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HST 350 (7101) 
America in Vietnam 

May 2019 Online Course 
Dr. Mark Santow 

msantow@umassd.edu 
Phone:  910-6419 

 
Books and other materials:  available at UMD bookstore 
James Blight and Janet Lang, Vietnam if Kennedy Had Lived 
DVD (companion to Blight and Lang), Virtual JFK 
Tim O’Brien, If I Die in a Combat Zone 
 
Other short readings will be found on MyCourses. 
 
Class Description: 
 
As the title indicates, this class will cover the history of American involvement in Vietnam.  Since 
we only have 3 weeks, of course, we can really only skim the surface; this will very much be an 
introduction to the subject.  I am more than happy to lead you to books, websites and films that you 
can use to more fully develop your knowledge of the subject.  As historians and citizens, we are 
fortunate to have access to extraordinary primary sources on the Vietnam War – sources which help 
to put us in the White House, on the streets, and in the jungles of Southeast Asia with just a few 
mouse clicks and page turns. 
 
The spring of 2018 marked the 50th anniversary of the Tet Offensive, a key turning point in the war 
– at home and on the battlefield.  Not surprisingly, given how controversial the war was back in the 
1960s and early 1970s, this anniversary led to intense public debate about the conflict:  what 
happened there?  Why did we go?  Could it have been avoided?  What should we learn from the 
experience? 
 
The Vietnam War – known in Southeast Asia as ‘The American War’ – was arguably the defining 
event of our post-World War II history.  Recent events in Iraq, Syria and elsewhere have raised 
important questions that were also posed during the Vietnam War:  what powers does the President 
have during wartime, relative to Congress?  What is the best way to build a new democracy (‘nation 
building’)?  What strategies should be used to fight an insurgency?  What are the limits to 
American power?  How can a nation get out of a foreign war that is no longer winnable?  And what 
moral obligations do we have when we believe our country is doing something wrong?  What does 
patriotism – and justice – require? 
 
The Vietnam War changed millions of Americans, raising serious questions about patriotism, 
loyalty, dissent, and justice.  Along with the other movements of the Sixties, it shook the legitimacy 
of American institutions and beliefs to their foundations, irrevocably changing many of them.  
Many have dated the cynicism that seems to dominate American political discourse today to 
Vietnam.  In some ways it is best to talk about the Vietnam ‘wars,’ in the plural.  We will certainly 
cover the war as it was fought in the rice paddies and jungles of Southeast Asia; but we will also 
explore how it was fought at home as well.  

mailto:msantow@umassd.edu
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Course Objectives:  Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

• Identify and describe the major events and decisions of the Vietnam War 
• Using both primary and secondary sources, describe and analyze the assumptions and 

arguments of American policy makers before and during the Vietnam War 
• Using both primary and secondary sources, describe and analyze the experiences of 

American soldiers in Vietnam, and how they related to broader political and military 
policies 

• Using both primary and secondary sources, describe and analyze the ideas and actions of the 
anti-war movement  

• Offer written interpretations and historical arguments based in the analysis of historical 
evidence 

 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
Please use email ONLY when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter.  If the question 
you ask is of a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post 
the question in Course Questions Discussion Board 
 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect 
a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the workweek. You may get an email reply in the 
evening or during the weekend, but that would be an exception not the rule.  
 
I will also check the Discussion Boards multiple times daily during the workweek.  Please note that 
even when I don’t post myself, I’m reading all of your posts closely — and I will always reply to 
any discussion comment or question directed specifically at me. 
 
Please submit all written assignments through MyCourses, rather than through email.  If I haven’t 
received an assignment within 24 hours after it’s due (or if I can’t open or read the file), I will email 
you.  If you don’t receive an email, you can assume I’ve received the assignment in good order. 
 
You are responsible for reading any Discussion Board posts, Announcements and emails that I 
write or send.  As a consequence, you are responsible for knowing and following any instructions 
included in them. 
 
