, and content express its meanings using appropriate 
disciplinary terminology. 

• Evaluate the rhetorical and contextual elements of ideas presented by literary texts and respond to 
them critically and analytically. 

• Explain the ways in which literature expresses the values that humans attach to their experiences. 
 
Grading 
Your grade for the course will be based on your work in the following three areas: 
 
Discussion board posts and responses: 50% 
The discussion boards are where the main "work" of the class will occur, and therefore make up the most 
significant single part of your final grade.  Each unit involves several discussions to give you the 
opportunity to think through and interpret the course readings and practice your skills in literary analysis.  
See the link “Discussion Board Guidelines” on the course menu for details on the requirements and 
expectations for posts and responses.  I will grade your participation in each unit and provide feedback so 
that you know how you are doing in this important part of the class. 
 



Three short papers: 30% 
At the end of each of the first three units, you will write a short (2-3 page) analysis paper.  I will provide 
suggested topics, or you may develop your own in consultation with me.  Each paper is worth 10%.  I will 
provide written feedback on each paper with your grade. 
 
Final paper: 20% 
The final project for the course is a longer (5-6 page) analysis paper.  I will again provide suggested 
topics, or you may develop your own.  I will provide more details about the final paper assignment in the 
second week of the course.  As part of your work on the final paper, you will need to post a draft to the 
Final Paper discussion board and provide peer review for other writers.   
 
Late Assignments 
Simply put, with just three weeks together, we don’t have time in this class for late work.  The class can 
only proceed when we all keep up with posted deadlines, especially for the discussion boards where we 
depend on each other to keep the conversations going. Therefore: 

• Discussion board activities must be completed by the posted deadlines.  Students will not 
receive any credit for late discussion board posts and/or responses.  Further information 
about grading criteria can be found on the “Discussion Board Guidelines” link on our MyCourses 
site.  Due dates for discussion board activities are included on the schedule below and in every 
Unit on MyCourses. 

• Papers (including the final paper) may be submitted late but students will lose 1/3 letter grade 
(e.g. B+ becomes B) for every 8 hours the paper is late.  The clock starts immediately after the 
paper deadline.  I will not accept papers more than 48 hours late.  No exceptions will be made 
to this policy.  Please plan ahead to ensure that you can complete and submit your papers on 
time. 

 
Attendance Policy 
Attendance will be demonstrated by participation in discussion board activities. 
 
What Grades Mean 
Letter and number grades are tools we can use together to evaluate your work on a given assignment and 
set out goals for improvement.  While the expectations of individual assignments may vary slightly, this 
table should give you an overall sense of their meaning for the main work of the course. 
 

letter grade pt. percent. meaning 
A 4.0 100-94 Writing: Excellent.  Original, inventive, arguable thesis with strong 

support rooted in textual evidence.  Presents a compelling analysis of 
the text or texts under consideration. No significant errors in grammar 
and/or citations.   
Participation:  Contributions reflect exceptional preparation. Ideas 
offered are always substantive and provide one or more major insights 
as well as direction for the class. Challenges are well substantiated and 
persuasively presented. If this person were not a member of the class, 
the quality of discussion would be diminished markedly. 

A- 3.7 93.9-90  
B+ 3.3 89.9-87  
B 3.0 86.9-83 Writing: Good.  Interesting, reasonable, and arguable thesis with good 

support.  Contains textual evidence to support analysis of the text or 
texts.  May contain a few significant errors in grammar and/or 
citations.  
Participation:  Contributions reflect thorough preparation. Ideas 
offered are usually substantive and provide good insights and 



 
Incomplete Policy 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at 
the instructor's discretion. You must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to 
passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade 
will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be 
already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require 
an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete 
in writing. We will then decide on a course of action.  You must initiate the request (I will not come to 
you to suggest an incomplete), and the request must be made no more than 48 hours after the final class. 
 
Course Conduct 
UMass Dartmouth policies regarding equal opportunity, discrimination, harassment, and sexual violence 
apply to all learning environments wherever they are located and from wherever they are taught.  This 
applies to all UE face-to-face, off campus, blended, and online courses.  Please see the Office of 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion brochure for information at 
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/studentcodeofcon
duct/. 
 
