
 

Course Information 
Course Name: Italian Renaissance Art 
Course ID: ARH 325 
Semester: Summer I 2020 
Mode: Online 

Instructor Information 
Name: Karen Maria Abbondanza 
Email: KAbbondanza@umassd.edu 
Phone: 401-835-4903 
Office Hours: Online, by appointment only. 

Course Description 
A study of painting and sculpture from the 15th and 16th centuries in Italy. You may choose to work at your 
own pace, but I encourage you to complete each week in a timely manner as you will be overwhelmed if you 
fall behind.  
 
The Renaissance in Italy begins nearly one hundred years before anywhere else in Western Europe. Even 
within their own lifetimes, Giotto, Brunelleschi, Michelangelo and Leonardo understood that they were the 
makers of something completely new in the visual arts, that would both embody and inform their patrons, 
their physical environments, and the culture in general. Artists were employed by patrons to exert physical 
and spiritual authority, and the various types of artistic production-- frescoes, altarpieces, monumental 
sculptures-- as well as their respective spaces--civic buildings, churches, monasteries or private palaces-- is 
evidence of this. Not since Classical Greece had there been such a period of creative activity of the arts, and the 
number of brilliant innovators in the just the visual artistic arena is staggering. 
 
Course Credits: 
3 
 
Required Text: 
Kleiner - MindTap for Kleiner's Gardner's Art Through the Ages: A Global History, 1 term Printed Access 
Card 
ISBN: 9781337696869 
 
Required Materials: 
You must purchase the Cengage MindTap access along with the textbook. 

Course Objectives 

• Develop the skills of visual analysis and interpretation 
• Place works of art in their social and cultural contexts 
• Develop the skills to discuss observations in academic writing 

Communication Plan 
 



Expectations for Electronic Communication 
Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of 
a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the 
appropriate discussion board forum. 
 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a reply 
from me via email within 24 hours during the workweek. You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, 
but that would be an exception not the rule. 
 
I will also check the discussion forums daily during the workweek. I will post often during the first weeks of 
the course and then drop off in Activity while expecting participants to fill any void. Rest assured however, I 
*will* be participating in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to any discussion 
comment directed specifically at me. 
 
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. 
While you may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a 
traditional “live” course you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours 
(at least) outside of class on assignments and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that 
you will be spending those 3 “class hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get 
in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 
 
Substantive participation in online discussions should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to 
peer’s comments 

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 
• Ask insightful questions 
• Answer other people’s questions 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

• Share an experience related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that relate to 
the course. 

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective 

on an idea that is being discussed 
• Give insights gained from assigned readings for the week. If you need more information, ask the 

participants a question about the week's reading 
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your 

personal and professional life. 
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 

questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the 
actual page) 

Methods of Instruction 
 
Final Grade Breakdown: 
 

• 30% - Class Participation/Communication (Reflections) 

• 40% - Chapter Quizzes 



• 30% - Individual Research Paper 
 
Late Assignments: 
It is in your best interest to turn in your assignments at the end of each module. Falling behind will not help 
you to retain what you will be learning, which is a lot in a short period of time. The text and its exercises will 
become your new best friends, as the chapters selected are careful choices to help you learn best in an online 
format. Individual communication is encouraged, and I wil be checking mail every day, except on weekends. 

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to 
obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide 
the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained 
when you bring proper documentation to the Center. 

University Academic Policies 
These policies are also available in the student handbook on the University website - umassd.edu 

• Information on Incompletes 

• Student Behavior 

• Student Academic Integrity  

• Definition of Credit Hour 

• Course Withdrawal 

• Grade Appeal 

• Attendance Policy 

• Academic Calendar 

• Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment 

Academic and Technical Support 
 
Tutoring 

• If you have difficulty with the coursework, please reach out to me or contact the Academic Resource 
Center. 

• The Multiliteracy & Communication Center offers online writing tutoring. 
 
Technical Help 

• 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses support portal. 
• Do you need help with other UMass Dartmouth technologies? Please contact CITS. 

Course Outline 
 
Module I 
 
General Introduction:  What is the Renaissance? 
The Origins of the Renaissance 
 
Chapter 14: Late Medieval Italy 

1. Explain how the plague affected artistic production in 14th-century Italy. 
2. Describe the role humanism played in 14th-century Italian art. 
3. Discuss the rise of professional artists' guilds and the new emphasis on individual artists. 
4. List the material, formal, and technical characteristics of 14th-century Italian architecture. 
5. Explain the crucial role of Giotto and of Duccio in the development of Italian painting. 
6. Explain how massing (illusion of weight and solidity) was crucial to the search for a new kind of 

space in the painting of "Proto-Renaissance" artists. 
7. Explain the reintroduction of optical effect in the art of the 14th century. 
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8. List the major centers of innovation in 14th-century Italian art. 
 
Module II 
 
Chapter 21: The Renaissance in Quattrocento Italy 

1. Describe the impact of Renaissance humanism on art in Florence. 
2. List the major formal developments in Quattrocento sculpture. 
3. Outline the major formal developments in Quattrocento painting. 
4. Discuss the formal and material characteristics of 15th-century Italian architecture. 
5. Describe the first public demonstration of perspective. 
6. Explain the relationship of humanism, science, and artistic production. 
7. Explain the role of princely courts on innovations in and support of art. 
8. Catalogue the materials and techniques of Renaissance painting, sculpture, and printmaking. 

 
Module III 
  
Chapter 22: Renaissance and Mannerism in Cinquecento Italy 

1. Describe the role of Florence, Rome, and Venice in the Italian High Renaissance. 
2. Discuss the style and artistic goals of Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, and Michelangelo. 
3. Outline the trends in architecture of this period and identify principal monuments. 
4. Identify the characteristics that distinguish Mannerist art from High Renaissance art. 
5. Discuss the status of artists in Renaissance society. 
6. Describe the role of women as artists and as painters in this period. 
7. Explain how the experiments of 15th-century artists were employed by 16th-century artists. 
8. Compare the artistic philosophies that distinguished Venetian Renaissance art from contemporary 

Florentine and Roman work. 
 
Module IV 
 
Chapter 24:  High Renaissance and Baroque in Italy  
 

1. Explain the Baroque elements contributing to the final design and appearance of Saint Peter's in 
Rome. 

2. Describe how Bernini and Borromini manipulated classical architectural elements to engender a 
sense of energy and drama. 

3. Describe the critical part played by Caravaggio and Gentileschi in defining a new kind of 
representation in painting. 

4. Define tenebrism and describe its impact on art both inside and outside of Italy. 
5. the classical tradition in examples of 17th-century art and architecture. 
6. Describe the advances and innovations in ceiling painting in Baroque buildings. 

 
Module V 
 
Review and Last Questions 
 
Research Paper 
 
 


