
ART 508– Online Portfolio Development/ Post Baccalaureate Ceramics 
 
Fall 2019 
Online 
Rebecca Hutchinson, Professor, Ceramics  
Ph. 508-910-6683 
Office hours – Fri 3:00-4:00 T/Th 5:30-6:30  
Email: Rhutchinson@UMassd.edu 
 
Course Description 
This ceramics course focuses on developing individual visual maturity and consistent portfolio 
development, encouraging work that comes from personal commitment to excellent articulation.  
In addition to studio work/project development, the course practices skills in critical thinking 
through a variety of discussions and non-studio assignments.  
 
Course Objectives 
To develop a body of work/project accompanied by a well-written artist statement and a 
researched and developed source presentation outline. 
 
Course Structure 
We will meet weekly for 30 minutes online in a Skype critique and class content discussion. 
Additionally, it is expected that you will work in your own studio regularly as well as accomplish 
necessary research and class assignments. Some online lectures and presentations centering on 
issues on individuality and the mature artist voice will be assigned.   
 
Attendance 
Class attendance and promptness is required.  If you need to cancel your weekly Skype class time 
a video of assignments and discussion would be required by email.  
 
Critiques 
30 minute critiques are required at midterm and final.  Progress critiques, along with discussions, 
occur throughout the semester.  Failure to present finished work for the unit or to attend weekly 
critiques constitutes lowering the unit grade by one letter grade. 
 
Source Presentation 
As a part of gathering source information you are required to research, visit collections, gather 
books, etc., to build a strategic outline in content and a bank of images to support. Due at the end 
of the semester. 
 
Grades  
You will receive four Unit grades (25% each) that represent the four quarters of the semester, 
which includes participation and studio development from that quarter (growth and quantity of 
work).  
 
Incomplete Grades 
The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already  
completed and an exceptional circumstance (e.g. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you 
require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for 
the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action.  
 



Online Students 
Online students carry on the assignments from home and are responsible for the four units of 
work and a weekly 30 minute skype meeting. 
 
Required Materials 
A notebook is required for personal development and seminar topics. You are expected to make 
all needed materials and fire all your own work. 
 
Exhibition Requirements  
As a part of the health of the critique portion of our course, you may be asked to install a piece or 
small arrangement of your work periodically out of your studio somewhere in your community in 
preparation for critiques.   
 
Professional Applications and Letters of Recommendations 
Professional applications for graduate school and residencies, if to be accompanied by a letter of 
reference from me, must be turned in to me before the fall semester’s last day. No letter of 
recommendation will be given for application portfolios not seen before fall exam week. Advance 
notice is appreciated. 
 
Accommodation policy 
Students seeking academic accommodations or adjustments must contact the Office of Access 
and Success to request services.  In order to determine eligibility for an academic 
adjustment/auxiliary aid, the student must register at Center for Access and Success and provide 
documentation.  
 
Policy on Academic Honesty  
The University’s policy on academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, appears in both the 
undergraduate catalogue and the student handbook.  The following link to the policy will provide 
more detailed information: 
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm   
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