
 
 

ENL200: Studies in Literature 
Fall 2019 

Course Information 
Course Name: Studies in Literature: Fairy Tales 
Course ID: ENL200-7102 
Semester: Fall 2019 
Mode: Online  

Instructor Information 
Name: Jenny Howe 
Email: jhowe1@umassd.edu 
Office Hours: via email or by appointment via video chat (Fridays only) 

Weekly Course Structure 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
New Unit 
Begins 

  Visual Analysis 
Blog due by 
11:59pm. 
 
Reading 
Journal 
questions due 
by 11:59pm. 

  Weekly 
Assessment 
due by 
11:59pm. 
 
Responses to 
peer reading 
journals due 
by 11:59pm. 

Course Description 
Though written centuries ago, the stories of the Brothers Grimm, Charles Perrault, and other fairy tale authors continue 
to capture our imagination, spawning countless retellings of the girl with the red hood, the girl with the glass slipper, the 
girl who eats the poisoned apple (among others). But what is a fairy tale? Do they really end happily? For whom? What 
forms of identity persist in fairy tales and their various versions and retellings? What forms are excluded? What can this 
tell us about the authors’ values?  In this course, we’ll examine a handful of classic European fairy tales and their varied 
adaptations in order to explore what a fairy tale is and why we continue to tell them. 
 
Prerequisite: 
There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 
Course Credits: 
Three 
 



Required Text: 
Maria Tatar (Editor), The Classic Fairy Tales (2nd edition) (W.W.Norton and Co., 2016) 
 
Required Materials: 
All other course readings can be accessed through our myCourses site. 

Course Objectives 
After completing this course, students will be able to: 

• Articulate how literature (fiction, poetry, drama and literary nonfiction) both reflects and helps shape culture, 
society and history. 

• Explain how a text’s literary form, style and content express its meanings using appropriate disciplinary 
terminology. 

• Evaluate the rhetorical and contextual elements of ideas presented by literary texts and respond to them 
critically and analytically. 

• Explain the ways in which literature expresses the values that humans attach to their experiences. 

Communication Plan 
 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
I check my email regularly Sunday through Friday and will do my best to respond to emails within 24 hours. Emails sent 
on Saturday will receive a response from me on Sunday. You may occasionally receive a reply on a Saturday, but that 
would be an exception, not a rule. 
 
I encourage everyone to email me, but I ask that you consider posting questions that might benefit the class to the 
appropriate discussion board forum. Such questions might include clarification about the requirements of an assignment 
or activity, or concerns about where to find material for the course, or confusion about where to post completed 
activities. Questions specifically about your own work or any issues that are of a personal or confidential nature should 
please be directed to me privately via email.  
 
Just as I check my email regularly, it is my expectation that you will check yours regularly as well. This will help to ensure 
that you are up-to-date on all course correspondence and any changes to assignments. 
 
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. While you 
may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course 
you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on 
assignments and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class 
hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your 
time accordingly! 
 
Online Participation 
Your regular contributions to the reading journals are vital to the success of this course.  I will expect you to actively and 
respectfully participate in all assigned journals. 
 
Expectations for Participation in Reading Journals 

• Each student must participate *every week* in the reading journals for this course. This includes both posting 
your questions about the readings by the weekly deadline (Thursday by 11:59pm) and replying to at least two of 
your peers’ questions by 11:59pm on Sunday.  

• I would like to see all posts get responses each week, so if you notice that a post has multiple replies, please 
choose a new post to reply to. 

• I would like to see our discussions develop, so don’t forget to continue the conversation. If someone replies to 
your post and it generates new thoughts, please feel free to share them. 

• I expect substantive participation in your responses. This means supporting your responses to posts with 
examples from the readings or course materials, or even your own experiences, that help illustrate your claims 



and add new points of view to the conversation. Do not simply say YES or NO, or repeat questions already 
introduced. 

• I encourage you to *respectfully* challenge or disagree by asking questions or explaining your own 
interpretation of the issue. 

• I ask that you keep your responses relevant to the course. I encourage and enjoy “out of the box” thinking, it 
should add value to the content and objectives of the course. 

Methods of Instruction 
 
Final Grade Breakdown (based on a 500 point system): 

Reading Journals 18%  (90pts) 
Responses to Reading Journals 18%  (90pts) 
Visual Analysis Blog 24%  (120pts) 
Weekly Assessments 40% (200pts) 

 
Explanation of Final Grade Components: 
Participation 
Participation in the reading journals serves as both attendance and participation for this course. For this reason, 
students must meaningfully participate in *all* reading journals assigned for the semester.  
 
