
ECO350 Intermediate Writing in Economics – Antitrust Law and Economics 
Fall 2020 
 
Dr. Sarah Cosgrove 
sarah.cosgrove@umassd.edu 
508-999-8102 
Office Hours: Mondays 10-12, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:30-1:30 pm or by appointment in LARTS 381 or online 
 
Course Description: Analysis of antitrust law, major court decisions, and the economic motives of firms involved. The 
focus of this course is the fundamental aspects of antitrust law, the changing atmosphere of antitrust litigation, and the 
economics of antitrust behavior. Specifically, the economics and antitrust implications of horizontal mergers, horizontal 
behavior, vertical practices, and network issues will be studied in the context of precedent setting cases. Case analysis 
will be supplemented with a study of the regulations and official guidelines from regulatory agencies. 
 
University Studies Fulfillment: 1C Intermediate Writing 
Course Credits: 3 credits. 
Required Materials: The Antitrust Revolution: Economics, Competition, and Policy, 7th Edition, Kwoka and White. 
 
Additional Resources: 
U.S. Federal Trade Commission – Bureau of Competition www.ftc.gov/bc/index.shtml 
• FTC Guide to Antitrust Laws 
• Horizontal Merger Guidelines 
• International Merger Guidelines 
• Competition Counts pdf 
 

U.S. Department of Justice – Antitrust Division www.usdoj.gov/atr/ 
• Antitrust Enforcement and the Consumer 
• Timeline of Antitrust Enforcement at the Department of Justice 
• Price Fixing, Bid Rigging, and Market Allocation Schemes: What They Are and What to Look For 
• Antitrust Division Manual Chapter II: Statutory Provisions and Guidelines of the Antitrust Division 

 
Course Objectives 
In addition to the unit-specific learning objectives listed below, there are several broader objectives for this course. 
Upon completing the course, students will be able to: 
 
1. Describe major antitrust legislation. 
2. Evaluate the economic motives of firms involved in cases. 
3. Analyze numeric and graphical information and draw conclusions from that information. 
4. Communicate orally fundamental economic theories, concepts, analytical methods, and policy choices. 
5. Read with comprehension and critically interpret and evaluate written work in discipline-specific contexts. 
6. Demonstrate rhetorically effective, discipline-specific writing for appropriate audiences. 
7. Demonstrate, at an advanced level of competence, use of discipline-specific control of language, modes of 

development and formal conventions. 
8. Demonstrate intermediate information literacy skills by selecting, evaluating, integrating and documenting 

information gathered from multiple sources into discipline-specific writing. 

mailto:sarah.cosgrove@umassd.edu
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Electronic Communication 

• Please use email when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of a nature 
that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate 
discussion board forum. 

• I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours. You can expect a reply from me via 
email within 24 hours during the work week. You may get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be 
an exception not the rule. 

• I am not an instructor who sends email to my students when they submit an assignment. If you do not hear from 
me after submitting work, consider it a good thing. 

Evaluation and Grading Breakdown 

Because this is a writing intensive course, writing assignments account for 50% of your grade for the course. The grading 
breakdown will be as follows with explanations below: 

Midterm and Final 20% each for a total of 40% 
Oral presentation of research 10% 
Minute papers 10% 
Discussion boards 20% 
Antitrust research paper 20% 

 
Midterm will be available from noon on Wednesday, October 14 through 11:00pm on Thursday, October 15 and the 
final exam will be available from noon on Wednesday, December 9 through 11:00pm on Thursday, December 10, 2020. 
These exam dates will not change. 
 
Oral Presentation 
Oral presentations using UMD Voice Thread will begin November 12th and continue through the remainder of the 
semester. Presentation dates will be awarded based on your email requests. When submitting your request via email, 
please submit your top three dates in rank order. If you have not requested a date by November 5th, one will be 
assigned to you. 
 
Your presentation should be 8-10 minutes in length and should include an electronic visual aid (e.g. PowerPoint, Prezi, 
etc.) See Tips for Presentations and the rubric for additional guidance on the presentation. 
 
Writing Assignments 

o Minute papers will be required after most lecture video groupings. These will be graded on a participation basis. 
I will provide a feedback on a few responses each time, detailing what qualities make them models and what 
improvements could be made. Minute papers will take the form of one paragraph response to questions like:  

o What was the most important topic discussed today and why? 
o What topic from today’s class is the most confusing/least clear and why? 
o Content-based topics – e.g. What criteria do the FTC and DOJ use in determining whether to contest a 

horizontal merger? 
o Theory-based topics - e.g. Choose one vertical restraint and describe how it could be used by firms to 

both improve efficiency and achieve or maintain market power. 
 

o Four discussion boards will require some research and integration of information from external sources. You will 
be required to write an initial post addressing the discussion concepts/questions and post responses to at least 
two classmates. 

 
o Antitrust research paper – Throughout the course, we will discuss antitrust case studies and learn the 

underlying economic consequences of preventing or allowing the firm behavior. For this project, you must 
choose either a case not covered in the course or an antitrust topic and prepare your own 8-10 page analysis. 
More information on this assignment will be provided in a separate document. Graded components of the 



research paper include: preliminary research, topic submission, annotated bibliography, outline, draft, and final 
version. 
 
