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ITA 101-7101: Elementary Italian I 
Fully Online 

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 
Summer 2020, First 5-Week Session (June 9 – July 7) 

This is an early version of the syllabus and is subject to change before the start of the term. 
 
Instructor:   Prof. Rose E. Facchini 
Email:   rose.facchini@umassd.edu 
Office:   Liberal Arts 351 
Office Hours:  Please email me to make an appointment. We will then hold a virtual 

conversation (text and/or audio) using the “chat” feature on the textbook 
website. 

 
Course Description 

 
The language program objectives of our department are based on the premise that students must 
be able to demonstrate increased proficiency in interpersonal, interpretive and presentational 
communication skills as well as growth in cultural, literary and interdisciplinary knowledge as 
they move through a sequence of study. 
 
This course will be adhering to the objectives for First Year, First Semester (101): 
 

Interpersonal Objectives: Interacting with others in order to, e.g., 

● ask and answer questions 
● express likes and dislikes 
● exchange opinions 
● talk about people, places, experiences, and events 
● make simple requests 

Interpretive Objectives: Understanding the target language in, e.g.,  

● social interactions that students themselves can engage in 
● short authentic texts on familiar topics 
● oral presentations 

Presentational Objectives: Using academic language in the target language in: 

● giving rehearsed oral presentations with limited reliance on notes 
● writing essays/written products approaching 1 page in length 

Presentational Objectives: Using academic language in English to: 

● report the results of interdisciplinary inquiry related to products or practices of 
the target culture using target language sources and websites 

● compare target culture to students' own culture orally and in writing 
 
 
  



FACCHINI: ITA 101-7101 (Summer 2020)   p. 2 
 

Required and Recommended Texts 
 
Required 
Cozzarelli, Julia. SENTIERI, 3rd edition, Vista Higher Learning, 2020. 

ISBN 978-1-54330-600-2 
Please see the instructions provided on myCourses on how to purchase the correct access 
code and find our course. 
A working microphone will be required to submit certain activities. 

 
Dictionary (Italian-English / English-Italian) 

I recommend WordReference, as it is free and there is an app for your smartphone. 
 
Recommended 
Adorni, Sergio and Karen Primrose. English Grammar for Students of Italian, 3rd edition, 

Jacqueline Morton. ISBN 978-0-934034-40-1 
 

Course Work Expectation 
 
Because this is a 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours per week of out-of-
class work are required. In a traditional face-to-face course, you would be coming to class for 3 
hours per week then spending an additional 3-6 hours outside of class on assignments and reading. 
In an online course environment, you will instead be spending those 3 “class hours” on your own, 
working on the concepts that you would normally get in a live lecture. Therefore, you should be 
prepared to spend a minimum of 9 hours a week on course assignments, so please be sure to budget 
your time accordingly. 
 
Do not cram linguistic knowledge. Incremental learning will help you to avoid any pain to your 
neurons, store information in your long-term memory, and avoid general stress in this class and 
any other classes you take. Thus, I would highly recommend that you memorize vocabulary 
slowly, lesson by lesson, and supplement this practice with consistent listening, speaking, and 
writing your own sentences to help you contextualize the language. Your digital textbook has a 
“Vocabulary Tools” section under the “Content” header. I would also highly recommend the app 
Flashcards Deluxe; I have created vocabulary excel sheets (available on myCourses) if you want 
to download them to this program. 
 