Student Academic Integrity Policy 

sometimes direction for the class. Challenges are well substantiated 
and often persuasive. If this person were not a member of the class, the 
quality of discussion would be diminished. 

B- 2.7 82.9-80  
C+ 2.3 79.9-77  
C 2.0 76.9-73 Writing: Fair.  Thesis may not be very original, or may not be clearly 

arguable.  Contains minimal textual evidence and/or may rely primarily 
on summary and/or paraphrase.  Reasoning for interpretation may be 
unclear or unsupported by the text or texts.  Writing may focus more 
on summary than on analysis. May contain several significant errors in 
grammar and/or citations. 
Participation: Contributions reflect satisfactory preparation. Ideas 
offered are sometimes substantive and provide generally useful insights 
but seldom offer a new direction for the discussion. Challenges are 
sometimes presented, fairly well substantiated, and are sometimes 
persuasive. If this person were not a member of the class, the quality of 
discussion would be diminished somewhat. 

C- 1.7 72.9-70  
D+ 1.3 69.9-67  
D 1.0 66.9-63 Writing: Poor.  Approach to the topic is unclear and/or marred by 

significant logical fallacies or misreadings.  Contains significant errors 
in grammar and/or citations. 
Participation: Contributions reflect unsatisfactory preparation.  Ideas 
offered are less substantive or rarely provide useful insights.  
Challenges are rarely presented; comments are often unsubstantiated or 
disconnected from the text or concept under discussion.  If this person 
were not a member of the class, the quality of the discussion would be 
diminished minimally. 

D- 0.7 62.9-60  
F 0.0 59.9-0 Failure.  Work in this category does not meet the minimum standards 

for college-level work. 
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All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and 
scholarly practice.  The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a 
result of a failure to understand proper academic procedure, or as an act of intentional dishonesty.  A 
student found responsible for academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may 
include dismissal from the University.  A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of 
truth and learning and respect for the intellectual accomplishments of others.  These are values that are 
fundamental to the mission of this University.  Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty.  
Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this policy 
depend on the mutual cooperation of faculty and students.  The intent of this policy is to make clear the 
standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth. 
 
For the complete statement on Academic Regulations and Procedures, see the UMass Dartmouth Student 
Handbook: www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm.  For additional 
information on violations, infractions, and consequences, visit the UMass Dartmouth Student Academic 
Integrity Policy: 
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingfor
m/ 
 
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is a particular violation of standards of academic integrity that can surface in 
classes involving a significant amount of writing, and so it’s important to address it specifically here.  
Your work for this course must be your own new and original work.  If you use any outside sources, you 
must give credit to the original author by clearly identifying words or ideas borrowed or paraphrased.  
Purchasing papers online and submitting your own previously written work from another course also 
“count” as plagiarism.   
 
Beyond being a violation of the standards of integrity that govern the University, plagiarism is deeply 
disappointing behavior.  It demonstrates dishonesty and an inability to think for yourself.  If you 
plagiarize on any assignment in this course, you will fail that assignment.  Repeated instances of 
plagiarism may result in failing the course.  Violations of academic integrity may also be reported to the 
Student Judiciary. 
 
Center for Access and Success 
If you have a documented disability that requires accommodation in order for you to be successful in your 
coursework at UMass Dartmouth, make sure that you are registered with the Center for Access and 
Success (7136 Pine Dale Hall).  The Center will provide you with documentation and a list of 
accommodations to share with your instructors.  Please give this documentation to me as soon as possible. 
 
Resources for UMass Dartmouth Students 
 
Tutoring 
If you are having difficulty with the content of or assignments for the class, please: 

• Contact me directly using the contact information listed at the top of the document and through 
our MyCourses page. 

• Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support: 
o Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts Room 007 
o Phone: 508-999-8708, Fax: 508-910-6404 

• For help with writing assignments you can also make use of online writing tutoring. 
o eTutoring can be accessed by clicking the “Online Tutoring” link at the top of the 

MyCourses dashboard. 
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Technical Help 
If you are having technical difficulties with the course website, tech support is available 24/7. 

• Students can email myCoursesHelp@umassd.edu or call the Student Help Desk at 508-999-
8505 during normal business hours (M-F 9.00am-5.00pm EDT) 

• During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at 
http://umd.echelp.org/. 
 

