
SOA 310 7101 Social Movements   Fall 2019 On-Line 
Instructor: Jean Robertson   Email: Course Messages OR jrobertson@umassd.edu 
Office: LARTS 392 T Th 8:30-9:30 and by appointment 
Prerequisite: SOA 101  Course Credits: 3 
 

Course Description: A sociological analysis of the origin and development of social 
movements with an emphasis on detailed study of particular social movements. In every 
society there are social, political and economic systems that are resistant to change. On some 
occasions people challenge the status quo banding together to protest, march, strike, sit-in, 
revolt, etc.  The normally powerless challenge the powerful.  These social movements are the 
subject of our attention. Throughout the semester we will examine a number of social 
movements both in the United States and in other countries, both contemporary and historic. 
We will address many questions including what is a social movement, who are the actors in the 
movement how did they organize,  what strategies were used and were they successful.  In 
examining social movements we will gain a better understanding of social structure and agency 
within that structure, as well as the nature of power, conflict, legitimacy  and change.    
 

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 
The reading assignments for this course present strategies used by social movements and 
organizations to create social change. You will also study social theories that can be used to 
understand and evaluate those strategies. The deliberate comparison of various theories, 
disciplines, ideologies, and orientations promotes critical thinking and evaluation.  

You will  also read  newspapers every week to become informed about current social 
movements and to insure that you consider a range of perspectives and learn how to evaluate 
critical sources of information.  

In addition to the reading, four writing assignments which employ many kinds of writing 
including critical commentary will comprise the major work for the class: 

• The on-line discussion board where students post on reading and films. 
• A comparative and analytical essay that examines two or more social movements. 
• The development of an extended argument based on social science data that 

incorporates the use of demographic information to exercise your quantitative 
reasoning and help you develop the ability to collect and learn from data, and provide 
quantitative evidence for assertions about the social world and social movements.  

• A personal final essay requiring synthesis and planning that incorporates an element of 
action. 

Social movements do not happen in a vacuum, they have unique cultural and historical roots, 
and specific relationships to each other and to society. We will work towards developing an 



understanding of these contexts through readings, films, and news events.  Our understanding 
of social movements will be enriched by gaining the perspective of participants as well as 
critical analysis from a variety of theoretical and social scientific analysis.   

This course will help you to develop an understanding of social systems that leads to informed 
action in support of social movements that you personally find compelling.. This emphasis on 
reflecting and then acting is a natural result of our exploration of a diverse set of movements 
and perspectives on the social world. This goal is embodied most clearly in the final assignment 
which asks you to develop a plan of action in support of a social movement of your choosing 
based on what you learned in the course.  

This course is concerned with global, national, and local social movements. To promote an 
understanding of world cultures and problems we will consider several international 
movements and evaluate the global impact of social structure and agency.   

Required Readings:  Journal articles, book chapters, and other readings will be 
posted on MyCourses or a web link will be provided. Note that many of the readings are part of 
edited volumes, so you will find them on MyCourses in  the e-books: Blackwell Companion 
edited by Snow, Soule, Kriesi and Social Movements 1768 - 2004 by Charles Tilley. 

Course Content & Schedule  
PART I: CONCEPTUALIZING SOCIAL MOVEMENTS  
The first part of the course introduces major concepts and debates about the origins, dynamics 
and consequences of social movements. What is a social movement? What makes ordinary 
people take risky, courageous, and historically important action? What makes protest 
disruptive and is disruption necessary for success? How do religious, organizational, cultural, 
and political factors shape protest? How do authorities and elites respond to social movements 
and what effects do they have on movements? We will apply these concepts to different case 
studies in the second half of the course.  
 
WEEK 1:  
September 4  
Introduction to Social Movements 
 
This weeks reading will introduce you to the two major texts used in this course: The Blackwell 
Reader and Social Movements. 
 
Reading 
 
• David Snow, Sarah Soule, and Hanspeter Kriesi 2004: “Mapping the Terrain” in Blsckwell 
• Charles Tilly. “Social Movements as Politics,” pp. 1-11 in Social Movements, 1768-2004. 

