
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS DARTMOUTH 
COLLEGE OF NURSING and HEALTH SCIENCES 

RN-BS Online Program 

COURSE INFORMATION 
Course:  NUR 302: Selected Mechanisms of Disease and Related Pharmacology 
Section:  7102 (second Fall 7-week session) 
Semester: Fall 2020 
Course Dates: October 26 to December 10, 2020 
Mode:   Online 
Credits:  Three (3) credits - Theory 
Prerequisites:  Matriculated RN-BS students only; Anatomy & Physiology I & II 
Co-Requisites: None 
Add/Drop Deadline:  October 28, 2020 
Withdrawal Deadline:  November 30, 2020 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Faculty Name: Ouida Dowd, RN, MSN, ACNS-BC, CCRN 

Assistant Clinical Professor, RN-BS Online Program Coordinator 
Contact: Message me through the NUR 302 course messages for course-related issues 
Office Hours: Online office hours by appointment 
Email: ouida.dowd@umassd.edu 

COMMUNICATION 
Course-related questions should be posted in the Q&A Discussion Board on the course site as this allows 
everyone in the class to benefit from your question.   If you have a personal concern that you would like to keep 
private, please message faculty through the Course Messages link on the NUR 302 course menu. Faculty check 
messages daily Monday through Friday so you can expect a reply within approximately 24 hours during the work 
week. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course examines disease processes in humans.  The AACN Essentials of Baccalaureate Education for 
Professional Nursing Practice (2008) guided course development. Content selected for study is chosen specifically 
to enhance the RN students understanding of basic pathophysiologic concepts and is essential to understand the 
rationale for clinical judgment and therapeutic intervention in disease conditions. Humans' ability to adapt to 
stressors is discussed throughout the course. Concepts of pharmacology and drug therapy are integrated to allow 
students to utilize this information in clinical practice. 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The student: 

1. Demonstrates professional responsibility, accountability, and ethical decision making as the basis for
delivering health care (meets Program Outcome 9).

2. Applies knowledge from humanities and the physical sciences to the study of the pathogenesis, diagnosis,
and pathophysiology of common diseases in humans (meets Program Outcome 1).

3. Applies current theoretical scientific and research knowledge of the pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics,
and pharmacogenomic principles of drugs used to treat common illnesses (meets Program Outcome 3).

The Academic Calendar can be found at https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar



4. Integrates information technology and quality indicators to promote medication safety (meets Program
Outcomes 2 & 4).

COURSE TEXTBOOKS and MATERIALS 

Required: 
American Psychological Association. (2019). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th  
              edition). American Psychological Association.   
Porth, C. M. (2015). Essentials of pathophysiology: Concepts of altered states (4th edition). Wolters Kluwer. 

Any pharmacology textbook.   Nursing Drug books are NOT acceptable substitutions.   
If you do not have a pharmacology textbook from any of your prior courses, please rent one or get a used one 
such as Lehne, R. Pharmacology for nursing care. Elsevier Saunders.   

Books are available through the Campus store or any vendor of student’s choice. Used editions are fine. 
Additional course readings and materials are posted on the course site. 

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION and GRADING 
Teaching Practices, Learning Methods, and Learning Evaluation: 
Teaching and learning are an ongoing, dynamic processes.  Core concepts are presented to students using a 
variety of formats to promote learning: 

− Narrated lecture presentations of key issues and topics
− Videos and online resources
− Assigned readings, module study guides, critical thinking exercises, and case studies
− Written assignments
− Module discussion participation, collaboration, and reflection on knowledge, concepts, and topics

Grading: 
Passing grade is a 77 (C+) or better. Grading follows the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth grading system 
and the College academic grading policies found in the Student Handbooks: 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/ 
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/ 

The student’s grade will be based on: 
Method of Evaluation % of Final Grade Course Outcomes Achieved 

Seven (7) Module Discussion Assignments (10 % each) 70% 1, 2, 3, 4 
Three (3) Knowledge Assessment Assignments (10 % each) 30% 1, 2, 3 

A detailed overview of assignments can be found further below and on the course web site. All written work in the 
College is presented in American Psychological Association (APA) format. The APA Publication Manual is strongly 
recommended for students. APA resources and tips for professional writing are available on the course site.  

Students needing assistance with writing are advised to contact the Writing Center early.  Students also have 
access to E-tutor services via MyCourses.  Contact Michele Bourgeois, the RN-BS Student Success Coordinator, at 
mbourgeois1@umassd.edu  for assistance with academic support services. 

