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University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 
ECO 441 – Public Economics I 

 
University Studies: Cluster Requirement 

5A Capstone Study 
5B Learning Through Engagement 

 
Instructor: 
 Devon Lynch 
 Email: dlynch@umassd.edu 
 Office Telephone: 508-999-9267 
 
I am available intermittently from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. E.S.T Sunday to Friday. If these times are not 
convenient for you, please let me know, I will be happy to accommodate your schedule where possible.  
Please use email for personal questions only.  Otherwise, any questions related to the course should be 
addressed in the question and answer discussion board or in the weekly Q & A discussion forums. I am 
available for one-on-one or group meetings via zoom. 
 
Course Description 
Public Finance is concerned with the economics of the public sector—government expenditures and 
taxation—and their effects of the economy.  Richard Musgrave—one of the 20th century’s great public 
economists—said the role of government in the economy was three-fold:  Allocation, distribution, and 
stabilization.*   
 
Course Objectives: To answer the following questions 
. Allocation— How does the government affect the mixture and quantity of goods and services produced? 
. Distribution— How does the government affect the distribution of income and wealth?  
. Stabilization— How does the government affect the overall level of employment, output and prices? 
 
The core objective of this course is to gain understanding of the role government plays in allocation, 
distribution, and stabilization in the economy. 
 
University Studies Learning Outcomes 
 
For 5A: Capstone Study 
Upon completion of the capstone study, students will be able to: 
1. Synthesize the knowledge and skills gained within major courses, independently complete a research-
based project or creative work and integrate the results of both in an open-ended project or experience 
(projects within the major are encouraged). 
2. Integrate knowledge and principles from the field of study with those of the broader University Studies 
curriculum. 
3. Demonstrate advanced information literacy skills by selecting, evaluating, integrating and documenting 
information gathered from multiple sources into discipline-specific writing. 
4. Communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, the results of the project or experience 
 

                                                 
* Ulbrich, Holley,  Public Finance and Policy: In Theory& Practice, South-Western, 2003. 

mailto:dlynch@umassd.edu
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For 5B: Learning Through Engagement 
Upon completion of this requirement, students will be able to: 
1. Identify the needs and resources of the communities to which they belong. 
2. Apply knowledge and skills gained through academic study to real problems and/or opportunities within 
their communities. 
3. Describe the connections between learning class materials and the issues and needs of broader academic, 
professional or civic communities. 
4. Articulate the value of engagement to other members of their communities.  
 
Text: Public Finance: A Contemporary Approach of Theory to Policy, 11th Edition by David N. Hyman 
 
Credit Hour Definition 
A credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of 
student achievement that is an institutionally established equivalency that reasonably approximates not less 
than one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student 
work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or the equivalent amount of work over a 
different amount of time.  
Because this is a 14-week 3-credit class, students are required to spend an average of 9 hours each week on 
course material including instruction. 
 
Grading 
Grades will be assessed based on the following criteria and corresponding weight: 
 

• Service Learning Project and Report 20% 
• Capstone Paper and Building Block 30% 
• Assignment     20% 
• Quizzes    20%   
• Discussion boards   10% 

 
Grading Scale 

95-100 A 
90-94 A- 
87-89 B+ 
83-86 B 
80-82 B- 
77-79 C+ 
73-76 C 
70-72 C- 
67-69 D+ 
63-66 D 
60-62 D- 
0-59 F 

 
Service Learning and Capstone Course Expectations 
This course fulfills the Learning through Engagement requirement for University Studies, so some of the 
course work will be in partnership with a community group. Because online students can be located 
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anywhere in the world and will have different scheduling constraints, it is your responsibility to identify, 
arrange, and complete a service learning project that conforms to requirements provided. This project will 
dovetail with your capstone paper requirements. 
  
To fulfill the capstone requirements, you will write a paper that integrates knowledge from the course 
material, independent research, knowledge from previous courses, and research from your service-learning 
project. The capstone paper must demonstrate your ability to evaluate and synthesize information from 
multiple sources in proper writing style for economics. 
  