Please note that you are responsible for completing and submitting course work on time.  As this is 
a fully online course, regular access to the internet is a basic expectation.  Technical problems will 
not be an acceptable excuse for late work. 
 
 
Course Calendar 
 
Unit I: Points of Origin: Reading the Place and Space of Home (5/20-5/24) 
Reading/viewing:  Getting Started: Introduction to Course Learning Module (5/20) 
    Syllabus 

Defining Home Learning Module (5/21) 
Ruskin, from Of Queens’ Gardens 

    Hale, “The Light of Home” 
    Guest, “Home” 
   Places Like Home Learning Module (5/22) 
    Henry, “The Gift of the Magi” 
    Dickens, “Telescopic Philanthropy” 
   TV Domesticity Learning Module (5/23) 

     The Fosters, Pilot episode (available on Netflix) 
 
Discussion boards:  Introduction, due 5/20 11.59pm 
 

Defining Home discussion board 
    First post due 5/22 by 12.00noon 
    Responses due 5/22 by 11.59pm 

 
   Places Like Home discussion board 
    First post due 5/23 by 12.00noon 
    Responses due 5/23 by 11.59pm 

 
   TV Domesticity discussion board 
    First post due 5/24 by 12.00noon 
    Responses due 5/24 by 11.59pm 

 
Short critical analysis paper: Due 5/25 at 11.59pm 
 
Unit II:  No Place Like Home?  (5/28-5/31)  
**please note: May 27, Memorial Day, is a University holiday 
Readings:   The “true wife”?: Gender and the Space of Home Learning Module  

Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” 
    Chopin, “The Story of an Hour” 
    Glaspell, Trifles 
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   Intruders and Outsiders Learning Module 
    Carver, “Cathedral” 
    Williams, “Break-In” 
    Walcott, “A Far Cry from Africa” 
 
   Home Again (?) Learning Module 
    Mason, “Shiloh” 

McKay, “The Tropics in New York” 
    Rhys, “I Used to Live Here Once” 
    Walker, “Everyday Use” 
 

Discussion boards:  The “true wife”? discussion board 
     First post due 5/28 by 12.00noon 
     Response due 5/28 by 11.59pm 
 
    Intruders and Outsiders discussion board 
     First post due 5/29 by 12.00noon 
     Responses due 5/29 by 11.59pm 
 
    Home Again (?) discussion board 
     First post due 5/31 by 12.00noon 
     Responses due 5/31 by 11.59pm 
 
Short critical analysis paper: Due 5/31 at 11.59pm 
 
 
Unit III: Social and Natural Spaces (6/3-6/4) 
Readings:   Social Space Learning Module 
     Woolf, “The New Dress” 
     Mansfield, “The Doll’s House” 
     Kincaid, “Girl” 
    
    Writing Nature Learning Module 
     Thoreau, excerpts from Walden 
     Wordsworth, selected poems 
     Yeats, “The Lake Isle of Innisfree”    
     Atwood, “Death By Landscape” 
     Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown” 
 
Discussion Boards:  Social Space discussion board 
     First post due 6/3 by 12.00noon 
     Responses due 6/3 by 11.59pm 
 
    Writing Nature discussion board 
     First post due 6/3 by 12.00noon 
     Responses due 6/3 by 11.59pm 
 
Short critical analysis paper: Due 6/4 at 11.59pm 
 
 
Unit IV: (Re)Reading Space and Place: Where Are We Now? (6/5) 



Readings:   Space, Place, and Nation Learning Module 
     Shakespeare, “This royal throne of kings” 
     Whitman, “I Hear America Singing” 
     American songs 
     
    Course Review Learning Module 
     Brooks, “A Song in the Front Yard” 
 
Discussion board:  Space, Place, Nation, and Course Review discussion board 
     First post due 6/5 by 12.00noon 
     Responses due 6/5 by 11.59pm 
 
Final Papers (6/6-6/7) 
Discussion board:  Final Paper Peer Review discussion board 
     Draft of final paper due 6/6 by 12.00noon 
     Responses due 6/6 by 11.59pm  
 
Final paper:   Due 6/7 by 11.59pm 
      
 
 
 
     

    
     


