
Prof. Keota Fields
E-mail: kfields@umassd.edu

COURSE OVERVIEW

An introduction to the methods and principles used to distinguish correct from incorrect 
reasoning. The course aims at imparting skill in identifying fallacies in reasoning and in using 
elementary formal techniques to analyze natural language arguments. Topics include moral 
reasoning, scientific reasoning, the nature of meaning, and the various uses of language.

Critical thinking is fundamental to the human condition.  It is a necessary feature of any form of 
distinctly human endeavor – particularly moral and scientific reasoning.  Without critical thinking, 
knowledge cannot be obtained, maintained or changed; and individuals could not come to 
understand or reason about the world they inhabit.  Effective critical thinking is guided by 
fundamental principles, which are the subject of this course.

Course Specific Learning Outcomes
After completing the course, students will be able to:
1. Determine whether an argument is valid, sound, strong or cogent.
2. Identify formal and informal fallacies.
3. Translate natural language arguments into propositional logic.
4. Identify, summarize and explain the major features of scientific reasoning.
5. Identify, summarize and explain the major features of moral reasoning.

University Studies Learning Outcomes
This course satisfies the learning outcomes for University Studies cluster 4a: Human Questions and Contexts.  After completing this course, students will be able to:
6. Explain different perspectives on: a) what it means to be human and how the significance of  human existence has been understood; b) the nature of human relationships 

and how these relationships are evidenced in regard to the broader world; or c) how knowledge is obtained, maintained and changed, as well as how individuals come to 
understand and think about the world around them.

7. Recognize ethical issues in complex contexts and evaluate the ethical positions taken by themselves and others.
8. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of sources.
9. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on human questions and contexts.
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REQUIRED READINGS

Patrick J. Hurley, A Concise Introduction to Logic, 13th Edition
ISBN-13: 978-1305958098

You must purchase the MindTap digital version of the text from Cengage. If 
you also want a print copy, you can request one with your digital version.

There is a link in myCourses to purchase access to the digital text.

GRADE ASSESSMENTS

Coursework will include exams, homework problems, and class participation.

Exams
- There will be three (3) exams.
- Exam 1 is Monday, September 30
- Exam 2 is Monday, October 28.
- Exam 3 is Monday, December 9.
- Each exam is worth 25% of your final grade (for a total of 75%).

Homework Assignments
- There will be ten (10) homework assignments.
- Each homework assignment is worth 2% of your final grade (for a total of 20%).
- Homework assignments are submitted online by 11:59pm on the due date. You may 

submit your homework at any time prior to the due date.

Class Participation
- Active class participation is worth 5% of your final grade.
- Active participation includes:

- Asking questions relevant to the material under discussion.
- Volunteering to work through problems on discussion boards.
- Correctly answering other students’ questions (for everyone to see) on discussion 

boards.
- Asking for help and helping other students
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Assignments Percentage of Final Grade

3 Exams 3 x 25% = 75%

10 Homework Assignments 10 x 2% = 20%

Class Participation 5%

Total 75% + 20% + 5% = 100%



EXTRA CREDIT

There will be an extra credit assignment worth a possible 10% of your final grade (i.e., a full 
letter grade).  The extra credit assignment will be posed on myCourses and is due on 
Wednesday, November 27.  However, it will not be graded until after the end of classes and will 
not be accepted unless the student has completed all of the regular coursework for the 
semester. Late extra credit assignments will not be accepted.

HOMEWORK POLICY

I've posted all of the homework assignments for the entire course so that you can complete 
them as time allows. I just want to go over several features of the homework.

Please access the homework through myCourses - NOT through MindTap. If you go directly to 
MindTap you'll see more exercises than I have assigned. You're welcome to try them if you want 
practice but you don't need to complete them all for your homework.

You'll notice that there are lots of exercise sets with lots of questions, and that each question set 
is worth a total of ten (10) points. As a result, homework assignments are a total of 40 - 60 
points. Also note that there are no due dates for the homework assignments in myCourses 
(although there are due dates in the syllabus). I want to be flexible in allowing you to complete 
homework assignments at your own pace, but I recommend that you not fall too far behind the 
schedule in the syllabus.

The point of homework is for students to practice, practice, practice, and in doing so to also 
make mistakes (and learn from them). I want to allow you room to have plenty of practice and 
make plenty of mistakes.

So, here's how your homework will be scored in terms of your final grade. ALL of the 
homework assignments will be scored collectively out of a total of 400 points. That means that 
400 points = 20% of your final grade for homework, 380 points = 19% of your final grade for 
homework, 360 points = 18% of your final grade for homework, etc.

You'll notice that there are 46 homework practice sets, each worth 10 points for a total of 460 
possible points. But I'm only scoring out of a total of 400 points. So, you can make lots of 
mistakes and get quite a few problems wrong and still do very well on the homework 
assignments.