Teaching-Learning Responsibilities of Faculty: 

1. To guide students through assignments and discussions.
2. To provide written guidelines for assessment of learner performance and timely feedback of discussions

and assignments.
3. To engage students in learning that is beneficial and relevant.

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/
mailto:mbourgeois1@umassd.edu


4. To construct assignments that foster critical thinking and support professional development.
5. To be available for telephone or virtual conferences with students weekly throughout the semester by

appointment.

Responsibilities of the Student: 
1. To demonstrate commitment to the exploration of ideas and issues related to course content.
2. To be self-directed and communicate learning needs, questions, or concerns.
3. To take accountability for reviewing course content and discussions on a regular basis, weekly or more 

often, throughout the semester.
4. To take responsibility to contact faculty when experiencing issues/concerns or difficulty related to course 

content and assignments.
5. To engage in the online class and actively participate in on-line discussions.
6. To complete all course assignments on the designated due date.
7. To treat peers and faculty with respect to promote a positive academic atmosphere, to communicate 

professionally and respectfully, and to use proper on-line etiquette when posting discussions.
8. To follow the University Student Code of Conduct Policy found in the Student Handbook at:

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/
9. To cite all references and sources used and to be mindful of plagiarism and academic dishonesty 

standards.
10. To submit assignments on time by the due date listed. 
11. Due to the nature of on-line courses, students are advised to keep copies of all their discussion postings as 

well as assignments. CITS archives courses at the end of each semester so course postings will not be 
available after the semester has ended.

Late assignments: 
Assignments not submitted by the due date will not be accepted unless the student obtains faculty permission 
before the assignment due date.   

Attendance: 
This course is delivered in an online format that includes module assignments, narrated lectures, web links and 
videos, and engaging in lively online discussions. Learning is maximized through weekly online participation. 
Students are expected to complete assignments on time as indicated in the class schedule. Students are 
encouraged to make an appointment with the instructor early in the semester for any concerns. 

Coursework Expectations: 
In this 3-credit course, students can expect to spend a minimum of 9 hours per week engaged in course activities 
online, assigned classwork, and reading. 
Federal credit-hour requirements:  
One credit-hour is the amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of 
student achievement that is an institutionally established equivalency that reasonably approximates not less than: 

1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student
work each week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one semester or the equivalent
amount of work over a different amount of time.

2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic
activities as established by the institution, including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work,
and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours.

ACADEMIC POLICIES 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/


Academic Integrity and Ethical Standards: 
All U Mass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly 
practice. A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the 
intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this University. 
Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty. A student found responsible for academic dishonesty is 
subject to severe disciplinary action, which may include dismissal from the University. 
 
The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand 
required academic and scholarly procedure, or as an act of intentional dishonesty. All students should read and 
understand the University’s Academic Integrity Policy. Academic dishonesty and plagiarism are serious academic 
offenses. Please review the Student Handbook for academic regulations and procedures. Examples of academic 
dishonesty include but are not limited to cheating on examinations, submitting written material that is the work 
of others, purchasing papers over the Internet, unauthorized use of course supplemental materials, or 
unauthorized use of computer files of a student or faculty member. The Student Handbook can be found at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-procedures/ 

 
Students cannot use the internet and/or supplemental materials in any way that violates the U Mass Dartmouth 
Student Academic Integrity Policy. Any violation of academic honesty is a serious offense and is therefore subject 
to an appropriate penalty. Faculty may refer any incident to the Director of Student Conduct and Dispute 
Resolution for further action. The University Academic Integrity Policy can be found at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-
form/ 
 
In addition to university policies for academic integrity and conduct, nursing students must adhere to the College 
of Nursing and Health Sciences Nursing Program polices on Academic Dishonesty, Competence and Good Moral 
Character. These policies hold nursing students to a higher standard as required by the profession and regulatory 
bodies. These policies are found in the Undergraduate Nursing Student Handbook at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/ 
 
Nursing students have the obligation to behave in a way that is consistent with the standards of professional 
nursing practice. Students are expected to consistently conduct themselves in a respectful, professional, and 
ethical manner. Each student must take the individual responsibility in the choices s/he makes, and this is equally 
important in the responsibility of learning and understanding of any/all materials that are presented in the 
nursing program. 
 
To maintain academic, as well as professional, integrity, students are prohibited from selling, distributing, copying, 
website posting, texting, email or publishing: faculty-created Course Lecture Notes; handouts; recordings; 
presentations, care plans; concept maps; assignments, test information, confidential information, or any material 
identified by faculty. 
 
