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ECO 332, Economic Statistics, Online 
DRAFT SYLLABUS 

 
NOTE: This syllabus is a guide and every attempt is made to provide an accurate overview of 
the course. However, circumstances and events may make it necessary for the instructor to 

modify the syllabus during the semester and may depend, in part, on the progress, needs, and 
experiences of the students. Changes to the syllabus will be made with advance notice. 

Instructor:  Professor Neal H. Olitsky 
   nolitsky@umassd.edu 
   Office: LARTS 377 
   Phone: 508.910.6670 
    
    
Course Description:  Introduction to data and statistical methods used in economics. Descriptive statistics, 

probability distributions, sampling, estimation, confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, 
correlation, and regression including multiple regression are covered. Applications in 
economics with current economic data are emphasized. 

 
 Prerequisites:  ECO 231 & ECO 232 

Credits:     3Textbo 
 
Required Material:  MindTap: MindTap is a web-based application that we will use extensively in this 

course, using it for practice problems and homework assignmentss.  Students are 
required to buy access to MindTap (instructions below).  When the purchase of 
MindTap, students will also receive access to the electronic version of the textbook.  
Unless a student wishes to have a hard copy of the text, there is no need purchase 
anything else other than the MindTap registration. Registration instructions are 
provided on the last page of this syllabus. 

 
Microsoft Excel: We will be using Microsoft Excel extensively in this course.  Students 
are required to have the most recent version of this program.  UMD students are able to 
download Microsoft office for free  

 
Microsoft Office (Mac/Windows) is free on up to 5 devices from Microsoft. Please visit 
their download page https://portal.office.com to register for an account. You will need 
to use your umassd.edu email address when registering and be sure to save any 
download instructions or license code emails you receive from them. 

 
myCourses: All lecture notes, course announcements, course information, homework 
assignments and grades will be posted on myCourses.  Please check this site regularly. 

C 
Learning Objectives: By the end of the semester, students will have the opportunity to understand and apply 

the meanings of, and computational procedures related to, the elementary statistical 
concepts used for making decisions in business and economics. In particular, students 
will the opportunity to 

• Appreciate and explain the role of statistics in economic decision-making.  
• Describe why there is a need to be wary of statistical claims, explain the 

common pitfalls in sampling, and identify the misrepresentation of conclusions.  
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• Provide and explain the meanings of various statistical measures, including the 
mean, median, mode, standard deviation, variance, and quartiles.   

• Interpret various graphical representations of data and identify and explain 
misleading graphs.  

• Show proficiency in real-word probability problems.   
• Describe and apply the concept of a probability distribution in real-world 

problems, involving the binomial and normal distributions.   
• Explain and apply the Central Limit Theorem.   
• Compute and interpret confidence intervals.   
• Conduct and interpret hypothesis tests.   

 
Course Requirements: Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: The final grade will consist of regular quizzes, 

online homework assignments, two midterms, and one final exam.  
 
 Note: IN THIS CLASS, ALL QUIZZES AND EXAMS ARE CUMULATIVE.  Every quiz and 

exam will include questions from previous units.   
  

• Quizzes: For each chapter, there will be two quizzes assigned, with specified due 
dates.  These quizzes will consist of 15 multiple choice questions, and students will 
have 30 minutes to complete each quiz.  Quizzes account for 20% of a student’s 
final grade, and the two lowest quiz scores will be dropped when computing the 
course grade. THESE QUIZZES WILL BE ADMINISTERED THROUGH MYCOURSES. 

• Online Homework Assignments: For each chapter there will be work due through 
MindTap.  For most assignments, students are allowed to attempt each question 
three times, and the best of the three attempts is taken as the student’s grade.  The 
online homework assignment grade will be taken by dividing the points earned by 
the possible points, and will account for 20% of a student’s final grade. 

• Exams: There will be three cumulative exams this semester (see the schedule for 
the exact dates).  The exams will be given administered through MYCOURSES and 
exams will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions.  

 
Grade Composition The final grade will be broken down into the following percentage 
weights: 

• Quizzes     20% 
• Online HW Assignments   20% 
• Exam #1 Score    15% 
• Exam #2 Score    20% 
• Exam #3 Score    25% 

 

Computing the Final Grade:  
 
The final average will be rounded to the nearest integer, and assigned a grade based on 
the following scale: 

    
Grade Rounded Avg. Grade Rounded Avg. Grade Rounded Avg. Grade Rounded Avg. 
A+ 97 – 100 B 83 – 86  C- 70 – 72  F 0 – 59  
A 93 – 96 B- 80 – 82  D+ 67 – 69    
A- 90 – 92 C+ 77 – 79 D 63 – 66    
B+ 87 – 89 C 73 – 76  D- 60 – 62    
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Course Policies (THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS GIVEN TO THESE POLICIES) 

 

End-of-Semester Grades: If you are in an extracurricular activity that requires a certain grade to remain 
eligible (e.g. sports), it is your responsibility to ensure that you are passing the 
course. Unless there is a gross miscalculation on my part, I will not accept any 
emails after final grades have been posted to alter any student’s grade. At any 
time during the semester, if you would like to check on your progress in the 
course, please see me during office hours or set up an appointment.  In 
addition, as noted below, besides the iClicker bonus and one bonus Aplia 
assignment, I DO NOT OFFER ANY EXTRA CREDIT. Please plan accordingly. 

