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United States History to 1865 

HST 115 – 01  --Online class   

University Studies Course -- Cluster Requirement 4B 

Fall Semester 2020 

Richard Ironfield, PH. D 

 

Course Overview: United States History to 1865 

This class is a survey of the American past from the age of exploration to the end of 

Reconstruction.  The course will examine the major forces, personalities, events, and institutions 

which shaped the American experience through 1877.  Topics and themes covered will include 

the development of colonial society, the American Revolution, the Constitution, the growth of 

the new nation, westward expansion, 19th century reform movements, the rise of sectionalism, 

and the Civil War.  

 

Office Hours 

By appointment 

Email: Rironfield@umassd.edu 

 

Required Texts 

Eric Foner: Give Me Liberty: An American History Volume 1 

                    Fifth Edition ISBN 978-0-393-60342 

 

Course Requirements 

Subject Tests 

There will be two subject tests during the semester., a midterm and a final.   Makeup exams will 

be given only if the student has a genuine emergency.   Each test will be worth 20% of the final 

course grade.   

Midterm Exam – October 7 

Final Exam – December 10 

Writing assignment 

A four-page article review will be due.  The instructor will give the students an article concerning 

mill-work with the state of Massachusetts.  The review will focus of the political, social, 

economic and labor issues in Massachusetts in the 1800s.  The article review will be worth 20% 

of the student’s final grade.    Students will lose a third of their grade every day the paper is late. 

Paper is due November 13 

Quizzes 

There will be five quizzes during the semester.  The lowest quiz grade will be dropped.  The 

average grade of the remaining four quizzes will be worth 20% of the student’s grade. 

Reading assignments and discussion Boards:  There will be reading assignments given to the 

students during the semester.  Students are to read the assignment and post an observation about 

the reading on the discussion board.  The students are required to comment on at least one other 

student's observation.  Please keep in mind that your posts should always be thoughtful and 

respectful.  If you disagree with a student you are required to do so in a professional and 
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respectful manner.  The average grade of the Discussion Boards will make up 20% of a student's 

final grade. 

 

Communications Plan 

1. The fastest way to communicate with me is email as I usually check emails before course 

messages. 

2. If the question you ask is of a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit 

from the answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion board forum. 

3. I check my email daily Monday through Friday during the normal business hours only.  I 

usually do not check emails during the weekend. 

4. I am not an instructor who sends email to my students when they submit an assignment.  If you 

do not hear from me after submitting work, consider it a good thing. 

 

Academic Honest and Plagiarism Policy 

Please refer to the University’s Student Handbook website, 

(http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm) concerning 

academic integrity and scholarly practice.   Essentially, all work that is not your own should not 

be copied unless you give credit to the source.  Work that is paraphrased from another source 

does not need to be put in quotations, but must also be given attribution as well.  Failure to do so 

will lead to an F for the course and could lead to expulsion from the University.   

 

Calendar Notes and Tentative Due Dates 

Monday, September 7                                                Labor Day – no classes 

Thursday, October 8                                                  Last day to file PASS/FAIL        

Monday, October 12                                                  Columbus Day – no classes 

Tuesday, October 13                                                  Monday’s schedule will be followed 

Tuesday, October 20                                                  Midterm exam  

Wednesday, November 11                                         Veterans Day Observed – no classes 

Friday, November 13                                                 Writing assignment is due 

Friday, November 13                                                 Last day to withdraw from classes 

Thursday - Sunday, November 26                             Thanksgiving Recess begins 

Tuesday, December 8                                                Classes End 

Tuesday, December 10                                              Final Exam 

 

Online Daily Schedule 

This is an online class that will follow a weekly schedule.  A week for this class will be from 

Tuesday to Monday.  I will try to have the new week open on Monday for students have to plan 

ahead.  The exception will be for tests and quizzes.  Tests and quizzes will be posted the day that 

the test is due. 

 

Time Considerations 

As stated during the Weekly Schedule students will have to stay up to date on a day by day basis 

to do well in the class.  While you may feel that I am displaying a lot of information to you on a 

http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm


 

 3 

weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course you would be coming to class for 3 

hours and then spend an additional 3 hours outside of class on assignments and readings. 

Computer problems or problems with MYCOURES 

If you need technical assistance the IT Service Desk is available to students. 

The IT Service Desk is in the Library Learning commons area on the first floor of the Library. 

508-999-8884 

 

Center for Access and Success -- Learning Disability Status  

Students with learning disabilities are entitled to have extra time when taking examinations.  To 

qualify for receiving extra time you must first be recognized and documented as having 

Disability status.  To arrange for recognized disabled student status (DS), contact the Center for 

Access and Success which is located in Pine Dale Hall room 7136.  The phone number is 508-

999-8711. 

 

Evaluation  

Students will be evaluated on their ability to meet the requirements of the class. 