 



WEEK 2:  
September 11   
Perspectives on Collective Action  

What is collective action and how do we identify it? 

Reading 

•  Steven Buechler: “The Strange Career of Strain and Breakdown Theories of Collective 
Action.” Ch. 3 in Blackwell Companion edited by Snow, Soule, Kriesi, pp. 47-64.  

•  Aldon Morris. 1981. "Black Southern Student Sit-In Movement: An Analysis of Internal 
Organization." American Sociological Review 46:744-767.  

WEEK 3:  
September 18  
Organizations and Resource Mobilization Theory  

The first reading is a classic piece about mobilization theory.  How are resources mobilized to 
secure change? This theory is challenged by Piven and Cloward in the second reading.   

Reading   

• Bob Edwards and John D. McCarthy. 2004. “Ch.6: Resources and Social Movement 
Mobilization,” read only pp. 125-143.  

 
• Frances Fox Piven and Richard Cloward. 1991. “A Critique of Resource Mobilization Theory,” 

in International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society, 4(4): 435-458.  
 

Presentation: The Free Speech Movement a college campus phenomenon that later fueled 
opposition to the Vietnam War 

• https://calisphere.org/exhibitions/43/the-free-speech-movement/ 
 

WEEK 4:  
September 25th  
Political Opportunities and Context Theory 

How do political contexts – opportunities and threats – shape movements? The farmworkers 
movement serves as an example of a social movement during a time period of political change.  
But Rhys challenges the idea of context theory in the second reading.  

Reading 

• J. Craig Jenkins and Charles Perrow. 1977. “Insurgency of the Powerless: Farmworkers’ 
Movements (1946-1972) in American Sociological Review, Vol. 42, No. 2 pp. 229-268. 



• Rhys Williams: “Ch.5: The Cultural Contexts of Collective Action: Constraints, Opportunities, 
and the Symbolic Life of Social Movements,” in Blackwell Companion edited by Snow, Soule, 
and Kriesi, pp. 91-109.  

Film:   Chicano: PBS Documentary The Struggle in the fields 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZC14nUhta0 

WEEK 5:  
October 2nd  
Recruitment Culture and Collective Action  Biographies and Networks 

Who is recruited to participate in social movements, what are their personal stories? Freedom 
Summer took place at a crucial point in the American Civil Rights Movement and college 
students had an important role. As you discover their personal stories reflect on your own 
experiences would you participate?  Are students a unique group to be recruited?  What role 
does a common culture or identity play in collective action? 

Reading 

• Doug McAdam. 1986. “Recruitment to High Risk Activism : The Case of Freedom Summer” 
in American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 92, No. 1 (Jul., 1986), pp. 64-90. 

 
• Mario Diani. 2004. “Networks and Participation,” Ch. 15 in Blackwell Companion edited by 

Snow, Soule, and Kriesi, pp.339-352.  
 
• Scott A. Hunt and Robert D. Benford. 2004. “Ch.19: Collective Identity, Solidarity, and 

Commitment,” in Blackwell Companion edited by Snow, Soule, and Kriesi, read pp. 433-451.  

Freedom Summer  Mississippi 1964 

• In 1964, less than 7% of Mississippi’s African Americans were registered to vote, 
compared to between 50 and 70% in other southern states. In many rural counties, 
African Americans made up the majority of the population and the segregationist white 
establishment was prepared to use any means necessary to keep them away from the 
polls and out of elected office. 

• For years, local civil rights workers had tried unsuccessfully to increase voter registration 
amongst African Americans. Those who wished to vote had to face the local registrar, an 
all-powerful white functionary who would often publish their names in the paper and 
pass the word on to their employers and bankers. And if loss of jobs and the threat of 
violence wasn’t enough to dissuade them, the complex and arcane testing policies were 
certain to keep them off the rolls. 

• In 1964, a new plan was hatched by Bob Moses, a local secretary for the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. For ten weeks, white students from the North 
would join activists on the ground for a massive effort that would do what had been 



impossible so far: force the media and the country to take notice of the shocking 
violence and massive injustice taking place in Mississippi. 