COURSE SCHEDULE
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Week 1
Dates Readings Assignments

September 4 Chapter 1.1

September 5 Chapter 1.2
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Week 3

Dates Readings Assignments

September 16 Chapter 3.1 Homework 2 Due

September 18 Chapter 3.2

September 20 Chapter 3.3

Week 4

Dates Readings Assignments

September 23 Chapter 3.4

September 25 Chapter 3.5

September 27 Exam Review

Week 2

Dates Readings Assignments

September 9 Chapter 1.3 Homework 1 Due

September 11 Chapter 1.4

September 13 Chapter 1.5

Week 5

Dates Readings Assignments

September 30 Exam 1

October 2 Chapter 4.1

October 4 Chapter 4.2 Homework 3 Due

Week 6

Dates Readings Assignments

October 7 Chapter 4.3

October 9 Chapter 4.4

October 11 Chapter 4.5 Homework 4 Due

Week 7

Dates Readings Assignments

October 14
Columbus Day

October 16 Chapter 4.6

October 18 Chapter 4.6 Cont. Homework 5 Due
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Week 8

Dates Readings Assignments

October 21 Chapter 4.7

October 23 Chapter 4.7 Cont.

October 25 Exam Review Homework 6 Due

Week 9

Dates Readings Assignments

October 28 Exam 2

October 30 Chapter 5.1

November 1 Chapter 5.2

Week 10

Dates Readings Assignments

November 4 Chapter 5.3

November 6 Chapter 5.4

November 8 Chapter 5.5 Homework 7 Due

Week 11

Dates Readings Assignments

November 11
Veteran’s Day

November 13 Chapter 6.1

November 15 Chapter 6.2 Homework 8 Due

Week 12

Dates Readings Assignments

November 18 Chapter 6.2 Cont.

November 20 Chapter 6.3

November 22 Chapter 6.3 Cont.

Week 13

Dates Readings Assignments

November 25 Chapter 6.4

November 27 Chapter 6.4 Cont. Homework 9 Due
Extra Credit Due

November 28-29
Thanksgiving



GRADING SCALE

LATE ASSIGNMENTS

Late assignments are not accepted.

Communication Plan

Here are my expectations for electronic communication:
• Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter (including questions about grades). If the question you ask is of a nature that even one 

other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion board forum.
• I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the work week. You 

*may* get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be an exception not the rule.
• I will also check the discussion forums during the work week. I will post often during the first weeks of the course and then drop off in activity while expecting participants to 

fill any void. Rest assured however, I *will* be participating in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to any discussion comment directed specifically at 
me.

• I am not an instructor who sends email to my students when they submit an assignment. If you do not hear from me after submitting work, consider it a good thing.

Time Considerations

Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. While you may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on 
a weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on 
assignments and reading. In our online course environment my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you 
would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly.

Incomplete Policy

According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of 
the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I). The 
incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you 
require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you must contact the University Registrar and complete a “Request for Incomplete” form before the Registrar’s deadline.

Academic Integrity Policy

Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, signing someone else’s name on an attendance sheet, etc.) will not be tolerated. I reserve the right to fail any student who commits 
an act of academic dishonesty for the course.

All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of 
any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional dishonesty.

A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may include dismissal from the University. The procedure for responding to 
incidents of academic dishonesty may be found in Section III of this document. You may also refer to the Student Handbook for information about the judicial process.

A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are 
fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty.

Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and integrity are necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that 
all academic work be wholly the product of an identified individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance of others is explicitly acknowledged and 

A+ 97-100 B+ 87-89 C+ 77-79 D+ 67-69 F < 60

A 93-96 B 83-86 C 73-76 D 63-66

A- 90-92 B- 80-82 C- 70-72 D- 60-62
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Week 14

Dates Readings Assignments

December 2 Chapter 6.5

December 4 Chapter 6.5 Cont.

December 6 Exam Review Homework 10 Due

Week 15
Dates Readings Assignments

December 9 Exam 3



deemed appropriate by the instructor of the course. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the University community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute 
serious offenses.

Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this policy depend on the mutual cooperation of faculty and students.

Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by this Academic Integrity Policy. Faculty members promote academic integrity by making 
clear on their syllabi their expectations concerning homework assignments, collaborative student efforts, research papers, examinations, computer-based infractions, and the 
like. Efforts should be made to detect and to prevent cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members have evidence of academic dishonesty, they are 
expected to report such evidence promptly.

Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in any other work designated by the instructor of the course. Students are also 
expected to report incidents of academic dishonesty to the instructor or dean of the instructional unit.

The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth.

*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy at the link below.

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentconductpolicies/academicintegritypolicy/

Center for Access & Success

In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at 
the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center, which is located in Liberal Arts, Room 016; phone: 508.999.8711.

Tutoring

If you are having difficulty with the class please:
Post a message on the Discussion Board – be sure to use your classmates for troubleshooting and problem solving.
Make an appointment to come in and meet with me during my office hours.
Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support: Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts – Room 7 Phone: 508.999.8708, Fax: 508.910.6404

Technical Help

If you are in need of technical assistance the IT Service Desk is available to students. Claire T. Carney Library, lower level 508.999.8884 (x8884).
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http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentconductpolicies/academicintegritypolicy/

