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Civil War and Reconstruction 
HST 306 -7101 
Three credits 
Summer Semester 2020 
Richard Ironfield, Ph. D 
E-Mail: Rironfield@Umassd.edu  
 
 
Course Description: Civil War and Reconstruction 
The class is a survey of the Civil war and Reconstruction.  This course will begin with a focus on 
the causes of the war as the class will examine the development of sectionalism, states rights, and 
the institution of slavery.   Topics during the war period will include the political and economic 
developments in the north and in the south, the military strategies of both the north and the south, 
emancipation, the diplomacy during the war and the social and economic aspects of war.    The 
class will then examine the Reconstruction with an emphasis on the attempt to establish civil 
rights within the reunited country.  The course concludes will a discussion examining the 
consequences of the war. 
 
 
Required Texts 
Michael Fellman: This Terrible War 3rd edition 
Eric Foner: The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery. 
 
 
Course Requirements 
Subject Tests 
There will be no midterm exam.  The only exam will be the final exam.  There will be a final 
exam.   A makeup exam will be given only if the student has a genuine emergency.  I reserve the 
right to give a different test when giving a make up.  The test will be worth 20% of the final 
course grade. 
Quizzes 
There will be four quizzes during the semester.    The average grade of the quizzes will be worth 
10% of the student’s grade. 
Reading assignments and discussion Boards:  There will be reading assignments given to the 
students during the semester.  Students are to read the assignment and post an observation about 
the reading on the discussion board.  The students are required to comment on at least one other 
student's observation.  Please keep in mind that you posts should always be thoughtful and 
respectful.  If you disagree with a student you are required to do so in a professional and 
respectful manner.  The discussion board will make up 10% of a student's final grade  
Book Review 
A Four Page book review on Eric Foner’s The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American 
Slavery.  The book review is due on July 10.   Late papers will be penalized 5 points for every 
day they are late.  Papers that are not handed in will receive a grade of a zero.  The book review 
will be worth 20% of the student’s final grade.   
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Article Reviews 
Students will write two article reviews.  The first article is Michael Holt’s “The Political 
Divisions That Contributed to Civil War.”  The Holt article will be given to the students and is 
due on June 26.  Students are required to write an article review on James McPherson's "No 
Peace without Victory" URL://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/530149.  Each review is worth 20% 
of the final grade.  The McPherson’s article review is due on July 24.  Late papers will be 
penalized 5 points for every day they are late.  Papers that are not handed in will receive a grade 
of a zero. 
 
    
Grading Scale 
98-100 ---------------A+ 
92-97 ----------------A 
90-91 ----------------A- 
88-89 ----------------B+ 
82-87 ----------------B 
80-81 ----------------B- 
78-79 ----------------C+ 
72-77 ----------------C 
70-71 ----------------C- 
68-69 ----------------D+ 
62-67-----------------D 
60-61 ----------------D- 
0-59 ------------------F 
 
                         
Office Hours 
By appointment 
 
Center for Access and Success -- Learning Disability Status  
Students with learning disabilities are entitled to have extra time when taking examinations.  To 
qualify for receiving extra time you must first be recognized as a disabled student.  To arrange 
for recognized disabled student status (DS), contact the Center for Access and Success which is 
located in Liberal Arts, Room 016.  The phone number is 508-999-8711. 
 
Evaluation and Incomplete Policy  
Students will be evaluated on their ability to recall and understand important ideas and factual 
information from the assigned readings and class lectures and discussions.  Students must be 
insightful and clearly express their ideas in their papers. 
 
Incomplete Policy: Incompletes will be given only if the student has missed the final exam 
because of a medical emergency.  There must be an agreement between the instructor and 
the student on when the work will be completed. 
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Academic Honest and Plagiarism Policy 
Please refer to the University’s Student Handbook website, 
(http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm) concerning 
academic integrity and scholarly practice.   Essentially, all work that is not your own should not 
be copied unless you give credit to the source.  Work that is paraphrased from another source 
does not need to be put in quotations, but must also be given attribution as well.  Failure to do so 
will lead to an F for the course and could lead to expulsion from the University.   
  
Online Weekly Schedule 
Since this is a seven-week class we will be covering a week's material in a day.  The typical 
week will begin on Tuesday and end on Monday.  Therefore, it is important that students stay up 
to date.   
 
Tine Considerations 
As stated during the Weekly Schedule students will have to stay up to date on a day to day basis 
to do well in the class.  While you may feel that I am displaying a lot of information to you on a 
weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course you would be coming to class for 3 
hours and then spend an additional 3 hours outside of class on assignments and readings. 
 
Statement Regarding Title IX Information 
The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of 
ideas, to encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of 
critical and analytical thinking skills.   In many classes, including this one, students and faculty 
examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics. 
If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please 
discuss the matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the 
Counseling Center, http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648 or -8650, or the  
Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality,  
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584.  
In an emergency contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191   24 hrs./day. 
UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that 
faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual 
harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email.  
These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, 
relational/domestic violence, and stalking.  While faculty are often able to help students locate 
appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member 
requires that the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX  
Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure that 
the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the 
disclosure not be shared.  For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to  
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ 
 
Communications Plan 
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1. Please use email as you first method of contact.  If the question you ask is of a nature that even 
one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate 
discussion board forum. 
2. I check my email daily Monday through Friday during the normal business hours only.  I 
usually do not check emails during the weekend. 
3. I am not an instructor who sends email to my students when they submit an assignment.  If 
you do not hear from me after submitting work, consider it a good thing. 
 
Substantive Participation 
1. Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no 
to peer’s comments. 
2. Always be respectful of other students in the class. 
3. Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator. 
4. Ask insightful questions. 
5. Answer other people’s questions. 
6. Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible. 
7. Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives. 
 