As a condition of continued enrollment in this course, you agree to submit all writing assignments to the 
SafeAssign services for textual comparison or originality review for the detection of possible plagiarism. All 
submitted assignments will be included in the UMass Dartmouth dedicated databases of SafeAssign 
assignments. These databases of assignments will be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism 
during the grading process and during this term and in the future. Students who do not submit their papers 
electronically to the selected service will be required to submit copies of the cover page and first cited page of 
each source listed in the bibliography with the final paper in order to receive a grade on the assignment. 

 
Course Policies 
Late Assignments: Late work will not be accepted. Please check due dates AND TIMES carefully.  
Missed Exams: Makeup exams will only be offered in extreme circumstances at the discretion of the instructor. Makeup 
exams in the case of Illnesses require a doctor’s note. 
Extra Credit: There is no extra credit available for this class. 
 
Essential University Information and Policies 
Please refer to the Omnibus Syllabus Language for details on essential University information and policies: 
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/ 
 
Course Schedule 
Unit 1 Overview of Antitrust  
Unit Learning Outcomes 
After completing this unit, students should be able to: 
1. Explain the goal of antitrust law and policy. 
2. Describe the basic tenets of key antitrust laws 
3. Discuss the evolution of antitrust policy in the U.S. 
4. Search the internet and identify reliable sources for research in economics. 

 

Week Beginning Unit of Instruction Topics Responsibilities 

Week 1: Sept 2  the goal of antitrust law and policy, a brief 
history of antitrust law 

Reading:  
Kwoka and White – Introduction 
Activity: 
Study introductory video lectures 
Introductions Discussion Board 

Week 2: Sept 8  the enforcement of antitrust, exemptions 
from antitrust laws, and major influences in 
antitrust policy 

Reading: 
1. FTC – Competition Counts, 
2. FTC Statement on Enforcement Principles 
3. FTC Guide to Antitrust Laws 
4. DOJ-Antitrust Enforcement and the Consumer 
Activity: 
Study video lectures 
Study video on evaluating internet sources 
Minute Paper #1 

 
Unit 2 Analysis of Horizontal Structure 
Unit Learning Outcomes 
After completing this unit, students should be able to: 
1. Describe evidence of adverse competitive effects. 

https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/


2. Describe how antitrust officials define a market when considering horizontal mergers and how they measure market 
concentration. 

3. Discuss the potential adverse effects from horizontal mergers. 
4. Describe cognizable efficiencies. 
5. Access and search EconLit for economics literature on a particular topic. 
6. Cull literature to identify relevant research on a particular topic. 
7. Request an article via inter-library loan. 
8. Critically read and evaluate an academic journal article and write a summary that includes the goal of the research, 

what distinguishes it from other research in the field, and the key findings. 
 

Week 3: Sept 14 Searching for quality journal articles, writing 
summaries of them, Horizontal Merger 
Guidelines Evidence of Adverse Effects: Types 
of Evidence, Sources of Evidence 

Reading: “Lessons on the Craft of Scholarly 
Reading” 
Horizontal Merger Guidelines, pages 1-5 
Activity: 
Study video lectures 
Minute Paper #2 

Week 4: Sept 21 Horizontal Merger Guidelines: price 
discrimination, market definition, market 
participants, market shares, market 
concentration, unilateral effects, coordinated 
effects, powerful buyers, entry, efficiencies, 
failure and exiting assets, mergers of 
competing buyers 

Reading: 
Horizontal Merger Guidelines, pages 6-37 
Activity: 
Study video lectures 
Discussion Board #1: Read an academic journal 
article about the horizontal merger guidelines, 
write a critical summary, comment on classmates’ 
posts. 
Minute Paper #3 

Week 5: Sept 28 Conditions that prompt horizontal mergers, 
market concentration and the economics of 
allowing or challenging mergers, the balance 
between cost efficiencies and anti-
competitive market effects, negative effects 
post-merger 

Reading: 
Kwoka and White – Part I Horizontal Structure: 
The Economic and Legal Context 
Kwoka and White – Case 7 “Under the Radar: The 
Dean Foods-Foremost Farms Consummated 
Merger (2011)” 
Activity: 
Study video lectures 
Preliminary Research Assignment 
Minute Paper #4 