Time Considerations 
This course is worth 3 credits.  A full-semester face-to-face 3 credit History course involves 
approximately 35 hours of classroom time, in addition to several hours spent each week outside the 
classroom reading, writing, and thinking.  We are attempting to do all of this in three weeks.  
Obviously replicating that experience isn’t possible here, but our compacted time frame does mean 
that you must be prepared to spend significant time throughout each of the three weeks on course 
materials and activities.  Including films watched on the MyCourses site (at least one each week), 
you may expect to spend 4-5 hours minimum each week on course-related reading, writing, 
discussing, and viewing.   Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 
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The Online Weekly Schedule 
Our course begins on Monday May 20th.  Each unit has its own Learning Module on the 
MyCourses site.  Readings, films, and Discussion Boards will be due by 8pm. 
Week One, Units 1 and 2:  Monday May 20thth through Sunday May 26th (assignments due on 
Thursday May 23rd and Sunday May 26th) 
Week Two, Units 3 and 4:  Monday May 27th through Sunday June 2nd (assignments due on 
Thursday May 30th and Sunday June 2nd) 
Week Three, Unit 5:  Monday June 3rd through Friday June 7th (assignment due Friday June 7th) 
 
Substantive Discussion Board Participation Should:  

• Relate directly to the Discussion Board prompt(s) 
• Be written in full proofread sentences, not in social media shorthand. 
• Include Subject headings that describe the content of the post 
• Make use of specific examples from the films, readings, and lectures to illustrate your points 
• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or 

no to peer’s comments.  
• Challenge posts by students and the professor  
• Ask insightful questions.  
• Answer other people’s questions.  
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives. 

 
 Ideas for Substantive Discussion Board Participation Include: 

• Share an idea that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ ideas that are 
related to the course.  

• Ask others questions about their ideas that are related to the course.  
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different 

perspective on an idea that is being discussed.  
• Give insights gained from readings/films that were assigned for the week.  If you need more 

information, ask the participants a question about the week's reading.  
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other 

participants’ questions or as you explore the topics of the course, (as it is a violation of 
copyright law to copy the actual page).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Methods of Instruction 
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Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: 
 Discussion Boards (4 of them, lowest dropped)  150 points 
 7 page paper      50 points 
 Introduction Discussion Board    30 points 
 
 TOTAL:  230 POINTS 

Grading Scale: 
A+:  97-100 
A:    93-96 
A-:  90-92 
B+:  87-89 
B:  83-86 
B-:  80-82 
C+:  77-79 
C:  73-76 
C-:  70-72 
D+:  66-69 
D:  63-65 
D-:  60-62 
F:  0-59. 

 
Policy on Late Assignments and Missing Assignments: 
Because we only have 3 weeks, timely completion of assignments is imperative.  While late papers 
will be accepted, there will be a 3 point penalty for every day the paper is late.  Since each paper is 
worth 25 points, this basically means a deduction of a full grade for each day the paper is late.  Late 
Discussion Board posts will also be penalized 3 points for each late day.  Posts due on Thursday 
will no longer be accepted after midnight Sunday of that same week.  Likewise, posts due on 
Sunday will no longer be accepted after midnight Thursday of the following week. 
 
Incomplete policy and Student Academic Integrity Policy can be found at the end of this 
syllabus. 
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Week 1:  Monday May 20th through Sunday May 26th 

Topic:  President John Kennedy, and the path to war in Vietnam 1945-1963 
  

Unit 1 -- For Thursday May 23rd, please do the following: 
Read:    Loren Baritz, “The Chain to Vietnam,” from Backfire 
  Mark Lawrence, “Colonialism and Cold War” and “An Anguished Peace,” 
   From The Vietnam War:  A Concise International History 
 
Watch:   “Déjà vu,” from Ken Burns’ The Vietnam War 
 
Write:  Discussion Board#1:  why Vietnam? 
 
Unit 2 -- For Sunday May 26th, please do the following: 
Read:  Blight and Lang, chapters 3-4; Documents 3-1, 3-2, 3-4, 3-5, 
   and Documents 4-1, 4-3 through 4-6 

 
 Watch:  Virtual JFK, chapters 1-12 
   “Riding the Tiger,” from Ken Burns’ The Vietnam War 
     

Write:  Discussion Board#2:  Give your advice to JFK in October 1963 
 
Week 2:  Monday May 27th through Sunday June 2nd 

Topic:  American soldiers in Vietnam 1965-1973 
 
 Unit 3 -- For Thursday May 30th, please do the following: 
 Read:  Blight and Lang, chapter 5, and appendix primary sources 
   Mark Lawrence, “War on Many Fronts” 
   Loren Baritz, “War By the Numbers” 
 
 Watch:  “Path to War,” excerpts 
   Virtual JFK, chapters 13-18 

“America Takes Charge,” from Vietnam:  A Television History 
 
 Write:  Discussion board#3:  What would JFK advise? 
 
