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International Law & Organizations 
                   PSC 384 

Course Information 
 
Course Name: International Law & Organizations 
Course ID: PSC 384-7101 
Requirements: US 4C 
Course Credits: 3 credits 
Semester: Summer 2020 
Mode: Online 
 
Instructor Information 
 
Instructor Names: Dr. Peter Sandby-Thomas  
E-mail: psandbythomas@umassd.edu  
Phone: 508-999-9141 (Office); 508-999-8369 (Political Science Department) 
 
Schedule Information 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Weeks 1 + 2: New Topic 
Office Hour: 11am-12 

 Weeks 3 + 4: New Topic 
Office Hour: 11am-12 

 

 
Course Description 
 
The world today is confronted by a number of problems that require international cooperation: 
violent conflict, widespread human rights abuses, environmental degradation, infectious 
disease, and persistent poverty, to name but a few. However, it is also the case that we live in 
an anarchic world of sovereign states in which there is no overarching world government 
capable of providing an authoritative legal system and enforcing compliance with its rules. In 
this context, “international law” and “international organization” constitute oxymorons and yet 
they are necessary constructions that have arisen within the international system in order to 
address such problems. In this course, we will explore the efforts that have taken place to 
“organize” this system. Due to the short time-frame for the course, we will focus primarily on 
the emergence of international law and its operation in specific areas. International 
organizations will be covered where relevant.  
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The course is effectively comprised of 4 principal topics that will each consist of 2-3 related 
subject areas. The course begins by examining the operation of the international system and 
the emergence of legal rules within this system and the sources upon which international law 
relies. The second topic will cover the role of states within the international system, specifically 
examining the contested issues of statehood and self-determination as well as those of 
territory and maritime law. The third topic will analyze the law of war, paying particular 
attention to the principles of jus ad bellum and jus in bello. The final topic that concludes the 
course will examine the laws around human rights and the role that global institutions, 
particularly the United Nations, play in promoting and protecting such laws.  
 
Prerequisites: PSC 161: Introduction to International Relations 
Course Credits: 3 credits 
Required Text: Malcolm Shaw, International Law, (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2017) (referred to in syllabus as IL). 
This book is available at the campus bookstore + other online and offline booksellers. Additional 
readings for the course will be posted on myCourses. 
 
Course Objectives 

University Studies Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the semester, you will be able to: 

• Explain basic issues that shape societies globally. 
• Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of 

sources. 
• Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on global society. 

 
Course Assessment 
 
The final course grade will be based on 400 points. These points will be allocated as follows: 

Assignment Points per Assignment Total 
Points 

Papers 2 Papers x 100 points 200 

Discussion Boards 4 x 30 points  120 

Reading Quizzes 4 x 20 points 40 

Total  400 

 
Papers  
Two fully-referenced scholarly papers will be required during the course, the first being due at 
the midpoint of the course and the second one at its conclusion. Each paper will have a 
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minimum word count requirement of 1500 words. Further details for the papers will be 
available in the Course Assessment section of the myCourses site.  

Paper #1: 11.59pm EST, Wednesday July 29.  

Paper #2: 11.59pm EST, Friday August 17.  
 
Submission: Students should upload their paper in a readable format (e.g. Word, Pages, PDF) to 
the myCourses site using the relevant assignment link. A late penalty of 10% per day will apply 
to each assignment i.e. 10 ppd for each paper. Assignments submitted after the submission of 
grades will not receive credit.  
 
Discussion Board Postings 
There will be a number of questions relating to each of the topics that will be answered through 
discussion board postings. Students will be required to post an answer to two of these 
questions as well as two responses to other students’ answers. An answer will be worth 10 
points and each response will be worth 5 points each. For active participants who help to 
promote meaningful discussions, this can also be taken into account when assessing 
responses.    
 
Submission: Questions will be posted at the start of a particular topic. The deadline for posting 
individual answers to the discussion board will be 11.59pm 5 days later (or 2 days before the 
end of the topic). Postings after this deadline will receive a 5-point deduction per day. The 
deadline for posting the two responses to other student’s answers will be 11.59pm on last day 
of the topic. Postings after this time will not be possible and will not receive credit. 
 
Reading Quizzes  
There will be a reading quiz on the required readings for each of the topic. The quizzes will 
consist of multiple-choice and short-answer questions and will be taken through the myCourses 
site. 
 
Submission: Reading quizzes will be posted at the start of a particular topic and will be due by 
11.59pm on the final day of the topic. Failure to submit any responses to a reading quiz by the 
deadline will result in a score of 0. 
 
Final grades will be determined as follows: 

Letter Grade  Points Total Percent Letter Grade Points Total Percent 

A+ 387-400 97-100 C+ 308-319 77-79 

A 372-386 93-96 C 292-307 73-76 

A- 360-371 90-92 C- 280-291 70-72 
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B+ 348-359 87-89 D+ 268-279 67-69 

B 332-347 83-86 D 252-267 63-66 

B- 320-331 80-82 D- 240-251 60-62 

 
Course Policies 
 
Syllabus 
The syllabus and course outline are intended to provide an overview of the course but may be 
subject to change during the semester. If changes are made, you will receive an announcement 
(both within myCourses and via e-mail) to notify you of the change. The most up-to-date 
syllabus will always be posted on the myCourses site. 
 