Students will be asked to generate two forms of content for the reading journals each week.  

• By Thursday at 11:59pm, students should post at least two questions generated from the week’s reading, as well 
as a brief explanation of what caused them to ask these questions. 

• By Sunday at 11:59pm, students should reply questions posed by at least two peers. See “Expectations for 
Participation in Reading Journals” above for more information regarding requirements for posts. 

 
Please note: There is no reading journal or comments on reading journals due in Week 7. 
 
 
Visual Analysis Blog 
Each week, I will post a link to an image or video related to the group of fairy tales we are reading that week. Students 
will be required to view the image/video and discuss what it can show us about the week’s readings. At least two of the 
readings should be addressed in the analysis and quotes should be provided to support claims. The visual analysis 
assignment should be clearly written, well-organized, and between 2-4 paragraphs in length. They should be posted to 
the weekly blog. 
 
Please note: There is no visual analysis blog due in Week 7. 
 
 
Weekly Assessments 
Students will be asked to complete a written assessment at the end of each week that engages analytically with the 
week’s readings. Though each assessment might differ in task, they are all meant to help students practice the skills of 
literary and cultural analysis, important elements of studying literature. 
 
List of Weekly Assessments: 

Week Topic Assessment Point Values 
Week 1 (10/28–11/03) Introduction to fairy tales Short Essay Test (due 11/03) 20 
Week 2 (11/04–11/10) Little Red Riding Hood Short Paper (due 11/10) 25 
Week 3 (11/11–11/17) Cinderella Compare/Contrast Paper (due 11/17) 30 
Week 4 (11/18–11/24) Trapped Princesses Short Essay Test (due 11/24) 25 
Week 5 (11/25–12/01) Sleeping Princesses Close-Reading Paper (due 12/01) 25 
Week 6 (12/02–12/08) Tricksters Short Essay Test (due 12/08) 25 
Week 7 (12/09–12/16) Feminist Retellings Final Exam (due 12/16) 50 



 
Late Assignments: 
 
Weekly Assessments 
For every 24 hours a weekly assessment is late, the student will lose 2 points off the assignment’s total. This includes 
weekends. For example, if a weekly assessment is due by 11:59pm on Sunday, and a student submits it at 11:00pm on 
Thursday, the weekly assessment is 4 days late and will lose 8 points. 
 
Any weekly assessments that are more than a week late will receive an automatic zero.  
 
I am willing to grant extensions on weekly assessments in the case of extenuating circumstances. However, to receive an 
extension you must email me *at least 24 hours* before the weekly assessment is due.  
 
Other Writing 
Visual Analysis blog posts can be submitted up to a week late. One point is lost for each day it is late. After a week, it will 
receive an automatic zero. 
 
Reading Journal submissions and responses to peer’s journals cannot be submitted late, as this removes the 
opportunity for interaction with your peers. 15 points will be lost for each missing reading journal. 15 points will be lost 
for each missing set of comments on peers’ journals. 

Incomplete Policy 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the instructor's 
discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not 
completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F. The incomplete policy 
for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance must exist. 
If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the 
incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 

Course Conduct 
UMass Dartmouth policies regarding equal opportunity, discrimination, harassment, and sexual violence apply to all 
learning environments wherever they are located and from wherever they are taught. This applies to all UE face-to-face, 
off campus, blended, and online courses. Please see the Office of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion policies page for more 
information. 

Student Academic Integrity Policy 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly practice. The 
University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand required 
academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional dishonesty. 
 
A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may include dismissal 
from the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of academic dishonesty may be found in Section III of this 
document. You may also refer to the Student Handbook for information about the judicial process. 
 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the intellectual 
accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are 
undermined by academic dishonesty. 
 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and integrity are necessary 
preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all academic work be wholly the product of an identified 
individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance of others is explicitly acknowledged and 
deemed appropriate by the instructor of the course. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the University 
community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 

http://www.umassd.edu/eeo/boardoftrusteesuniversitydocuments/


 
Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this policy depend on the 
mutual cooperation of faculty and students. 
 
Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by this Academic Integrity Policy. 
Faculty members promote academic integrity by making clear on their syllabi their expectations concerning homework 
assignments, collaborative student efforts, research papers, examinations, computer-based infractions, and the like. 
Efforts should be made to detect and to prevent cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members 
have evidence of academic dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence promptly. 
 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in any other work 
designated by the instructor of the course. Students are also expected to report incidents of academic dishonesty to the 
instructor or dean of the instructional unit. 
 
The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth. 
 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass Dartmouth Student Academic 
Integrity Policy. 
 

SafeAssign: 
As a condition of continued enrollment in this course, you agree to submit all assignments to the SafeAssign services for 
textual comparison or originality review for the detection of possible plagiarism. All submitted assignments will be 
included in the UMass Dartmouth dedicated databases of SafeAssign assignments. These databases of assignments will 
be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism during the grading process and during this term and in 
the future. Students who do not submit their papers electronically to the selected service will be required to submit 
copies of the cover page and first cited page of each source listed in the bibliography with the final paper in order to 
receive a grade on the assignment. 
 

Regarding Course Content 
The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to encourage diverse 
perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and analytical thinking skills. In many 
courses, including this one, students and faculty examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics.  
 
If a topic covered in this course triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please contact me via email or 
phone or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 
508-999-8648 or - 8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, 
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584. In an emergency contact the Department of Public Safety at 
508-999-9191 24 hrs./day.  
 
UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty follow UMass 
Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with 
the faculty member in person and/or via email. These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, 
relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate 
appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member requires that the faculty 
member inform the University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to 
help ensure that the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure not 
be shared.  
 
For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ 
 

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 

https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/


paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center. 

Credit Hour Definition 
One credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student 
achievement that is an institutionally established equivalency that reasonably approximates not less than: 
 

1. One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work 
each week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one semester or the equivalent amount of 
work over a different amount of time. 

2. At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic activities 
as established by the institution, including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other 
academic work leading to the award of credit hours. 

 
Because this is a 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours per week of out-of-class work are required. 

Other Resources for UMass Dartmouth Students 
 
Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) 
While you are always welcome to contact me if you have questions about grammar, style, or citation formatting, 
Purdue’s OWL page (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/) is another great resource.  
 
Academic Support 
Our online course is one space to learn, but you have access to many other spaces. I encourage you to check them all 
out; the more varied your academic interactions, the more you can sharpen your skills and broaden your ideas. A partial 
list of official support services: 

• Academic Advising Services: http://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/  
• Academic Resource Center (ARC: ) : http://www.umassd.edu/arc/ 
• Writing and Reading Center (WRC): http://www.umassd.edu/wrc/ 
• Multiliteracy and Communication Center (MCC): https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/ 

 
Technical Help 

• 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses support portal. 
• Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found on the Technical Resources page. 

Course Schedule 
 

Unit Start/End Dates Unit Topic Reading Due Writing Due 
Week 1  
(10/28–11/03) 

Introduction to fairy Tales Tatar, “Introduction,” The 
Classic Fairy Tales, pp. xi–
xxvi 
 
Gaiman, “Instructions,” The 
Classic Fairy Tales, pp. 3–4 
 
Warner, “Where do Fairy 
Tales Come From” (myC) 

Visual Analysis Blog (due by 
10/31 at 11:59pm) 
 
Reading Journal (due by 
10/31 at 11:59pm) 
 
Weekly Assessment (due 
by 11/03 at 11:59pm) 
 
Responses to Reading 
Journals (due by 11/03 at 
11:59pm) 

Week 2  
(11/04–11/10) 

Little Red Riding Hood Perrault, “Little Red Riding 
Hood,” The Classic Fairy 
Tales, pp. 16–18 

Visual Analysis Blog (due by 
11/07 at 11:59pm) 
 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
http://www.umassd.edu/arc/
http://www.umassd.edu/wrc/
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/


Unit Start/End Dates Unit Topic Reading Due Writing Due 
 
Grimm, “Little Red Cap,” 
The Classic Fairy Tales, pp. 
18–21 
 
Calvino, “The False 
Grandmother,” The Classic 
Fairy Tales, pp. 21–22 
 
Dahl, “Little Red Riding 
Hood and the Wolf” and 
“The Three Little Pigs,” The 
Classic Fairy Tales, pp. 23–
26 
 
Mi, “Goldflower and the 
Bear” (myCourses) 
 

Reading Journal (due by 
11/07 at 11:59pm) 
 
Weekly Assessment (due 
by 11/10 at 11:59pm) 
 