Your commitment to the agency or community group with whom you complete your service learning project 
and their commitment to work with you is not to be taken lightly. This mutually beneficial partnership can 
only succeed if you respect their time, information, and constraints. You are expected to arrive on time for 
any meetings or on-site work, to work diligently and respectfully while you are there, and to complete off-
site tasks on or before deadlines. Any student who does not meet or exceed these expectations will face 
consequences up to and including a failing grade on the project report and capstone paper (a combined 50% 
of the course grade).  
  
Your service learning experience will culminate in two projects, summary reports of your service learning 
project and an individual capstone paper. (see course sit for description and requirements of projects) 
 
 
Tentative Course Outline 
 
Module 1:  September 2-11 
 
Introduction to Public Finance 
 
Reading: Chapter 1 - Individuals and Government 
 
Discussion 1 
 
Assignment 1: Due: Friday, September 18 

 
Quiz#1 
 
 
Module 2: September 14-18 
 
Reading: Chapter 2 - Efficiency, Markets and Governments 
 
Discussion 2 
 
Quiz#2 
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Module 3: September 21 – October 2 
 
Reading: Chapter 3 – Externalities and Government Policy 
 
Discussion 3 
 
Assignment 2: Due: Friday, October 9 
 
Quiz#3 
 
 
Module 4: October 5-16 
 
Reading: Chapter 4 – Public Goods 
 
Assignment 3: Due: Friday, October 23 
 
Quiz#4 
 
 
Module 5: October 19-23 
 
Reading: Chapter 5 – Public Choice and the Political Process 
 
Quiz#5 
 
 
Module 6: October 26 – November 6 
 
Reading: Chapter 10 – Introduction to Government Finance 
 
Assignment 4: Due: Friday, November 13 
 
Quiz#6 
 
 
Module 7: November 9-13 
 
Reading: Chapter 11 – Taxation, Prices, Efficiency, and the Distribution of Income 
 
Assignment 5: Due: Friday, November 20 
 
Quiz#7 
 
 
Module 8: November 16-25 
 
Reading: Chapter 12 – Balance Budget and Government Debt 



5 
 

 
Quiz#8 
 
 
Module 9: November 30 – December 4 
 
Reading: Chapter 9 – Government and Health Care 
 
Quiz#9 
 
 
Final Week: December 7-11 
 
Final Paper Due: Friday, December 11 
 
 
Additional Information: 
 

1) There will be NO make-up quiz   
2) Extra credit work is NOT available in this class. 
3) Late assignments will not be accepted.  
4) In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 

accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please inform me at the beginning of the 
semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The 
necessary paperwork is obtained when you provide proper documentation to the Center for Access 
and Success, telephone: 508-999-8711. E-mail: access_success@umassd.edu 

5) No form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated in this course.  Please see the Student Handbook 
and Student Judicial Code for University policies on plagiarism and other student rights and 
responsibilities: https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-
procedures/ 

6) According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances 
at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently 
close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete 
grade, the grade will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the 
course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If 
you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your 
reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 

7) Statement Regarding Title IX information:  
The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to 
encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and 
analytical thinking skills. In many classes, including this one, students and faculty examine and analyze 
challenging and controversial topics.  
 
If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the 
matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648 or - 8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for 
Women, Gender and Sexuality, http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584. In an emergency 
contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day.   

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-procedures/
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-procedures/


6 
 

UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty 
follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, abuse, 
and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email. These disclosures include but 
are not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. 
While faculty are often able to help students locate appropriate channels of assistance on campus, 
disclosure by the student to the faculty member requires that the faculty member inform the University’s 
Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure that 
the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure not be 
shared.  

 
For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence 
 
8) Resources for UMass Dartmouth Students 
If you are having difficulty with the class please: 
• Contact me directly using the contact information listed at the top of this document. 
• Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support:  

o Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts, Room 7 
o Phone: 508.999.8708  

• For help with writing assignments, you may consider the Writing and Reading Center.  
o Liberal Arts, Room 220 
o Phone: 508-999-8710 

 
Technical Help 
Technical support for myCourses is available 24/7: 
• Students can email myCoursesHelp@umassd.edu or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-8505 

during normal business hours. (Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EST) 
• During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at 

http://umd.echelp.org/. 
Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found here: 
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/\ 

 
Syllabus Change 
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) statement, this 
syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice. 
 

http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/

