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DRAFT SYLLABUS 

 

PHL 325 Philosophy of Religion (fully online)   

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 

Dr. Tim Nulty 

Summer 2020 

tnulty@umassd.edu 

 

All readings and videos are posted online in weekly folders. 

 

Recommended reading: Anthony Weston, A Rulebook for Arguments  

 

 

Course Description 

This course explores core topics in the philosophy of religion.  The course covers topics such as: 

miracles, mystical experiences, the nature and existence of god, pragmatic and epistemic 

justification for religious beliefs, pluralism and exclusivism and the immortality of the soul.  

 

Learning Objectives 

Skill objectives: 

1. Interpret primary source philosophical texts 

2. Identify, evaluate and construct philosophical arguments 

3. Write philosophical short essays and papers 

Content objectives: 

1. Explain major themes in the philosophy of religion 

2. Evaluate various arguments for and against theism, miracles, and mystical experiences 

3. Explain the difference between pragmatic and epistemic justifications for religious beliefs 

4. Evaluate the arguments for and against the possibility of life after death 

 

Course Expectations 

 

You are expected to be online at least every other day to check for new discussion questions and 

updated content. Ideally, students should be checking the website every day to read posts from 

peers and for updates. 

 

If you do not understand some portion of the text, it is your responsibility to do whatever is 

necessary to acquire that understanding. You are responsible for your education.  

 

Graded Work 

There will be five exams each worth 15% of your grade. The exams will be short essay answers 

to a set of questions that cover roughly a week’s worth of material. You will have multiple days 

to complete each exam. Your response to weekly discussion questions will be worth 25% of your 

total course grade.  
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Tentative Reading Assignments 

 

 

Week One: Arguments for God’s Existence 

St. Anselm, “The Ontological Argument”  

Aquinas, “The Five Ways”  

 

Week Two: Arguments for God’s Existence 

Paley, “The Watch and the Watchmaker”  

Hume, “A Critique of the Design Argument” 

 

Week Three: The Problem of Evil  

Mackie, “Evil and Omnipotence”  

Additional readings posted in week three folder 

 

Week Four: Miracles and Testimony 

Hume, “Against Miracles” 

Mackie, “Miracles and Testimony”  

Additional readings posted in week four folder 

 

Week Five: Pragmatic Justification of Religious Belief 

Pascal, “The Wager”  

James, “The Will to Believe” 

 

Week Six: Pragmatic Justification of Religious Belief 

Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief”  

Additional readings posted in week six folder 

 

Week Seven: Death and Immortality 

Plato, “Immortality of the Soul”  

 Russell, “The Finality of Death” 

Additional readings posted in week five folder 

 

 

 

 

Plagiarism & Academic Misconduct 

 Any form of plagiarism or academic misconduct will result in failure of the course and 

notification of the university. Claims of ignorance regarding the citation of sources are 

insufficient justification for academic misconduct. It is your responsibility to know the 

university’s policies on academic misconduct; you are also responsible for asking questions if 

you are not sure if you need to cite a source or not.  

 

    Students with Disabilities 
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Please let me know if you have a disability or need special accommodations. Please see the 

Center for Access and Success for more information: 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/accommodationsservicesmissionstatement/ 

 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/accommodationsservicesmissionstatement/