 
Make-Up Exams: Examinations missed due to illnesses may be retaken as long as the student can 

provide a doctor’s note. If you cannot reach me by phone or e-mail (which is 
unlikely), please call the department office in LARTS 387-B, at (508) 999-8347. 

 
Grading Disagreements: Students may request a review of an exam or homework grade, since 

occasionally, mistakes are made. Requests must be in writing, explaining why 
the answer should have received a higher score. This must be done within two 
weeks of the date that the exams are handed back or one week in the case of 
assignments. However, the entire exam or assignment will be reviewed, which 
could result in a lower total score, because a mistake may have been made in 
the student’s favor on another part of the exam or assignment. 

 
Late work: I do not accept any late assignments.  Missed assignments will be given a grade 

of 0.  
 
E-mail Policy: Here are my expectations for electronic communication: I will respond to e-

mails within one day of receiving them. If, for some reason, I will not have 
access to e-mail, there will be an announcement on the web page. This means 
that if you have a question about an examination or homework, do not expect 
it to be answered if you send it the day before. Please feel free to send me 
questions about the material to be covered in lecture, since I can include it in 
the following lecture. 

 
Incomplete Policy: According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in 

exceptional circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be 
passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work 
is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the 
grade will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 
70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance 
(i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an 
exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the 
incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 

 
Academic Integrity  All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of 

academic integrity and scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate 
academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to 
understand required academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of 
intentional dishonesty. 
 
A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe 
disciplinary action which may include dismissal from the University. The 
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procedure for responding to incidents of academic dishonesty may be found in 
Section III of this document.  You may also refer to the Student Handbook for 
information about the judicial process. 

 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and 
learning and respect for the intellectual accomplishments of others. These are 
values that are fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are 
undermined by academic dishonesty. 
 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. 
Honesty and integrity are necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic 
integrity requires that all academic work be wholly the product of an identified 
individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance of 
others is explicitly acknowledged and deemed appropriate by the instructor of 
the course. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the University 
community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 

 
Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful 
administration of this policy depend on the mutual cooperation of faculty and 
students. 

 
Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures 
defined by this Academic Integrity Policy. Faculty members promote academic 
integrity by making clear on their syllabi their expectations concerning 
homework assignments, collaborative student efforts, research papers, 
examinations, computer-based infractions, and the like. Efforts should be made 
to detect and to prevent cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If 
faculty members have evidence of academic dishonesty, they are expected to 
report such evidence promptly. 

 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work 
submitted for credit and in any other work designated by the instructor of the 
course. Students are also expected to report incidents of academic dishonesty 
to the instructor or dean of the instructional unit.The intent of this policy is to 
make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth. 

 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit 
the UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy at the link below. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/student
conductpolicies/academicintegritypolicy/ 
 

Center for Access & Success In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and 
require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet 
with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the 
appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary 
paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation to the Center, 
which is located in Liberal Arts, Room 016; phone: 508.999.8711. 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 
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Resources:   Tutoring: If you are having difficulty with the class please: 
Make an appointment to come in and meet with me during my office hours. 
Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support: 
Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts – Room7 
Phone: 508.999.8708, Fax: 508.910.6404 
 
Technical Help: If you are in need of technical assistance the IT Service Desk is 
available to students.  
Claire T. Carney Library, lower level  508.999.8884 (x8884) or Email 
Sunday: 12:00pm-2am  
Monday thru Thursday: 7:30am-2am  
Friday: 7:30am-11pm  
Saturday: 9:30am-1pm 
Students living in the Residence Halls may also contact the Residential 
Technology (ResTech) Support Center: 
Visit ResTech in Elmwood Hall, lower level or call the ResTech Help Line at 
508.999.8040 (x8040) 
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Schedule (Subject to Change) 
Week/Date  Topic Assignments (Due Date) 

Unit I: Descriptive Analysis (9/4 – 10/6) 
1. 9/4 – 9/8 
 

Syllabus, Using MindTap 
 

• MindTap: sign up (9/8)  
• MindTap HW: Introduction to using Aplia (9/8) 
• MindTap HW: Math and Graphing Assessment (9/8) 

2. 9/9 – 9/15 Chapter 1: Introduction 
to Data Analysis 
Chapter 2: Graphical 
Representations of Data 

• MindTap Assignment-Chapter 1: Data & Statistics 
(9/12) 

• Quiz 1 – Unit 1 (9/15) 

3. 9/16 – 9/22 Chapter 2: Graphical 
Representations of Data 

• Unit 1 – Quiz 2 (9/17) 
• MindTap Microsoft Excel: Graded Tutorial (9/19) 
• MindTap Assignment-Chapter 2: Tabular and 

Graphical Displays (9/19) 
• MindTap Assignment-Interpreting the Results -

Chapter 2 (9/21) 
• Unit 1 – Quiz 3 (9/22) 

4. 9/23 - 9/29 Chapter 3: Numerical 
Representations of Data 

• Unit 1 – Quiz 4 (9/24) 
• MindTap Microsoft Excel-Graded Tutorial (9/26) 
• MindTap Assignment – Chapter 3 (9/29) 

5. 9/30 – 10/6 Review Chapters 1 – 3 in 
preparation for Exam 1. 

