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Course Overview:  
Sociology 102 is a survey of the sociological aspects of major contemporary social problems both in the United 
States and globally. The course examines personal pathologies (e.g. alcoholism, drug addiction), crime, 
population problems, racism, sexism, and contemporary problems in education, environment, and the 
economy.  Each week we will focus on a distinct group of social problems.  Documentary films that address 
the social problems will also be viewed. 
 
 
Learning Objectives / Outcomes:  
Course-Specific Learning Outcomes 
After completing this course, students will be able to: 

1. Develop a “sociological imagination” that will help them recognize how individual experiences and views are 
shaped by social location and historical context, and how individual actions can bring about social change.  

2. Understand what sociology is, how it developed as a social science and how it can be used to explain and predict 
social phenomena.	

3. Identify basic aspects of the life and ideas of some of the major figures/theorists in the field. 	
4. Become familiar with the major theoretical perspectives in sociology and use them to critically analyze social 

problems.  
5. Be able to identify and critically assess the basic research methodologies used by sociologists.  	
6. Understand the concepts of culture, society, socialization and social interaction and how they relate to the nature-

nurture controversy in individual behavior, as well as to social, historical and global change. 
7. Understand how the characteristics of groups, networks and organizations affect one’s life and bring about social 

and global change. 
8. Understand the concepts of conformity, deviance, crime and social control, along with the major theories that 

purport to explain these phenomena. 
9. Understand systems of local and global inequality and critically analyze theoretical explanations for the unequal 

distribution of social resources. 
10. Understand the constructed nature of gender, race, ethnicity, class and sexual orientation and how these 

categories are related to systems of inequality. 
11. Understand how social institutions like the family, education, religion, politics and the economy have changed 

over time and across space; how they influence our lives; and how they relate to social and global change. 
12. Recognize some of the dimensions, causes and consequences of social change and globalization and the role 

of social movements in addressing social problems. 
 

Additionally, students will be able to possess the following analytic and informational literacy skills:  
1. Read social scientific texts carefully and critically;  
2. Create clear and concise written summaries of complex texts;  
3. Develop thoughtful, well-argued, and professionally presented arguments; 
4. Collect and analyze information from primary and secondary sources; and  
5. Communicate ideas effectively in written and oral form.   

 
 
 
Required Reading (available on-line): Social Problems: Continuity and Change: This adapted edition is 
produced by the University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing through the eLearning Support Initiative.  
Students should have access to newspapers and/or the Internet.  Additional Readings / Journal Articles will 
be assigned in class. 
	



	
Grading and Evaluation: Students are expected to complete assigned reading each week, participate in on-
line discussions and take regular short quizzes on key terms and concepts.  On-line participation makes this 
class interactive and relevant and it is an important component of the learning experience. Students will 
actively participate in discovery and shape the discussion. Participation in on-line discussion board worth 35% 
of grade. A short 3-5 page policy paper on a social problem chosen by the student will be worth 30% of grade.. 
Quizzes will account for 35% of grade. 
 
 

Class Schedule:  these are best estimates and may be subject to change 
There is a lot to cover in three weeks  but the reading is very manageable.  
5/20-5/26 Introduction: Understanding Social Problems 
5/20-5/26 Poverty and Economic Inequality 
5/20-5/26 Racial & Ethnic Inequality - Quiz 1 
5/20-5/26 Age, Gender, Sexual Orientation  
5/27-6/2 Alcohol & Drugs  
5/27-6/2 Crime & Criminal Justice  - Quiz 2 
5/27-6/2 Schools & Education 
5/27-6/2 Work & Economy 
6/3-6/7 Health & Heath Care - Quiz 3 
6/3-6/7 Urban & Rural Problems 
6/3-6/7 Population & Environment  
6/3-6/7 War & Terrorism  - Quiz 4 

 
Academic Standards: Students will be respectful of one another in using the discussion board. Strict adherence to 
the university’s policy on academic dishonesty, including plagiarism is required. Link to policy: 
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm  
 
Support Services: Students are encouraged to use available academic support services, including services for 
learning and physically disabled students available through the Center for Access and Success. Any student with a 
documented disability is encouraged to contact me as early in the semester as possible to discuss and arrange any 
reasonable accommodations that may be necessary or useful. 
 
 