Communication 
Email 
For course-related messages via e-mail, please put “PSC 384” or “International Law & 
Organizations” in the subject line, as it will help to make clear that it is a course-related query. I 
generally check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only and 
you can expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during this period. If you do not hear 
from me within 48 hours, please resend the e-mail and/or contact me using an alternative form 
of communication.  
 
Time 
All the times used throughout the course (for deadlines, etc.) are listed in US Eastern Time. If 
you are residing in a different time zone, please account for this difference when submitting 
work.  
 
Incompletes  
The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already 
completed and that there must be an exceptional circumstance (e.g. a medical issue) 
preventing completion. If you feel that an incomplete is both necessary and warranted, the first 
step is to e-mail me stating your reason(s) for the incomplete in writing. Following this, we will 
determine a suitable course of action for completion. Finally, in order to file for an incomplete, 
the “Incomplete Grade Request Form” must be submitted for approval from the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences. 
 
Academic Integrity 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity 
and scholarly practice.  The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, 
whether as a result of a failure to understand proper academic and scholarly procedure or as an 
act of intentional dishonesty. For more information about academic integrity policy at UMass 
Dartmouth, see this link  
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Any student caught cheating in this course will fail the course for the semester and will be 
referred to the Political Science department chair and the Student Judicial Affairs Coordinator.  
Please see me in advance of any assignment if you have questions about citing your references.  
Remember that ignorance of the rules is not a defense against plagiarism.   

Unless otherwise specified, you may NOT collaborate with your fellow students on work 
outside the classroom. Collaboration will be treated as academic misconduct on the part of ALL 
students involved and will result in a failing grade for the course and referral of the case to the 
University for possible judicial action. 

As a condition of continued enrollment in this course, you agree to submit all assignments to the 
SafeAssign services for textual comparison or originality review for the detection of possible 
plagiarism. All submitted assignments will be included in the UMass Dartmouth dedicated 
databases of SafeAssign assignments. These databases of assignments will be used solely for 
the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism during the grading process this term and in the 
future. Students who do not submit their papers electronically to the selected service will be 
required to submit copies of the cover page and first cited page of each source listed in the 
bibliography with the final paper in order to receive a grade on the assignment. 

Course Conduct 
UMass Dartmouth policies regarding equal opportunity, discrimination, harassment, and sexual 
violence apply to all learning environments wherever they are located and from wherever they 
are taught. This applies equally to online courses, as it does to face-to-face, off campus, and 
blended courses. Please see the website for the Office of Student Conduct and Dispute 
Resolution for more detailed information (link)  
 
Title IX Information 
The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of 
ideas, to encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development 
of critical and analytical thinking skills. In many classes, including this one, students and faculty 
examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics. 
If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please 
discuss the matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the 
Counseling Center, http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648/8650, or the Victim 
Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and 
Sexuality, http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584. In an emergency contact the 
Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. 
  
UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that 
faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual 
harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email. 
These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, 
relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate 
appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member 
requires that the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of 
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Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure that the student’s safety and 
welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure not be shared. 
For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to: 
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ 
 
Students with Disabilities 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 
accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the 
beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access 
and Success (link). The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation 
to the CAS, which is located in Group I, Room 016, phone: 508-999-8711. 

Academic Support 
If you are having difficulty with the course please: 
• Contact me directly using the contact information listed at the top of this document. 
• Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support: 

o Location: LARTS 005A  
o Phone: 508-999-8709 

• For help with writing assignments, tutoring is available at the Writing & Reading Center. 
o Location: LARTS 220 
o Hours: M-Th 9am-7pm; Fr 9am-5pm 
o Phone: 508-999-8710 
o E-mail: ARC_writingcenter@umassd.edu 

Technical Support 
Technical support for myCourses is available 24/7: 

• Students can email myCoursesHelp@umassd.edu or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-
8505 during normal business hours. (Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm EST) 

• During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at: 
http://umd.echelp.org/ 

Course Schedule 
 

Dates Topic Readings Assignments 

07/17–7/23 1. International Law & Organizations: 
An Introduction 

• Law and the International 
System 

• Historical Development 
• Sources 

IL, pp.1–123 
+ myCourses 

1) Reading Quiz 
2)  Discussion Board 

7/24–7/30 2. States & Territory 
• Statehood + Self-Determination 

IL, pp.197–
216, 234–

1) Reading Quiz  
2) Discussion Board 
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• Territory 
• Maritime Law 

260, 487–
522, 553–
586 + 
myCourses 

3) Paper #1  

8/02–8/08 3. Law of War 
• Jus ad Bellum 
• Jus in Bello 

myCourses 1) Reading Quiz 
2) Discussion Board 

8/09–8/15 4. Human Rights 
• Protection of Human Rights 
• Human Rights + Global 

Institutions 

myCourses 1) Reading Quiz 
2) Discussion Board 
3) Paper #2  

 