• MindTap HW: Interpreting The Results  - Chapter 3 
(10/1) 

• Unit 1 – Quiz 5 (10/3) 
• Exam 1 (10/6) 

Unit II: Probability Distributions (10/7 – 11/3) 
6. 10/7 – 10/13 Chapter 4: Introduction 

to Probability 
• Unit 2 – Quiz 1 (10/7) 
• MindTap Assignment-Microsoft Excel: Structured 

Activity (10/9) 
• MindTap Assignment – Chapter 4 (10/11) 
• MindTap Assignment – Interpreting The Results: 

Chapter 4 (10/11) 
• Unit 2 – Quiz 2 (10/13) 

7. 10/14 – 10/20 Chapter 5: Discrete 
Probability Distributions 

• Unit 2 – Quiz 3 (10/14) 
• MindTap Assignment – Chapter 5 (10/17) 
• MindTap Assignment: Interpreting the Results – 

Chapter 5 (10/17) 
• Unit 2 – Quiz 4 (10/20) 

8. 10/21 - 10/27 Chapter 6: Continuous 
Probability Distributions 

• Unit 2 – Quiz 5 (10/21) 
• MindTap Assignments – Exploring Statistics, #1, #2, #3 

(All Due 10/24) 
• MindTap Assignment – Chapter 6 (10/27) 
• MindTap Assignment – Interpreting The Results: 

Chapter 6 (10/27) 
9. 10/28 – 11/3 Review Chapters 1 – 6 in 

preparation for Exam 2. 
• Unit 2 – Quiz 6 (10/30) 
• Exam 2 (11/3) 
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Unit III: Sampling Distributions, Interval Estimation, & Hypothesis Testing (11/4 – 12/15) 
10. 11/4 - 11/10 Chapter 7: Sampling and 

Sampling Distributions 
• Unit 3 – Quiz 1 (11/5) 
• MindTap Assignment-Chapter 7.5, Exploring Statistics 

Activity (11/8) 
• MindTap Assignment – Chapter 7 (11/10) 
• MindTap Assignment – Interpreting The Results 

Chapter 7 (11/10) 
11. 11/11 - 11/17 Chapter 7: Sampling and 

Sampling Distributions  
Chapter 8: Interval 
Estimation 

• Unit 3 – Quiz 2 (11/12) 
• Unit 3 – Quiz 3 (11/14) 
• MindTap Assignment: 8.1 Exploring Statistics Activity 

(11/15) 
• MindTap Assignment: 8.1 Excel Structured Activity 

(11/17) 
12. 11/18 – 11/24 Chapter 8: Interval 

Estimation 
 

• Unit 3 – Quiz 4 (11/19) 
• MindTap Assignment: 8.2 Exploring Statistics Activity 

#1, #2, #3, #4, & #5 (All Due 11/22) 
• MindTap Assignment: 8.3 Exploring Statistics Activity 

(11/24) 
13. 11/25 – 12/1 Chapter 8: Interval 

Estimation 
Chapter 9: Hypothesis 
Testing 

• MindTap Assignment – Chapter 8 (12/26) 
• MindTap Assignment – Interpreting The Results, 

Chapter 8 (12/26) 
• Unit 3 – Quiz 5 (11/29) 
• MindTap Assignment: 9.3 Exploring Statistics Activity 

(12/1) 
14. 12/2 – 12/8 Chapter 9: Hypothesis 

Testing 
 

• MindTap Assignment: Microsoft Excel – Structured 
Activity  (12/2) 

• Unit 3 – Quiz 6 (12/4) 
• MindTap Assignment: 9.4 Microsoft Excel – Free-form 

Activity (12/6) 
16. 12/9 – 12/15 Review Chapters 1 – 9 in 

preparation for Exam 3. 
• MindTap Assignment – Chapter 9 (12/10) 
• MindTap Assignment – Interpreting The Results: 

Chapter 9 (12/10) 
• Exam 3 (12/15) 

 

 
MindTap Access Instructions: 
 

Registration  
1. Simply click on the first assignment, posted in Unit 1, “How To Do Homework Assignments” (NOTE: You 

will need to allow pop-up windows in your browser). 
2. Follow the prompts to register. 

 
Payment After registering for your course, you will need to pay for access using one of the options below:  

• Online: You can pay online using a credit or debit card, or PayPal.  
• Bookstore: You may be able to purchase access to MindTap at your bookstore. Check with the bookstore 

to find out what they offer for your course.  
 
 