Safe Assign: 
This course uses Safe Assign for assignment submissions to identify possible instances of plagiarism. Suspect 
assignments include those without references cited, with sections copied directly from sources without citing, or 
with writing styles not representative of college student work. Submitted assignments will be included in the 
UMass Dartmouth assignment database, which is used solely for detecting possible plagiarism during the grading 
process during current and future semesters. Students may also check their paper drafts through the Safe Assign 
practice module on the MyCourses Support Hub for Students. 
 
Use of Copyrighted Materials: 
The materials in this course are only for the use of students enrolled in the course for purposes associated with 
this course and may not be retained or further disseminated. 
The copyright law of the United States governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-procedures/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/


material. Under certain conditions specified in the law, the photocopy or reproduction may be “used for the 
purpose of private study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or 
reproduction posted on this course website for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for 
copyright infringement. Detailed information is available at: https://www.lib.umassd.edu/services/copyright-
policy-reserves 
 
Incomplete Policy: 
In accordance with University and College policies, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at 
the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. 
The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional 
circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. The student must communicate with faculty in writing via email as soon 
as possible before the last 3 weeks of the course.  
  

ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES 
Academic support services, including one-on-one consultations and tutoring services, are available online.  Please 
use these resources early to aid you in your academic success.  If you are having difficulty with a class, please: 

1) Contact faculty immediately for any concerns regarding your academic progress 
2) Contact Michele Bourgeois, the RNBS Student Success Coordinator, mbourgeois1@umassd.edu 
3) The Multiliteracy and Communication Center (MCC) is a free tutoring service offering online appointments 

to all UMassD students.  Contact the Center for help with writing and communicating projects at:  
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/ 

4) Contact the Academic Resource Center for tutoring assistance. 
 
Students with Disabilities: 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain 
equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the 
appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The student will need to provide documentation 
to the Center. 
 
Title IX Statement 
The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to encourage 
diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and analytical thinking skills. 
In many classes, including this one, students and faculty examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics. 
If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter 
with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648 or - 8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, 
Gender and Sexuality, http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584. In an emergency contact the 
Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from 
the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any 
disclosure of sexual harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via 
email. These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, 
relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate appropriate 
channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member requires that the faculty 
member inform the University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-
8008 to help ensure that the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the 
disclosure not be shared. 
For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/  
 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT for MyCourses 
Technical support is available 24/7.   Students can submit a request at IT Help or call the Student Help desk at 508-
999-8900 during normal business hours (Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EST). 
During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at the Help Center at:  

https://www.lib.umassd.edu/services/copyright-policy-reserves
https://www.lib.umassd.edu/services/copyright-policy-reserves
mailto:mbourgeois1@umassd.edu
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/
https://www.umassd.edu/arc/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/


 
https://embanet.frontlinesvc.com/app/home/p/2146 
Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/ 
 

OUTLINE of CONCEPTS 
Module I: Mechanisms of Self-Defense: Cellular and Tissue Function; Stress and Adaptation 
Module II: Mechanisms of Self-Defense: Infection and Immunity 
Module III: Alterations in Endocrine and Metabolic Function 
Module IV: Alterations in Neurological and Neuromuscular Function 
Module V: Alterations in Renal Function 
Module VI: Alterations in Pulmonary Function 
Module VII: Alterations in Cardiovascular Function 

 
REFLECTIVE DISCUSSION ASSIGNMENTS 

Students are expected to actively participate in all reflective discussion assignments.  Each assignment is worth 10 % 
of your final grade. Discussions benefit all students so please participate fully and contribute significantly to the 
module discussions.  Learning is maximized by full participation of all students.  This is an opportunity for students 
to share their knowledge and ideas and to learn from each other. Be professional and respectful in all 
communications.  
See Assignment Grading Rubric below. 
Discussion Guidelines: 

1. Compose your initial discussion (minimum 500 words) in a word document. Save your work. 
2. Copy and paste your initial discussion to the discussion board. 
3. Post your initial discussion by 11:59 p.m. Friday.  
4. Respond to the post of one other student by 11:59 p.m. Saturday. Responses are a minimum of 150 words. 
5. A minimum of 2 references are required (textbooks or peer-reviewed, scholarly nursing journal articles) to 

support your discussion.  
6. On-line discussion should be professional and contribute to the development of knowledge among students. 
7. Discussion should include your insights and knowledge learned related to the topic. Discussion should also 

include how the topic relates to nursing practice. 
Discussion format should include: 

− Posting a thoughtful content-related question and participating in a follow-up conversation. 
− Posting a relevant clinical example of the pathophysiologic concepts in that module. 
− Responding to a classmate’s posting in a manner that adds value and knowledge to the discussion. 
− Ask insightful questions, answer other people’s questions, make comments that are relevant to the 

course content and objectives, and share your insight gained from readings. 
− Avoid simply repeating comments that have already been posted. 

Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 
• Share an experience related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that relate to 

the course. Ask questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
• Offer a different perspective on an idea that is being discussed. 
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned, or discussed regarding the course to nursing 

practice.  
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to explore course topics or to 

answer other participants’ questions (make sure you cite and reference all sources that are not your own 
original work) 

 
KNOWLEDGE ASSESSMENT ASSIGNMENTS 

There are three (3) assignments where students synthesize and utilize knowledge learned from the weekly course 
modules. Each assignment is worth 10 % of the final grade. The assignments are due at the end of weeks 2, 5, and 7. 
 

https://embanet.frontlinesvc.com/app/home/p/2146
https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/


 
Assignment 1 - Module I-II: Critical Thinking (week 2) 
Students view a simulation video then reflect on the situation occurring in the video and answer these questions 
in a written word document:  

1. What's going on with this patient? Briefly summarize your assessment of the situation in 2-3 sentences. 
2. What are the patient's clinical manifestations? 
3. Describe the physiological response and pathophysiological processes occurring.  
4. Identify 3-5 nursing diagnoses for this patient and 3 potential medical diagnoses.  
5. Discuss your concerns regarding this case.  What nursing intervention actions would you initiate?  Briefly 

discuss nursing concerns, priorities, and interventions. How would you evaluate the outcomes of your 
interventions?  

6. What are the appropriate treatment plan and priorities for this case?  
7. Discuss essential knowledge you would teach the patient as you work quickly to stop the progression of 

what's occurring. 
The Module I-II written reflection assignment must be 2-3 pages (not including reference page). Scholarly 
references are cited to support your reflection. APA format is used. The reflection assignment is submitted by 
1159 pm EST Saturday (week 2).   
Assignment directions are found in the Assignment on the course site. 
See Assignment Grading Rubric below. 
 
Assignment 2 – Module III-V: Education Pamphlet (week 5) 
Using Spark.Adobe.com (log in using your UMass email), develop an education pamphlet for your assigned topic.  
Assignment directions and topic assignments are found in the Assignment on the course site.  
Students will post their pamphlets on the course Discussion Forum to share their knowledge.   Assignment 
submission is posted by 1159 pm EST Saturday (week 5).   
Your educational pamphlet should: 

1. Be tailored to a targeted population of your choice (pick ONE of the following populations: patients, 
families/support system, or general public). 

2. Be written at a 7th grade level or lower. 
3. Clearly cover the pathophysiology, etiology, clinical manifestations, treatment, and the rationale for 

treatment.   Written information is clear and easily readable.  Keep in mind that you have limited space, 
so be concise in your written descriptions.    

4. Includes clear visuals (pictures, diagrams, etc.).  Pamphlet should have a balance between visuals and 
written information. 

5. References used are written in APA format and provided in the comment section of your post (they don't 
have to be on the pamphlet). 

See Education Pamphlet Grading Rubric below. 
 
Assignment 3 – Module Vi-VII: Patient Education Video (week 7) 
Using Screencastify (https://www.screencastify.com) create a 3-5 minute patient education video about your 
assigned topic.  Assignment directions and topic assignments are found in the Assignment on the course site. 
When creating your video, please use a screen share with an embedded webcam so that you have your visuals and 
you in the video.    
Post the https: link to your video in the discussion forum by 1159 pm EST Saturday (week 7).   
Guidelines for the patient education video: 

1. Describe the causes, manifestations, and treatment.  If you have a ‘how it works’ you will describe the 
structure and function.  (75 points) 

2. Written/spoken at a 7th grade or lower level.  Written information is clear and easily readable.  (10 points) 
3. Includes clear visuals (pictures, diagrams, etc.).  (10 points) 
4. References used are provided at the end.  (5 points) 

See the Patient Education Video Grading Rubric below. 
 

https://www.screencastify.com/


 
Assignment Grading Rubric 

 
Criteria Performance Indicators 

 
Low Performance (0%) Needs Improvement (50%) Acceptable (75%) Exemplary (100%) 

Assignment 
Submission & 
Length            10% 

Assignment not posted on 
time and does not meet 
length criteria as outlined in 
assignment guidelines. 