Film : PBS American Experience Freedom Summer 

• https://www.pbs.org/video/american-experience-what-was-freedom-summer/ 

WEEK 6: 
October 9th  
Tactics, Strategies and Framing 

What are the different ways movements work to achieve their goals? Why do people 
participate in Movements?  

Reading 

•  Verta Taylor and Nella Van Dyke. 2004. “Ch.12: Get up, Stand up: Tactical Repertoires of 
Social Movements.” in Blackwell Companion edited by Snow, Soule, and Kriesi, pp. 262-284.  

• David Snow: “Ch.17: Framing Processes, Ideology and Discursive Fields.” in Blackwell 
Companion edited by Snow, Soule, and Kriesi, pp.380- 405.  

WEEK 7:  
October 16th   
Dilemmas of Mobilization The use of Repression, Defining and Evaluating Outcomes  
 
This week we deal with the dilemmas of mobilization.  These include the use of repression and 
how do we define and evaluate outcomes. In this week’s film, the Battle of Algiers, we witness 
the most common form of warfare since 1945, it involves irregular resistance fighters attacking 
conventional forces and then disappearing back into the population. Bombs planted by civilians, 
often women and children, have served as deadly weapons in this war in wars hence. "The Battle of 
Algiers," filmed in 1965, released in late 1967, is the crucial film about this new kind of warfare. It 
involves the proving-ground of the emerging tactics in Algeria from 1954 to 1962, as France tried 
and failed to contain a nationalist uprising.  

Reading  

• Donatella Della Porta and Olivier Fillieule. 2004. “Ch.10: Policing Social Protest.” Ch.10 in 
Blackwell Companion edited by Snow, Soule, and Kriesi, read only pp. 217-222; 231-236. 

  
• Pamela Oliver. 2008. “Repression and Crime Control: Why Social Movement Scholars Should 

Pay Attention to Mass Incarceration as a Form of Repression.” Mobilization, 13(1): 1-24.  

• Jennifer Earl. 2004. “Ch.22: The Cultural Consequences of Social Movements.” in 
Blackwell Companion edited by Snow, Soule, and Kriesi, pp.508-525.  



Film: The Battle of Algiers  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_N2wyq7fCE 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhhoS3zOskE 

 
PART II: MAKING SENSE OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS  
In the second half of the course, we will evaluate how the theories, concepts, and hypotheses 
we studied in the first half come to bear on cases of present-day social movements. How do 
these conceptualizations help us make sense of the movements of the past decade and their 
relationship to one another? How do new social forces, shifting political landscapes, and new 
technologies complicate or expand these theories? What’s missing in our explanations of 
power, politics, and resistance?  
 
WEEK 8:  
October 23rd   
Social Movements that Change How We Think 

The Occupy Movement and The Tea Party both sought to change American culture and 
thought, calling attention to the failures of the status quo from the left and right political 
spectrum. How did they differ and how were they similar?  What is the lasting legacy? 

Reading  

• David Plotke. 2012. “Occupy Wall Street, Flash Movements, and American Politics.” 
Dissent.  

 
• Williamson, Skocpol, Coggin. 2011. “The Tea Party and the Remaking of Republican 

Conservatism.” Perspectives on Politics, 9(1): 25-37.  

•  David S. Meyer. 2011. “What Occupy Wall Street learned from the tea party.” Washington 
Post.  

WEEK 9:  
October 30th   
Social Inequality and Mobilization:  

Black Lives Matter emerged to address issues of persistent social inequality and racism but in 
the shadows we have seen new vigor and growth of the Alt Right and White Supremicist 
Movements classified as homegrown terrorism.  What role has media played in this 
mobilization?  

Reading 

• Barbara Ransby. 2015. “The Class Politics of Black Lives Matter.” Dissent, 62(4), pp. 31-34. 



  
• Cunningham, David. 2017. “A Long View on the Alt-Right’s Doomed Emergence From the 

Shadows.” Mobilization Blog.  

