
HST 201 Critical Skills for History Majors 
Summer 7 Week Session  (2020) 

Online Course 
             
Instructor:   
Dr. Paula Noversa Rioux 
 
Email: 
Course Messages OR prioux@umassd.edu 
 
Phone: 
508- 999-8301 
 
Class Schedule, Office Hour This course is 100% online. 

 
 
Course Description: 

 

This course focuses on developing student facility with historical sources, sharpening analytical skills, 

and utilizing traditional library and internet research methods, with special emphasis on technical 

writing skills for the discipline.  

 
Prerequisite: Six history credits 
 
 
Course Credits: 3 (required for all History Majors) 
 
Required Text:  
Required Text:  
	  
Benjamin, Jules R.  A Student’s Guide to History.  12th ed.  Boston:  Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2013. 
 
Traxel, David.  Crusader Nation:  the United States in peace and the Great War, 1898 – 1920.  New York:  

Vintage Books, 2006. 
 
Turabian, Kate L.  A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.  Revised by Wayne C. 

Booth,  Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams.  8th ed.  Chicago:  The University of Chicago 
Press, 2013. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Objectives 



Course Objectives:  
 
This course fulfills the University Studies Course requirements for Cluster 4C-Intermediate 
Writing. 
 
The goal of this course is twofold.  First, this course will make you familiar with the skills necessary to engage 
in historical study.  Second, It will prepare you for your required 400 level history seminar.  Remember that you 
must pass this course as prequalification for admission into a history seminar.  By course end you should be 
able to: 

• analyze primary and secondary sources 
• develop a coherent historical thesis 
• develop an outline and annotated bibliography for a research paper in American history 
• write a coherent book review 
• use library and internet sources effectively 
• use archival sources 
• write  a research paper 

 
Communication P 
Here are my expectations for electronic communication: 

� Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. 
If the question you ask is of a nature that even one other person in the course 
could benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion 
board forum. 

� I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. 
You can expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the work week. 
You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be an exception 
not the rule.  

� I will also check the discussion forums daily during the work week. I hope these will 
be lively, collegial discussions. 

� I am not an instructor who sends email to my students when they submit an 
assignment. If you do not hear from me after submitting work, consider it a good 
thing.  

 
 
 
Time Considerations 
 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a day on reading and on course 
assignments. While you may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you at one time, 
remember that you are viewing the week’s assignments all at once.  Your assignments for each 
week are the same as that of a traditional “live” course.  Consider, then, that you would be 
coming to class for 3 hours per week and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) 
outside of class on assignments and reading.  
 
In our online course environment my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class 
hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture.  
 
Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 



The Online Weekly Schedule 
Electronic weeks begin on Monday and ends on Friday. 
Day 1 - Monday 
Day 2 - Tuesday 
Day 3 - Wednesday 
Day 4 - Thursday 
Day 5 - Friday 
Day 6 – Saturday 
Day 7 – Sunday 
 
ethods of Instruction 
Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: 

 
 ● Class participation/attendance (Discussion Board)   10%  
 • Quizzes         20% 
 * Thesis & annotated bibliography      20% 
 * Book Review         20% 
 ● Research Paper        30% 

 
Grading Scale: 
⁃ 97 - 100           A+ 
⁃ 95 - 96           A 
⁃ 90 - 94           A- 
⁃ 87 - 89                       B+ 
⁃ 85 - 86           B 
⁃ 80 – 84           B- 
⁃ 77 - 79           C+ 
⁃ 75 - 76           C 
⁃ 70 - 74           C- 
⁃ 67 - 69                                                                 D+ 
⁃ 65 - 66           D 
⁃ 60 - 64           D- 
⁃ 00 - 59           F 
 

 
 
 
Policy on Late Assignments and Missing Assignments: 
Assignments that are handed in late will be downgraded one full grade (e.g. A+ to B+) per day.  
 
Attendance: This is an online course.  As such attendance is measured by participation in the 
discussion boards.  

 

Discussion Boards: Directions will be included with each board and they typically require you to 
post a response about the assigned readings and respond to at least 2 classmate postings. 



Directions regarding length will be included with each board. These responses are graded for content, 
interaction with classmates, and writing.  In general I expect you to follow these guidelines: 

• First, respond fully to the questions posed. 
• Second, respond clearly and directly to the question and all of its parts. 
• Next, your response postings should demonstrate your command of the material by 

referencing the PowerPoint lecture and the outside readings. 
• Further, you should strive to have postings that are free from grammatical and typographical 

errors. 
• Finally, your responses to the postings of your classmates will be respectful (which does not 

mean you must agree!!).  You can disagree in a collegial manner.  They must also be complete, 
and thoughtful. Simply agreeing with or answering no to a peer’s comment is unacceptable.  
 

Try to add something new to the discussion! Your learning in the course will increase with more interaction 
among the class. If you do the minimum, your grade will reflect that. Do not fear posting more than the 
minimum assigned. 
Quizzes:  All quizzes are objective and based on the reading assignments for that day.  
Book Reviews: You will be required to complete a 3-page book review. This book review will be typed, with 
no less than a 12 point font, and double spaced.  I will give you a guide to writing a good book review.   
Annotated Bibliography: You will write an annotated bibliography on your paper topic.  It will be typed,  
double-spaced with a 12 point font. I will give you detailed instructions on what I expect from the annotated 
bibliography. 
 