Assignment not posted on time or 
was very brief or incomplete. Parts 
of assignment are missing. 

Assignment posted on time 
but does not meet length 
criteria. One component of 
assignment needs further 
development.  

Assignment posted on time and 
meets length criteria. Fully 
completed all assignment 
components. 

Discussion 
Quality            80%                  

Initial post does not reflect 
depth of thought, insight or 
knowledge of topic. 
Discussion does not show 
understanding of 
pathophysiology and 
pharmacology. Discussion 
consists of personal 
opinions not evidence-
based information. No 
reference to readings.  No 
reflection on how concepts 
connect to or impact clinical 
practice and patient 
outcomes. Uses terminology 
incorrectly. No response to 
another student's initial 
discussion post. Did not 
communicate respectfully or 
professionally to others. 

Discussion does not reveal a clear 
understanding of pathophysiology 
and pharmacology. Poor 
development of ideas. Incomplete 
discussion of how concepts 
connect to or impact clinical 
practice and patient outcomes. 
Little or no reflection on or 
reference to readings. Comments 
are not clearly connected to 
assigned readings. Demonstrates 
a lack of understanding of 
terminology or uses terminology 
incorrectly to discuss concepts. 
Brief, late, and/or incorrect 
response to another student's 
initial discussion post. Did not 
communicate respectfully or 
professionally to others. 

Discussion of pathophysiology 
and pharmacology needs 
more detail or development. 
Discussion shows 
understanding of concepts but 
few examples are given to 
support statements. More 
citations from readings are 
needed to illustrate points, 
concepts, and ideas. 
Reflection on assigned 
reading needs more 
development. Response to 
other students needs further 
development. Few references 
or examples were given to 
support responses. 
Communicated respectfully 
and professionally. 

Detailed, complete discussion of 
pathophysiology and 
pharmacology processes and 
concepts. Discussion show a 
clear understanding of 
pathophysiology and 
pharmacology. Effectively uses 
citations from readings to 
illustrate points, concepts, ideas, 
and statements Thoughtful 
analysis of readings. Detailed 
discussion reflects on how 
concepts connect to or impact 
clinical practice and patient 
outcomes. Uses terminology 
correctly to discuss concepts. 
Effectively uses references. 
Communicates effectively, 
respectfully, and professionally. 

Grammar/Writing/ 
APA Format   10%  

APA format for citations and 
references not used. Used 
more than 4 incomplete 
sentences and/or 
misspelled or improperly 
used words. Did not cite a 
minimum of 2 references. 

Used 3 or 4 incomplete sentences 
and/or misspelled or improperly 
used words. APA format for 
citations or references is incorrect. 
Did not cite a minimum of 2 
references. 

Used 2 - 3 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled 
or improperly used words. 
Minor APA format errors. Cited 
2 or more references. 

Used correct grammar and 
sentences. No more 1 or 2 
misspelled or improperly used 
words.  Correct APA format. 
Cited 2 or more references 
correctly.  

 
Education Pamphlet Grading Rubric 

 
Criteria Performance Indicators 
 Low Performance (0 %) Acceptable Performance (75 %) Exemplary Performance (100 %) 
Tailored to a targeted population    5 % Targeted population is not identified. 

Most of pamphlet is not tailored to a 
target population. 

Targeted population is identified but 1 
or more sections of pamphlet are not 
tailored to target population. 

Targeted population is identified. 
Pamphlet is tailored to target 
population. 

Written at a 7th grade level or lower  
5 %  

Most of pamphlet is not written at a 7th 
grade level or lower and is difficult to 
understand. 

One or more sections of pamphlet are 
not written at a 7th grade level or 
lower. 

Pamphlet is written at a 7th grade level 
or lower. 

Pathophysiology, etiology, clinical 
manifestations, and treatment or 
rationale for treatment                75 % 

Most of written descriptions are not 
logical, clear, concise, or easily 
readable.   

One or more sections have written 
descriptions that are not logical, clear, 
concise, or easily readable.   

Written descriptions are logical, clear, 
concise, and easily readable.   

Visuals (pictures, diagrams, etc.) 10 % Visuals are not logical or clear.  There 
is not a balance between visuals and 
written information. 

There is a balance between visuals 
and written information, but 1 or more 
visuals are not logical or clear.   

Visuals are clear and logical.  There is 
a balance between visuals and written 
information. 

References      5 % References are not provided in 
assignment comment section.  
References are not in APA format. 

References are provided in 
assignment comment section but have 
2 or more APA format errors. 

