
 1 

Frederick Douglass and the Abolition of 

Slavery 
Online 

 

Instructor: Susannah Deily-Swearingen     

Email: sdeilyswearingen@umassd.edu   

 

 

             

 1787 medallion designed by Josiah Wedgwood  Banner used in 1830s British campaign against 

the apprenticeship system 

Course Objectives 
This is six week intensive survey of anti-slavery movements from colonial campaigns up to the 

Civil War. Over the course of our time together we will examine the changing structure of 

American slavery, politics, and reform as well as the lives of the key figures and movements in 

slavery’s eradication. Specifically, the course will consider the economic and political systems 

that made slavery an entrenched part of the American experience; the concepts of religion, civil 

liberties, and equality as they pertain to the system of slavery; and the roles of gender, class, and 

race in the fight to preserve and abolish slavery. We will consider both primary and secondary 

source texts in our search for better clarity on these issues.  

 

This is a lot of material in a short amount of time. It is vital that you stay on top of the readings 

and assignments. With such a small window of time, if you fall behind it will be very difficult to 

catch up.  

 

Readings  
All books for purchase can be found online at Amazon or you may use the free online copies 
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Douglass, Frederick. The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. (Boston: Anti-Slavery 

Office, 1845). Available for free at https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/douglass/douglass.html 

Stowe, Harriet Beecher. Uncle Tom’s Cabin: A Tale of Life Among the Lowly. (Boston: John P. 

Jewett, 1852). Available for free at https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/203 

You can find all other readings on the My Course website. 

 

Assignments and Grade Breakdown 
Forum Posts and Peer Responses: 25% 

Weekly Quizzes: 25% 

Final Project: 50% 

 

Grading Expectations: 

A Range: Excellent work. Shows a full mastery of the topic and is well researched, well 

organized and well referenced. It reveals an individual or original approach to the 

problem/assignment.  

B Range: Good work. Has done the necessary research and made a clear answer to the 

problem/assignment, using reasonable referencing. Shows some insight.  

C Range: Satisfactory work. Has done necessary research, but no more. Makes attempt to 

answer the problem, but perhaps not always very clearly. Rather mechanical and lacking 

individual insights.  

D Range: Passable work. Meets minimum requirements but is not coherent or well argued. Not 

very focused on the problem at hand. Based on limited reading and work.  

 

Grading Scale:  

A 94-100  

A- 90-93  

B+ 87-89 B 84-86 B- 80-83  

C+ 77-79 C 74-76 C- 70-73  

D 60-69 

F Below 60  

 

Academic Integrity 
Each student in this course is expected to abide by the University of Massachusetts at Darmouth 

Code of Academic Integrity. Any work submitted by a student in this course for academic credit 

will be the student’s own work. Please visit https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-

list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/ for further explanation of the 

University’s policies. 

  

Final Project Description 

For your final assignment due by midnight Wednesday August, 12 I am asking you to create 

your own lecture which addresses one of the following topics.  

https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/douglass/douglass.html
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/203
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
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1) What role does gender play in the abolitionist cause? Please consider the various ways in 

which women and men participated. Are they limited to gender specific roles? Does gender 

affect the types of arguments being made? What about other activities?  

 

2) Consider the philosophies used to both justify and abolish slavery thus laying the groundwork 

for the formal abolitionist movement of the 19th century and, ultimately, the Civil War. Describe 

the various methods and groups who protested slavery. Is there one tactic you think was most 

effective? Why or why not?  

 

3) After reading the narrative of Frederick Douglass and learning about the Abolitionist cause 

taking place around him, I’d like you to analyze his significance within the scope of the 

movement as a whole. For example, consider what is new about his approach to promoting the 

cause? How is he different from the “Founders” and other African American writers and 

speakers we have previously read?  

This assignment has two parts: 

1. A 5-7 minute PowerPoint slideshow with images related to your topic 

2. A written script to accompany your images 

Assignment Details: 

• Your slides should be well formatted.  

• Your script should be formatted according to APA guidelines. 

• It should be roughly five to seven pages long and double spaced, 12 pt font, with 1” 

margins. 