Week 6: Oct 5 Importance of market definition, application 
of the horizontal merger guidelines 

Reading: 
Kwoka and White – Case 9 “Prices, Market 
Definition, and the Effects of Mergers: Staple, 
Office Depot, and Office Max” (1997, 2015, 2016) 
Activities:  
Study video lectures 
Discussion Board #2 – Hypothetical Merger 
Analysis 
Research Topic due 
Minute Paper #5 

Week 7: Oct 12 Writing in economics, differentiating research 
papers, policy reaction papers, and case study 
analyses 

Reading:  
Writing in Economics handout 
Evaluation:  
Midterm due Thursday 10/15 at 11pm 



 
Unit 3 Analysis of Horizontal Practices 
Unit Learning Outcomes 
After completing this unit, students should be able to: 
1. Explain and differentiate cartels, collusion, and tacit cooperation. 
2. Distinguish between a “per se” violation and rule of reason. 
3. Describe the Areeda Turner Rule. 
4. Write a cohesive evaluation of findings from various sources. 
5. Properly document information gathered from many sources. 
 

Week 8: Oct 19 Study of anti-competitive behavior between 
competitors without structural change: 
coordination and collusion between rival 
firms, aggressive behavior among rival firms. 
Includes coverage of per se prohibition of 
price fixing, “rule-of-reason,” predation. 

Reading:  
Kwoka and White – Part II Horizontal Practices: 
The Economics and Legal Context 
DOJ – Antitrust Division Manual Chapter II: 
Sherman Antitrust Act 
Activities:  
Study video lectures 
Annotated Bibliography due 
Minute Paper #6 

Week 9: Oct 26 Global lysine cartel, collusion in college sports Reading:  
"Global Cartels Redux: The Amino Acid Lysine 
Antitrust Litigation (1996)" (provided from 
previous edition) 
“Collusion in College Sports: Edward C. O’Bannon 
et al., v. NCAA et al.” (2015) 
Activities:  
Study video lectures 
Discussion Board #3 via VoiceThread 
Outline due 10/29 at 11pm 

 
Unit 4 Vertical, Network, and Related-Market Issues 
Unit Learning Outcomes 
After completing this unit, students should be able to: 
1. Discuss the pro- and anti-competitive effects of various vertical restraints.  
2. Explain the evolution of antitrust policy with respect to vertical practices. 
3. Demonstrate, in writing, proper use of economic terms, concepts, and evaluation of policy choices. 
4. Explain characteristics and market implications of network economics. 
5. Communicate orally fundamental economic theories, concepts, analytical methods, and policy choices. 
 

Week 10: Nov 2 Vertical relationships, vertical integration, 
vertical restraints, successive monopolies, 
resale price maintenance, exclusive dealing, 
tying, bundling, and franchising, types of 
networks, economies of scale, capacity 
constraints, congestion, compatibility 
standards and constrained access, direct and 
indirect network externalities, and tipping. 

Reading: 
Kwoka and White: Part III Vertical, Network, and 
Related Market Issues: The Economics and Legal 
Context 
Activity:  
Study video lectures 
Draft sent to peer reviewer by 11/5 at 11pm 
Edit peer’s draft and prepare comments for 11/10 
Minute Paper #7 

Week 11: Nov 9 Dealer regulations, double marginalization, 
state regulatory capture 

Reading: “Retail Auto Sales: Tesla vs. State Vehicle 
Franchise Laws” (2017) 



Activity:  
Study video lectures 
“Meet” with peer reviewer to discuss draft 
Draft due 
Minute Paper #8 

Week 12: Nov 
16 

Peer presentations – required reading and 
preparation will be announced. 

Reading and Activity:  
Reading to be announced based on research 
topics chosen; prepare 2 questions for each 
presentation. 
Minute Paper #9 

Week 13: Nov 
23 

Peer presentations – required reading and 
preparation will be announced. 

Reading and Activity:  
Reading to be announced based on research 
topics chosen; prepare 2 questions for each 
presentation. 
Discussion Board #4 The American Airlines-US 
Airways Merger 

Week 14: Nov 
30 

Peer presentations – required reading and 
preparation will be announced. 

Reading and Activity:  
Reading to be announced based on research 
topics chosen; prepare 2 questions for each 
presentation. 
Evaluation: Final paper due 12/1 at 11pm 

Week 15: Dec 8 
– last day of 
classes 
Dec 10 final 
exam 

Peer presentations – required reading and 
preparation will be announced. 

Reading and Activity:  
Reading to be announced based on research 
topics chosen; prepare 2 questions for each 
presentation. 
Evaluation: Final exam 

Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) statement, this syllabus is a 
guide for the course and is subject to change with advanced notice. 
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