
 

Course Information 
Course Name: Forensic Accounting and Fraud Examination 
Course ID: ACT 680-01 
Semester: Fall 2020 
Mode: Online 

Instructor Information 
Name: Dawn M. Gupta CPA, MBA 
Email: dgupta@umassd.edu 
Phone: 508-999-8748 
Office Hours: Tuesday 9:00-11:00 am    Thursday 9-10:30   Monday 5:30-6:30   CCB 311 

Course Description 
ACT 680 is the study of fraud examination as performed by forensic accountants. All stages of the fraud examination 
process are covered: a review of the legal system and civil and criminal proceedings, review of internal control 
processes, the application of auditing processes in fraud investigation, valuing a business, computer investigation 
and expert testimony, discussing means of information security, identifying methods of dispute resolution, and 
analyzing various types of fraud, including tax fraud, financial statement fraud, identity theft, and organized crime. 
Ethics of the accounting profession are stressed throughout the course providing study of the new Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act of 2002. 

 
Prerequisite: 
A grade of C or better in ACT 401 At least junior level accounting standing 
 
Course Credits: 
3 
 
Required Text: 

Forensic Accounting and Fraud Examination, 2nd edition by William S. Hopwood, Jay J. Leiner, and George R. Young, 
published by McGraw-Hill. ISBN: 978-0-07-813666-5 
 
Required Materials: 
none 

Course Objectives 
The student will be introduced to the conceptual and the procedural aspects of forensic accounting from the 
perspective the examiner. The student should always be aware that the ultimate objective of any forensic 
engagement would be testifying or filing a report for a trial. The student will learn the activities of the examiner and 
how the examiner interacts within the legal system. Some examiners are Certified Fraud Examiners certified by the 
Association of Certified Fraud Examiners. 

 
During the course, the student will: 

 
• Be aware of the conceptual, ethical, and professional liability concerns of forensic accountants over and 

above those of Certified Public Accountants. 



• Understand the legal system, the rights of suspects, the requirements of evidence to be admissible 
in court, and expert testimony. 

• Analyze and learn how to identify signs of fraud, how evidence is gathered, interviewing techniques 
and procedures to prevent fraud. 

• Utilize audit procedures to assist in identifying fraud. 
• Review internal controls and identifying strengths and weaknesses that may exist. 
• Applying forensic science and the use of forensic tools and techniques to perform a forensic 

examination, including computer forensics. 
• Review of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act and its applications. 
• Understanding of analytical procedures to be applied to financial data. 

Communication Plan 
 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of a nature 
that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion 
board forum. 
 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday, and once later in the evening. You can expect a reply from me via email 
no later than the next day, but more often than not, the same day. I do also check my email periodically over the 
weekend, and try to respond, whenever possible. Because I have several classes I teach, please include your class and 
section in your email. 
 
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. While you 
may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course 
you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on 
assignments and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class 
hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your 
time accordingly! 
 
Substantive participation in online discussions should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to peer’s 
comments 

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 
• Ask insightful questions 
• Answer other people’s questions 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

• Share an experience related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that relate to the 
course. 

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective on an idea 

that is being discussed 
• Give insights gained from assigned readings for the week. If you need more information, ask the participants a 

question about the week's reading 
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your personal 

and professional life. 
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 

questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual page) 



Methods of Instruction 
 
Final Grade Breakdown: 
 

• 40% - Exams I & II @ 20% each 

• 20% - Final Exam 

• 30% - Final Written Project 

• 10% - Assignments and Participation 
 
Explanation of Final Grade Components: 

A: 92-100; A-:89-92; B+:86-89; B: 82-86; B-: 79-82; C+: 76-79; C: 72-76; C-: 69-72; D+: 66-69; D: 62-66; D-: 60-62; 
F: below 60 

 
Late Assignments: 
Please hand in all Project assignments at semesters end in one printed packet. These are due the last day of classes.  
The weekly homework assignments are due at weeks end. Although it is ideal to submit timely, I do not take off points 
for late homework assignment submissions. 

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center. 

University Academic Policies 
These policies are also available in the student handbook on the University website - umassd.edu 

• Information on Incompletes 

• Student Behavior 

• Student Academic Integrity  

• Definition of Credit Hour 

• Course Withdrawal 

• Grade Appeal 

• Attendance Policy 

• Academic Calendar 

• Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment 

Academic and Technical Support 
 
Tutoring 
If you have difficulty with the coursework, please reach out to me or contact the Academic Resource Center. 
 
Technical Help 

• 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses support portal. 
• Do you need help with other UMass Dartmouth technologies? Please contact CITS. 