• There should be clear section headings representing each slide in your PowerPoint. 

• You should provide a works cited page at the end. 

 

Dated Syllabus (Subject to Changes)  
 

Week 1: Slavery in Early America to the American Revolution (July 14- July 19) 

Reading:  

• Berlin, Ira. “The Origins of Slavery.”  https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-

now/origins-slavery 

• Jefferson. “Declaration of Independence.” 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/ 

• Douglass. “What to a Slave is the Fourth of July.” 

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-

july/ 

• Lemuel Haynes. “Liberty Further Extended: Or Free Thoughts on the Illegality of Slave-

keeping” 1776  

Tasks: 

• Watch weekly PowerPoint 

• Take the Quiz 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-now/origins-slavery
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-now/origins-slavery
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july/
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• Post a response to the forum question by midnight July 16 

• Respond to the Posts of at least three of your classmates by midnight July 19 

 

Week 2: Black Activism (July 20- July 26)  

Reading: 

• Turner, Nat. “The Confessions of Nat Turner.” 

https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/turner/turner.html pp. 7-21. 

• Reading: Marion D. DeB. Kilson. "Towards Freedom: An Analysis of Slave Revolts in 

the United States." Phylon (1960-) 25, no. 2 (1964): 175-87. 

• Dunbar, Erica Armstrong. "Writing for True Womanhood: African-American Women’s 

Writings and the Antislavery Struggle." In Women's Rights and Transatlantic Antislavery 

in the Era of Emancipation, edited by Sklar Kathryn Kish and Stewart James Brewer, 

299-318. New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2007.  

• Snay, Mitchell. "Slavery Defended: The Morality of Slavery and the Infidelity of 

Abolitionism." In Gospel of Disunion: Religion and Separatism in the Antebellum South, 

53-77. University of North Carolina Press, 1993.  

Tasks: 

• Watch weekly PowerPoint 

• Take the Quiz 

• Post a response to the forum question by midnight July 23 

• Respond to the Posts of at least three of your classmates by midnight July 26 

 

 

Week 3: Garrison, Douglass, Brown, and Lincoln (July 27-August 2) 

Reading:  

• McKivigan, John R. “Garrisonianism, the Churches, and the Division of the Abolitionist 

Movement.” In The War Against Proslavery Religion: Abolitionism and the Northern 

Churches, 1830-1865, 56-73. Cornell University Press, 1984. 

• Douglass. The Narrative of Frederick Douglass. 

• “John Brown’s Last Speech.” 

https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/johnbrown.html 

• Cox, LaWanda. “Creation of a Free State.” In Lincoln and Black Freedom: A Study in 

Presidential Leadership, 46-74. University of South Carolina Press: 1981. 

Tasks: 

• Watch weekly PowerPoint 

• Take the Quiz 

• Post a response to the forum question by midnight July 30 

• Respond to the Posts of at least three of your classmates by midnight August 2 

 

Week 4: Feminism and Abolition (August 3-August 9) 

Reading:  

• Stowe. Uncle Tom’s Cabin: A Tale of Life Among the Lowly. 

• Quarles, Benjamin. “Harriet Tubman’s Unlikely Leadership.” In Black Leaders of the 

19th Century, edited by Leon Litwack and August Meier, 43-58. University of Illinois 

Press, 1988. 

https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/turner/turner.html
https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/johnbrown.html
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• Lasser, Carol and Stacey Roberston. “Jane Elizabeth Hitchcock Jones, ‘Anti-Slavery 

Sewing Circles,’ 1847.” Antebellum Women: Private, Public, Partisan, 154-158. 

Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, 2010.  

Tasks: 

• Watch weekly PowerPoint 

• Take the Quiz 

• Post a response to the forum question by midnight August 6 

• Respond to the Posts of at least three of your classmates by midnight August 9 

 

Week 5: The War and Final Projects 

No reading for this week 

Tasks: 

• Watch Weekly PowerPoint 

• Post final thoughts in forum 

• Final Project due by midnight August 12 

 

 

 


