
University Studies Course Rationale Statement: MUS 103, Introduction to World Music 
 
Introduction to World Music will introduce the student to various non-western cultures and 
musical styles. The course presents a basic music vocabulary and develops intelligent 
discrimination in the listener through study and analysis of outstanding musical works from 
Gregorian chant to the present, including music of diverse cultures. Emphasis is also placed on 
the relationship of the historical development of music to parallel movements in art, drama and 
philosophical thought. 
 
The course includes several reading and listening assignments designed to reinforce class lectures 
and in-class listening. The alignment with University Studies Learning Outcomes is fairly 
straightforward and is listed below and in the course learning outcomes: 
 

1. Articulate the cultural context, history and formal and conceptual aspects of  
the art form studied. 

  Students will have opportunities to demonstrate this area through  
written assignments and an oral presentation. The regular exposure to music of  
various non-western cultures will inform the student regarding the above areas. 
 

2. Interpret and create informed responses (via writing, presentation, performance or 
artifact) to the art form studied through the analysis of the form, content, context and 
methods of production using appropriate disciplinary terminology. 

  In addition to recordings and videos studied, the students will observe  
a minimum of one live performance which places greater emphasis on the above  
areas. Also, students will have opportunities to demonstrate this area through the  
written assignments and the oral presentation.  

   
3. Explain the ways in which the art form expresses the values that humans attach  
to their experiences. 

In-class lectures and discussions will emphasize this area. It is expected that 
students will demonstrate this area through their written assignments and the oral 
presentation. 

 
Learning Outcomes: 

 
Course-Specific Learning Outcomes: 
This course includes various reading, listening, and written assignments designed to 
reinforce in class lectures and listening. The students will: 

 
1. Analyze written, aural, and visual texts in the visual and performing arts with 

sensitivity to their  
cultural contexts 

2. Describe various aesthetic value systems and how they are communicated across time 
and cultures. 

3. Identify issues in the arts that have personal and global relevance. 
4. Know the elements of music and how they apply to various musical cultures. 
5. Know the textures of music and how they apply to various musical cultures. 
6. Gain an appreciation for the diversity of musical expressions and cultural values in 

the world. 
7. Enjoy all cultures and music with greater appreciation. 