Film: Hate.Com (Extremists on the Net) HBO Documentary 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vl3oGZDKo6A&has_verified=1 

WEEK 10:  
November 6th   
Social Inequality and Mobilization: Immigrant Rights and Nativists  

This week’s film , Bread and Roses, deals with the struggle of poorly paid janitorial workers in 
Los Angeles and their fight for better working conditions and the right to unionize. Molly Ball 
goes behind the scenes to uncover the movement to stop immigration.  

Reading 

• Irene Bloemraad, Fabiana Silva, and Kim Voss. 2016. “Rights, Economics, or Family? Frame 
Resonance, Political Ideology, and the Immigrant Rights Movement.” Social Forces, 94(4): 
1647-1674.  

• Molly Ball. 2013. “The Little Group Behind the Big Fight to Stop Immigration Reform.” The 
Atlantic.  

Film: Bread and Roses 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VdjaM21TPiU 

WEEK 11:  
November 13th  
Millennial Movements  

Millennial Movements have included Occupy Wall Street, a movement focused on the growing 
income inequality in the United States and the Dreamers who worked toward immigration 
reform for immigrants who came to the United State as children.  How did they bring their 
message to the people, who carried the torches, and how did they differ?  

Reading  

• Ruth Milkman. 2014 "Millennial Movements: Occupy Wall Street and the Dreamers." 
Dissent. (on Blackboard)  

• Ange-Marie Hancock. 2011. Solidarity Politics for Millennials: A Guide to Ending the 
Oppression Olympics. Palgrave MacMillan.  

WEEK 12:  



November 20th  
Resistance Beyond Borders: Transnational Movements 

This week we explore transnational movements, movements that go beyond a nation state 
boarder.  Seattle became a hot bed of activity when the World Trade Organization WTO held 
meetings there.  The documentary film and  Martinez explore the movement and cause us to 
question the role of race. Environmentalists are working across boarders on many fronts.  This 
week’s film focusses on the privatization of water and the fight for water rights. 

Reading 

• Jackie Smith. 2014. “Ch.18: The Transnational Network for Democratic Globalization,” in The 
Social Movements Reader: Cases and Concepts edited by Goodwin and Jasper, pp.184-195.  

• Srilatha Batliwala. 2002. “Grassroots Movements as Transnational Actors: Implications for 
Global Civil Society.” Voluntas: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit 
Organizations, 13(4): 393-408.  

• Where was the Color in Seattle? Elizabeth (Betita) Martinez 
http://www.cwsworkshop.org/pdfs/WIWP_Analysis/11Color_Seattle.PDF 

Film: This is what Democracy Looks like (Seattle 1999 WTO) 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBUZH2vCD_k 
Film: Thirst: A documentary that sheds light on the new movement against global water 

privatization 
• https://www.cinemapolitica.org/film/thirst 
 
WEEK 13:  
November 27th  
Social Media and Activism 
 
How do groups use social media as a tool? What are the possibilities and limits of social media? 
This week’s film is a trailer for a documentary that was done to expose the role of the 
International Monetary Fund IMF in the hardships faced by everyday Jamaicans.  It shows us 
that media may be used in many ways to support activism.  

Reading 

• Francesca Polletta et al. 2013. “Is the Web Creating New Reasons to Protest?” in The Future 
of Social Movement Research.  

• Zeynep Tufekci. 2017. “Chapter 1: A Networked Public,” Twitter and Tear Gas: The Power 
and Fragility of Networked Protest. Yale University Press.  

Film: life and Debt (Trailer)  if you like this see also POV interview with the filmmaker. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04nW0RBePok 



WEEK 14:   
December 4th  
The Future of Resistance 

How will we organize for a better future?  Who will take the lead? Do you have what it takes to 
be an activist? 

Reading  

• Veronica Terriquez. 2015. "Training Young Activists: Grassroots Organizing and Youths’ Civic 
and Political Trajectories” Sociological Perspectives 2015, Vol. 58(2) 223–242 . 

