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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This course develops an understanding of the theoretical and practical considerations 
relevant to applying financial theory to current issues in corporate management.  A 
problem solving approach is used with key chapters assigned from a modern text in 
corporate finance supplemented by case studies and readings in the scholarly literature.  
The application of financial concepts is emphasized in the decision- making process 
through a wide range of topics including the setting of organizational objectives, analysis 
of financial statements, asset valuation, capital budgeting, the use of leverage, the 
evaluation and management of risk using options and futures and long-term planning in 
an international context. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Upon completion of this course the student should be able to determine the expected  financial 
outcomes in terms of value created for projects or actions in the financial markets being 
considered by management.  The student should also be able to examine financial reports to 
identify areas that need attention and suggest measures that could be taken to improve 
performance. During the course you will: 
 

1. Acquire familiarity with the ethics and foundations of financial theory and apply 
them to the analysis of financial statements. 

2. Apply valuation techniques to financial assets and to capital budgeting. 
3. Become familiar with models designed to evaluate and manage portfolio risk. 
4. Consider the advantages and disadvantages of various capital structures. 
5. Deal with need to determine the cost of capital and selecting the optimal projects for 

the capital budget. 
6. Make effective, ethical use of the financial markets to raise capital 
7. Make decisions with respect to leasing and refinancing. 
8. Determine when to use of options and futures to manage risk  
9.  Consider the impact of the global economy on decision making by the firm.    
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A. Required Course Materials 
 

1. Fundamentals of Corporate Finance, Standard Edition, Ross, Westerfield 
and Jordan. 12th edition, CONNECT 
It is very important that you purchase CONNECT. All assignments 
and Exams will be posted on CONNECT.  The first two weeks of 
CONNECT are complimentary. Please do not wait to register since 
you will not be able to complete assignments. 
CONNECT also has an e-book. 

  
 2  Access to Microsoft Excel and the Internet. 

OR  
  A financial calculator (capable of time value of money, NPV, IRR and 

 regression).  If you need to purchase a calculator, I recommend you look at the 
 TI-83 or TI BAII Plus. 

 
 

B. Grading 
 
1. Exams (1 and 2) 40 PTS (20 PTS EACH) 
2. Final Exam  20 PTS 
3.  Assignments  30 PTS (CONNECT) 
5.  Participation    10 PTS (Blog) 
 

 
   

PROFESSOR'S BACKGROUND: 
 

 Professor Vasudevan is a Professor of Finance at UMASS Dartmouth. He received his 
doctorate in Finance from the Stern School of Business, New York University.  His 
primary area of research interest is Corporate Finance and he has published more than 
fourteen articles in major finance journals.  Professor Vasudevan has taught at New 
York University, Suffolk University and Northeastern University prior to joining 
UMASS Dartmouth
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   TOPIC    CHAPTER  DAY 
 
  An Overview of Corporate Finance  1  9/5-9/8  
 CONNECT ASSIGNMENT 
   
  Financial Statements, Taxes and Cash flows 2   9/9-9/15  
  CONNECT ASSIGNMENTS 
         
  Time Value of Money    5  9/16-9/22 
  CONNECT ASSIGNMENT 
    
  Discounted Cash Flow Valuation (IC) 6   9/23-9/29 
  CONNECT ASSIGNMENT  
   

Bond Valuation    7  9/30-10/6 
  CONNECT ASSIGNMENT 
      
     

EXAM 1 (CHAPTERS 1,2,5,6,7)    10/12 
 ONLINE SATURDAY (8 AM-10 PM)  

  
Stock Valuation    8  10/14-10/20 

  CONNECT ASSIGNMENT 
 

   
Basics of Capital Budgeting   9  10/21- 10/27      

 CONNECT ASSIGNMENT 
 
 
Making Capital Investment Decisions 10  10/28-11/3 
CONNECT ASSIGNMENT 
 
EXAM 2 (CHAPTER 8,9,10)    11/9  
ONLINE 

 
  Risk and Return    13   11/11-11/17 
  CONNECT ASSIGNMENT 
   

Cost of Capital    14   11/18-11/24 
Connect assignment 
 
THANKSGIVING BREAK    11/27-12/1 
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  International Corporate Finance  21  12/2- 12/8 
  CONNECT ASSIGNMENT 
 

EXAM  3     (CHAPTERS 10, 13,14,21)   12/14   
  
 
NOTE:  This course schedule is a general guideline.  Deviations may be necessary 
during the quarter.  Students are expected to be aware of any changes made during 
the semester to the schedule, regardless of any failure to attend class.   
 
For every week, Practice Assignments are due on Wednesday and Regular 
assignments are due on Sunday.  There are adjustments made for thanksgiving 
break. Practice Assignments are graded (50% of score). 
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