Paper:  You must use the citation format found in Turabian (see above). The research paper will be 10-15 pages in 
length, double-spaced, 12 point, with either footnotes or endnotes, and a bibliography.  The topic is of your own 
choosing within the context of the Traxel book. By this I mean that your only constraints are that it deal with U.S. 
history from 1880 to 1920.  Keep in mind that the final decision is mine.   
 
complete Policy 
Incomplete Policy: 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional 
circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the 
request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the 
recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this 
course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional 
circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an 
exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. 
We will then decide on a course of action. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teachingandadvising/coursesyllabus/sampleincompletestatement/ 
 
 
Academic Integrity Policy; 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity 
and scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, 
whether as a result of a failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure or as 
an act of intentional dishonesty. 



 
A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which 
may include dismissal from the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of 
academic dishonesty may be found in Section III of this document.  You may also refer to the 
Student Handbook for information about the judicial process. 
 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for 
the intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission 
of this University. Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty. 
 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and 
integrity are necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all 
academic work be wholly the product of an identified individual or individuals. Joint efforts are 
legitimate only when the assistance of others is explicitly acknowledged and deemed appropriate 
by the instructor of the course. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the 
University community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 
 
Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this 
policy depend on the mutual cooperation of faculty and students. 
 
Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by this 
Academic Integrity Policy. Faculty members promote academic integrity by making clear on their 
syllabi their expectations concerning homework assignments, collaborative student efforts, 
research papers, examinations, computer-based infractions, and the like. Efforts should be made 
to detect and to prevent cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty 
members have evidence of academic dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence 
promptly. 
 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and 
in any other work designated by the instructor of the course. Students are also expected to 
report incidents of academic dishonesty to the instructor or dean of the instructional unit. 
The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass 
Dartmouth. 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the 
UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy at the link below. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentconductpolicies/aca
demicintegritypolicy/ 
 
A 
Access and Success: 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 
accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the 
beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access 
and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation to the 
Center, which is located in Liberal Arts, Room 016; phone: 508.999.8711. 
 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 
 



Resources: 
Tutoring 
If you are having difficulty with the class please: 

● Post a message on the Discussion Board – be sure to use your classmates for 
troubleshooting and problem solving. 

● Make an appointment to come in and meet with me. 
● Contact the Writing & Reading Center (WRC) for support: 

 
Writing & Reading Center, LARS 220, M-Th afternoons 
Phone: 508-999-8710 
 
To access online writing tutoring, students can either click on the "eTutoring" logo in  
myCourses or go to the myUMassD portal and click on “eTutoring” under “Campus  
Tools." Response time can be up to 48 hours, so students must plan ahead for this 
mode of assistance.   
 

 
Technical Help 
If you are in need of technical assistance the IT Service Desk is available to students.  
Claire T. Carney Library, lower level  
508.999.8884 (x8884) or Email 
Sunday:     closed 
Monday thru Thursday:   9am-8pm 
Friday:     9am-5pm 
Saturday:     closed 

Go to: http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices; and/or 
 http://mycourses.umassd.wikispaces.net/myCourses+Student+Resources 

 
Students living in the Residence Halls may also contact the Residential Technology 
(ResTech) Support Center: 
 
Visit ResTech in Elmwood Hall, lower level 
Call the ResTech Help Line at 508.999.8040 (x8040) 

 
 
Schedule: 
 
Week	  1:	  15	  June	   	   Course	  Introduction;	  

Topics:	   What	  is	  History?;	  	  
Taking	  notes	  &	  preparing	  for	  essay	  exams;	  
How	  to	  write	  a	  thesis	  statement	  

readings:   Benjamin, Chapters 1, 2 & pages 79 – 87; and 
      Traxel, Crusader Nation 
DUE:	   	   Draft	  thesis	  statement	  
	  



Week	  2:	  22	  June	   	   Topics:	   Historical	  evidence:	  primary	  sources/secondary	  sources:	  
Reference	  material	  &	  journal	  databases;	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   Bibliographic	  citation;	  
	   	   	   	   readings:   Benjamin, Chapters 3 – 5	  

     Turabian, Part II-chpts. 15, 16.1, 16.2 & 17; 
   DUE:  Thesis & annotated bibliography 

	  
	  
Week	  3:	  	  29	  June	   	   Topics:	   How	  to	  write	  a	  book	  review;	  

Taking	  notes	  for	  a	  research	  paper;	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   Footnote	  format;	  
	  
Week	  4:	  	  6	  July	   	   Topics:	   Putting	  it	  all	  together—the	  finished	  product;	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   Presentation	  format;	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   What	  to	  do	  with	  a	  History	  degree	  

readings:   Benjamin, Chapters 6 & 7 
        Turabian, Part I-chpts. 6 - 8 
	   	   	   DUE:	   	   Book Review 

	  
	  
Week	  5:	  	  	  13	  July	   	   Topic:	   	   How	  to	  give	  an	  academic	  talk	  
	   	   	   	   readings:   Benjamin, Chapters 6 & 7	  
	  
	  
Week	  6	  &	  7:	  	  20	  July	   Topic:	   	   Final	  weeks	  to	  work	  on	  your	  paper	  
	  
30	  July	   	   	   DUE:	   	   Research	  Paper	  
 
 
 
I reserve the right to make changes to this syllabus when necessary. 