References are provided in 
assignment comment section.  
References are in correct APA format. 

 



Patient Education Video Grading Rubric 

Criteria Performance Indicators 
Low Performance (0 %) Acceptable Performance (75 %) Exemplary Performance (100 %) 

Causes, manifestations, and treatment 
75 % 

Descriptions are not logical, clear, 
concise, or complete   

One or more components are missing 
or are not logical, clear, concise, or 
complete.   

Descriptions are logical, clear, concise, 
and components are complete.   

Written/Spoken at a 7th grade level or 
lower         10 %  

Descriptions are presented at a 7th 
grade level or lower and are difficult to 
understand. 

One or more components are not 
presented at a 7th grade level or 
lower. 

Video and descriptions are presented 
at a 7th grade level or lower. 

Visuals (pictures, diagrams, etc.) 10 % Visuals are not logical or clear.  There 
is not a balance between visuals and 
oral information presented. 

There is a balance between visuals 
and oral information presented, but 1 
or more visuals are not logical or clear.  

Visuals are clear and logical.  There is 
a balance between visuals and oral 
information presented. 

References      5 % References are not provided at end of 
video.  References are not in APA 
format. 

References are provided at end of 
video but have 2 or more APA format 
errors. 

References are provided at end of 
video and are in correct APA format. 

This syllabus is a guide and every attempt is made to provide an accurate overview of the course. However, events 
and/or circumstances may make it necessary for faculty to modify the syllabus during the semester and may depend, 
in part, on the progress, needs, and experiences of the students. Any changes will be made with advance notice to the 
students. 

See Class Schedule below



NUR 302 Class Schedule Fall 2020 second 7-week session (Oct 25 – Dec 12)

Class Topic Assignments 

Week 1 
10/25 – 10/31

Module I: Mechanisms of Self-Defense: Cellular and Tissue 
Function and Stress and Adaptation 

Cellular Responses  
Stress and Adaptation  
Genetics  
Inflammation 

Cell Proliferation and Neoplasia 

Read ch. 2-4, 9  
Complete module activities 
Discussion Assignment I initial post due 
Friday, response to peer due Saturday 
Introduction Assignment due Saturday 

Last day to add/drop courses is October 28, 2020 

Week 2 
11/1 – 11/7 

Module II: Mechanisms of Self-Defense: Infection and 
Immunity 

Blood Cell Disorders  
Alterations in Hemostasis  
Mechanisms of Infection 

Immunity and Immune Response Alterations 

Read ch. 13-16  
Complete module activities Discussion 
Assignment II due Friday 
Modules I-II Test Your Knowledge 
Assignment due Saturday 

Week 3 
11/8 – 11/14 

Module III: Alterations in Endocrine and Metabolic Function 

Endocrine Disorders  

Metabolic Alterations 

Review ch. 30 

Read ch. 31-33  
Complete module activities 
Discussion Assignment III initial post 
due Friday, response to peer due 
Saturday 

Week 4  
11/15 – 11/21 

Module IV: Neurological and Neuromuscular Function 
Alterations in Brain Function 

Sensory Alterations  

Neuromuscular Disorders 

Read ch. 36-38, 43-44 

Complete module activities 
Discussion Assignment IV initial post 
due Friday, response to peer due 
Saturday 

Thanksgiving - November 26, 2020 

Week 5 
11/22 – 11/28 

Module V: Alterations in Renal Function 
Renal Function and Alterations 
Acute Kidney Injury 
Chronic Kidney Disease 

Review ch. 24 

Read ch. 25-26  
Complete module activities Discussion 
Assignment V due Saturday 
Module III-V Educational Pamphlet due 
Saturday 

 Last day to withdraw from courses is November 30, 2020 

Week 6 
11/29 – 12/5 

Module VI: Alterations in Pulmonary Function Mechanisms 
of Respiratory Control  
Respiratory Tract Infections  
Pulmonary Neoplasms 

Alterations in Gas Exchange and Ventilation 

Read ch. 21-23  
Complete module activities 
Discussion Assignment VI initial post 
due Friday, response to peer due 
Saturday 
End of Course Evaluations due 

Week 7 
12/5 – 12/12 

Module VII: Alterations in Cardiovascular Function 
Circulation Disorders 
Cardiac Function Alterations 
Heart Failure 

Shock 

Review ch. 17 

Read ch. 18-20  
Complete module activities 
Discussion Assignment VII due Friday 
Patient education video due Saturday 

Any change to the Class Schedule will be made with advance notice to students 
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