Course Schedule 
 
Module 1 Overview (9/2/20 – 9/5/20) 
 
Reading(s): 
 Chapter 1 - Introduction to Forensic Accounting and Fraud Examination 
 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Grades_and_Grading_System
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/student-conduct-and-dispute-resolution/policies/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintaining-aid/withdrawal-policy/
https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Student_Enrollment_Status
https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/
https://www.umassd.edu/eeo/title-ix-and-sexual-assaultharassment/
https://www.umassd.edu/arc/
http://umd.echelp.org/
https://ithelp.umassd.edu/auth/index.php


Assignment(s): 

• Text pages 11-13; Review Questions 1-20/Discussion Board Post 
Due Date for both Assignments and Discussion Board is:  9/6/20 
 

 

 
Module 2 Overview (9/6/20 – 9/12/20) 
 
Reading(s): 
  Chapter 2 - The Forensic Accounting Legal Environment 
 
Assignment(s): 

• Text pages. 41-43 Review Questions 1-13/Discussion Board Post 

• Text pages 43-44 Discussion Questions 31-42 Brief answers 
Due Date for both Assignments and Discussion Board is: 9/13/20 
 
 

 

 
Module 3 Overview (9/13/20 – 9/19/20) 
 
Reading(s): 
  Chapter 4 - Fundamentals II: The Auditing Environment 
 
Assignment(s): 

• Text pages 126-127 Cases 57 & 58/Discussion Board Post 
Due Date for both Assignments and Discussion Board is: 9/20/20 

 

 
Module 4 Overview (9/20/20 – 9/26/20) 
 
Reading(s): 
  Chapter 6 - Fraud Detection 
 
Assignment(s): 

• text page 192, case #43/Discussion Board Post 
Due Date for both Assignments and Discussion Board is: 9/27/20 

 

 
Module 5 Overview (9/27/20-10/3/20) 
 
Exam I – Chapters 1, 2, 4, 6 

 
 

 
Module 6 Overview (10/4/20 – 10/10/20) 
 
Reading(s): 
  Chapter 7 - The Fraud Investigation and Engagement Processes 
   
 
 



Assignment(s): 

• text page 215, Discussion Questions 20, 21 and 22/Discussion Board Post. 
Due Date for both Assignments and Discussion Board is: 10/11/20 

 

 
Module 7 Overview (10/11/20 – 10/17/20) 
 
Reading(s): 
  Chapter 8 - The Evidence Collection Process 
 
Assignment(s): 

• text page 242, Discussion Questions 26 & 27/Discussion Board Post. 
Due Date for both Assignments and Discussion Board is: 10/18/20 

 

 
Module 8 Overview (10/18/20 – 10/24/20) 
 
Reading(s): 
  Chapter 9 - Fraud Examination Evidence I: Physical, Documentary, and Observational Evidence 
 
Assignment(s): 

• text page 284, Case #49/Discussion Board Post. 
Due Date for both Assignments and Discussion Board is: 10/25/20 

 

 
Module 9 Overview (10/25/20 – 10/31/20) 
 
Reading(s): 
  Chapter 10 - Fraud Examination Evidence II: Interview and interrogation Methods 
 
Assignment(s): 

• text page 317, Discussion Question #41/Discussion Board Post.  
Due Date for both Assignments and Discussion Board is: 11/1/20 

 

 
Module 10 Overview (11/1/20 – 11/7/20) 
 
Exam II - Chapters 7, 8, 9, 10 

 
 

 
Module 11 Overview (11/8/20 – 11/14/20) 
 
Reading(s): 

  Chapter 12 - The Fraud Report, Litigation, and the Recovery Process 
 
Assignment(s): 

• text page 380, Discussion Questions 37 & 38/Discussion Board Post 
Due Date for both Assignments and Discussion Board is: 11/15/20 

 

 
 



 
Module 12 Overview (11/15/20 – 11/21/20) 
 
Reading(s): 
  Chapter 14 - Financial Statement Fraud 
 
Assignment(s): 

• text page 436, Case # 52/Discussion Board Post 
Due Date for both Assignments and Discussion Board is: 11/22/20 

 

 
Module 13 Overview (11/22/20 – 11/28/20) 
 
Reading(s): 
  Chapter 16 – Tax Fraud 
 
Assignment(s): 

N/A 
 

 
Module 14 Overview (11/29/20 – 12/5/20) 
 
Catch up week  
 

Module 15 Overview (12/6/20 – 12/12/20) 
 
Final Exam - Chapters 12,14,16 
 


