
HST 343 – Ancient Greek Civilization (Summer Online) 
This is a placeholder syllabus, the final official syllabus, which will not deviate 

much from this one, will appear on MyCourses. 
 

Instructor: Dr. Crystal Lynn Lubinsky       
Email: clubinsky@umassd.edu 
 
Required Reading, only online source found on our MyCourses page: 
MyCourses - Primary and secondary source materials online, with excerpts from textbooks that 
adhere to copyright allowances (5% of total book), arranged weekly under chapter section 
folders. The videos will come from YouTube, and will either have closed captions capabilities or 
a detailed description. 
This prevents us from having to wait for textbook deliveries since this is an abbreviated, dare I 
say accelerated, course on the entirety of ancient Greek Civilization. 
 
Late Assignment Policy (no deviation): 
Each primary source analysis paper and online quiz/discussion board is due by midnight 
(see calendar) electronically via MyCourses on the due dates.   
After midnight, the assignment is late. Submit missed assignments asap, you have two days. Do 
not email me to get permission for this, this is an automatic late submission process. 
No extensions given after the fact (exceptions: hospital, doctor, bereavement). However, if 
seeking one beforehand, have a valid reason for an extension. 
Penalty: 1-2 points a day. MyCourses will not accept assignments after 2 days. The submission 
portals disappear.  
 
Due Dates (TBA – I have not made our official calendar yet): 
TBA 
 
Assignments Values: 
I have decided against a large, thesis based, research paper as some of you are taking classes for 
online degrees and I do not know what type of libraries you have at your disposal or your 
previous training in thesis writing – therefore, I opted for short assignments, some with due dates 
and some due by the end. 
*You may complete all assignments early – keep up with the due dates!*  

 

1. Discussion Boards (combined 50 points of final grade).  
a. (10 pts.) Introduction and Welcome to the Class discussion board, 100 word 

minimum.  
i. Start a thread, introduce yourself, talk about whatever, this is your social 

component of the class. Use this discussion board to ask questions later on as 
well. Due by _________ by midnight. No comments necessary for the 
grade, but I encourage banter.  

b. (20 pts.) “Greek” Recipes discussion board, 300 word minimum.  
i. Find an obscure, and ancient, Minoan, Mycenaean, Dorian, Spartan, Ionian, 

Athenian, or etc. recipe. Describe the ingredients, where this recipe originated, 
which class of society would enjoy this dish, etc. Then post the recipe. If you 
make it, then take photos. Due by the last day of class – ________ by 
midnight. No comments necessary for the grade, but I encourage banter. 

c. (20 pts.) Reaction to Greek Theater, 300 word minimum. 
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i. This will require watching videos and reading plays, or at least excerpts of 
comedies. The spin here is that Greek comedians made biting political 
criticisms – Lysistrata and the Peloponnesian Wars. Due by ________ by 
midnight. No comments necessary for the grade, but I encourage banter. 

2. Small report, 600 word minimum – “Strange fact not found in textbook.” Tests your ability 
to pick credible sources from online research, and your ability to structure your ideas within a 
formal, historical essay. (20 points of grade) 

a. Focus on what interested you the most from the readings. Choose a person, event, or 
issue as your subject. Do some online research. Find a strange, obscure fact about 
your subject. The weirder the better, but it must at least be mythical or historical (not 
completely made up). You must look at credible web pages online. Look at your 
subject from many different angles – this is an exploration of possibilities and 
obscurity where creative and critical thinking can lead to new understandings. Due by 
the last day of class _______ by midnight. No comments necessary for the grade, 
but I encourage banter. 

3. (5 pts. each) Six reading quizzes, taken from the readings, pdf handouts, and videos. 
(combined 30 points of grade) 

a. Due dates: ______ by midnight.  
b. Not every week will have a reading quiz. So make sure to look at the grade book 

because it lists the due dates. The quizzes will be located in the chapter’s 
corresponding section folders on MyCourses. 

 
Grades:  
• My pet peeve: Average work is 75 (C). Unfinished work is not average work. If you do not 

meet minimal requirements, then your grade starts at C- and you lose points from there. We 
cannot live in a world in which average means ‘unfinished.’ Average means all basics are 
there, but no more – a standard paper is a C+. ‘B’ goes beyond and is good. ‘A’ is excellent. 
Short papers make Ds and Fs.  

 A – (93 – 100)    C+  – (77 – 79.9) 
 A-  – (90 – 92.9)   C – (73 – 76.9) 
 B+  – (87 – 89.9)   C-  – (70 – 72.9) 
 B – (83 – 86.9)   D – (60 – 69.9) 
 B-  – (80 – 82.9)   F –  Below 60 
 
University (Provost) Policies 
• Academic Integrity: Do not plagiarize. In the past, I have searched for hours for suspicious papers online and 

have found them. You receive a non-negotiable zero. The Academic Integrity Policy specifies our institutional 
expectations for honesty/integrity in the learning environment. The policy explains violations of academic 
integrity and the penalties associated with those violations. 
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm 

• Students with disabilities: If you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please meet with me at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success.  

• Incompletes: You must ask in advance for an ‘I’ – Things happen, but you need signatures on a form so do not 
wait until after the end of the semester. Student must be passing the course at the time of the request or 
sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete 
grade, the registrar will change the grade to an F (I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of 
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the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (e.g., a medical issue) must exist. If you 
believe that you need an incomplete, please e-mail me stating your reasons for requesting an incomplete and 
give times when you will be available to discuss. 

• Course work expectation: Credit Hour Definition One credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended 
learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an institutionally established 
equivalency that reasonably approximates not less than: (1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction 
and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes 
exam week) for one semester or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. (2) At least an 
equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic activities as 
established by the institution, including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other academic 
work leading to the award of credit hours. Because this is a 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 
6 hours per week of out-of-class work are required. 