Assignments and Grading 
 
All assignments and evaluations will take place through the online textbook Sentieri on the VHL 
website. There is a gradebook that records all of your activities, scrittura (compositions), 
presentations, quizzes, and final exam, so you have access to your progress at any time. Please 
ensure that you have or have access to a working microphone, as most of the activities will require 
you to record your voice or speak with me. A laptop or smartphone will have a microphone built 
in; there are likely technical services at your public library; if you have access to our university, 
you may use any of the computers available across most of the buildings on campus. 
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Activities (50% total) [Interpersonal, Interpretive] 
There will be a number of activities to be completed through the online textbook. As this class is 
29 days in total length (6/9 – 7/7), we will progress at a pace of about nine (9) days per unit. Any 
assigned activities will be due at the end of the unit’s allotted timeframe at 11:59 PM. You may 
resubmit work as many times as allowed (e.g., there is no limit for short answer, but true/false will 
only allow one attempt for obvious reasons). 3 of the lowest grades per subunit (e.g., Unità 1A, 
Unità 1B) will be dropped. Late work will be accepted at a penalty of 25% for each day that it is 
late. No late work will be accepted after the final day of class (11:59 PM on Tuesday, July 7, 2020). 

 
Scrittura (20% total) [Presentational] 
Compositions take the form of “Scrittura” in your textbook assignments. There will be a “scrittura” 
(i.e., composition) assigned for each unit and, like the activities, will be due at the end of the unit’s 
allotted timeframe at 11:59 PM. You may resubmit your scrittura once, which will allow you to 
correct any mistakes that I have made. Late work will be accepted at a penalty of 25% for each 
day that it is late. No late work will be accepted after the final day of class (11:59 PM on Tuesday, 
July 7, 2020). The “scrittura” assignments and can be found along with your assigned work in the 
online textbook. 
 
Presentations (15%) [Presentational] 
There will be a presentation assigned for each unit and, like the activities, will be due at the end of 
the unit’s allotted timeframe at 11:59 PM. Late work will be accepted at a penalty of 25% for each 
day that it is late. No late work will be accepted after the final day of class (11:59 PM on Tuesday, 
July 7, 2020). Presentation assignments can be found along with your assigned work in the online 
textbook. 
 
Unit Tests (15%) [Evaluative] 
There will be a test assigned for each unit and, like the activities, will be due at the end of the unit’s 
allotted timeframe at 11:59 PM. Late work will be accepted at a penalty of 25% for each day that 
it is late. No late work will be accepted after the final day of class (11:59 PM on Tuesday, July 7, 
2020). Tests can be found along with your assigned work in the online textbook. You will have 
120 minutes to complete the test, and you will only have one attempt. Tests will become available 
at the beginning of the unit’s timeframe. 
 

Rubrics 
 
The following rubrics will have weights attributed to them, each based on a 5-point scale: 
5 Excellent | 4 Very Good | 3 Average | 2 Below Average | 1 Unacceptable | 0 Incomplete 
 
Scrittura (Compositions) 
Content: Writer uses the appropriate functions and vocabulary for the topic. 
Comprehensibility: Reader can understand all of what the writer is trying to communicate. 
Accuracy: Writer uses grammar, spelling, word order, and punctuation correctly. 
Organization: Content is logical and effective. 
Effort: Writer fulfills all of the requirements of the assignment, and has put care and effort. 
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Presentations (Presentations and VoiceThread Comments) 
Fluency: Speaker can express themselves with ease. 
Pronunciation: Speaker conforms to the correct pronunciation rules of the language. 
Vocabulary: Speaker accurately uses a rich variety of relevant vocabulary. 
Structure: Speaker is well-organized and relevant to the topic, and responds fully to the prompt. 
Comprehensibility: Speaker is fully understandable. 
 

Grading Policies 
 
Final letter grades will be determined as follows: 
 
A  94 – 100 
A- 90 – 93 
B+ 87 – 89 

B 83 – 86 
B- 80 – 82 
C+ 77 – 79 

C 73 – 76 
C- 70 – 72 
D+  67 – 69 

D 63 – 66 
D- 60 – 62 
F 0 – 59

Your online textbook provides an automatically calculated grade broken down by category. 
 
Incompletes: According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in 
exceptional circumstances at my discretion. You must be passing at the time of the request or be 
sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the 
incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at 
least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical 
issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to 
email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of 
action. 
 