 Unit 4 -- For Sunday June 2nd, please do the following: 
 Read:  O’Brien:  chapter 1-3, 5-9, 13-14, 16, 19-23 
 
 Watch:  American Experience, “Two Days in October” 
   American Experience, “Four Hours in My Lai” 
 
 Write:  Discussion Board#4:  who was responsible for the My Lai massacre? 
 
Week 3:  Monday June 3rd through Friday June 7th 

Dissent 1965-1973 



 6 

 
 Unit 5 – For Friday June 7th, please do the following: 
 Read:  Terry Anderson, “Vietnam is Here:  the Antiwar Movement” 

Martin Luther King, Jr., “Declaration of Independence from the war in  
 Vietnam,” April 1967 
Richard Moser, excerpts, The New Winter Soldiers (chapters 3 and 5) 
Andrew Hunt, excerpts, The Turning: A History of Vietnam Veterans 
 Against the War (chapters 3 and 5) 

 
 Watch:   Up River, excerpts 
   Sir No Sir  
 
  For Friday June 7th, please do the following: 
 Write:  7 page policy brief 

Why and how did the US get involved in Vietnam?  Why was our effort their 
unsuccessful?  What criticisms did the anti-war movement make of American 
efforts there?  What lessons should we learn from the experience?    
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Incomplete Policy 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional 
circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or 
be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the 
incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at 
least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical 
issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email 
me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincompletestatement/ 
 
Student Academic Integrity Policy 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and 
scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as 
a result of a failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of 
intentional dishonesty. 
 
A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which 
may include dismissal from the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of academic 
dishonesty may be found in Section III of this document.  You may also refer to the Student 
Handbook for information about the judicial process. 
 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the 
intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this 
University. Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty. 
 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and 
integrity are necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all academic 
work be wholly the product of an identified individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate 
only when the assistance of others is explicitly acknowledged and deemed appropriate by the 
instructor of the course. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the University 
community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 
 
Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this policy 
depend on the mutual cooperation of faculty and students. 
 
Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by this 
Academic Integrity Policy. Faculty members promote academic integrity by making clear on their 
syllabi their expectations concerning homework assignments, collaborative student efforts, research 
papers, examinations, computer-based infractions, and the like. Efforts should be made to detect 
and to prevent cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members have 
evidence of academic dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence promptly. 
 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in 
any other work designated by the instructor of the course. Students are also expected to report 
incidents of academic dishonesty to the instructor or dean of the instructional unit. 

http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincompletestatement/
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The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth. 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass 
Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy at the link below. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentconductpolicies/academ
icintegritypolicy/ 
 
Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 
accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the 
beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and 
Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation to the Center, 
which is located in Liberal Arts, Room 016; phone: 508.999.8711. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 
 
Resources 
Tutoring 
If you are having difficulty with the class please: 

• Post a message on the Discussion Board – be sure to use your classmates for 
troubleshooting and problem solving. 

• Make an appointment to come in and meet with me during my office hours. 
• Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support: 

 
Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts – Room 7 
Phone: 508.999.8708, Fax: 508.910.6404 
 
If you are in need of technical assistance the IT Service Desk is available to students.  

Claire T. Carney Library, lower level  508.999.8884 (x8884) or Email 
Sunday:     12:00pm-2am 
 Monday thru Thursday:   7:30am-2am  
Friday:     7:30am-11pm  
Saturday:     9:30am-1pm 
Students living in the Residence Halls may also contact the Residential Technology 
(ResTech) Support Center: 

 
Visit ResTech in Elmwood Hall, lower level 
Call the ResTech Help Line at 508.999.8040 (x8040) 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentconductpolicies/academicintegritypolicy/
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentconductpolicies/academicintegritypolicy/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
mailto:itstudentcenter@umassd.edu%22%20%5Co%20%22Email%20Service%20Desk
mailto:ResTech@umassd.edu%22%20%5Co%20%22Email%20ResTech
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