Support 
If you are having difficulty with the class please: 
Post a message on the Discussion Board --be sure to use your classmates for trouble shooting and 
problem solving 
Make an appointment to come in and meet with me during my office hours 
Contact the Academic Resource Center for support: 
Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts Room 7 
Phone 508-999-8708 
If you are in need of technical assistance the IT Service Desk is available to students 
 
Communications Plan 
1. Please use email only when the subject matter is of a personal and confidential matter.  If the 
question you ask is of a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from the 
answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion board forum. 
2. I check my email daily Monday through Friday during the normal business hours only.  I 
usually do not check emails during the weekend. 
3. I am not an instructor who sends email to my students when they submit an assignment.  If 
you do not hear from me after submitting work, consider it a good thing. 
Substantive Participation 
1. Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no 
to peer’s comments. 
2. Always be respectful of other students in the class. 
3. Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator. 
4. Ask insightful questions. 
5. Answer other people’s questions. 
6. Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible. 
7. Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives. 
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General Course Objectives  
1. Identify the causes of the Civil War. 
2. Compare the economic and social systems that were within the Northern and Southern States 
before the Civil War. 
3. Describe the major battles that took place during the War. 
4. Analyze the impact of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
5. Discuss and analyze the administrations of President Abraham Lincoln of the United States 
and Presidents Jefferson Davis of the Confederate States. 
6. Appraise the military Strategy of the United States and the Confederacy. 
7. Students will assess the Reconstruction policy of the United States during the Reconstruction 
period.  
 
Chapter Objectives 
Week 1: June 15 to June 22 
Introduction and Chapter One: Commonalities and Conflict: Slavery and the American Republic 
Objectives: 
1. The students will understand the development of sectionalism in the United States. 
2. The students will examine the concept of States Rights. 
3. The students will understand the institution of slavery within the United States. 
4. The students will examine the defense of slavery. 
5. The students will examine the reform movement of abolitionism in the United States. 
Chapter Two: Political Collapse 1848-1860 
Objectives: 
1. The students will examine the increase in tension between the Northern states and the  
     Southern states. 
2. The students will examine the Compromise of 1850. 
3. The students will examine the civil war in Kansas and the controversy over “Bleeding  
     Kansas.” 
4. The students will examine the implications of the Dred Scott Decision. 
5. The students will examine the Election of 1860. 
 
Week 2: June 23 to June 29 
Chapter Three: Southerners Secede and Amateurs go to War: December 1860 - December 1861 
Objectives: 
1. The students will understand the reasons for succession by the Southern States. 
2. The students will examine the government of the Confederacy. 
3. The students will examine the options that Lincoln has when he becomes President. 
4. The students will understand the strategies of the Confederacy and the Union at the start of the 
    War. 
5. The students will understand the advantages and disadvantages that each side had at the start  
    of the war. 
6. The students will understand the role foreign nations will have in the Civil War. 
Chapter Four: Discovering the Scope of the War: 1861 - 1862 
Objectives: 
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1. The students will understand the significance of the Battles of Shiloh. 
2. The students will understand the significance of the Seven Days Battles and the Battle of  
     Antietam. 
3. The students will examine the importance of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
 
Week 3: June 30 to July 6 
Chapter Five: Reckoning with Slavery, Reckoning with Freedom 
Objectives: 
1. The students will understand the effects of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
2. The students will examine the use of African Americans in the army. 
Chapter Six: Attack and Die: 1862 - January 1863 
Objectives: 
1. The students will examine the Fredericksburg Campaign. 
2. The students will examine the life of the soldiers and their motivation for fighting. 
3. The students will examine the military situation of the United States and the Confederacy. 
 
Week 4: July 7 to July 13 
Chapter Seven: The Other War 
Objectives: 
1. The students will examine the effects of guerrilla warfare. 
2. The students will examine the effects of the Peace Democrats in the Union. 
Chapter Eight: An Inclusive Year: 1863 
Objectives: 
1. The students will understand the significance of the Battle of Gettysburg. 
2. The students will understand the significance of the seize of Vicksburg. 
3. The students will understand the significance of the seize of Chattanooga 
4. The students will look at anti-war sentiment in the Union. 
 
Week 5: July 14 to July 20 
Chapter Nine: A War of Exhaustion: 1864-1865 
Objectives: 
1. The students will understand the importance of Ulysses S. Grant to the Union.  
2. The students will examine General Sherman’s march to the Sea and the psychological effect  
     his march had on the south. 
3. The students will understand the issues concerning the 1864 election. 
4. The students will examine Grant’s Campaign to take Richmond. 
5. The student will examine the effect of Lincoln’s assassination had on Reconstruction. 
 
Week 6: July 21 to July 27  
Chapter Ten: Mixed Messages from the Victors: Northern Politics and Southern Reconstruction: 
1863 -1868 
Objectives: 
1. The students will compare Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction plan with Congress’s plan. 
2. The students will examine the historical interpretation of Reconstruction. 
3. The students will examine the importance and the effectiveness of the Fourteenth and  
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    Fifteenth Amendments. 
4. The students will look the reasons for the impeachment proceedings against President 
    Johnson. 
Chapter Eleven: White and Black Reconstruction in the South: 1865-1872 
Objectives: 
1. The students will understand the political, economic and social impact Reconstruction had on  
     southern society. 
2. The students will examine the government that was set up in the southern states during      
     reconstruction 
Chapter 12: Destroying Reconstruction 
Objectives:  
1. The students will examine the administration of President Ulysses Grant during the 
     Reconstruction period. 
2. The students will examine civil rights in the South after the war. 
3. The students will examine the Supreme Court acceptance of Reconstruction. 
4. The student will understand the circumstances the brought an end to the Reconstruction  
     period. 
 
July 30 
Final Exam 