Responses to Reading 
Journals (due by 11/10 at 
11:59pm) 

Week 3  
(11/11–11/17) 

Cinderella Grimm, “Cinderella,” The 
Classic Fairy Tales, pp. 148–
153 
 
Lin Lan, “Cinderella, or 
Three Wishes,” The Classic 
Fairy Tales, pp. 171–175 
 
Perrault, “Cinderella, or 
The Little Glass Slipper” 
(myCourses) 
 
San Souci and Pinkney, The 
Talking Eggs (Read aloud 
on Youtube) (myCourses) 
 
Steptoe, Mufaro’s Beautiful 
Daughters (Read aloud on 
Youtube) (myCourses) 
 

Visual Analysis Blog (due by 
11/14 at 11:59pm) 
 
Reading Journal (due by 
11/14 at 11:59pm) 
 
Weekly Assessment (due 
by 11/17 at 11:59pm) 
 
Responses to Reading 
Journals (due by 11/17 at 
11:59pm) 

Week 4  
(11/18–11/24) 

Trapped Princesses Leprince de Beaumont, 
“Beauty and the Beast, The 
Classic Fairy Tales, pp.39–
50 
 
Perrault, “Bluebeard,” The 
Classic Fairy Tales, pp. 188–
193 
 
Grimm, “Rapunzel” 
(myCourses) 
 

Visual Analysis Blog (due by 
11/21 at 11:59pm) 
 
Reading Journal (due by 
11/21 at 11:59pm) 
 
Weekly Assessment (due 
by 11/24 at 11:59pm) 
 
Responses to Reading 
Journals (due by 11/24 at 
11:59pm) 



Unit Start/End Dates Unit Topic Reading Due Writing Due 
Week 5  
(11/25–12/01) 

Sleeping Princesses Perrault, “Sleeping Beauty 
in the Wood,” The Classic 
Fairy Tales, pp. 123–130 
 
Grimm, “Briar Rose,” The 
Classic Fairy Tales, pp. 130–
133 
 
Grimm, “Snow White,” The 
Classic Fairy Tales, pp. 95–
102 
 
 

Visual Analysis Blog (due by 
11/28 at 11:59pm) 
 
Reading Journal (due by 
11/28 at 11:59pm) 
 
Weekly Assessment (due 
by 12/01 at 11:59pm) 
 
Responses to Reading 
Journals (due by 12/01 at 
11:59pm) 

Week 6  
(12/02–12/08) 

Tricksters Grimm, “Hansel and 
Gretel,” The Classic Fairy 
Tales, pp. 236–241 
 
Jacobs, “Jack and the 
Beanstalk,” The Classic 
Fairy Tales, pp. 272–277 
 
Grimm, “Rumpelstiltskin” 
(myCourses) 

Visual Analysis Blog (due by 
12/05 at 11:59pm) 
 
Reading Journal (due by 
12/05 at 11:59pm) 
 
Weekly Assessment (due 
by 12/08 at 11:59pm) 
 
Responses to Reading 
Journals (due by 12/08 at 
11:59pm) 

Week 7  
(12/09–12/16) 

Feminist Retellings/Final 
Exam 

Sexton, “Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs,” The 
Classic Fairy Tales, pp. 102–
106 
 
Donoghue, “The Tale of the 
Needle” (myCourses) 
 
Donoghue, “The Tale of the 
Shoe” (myCourses) 
 
Sexton, “Cinderella” 
(myCourses) 
 

Final Exam (due by 12/16 
at 11:59pm) 
 
 

 


	Course Information
	Instructor Information
	Weekly Course Structure
	Course Description
	Prerequisite:
	Course Credits:
	Required Text:
	Required Materials:

	Course Objectives
	Communication Plan
	Expectations for Electronic Communication
	Time Considerations
	Online Participation
	Expectations for Participation in Reading Journals

	Methods of Instruction
	Final Grade Breakdown (based on a 500 point system):
	Explanation of Final Grade Components:
	Participation
	Visual Analysis Blog
	Weekly Assessments
	Late Assignments:
	Weekly Assessments
	Other Writing

	Incomplete Policy
	Course Conduct
	Student Academic Integrity Policy
	SafeAssign:
	Regarding Course Content
	Center for Access and Success
	Credit Hour Definition
	Other Resources for UMass Dartmouth Students
	Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL)
	Academic Support
	Technical Help

	Course Schedule