 

Conduct 

It is expected that students are here to learn and share in the learning experience.  Therefore, a 

student is expected to respect other students and the subject matter of the course.   

 

Course Rationale 

Through critical reading of primary and secondary sources, students will explore the political, 

social, intellectual, and economic changes and economic changes and conflicts of the time 

period.  While some emphasis will be placed on learning chronology and historical "facts," the 

primary aim of the course is to develop students' historical understanding of US society and 

cultures, by helping students think historically, examine evidence, and grapple with how 

historical arguments are made and used.  Thus, critical reading and thinking skills will receive 

priority in this course.    

 

Emergency Procedures 

The University of Massachusetts has put in place a series of protocols for emergencies with 

which you should familiarize yourself.  You may be asked to evacuate or follow these protocols 

at some point during the year.  Please see the link below for the complete statement on 

emergencies and evacuation procedures.  Please also be aware that checking your UMD email 

and cell phones alerts are important during any emergency as our system will send information 

via these channels.  Please update your emergency contact information regularly.   

http://www.umassd.edu/publicsafety/emergencyproceduresandassemblymaps/  

 

Statement Regarding Title IX Information 

The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of 

ideas, to encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of 
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critical and analytical thinking skills.   In many classes, including this one, students and faculty 

examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics. 

If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please 

discuss the matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the 

Counseling Center, http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648 or -8650, or the  

Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality,  

http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584.  

In an emergency contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191   24 hrs./day. 

UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that 

faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual 

harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email.  

These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, 

relational/domestic violence, and stalking.  While faculty are often able to help students locate 

appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member 

requires that the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX  

Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure that 

the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the 

disclosure not be shared.  For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to  

http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/. 

 

Grading Scale 

98-100 ---------------A+ 

92-97 ----------------A 

90-91 ----------------A- 

88-89 ----------------B+ 

82-87 ----------------B 

80-81 ----------------B- 

78-79 ----------------C+ 

72-77 ----------------C 

70-71 ----------------C- 

68-69 ----------------D+ 

62-67-----------------D 

60-61 ----------------D- 

0-59 ------------------F 

 

Incompletes will be given only if the student has missed the final exam because of a medical 

emergency.  There must be an agreement between the instructor and the student on when 

the work will be completed.  At the student’s request, and no more than 48 hours after the 

final exam or class, an incomplete grade may be given only in exceptional circumstances at 

the discretion of the instructor. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

Course-Specific Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to: 
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1. Understand the development of the United States from Exploration/European contact to 1865. 

2. Identify and properly use primary and secondary sources in the study of history. 

3. Identify and formulate historical arguments. 

4. Develop critical reading and writing skills. 

 

University Learning Outcomes: After completing this course, students will be able to: 

1. Explain: a) the development of US culture and sub-culture from different perspectives; b) US 

social and cultural domains in relationship to other regions of the world; or c) the different facets 

of citizenship in the United States. 

2. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of sources. 

3. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on US Society. 

 

General Course Goals 

1. To encourage a greater awareness and understanding of the history of the United States. 

2. To give the students an understanding of the changes that developed in the United States in 

     the areas of social values and government. 

3. To give students an awareness of the different interpretations of events that shaped United  

    States history. 

4. To encourage students to think analytically and critically of America’s history and culture. 

 

Changes in the Syllabus 

There may be a need to make changes in the syllabus as the semester develops.  If there are any 

changes in the syllabus students will be notified in writing. 

 

Course Calendar and Chapter Objectives 

Week 1: September 2 to September 7 

Chapter One: A New World 

Objectives: 

1. The students will examine the explorations of Portugal and Spain. 

2. The students will examine the Spanish model for colonization. 

3. The students will examine the settlements of New Netherlands and New France in North  

    America. 

 

Week 2: September 8 to September 14: 

Chapter Two: Beginnings of English America 1607-1660 

Objectives: 

1. The students will learn the reasons for the English colonization of the New World.  

2. The students will examine the colonization of Virginia and Maryland. 

3. The students will understand the reasons for the colonization of New England. 

4. The students will examine the importance of religion of the early settlement. 

 

Week 3: September 15 to September 21: 

Chapter Three: Creating Anglo-America: 1660-1750 
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Chapter Four: Slavery, Freedom and the Struggle for Empire, to 1763 

Objectives:  

1. The students will examine the settling of the colonies of New York and Pennsylvania. 

2. The students will examine the reasons and the outcome of King Philip’s War in New England. 

3. The students will examine Bacon’s Rebellion in Virginia. 

4. The students will examine laws of Commerce that Parliament passes in the 1600's. 

5. The students will understand the development of the slave trade in America. 

6. The students will examine the relationships between slavery and the economy. 

7. The students will examine the changes in religion in the colonies during the eighteenth  

     century. 