Essential Course Policy Information  
• Policy for late work: All students should work to complete reading, discussions and papers on time. In 

the event that a student is unable to complete work on time they should contact the instructor as 
soon as possible.  In most cases a new schedule can be worked out, provided that all work is 
completed before the end of the course.   

• Policy for grading.  All assigned papers have a clear rubric available that will be used to grade the 
assignment. Grades will be visible on my courses and should be monitored on a regular basis.   

• Policy for extra credit. Students are encouraged to do their best work on the regular course 
assignemnts, no extra credit opportunities will be given.  

• Policy on UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity.  All UMass Dartmouth students are 
expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly practice. The University 
does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand 
required academic and scholarly procedure, or as an act of intentional dishonesty.  

• University Academic Integrity Policy. 
http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreport
ingform/ 

 
Substantive Participation Should 

Students are expected to complete assigned reading and watch documentaries each week and to 
participate in an on-line classroom discussion. The discussion should go beyond repeating or agreeing 
with peers comments they should: 
• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator. 
• Ask insightful questions.  
• Answer other people’s questions. 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible. 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives. 

Ideas for Substantive Participation Include 
• Share an experience that is related to the discussion. 
• Comment on other participants’ experiences that are related to the course. 
• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course. 
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. 
• Offer a different perspective on an idea that is being discussed. 
• Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week. 
• If you need more information, ask the participants a question about the week's reading. 



• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback. 
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your 

personal and professional life. 
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other 

participants’ questions or as you explore the topics of the course, (as it is a violation of copyright law 
to copy the actual page). 

Methods of Instruction 
Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: 
• Weekly Participation in Journal and/or Discussion Boards  (40%) 
• A comparative and analytical essay that examines two or more social movements (20%) 
• The development of an extended argument based on social science data that incorporates the use 

of demographic / spatial information to exercise your quantitative reasoning and help you develop 
the ability to collect and learn from data, and provide quantitative evidence for assertions about the 
social world and social movements (20%)  

• A personal final essay requiring synthesis and planning that incorporates an element of action (20%) 

Grading Scale:  A+ 98-100 A 94–97 A-90-93 B+ 87 - 89 B 84–86 B-80–83 C+ 77-79 C 74–76 C- 70-73 D+ 
67-69 D 60–66 F 00-59 
 
Statement Regarding Title IX Information 
The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of 
ideas, to encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development 
of critical and analytical thinking skills. In many classes, including this one, students and faculty 
examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics. If a topic covered in this class triggers 
post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter with the professor 
or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 508-999-8648 or – 
8650 http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/   or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, 
Gender and Sexuality 508-910-4584, http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/.  
In an emergency contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. UMass 
Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty 
follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual 
harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email. 
These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, 
relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate 
appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member 
requires that the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure that the student’s safety and 
welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure not be shared. For 
confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to 
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/Classroom  
 
Syllabus 
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) 
statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.  
 



Grades 
The determination of grades is the responsibility of the instructor.  
 
Incomplete Grades 
At the student's request, and no more than 48 hours after the final exam or class, an 
incomplete grade may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the discretion of the 
instructor. The student must be passing the course at the time of the request or be sufficiently 
close to passing that the instructor believes that upon completion of the work, the student will 
pass the course. If the work is not completed within one year of recording the I, the grade will 
become an F(I). A sample statement for the course might be: The incomplete policy for this 
course is that at least 60% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional 
circumstance (e.g. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an 
exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. 
We will then decide on a course of action.  
 
Electronic Communication  
Students may contact the instructor via University e-mail. Responses will be provided usually 
with a day during the week, longer on weekends. University policy specifies that students are 
responsible for all official correspondence sent to their standard UMD e-mail address 
(@umassd.edu). Privacy considerations, such as federal law, may apply when using an address 
other than the standard University e-mail address.  
 
Emergency Statement  
Because this is an on-line class the ability to access the internet is crucial.  Power outages and 
network outages do occur from time to time.  Please be patient during these time and let me 
know when you are experiencing problems too.  