Academic Dishonesty: All work must be your own.  In our case, the use of Google Translate is 
prohibited, and it will be very evident to me if you use it (e.g., the use of archaic subject pronouns). 
Academic dishonesty of any kind will result in the stiffest possible penalties. If you have any 
questions, see the university’s Academic Integrity Policy. 
 
Special Accommodations: If you require special accommodations in order to complete the course 
requirements, please contact the Center for Access and Success. You must do so IN ADVANCE, 
as it cannot be claimed retroactively. 
 
Accessibility Information: All recorded lectures will have a voice over and closed captioning. 
For accessibility information of the publisher’s content, visit the VHL Accessibility page. 
 
Technical Support: Part of the cost of the course materials goes to support the publisher’s 
excellent and responsive tech support. Please direct any technical issues to the VHL Support 
Center to browse the FAQs or to submit a request (located at the bottom of that same web page). 
You may also contact the UMass Dartmouth’s IT Service. Any course-related questions should 
be sent to me via rose.facchini@umassd.edu. 
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Important Dates 
 
Thursday June 11 Last day to Add, Drop, or Audit 
Wednesday June 17  Last day to file Pass/Fail 
Tuesday June 30  Last day to withdraw from a class 
Tuesday July 7  Last day of First 5-week Summer Session 
 

Schedule 
 
First 5-week Session 2020 
Tuesday, June 9 – Tuesday, July 7 
 
We will be covering units 1 through 3 of the Sentieri 3e textbook. As this class is 29 days in total 
length (6/9 – 7/7), we will progress at a pace of about nine (9) days per unit. Any assigned activities 
will be due at the end of the unit’s allotted timeframe at 11:59 PM. The online textbook dashboard 
will also automatically provide you with due dates and keep you abreast of any upcoming and 
missed assignments. 
 
I suggest that you complete the assignments incrementally and at a steady pace in the following 
order (e.g., Unità 1): 

1. 1A Contesti 
2. 1A Pronuncia e ortografia 
3. 1A Fotoromanzo 
4. 1A Cultura 
5. My video lectures (non-graded) 
6. 1A.1, 1A.2, etc. Strutture 
7. Italia Autentica 
8. 1B Contesti 
9. 1B Pronuncia e ortografia 
10. 1B Fotoromanzo 
11. 1B Cultura 

12. My video lectures (non-graded) 
13. 1B.1, 1B.2, etc. Strutture 
14. Panorama 
15. Lettura 
16. In ascolto 
17. Presentazione 
18. Communication (Rispondere) 
19. Scrittura 
20. Practice Quiz (optional; non-graded) 
21. Unit Test 

 
In this way, you will acquire the tools necessary to complete the lessons as they increase in 
difficulty, and will not feel overwhelmed with all of the material at the end of the lesson. In other 
words, complete some activities each day and do not leave everything until the last moment. 
 
Unità 1 (6/9 – 6/18) - All activities for Unità 1 are due at 11:59 PM on Thursday, June 18. 
Topics 

 use greetings and make introductions 
 use expressions of courtesy 
 talk about classes 
 talk about schedules 

 
 
 

Grammar 
 nouns 
 articles 
 numbers 0-100 
 subject pronouns 
 the verb essere 
 adjective agreement 
 telling time
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Unità 2 (6/19 – 6/27) - All activities for Unità 2 are due at 11:59 PM on Saturday, June 27. 
Topics 

 talk about sports 
 talk about activities and pastimes 
 discuss weather and seasons 
 talk about the months of the year 

 

Grammar 
 regular -are verbs 
 andare, dare, fare, and stare 
 the verb avere 
 regular -ere verbs and piacere 
 numbers 101 and higher

 
Unità 3 (6/28 – 7/7) - All activities for Unità 3 are due at 11:59 PM on Tuesday, July 7. 
Topics 

 talk about families 
 express ownership 
 describe people 
 ask questions 

 

Grammar 
 possessives 
 prepositions 
 regular -ire verbs 
 descriptive adjectives 
 interrogatives and demonstratives

 