8 The students will examine the wars that took place between England and France between  

     1689 to 1763. 

9. The students will understand how the relationship between the American Colonies and 

     England after the French and Indian War. 

 

Week 4: September 22 to September 28: 

Chapter Five: The American Revolution 1763 - 1776 

Objectives: 

1. The students will understand the effects of the Sugar, Stamp and Townshend Acts had in 

     America. 

2. The students will examine Boston as a hub of revolutionary activity. 

3. The students will understand the reasons for the Boston Tea Party and its role in bringing  

    colonial unity. 

4. The students will examine the work done by the First Continental Congress. 

 

Week 5: September 29 to October 5 

Chapter Five: The American Revolution 1776 - 1783 

1. The students will understand the principles in the Declaration of Independence. 

2. Students will examine the battles of the American Revolution 

3. Students will examine the diplomacy of the American Revolution 

 

Week 6: October 6 to October 13: 

Chapter Six: The Revolution Within: 1763 - 1783  

Chapter Seven: Founding a Nation, 1783 - 1791 

Objectives: 

1. The students will examine the meaning of equality and independence within the United States  

     of America. 

2. The students will examine how independence affected Slavery. 

3. The students will examine the development of the state constitutions within the United States. 

4. The students will examine the articles of Confederation and the problems of the new  

    government.  

5. The students will examine the political philosophy of the men who attended the Constitutional  

    Convention in Philadelphia. 
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6. The students will compare the New Jersey and the Virginia plans 

7. The students will compare the beliefs of the Federalist and the Anti-federalists. 

8. The students will examine the purpose of the Bill of Rights. 

 

Week 7: October 14 to October 19: 

Preparation for the midterm 

Midterm is on October 20 

 

Week 8: October 20 to October 26: 

Chapter Eight: Securing the Republic 1791-1815 

1. The students will understand Alexander Hamilton’s system of finance.  

2. The Students will examine the foreign policy under the administrations of George 

      Washington and John Adams. 

 

Week 9: October 27 to November 2: 

Chapter Eight: Securing the Republic 1791 - 1815 

1. The students will examine the presidency of Thomas Jefferson. 

2. The students will examine the reasons for the war of 1812. 

3. The students will examine the beginnings of the party system in the United States. 

 

Week 10: November 3 to November 9 

Chapter Nine: The Market Revolution: 1800-1840 

Objectives:  

1. The students will examine rise of Industry in America. 

2. The students will understand the reasons for immigration. 

3. The students will understand the immigration experience of the Irish and German  

    immigrants.  

4. The students will examine the social and reform movements that were prevalent during the  

    era.  

5. The students will understand the reasons for the growth of religions in the United States  

    during this period. 

 

Week 11: November 10 to November 16: 

Chapter Ten: Democracy in America: 1815-1840 

Objectives: 

1. The students will examine the foreign policy under President James Monroe and his Secretary  

    of State John Quincy Adams. 

2. The students will examine the disputed election of 1824. 

3. The students will examine the presidency of Andrew Jackson. 

4. The students will examine the nullification crisis. 

5. The students will examine the battle between President Jackson and the Second Bank of the  

    United States. 

6. The students will examine the forced Removal of Native Americans from the southern states  



 

 8 

     to the western lands. 

 

Week 12: November 17 to November 23: 

Chapter Eleven: The Peculiar Institution 

Chapter Twelve: An Age of Reform 

Objectives: 

1. The students will examine the history of slavery. 

2. The students will examine the institution of slavery in America. 

3. The students will examine the defense of slavery. 

4. The students will examine the different reform movements. 

5. The students would examine the anti-slavery movement. 

 

Week 13: November 24 to November 30: 

Chapter Thirteen: A House Divided: 1840 - 1861 

Objectives: 

1. The students will learn about the philosophy of Manifest Destiny. 

2. The students will examine the reasons for the Mexican-American War. 

3. The students will understand the reasons for the Compromise of 1850. 

4. The students will learn the effects of sectionalism in the United States. 

5. The students will understand that slavery becomes the key social and political issue in  

    America during the 1850's. 

6. The students will examine the effects of the Kansas and Nebraska Act. 

7. The students will examine the implications of the Dred Scott Decision. 

8. The students will examine the election of 1860. 

 

Week 14: December 1 to December 7: 

Chapter Fourteen: A New Birth of Freedom: The Civil War, 1861-1865 

Objectives: 

1. The students will examine the reasons why the South tried to secede from the Union. 

2. The students will examine the government of the Confederacy. 

3. The students will examine the actions of Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War. 

4. The students will understand the strategies of the North and the South during the war. 

5. The students will learn about the key battles during the war. 

6. The students will examine the Confederacy’s government. 

7. The students will examine the foreign policy of both governments during the war. 

 

Wednesday, December 10 

Final Exam 


