
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 

LAR401-7101 (CE): Seminar Multidisciplinary Studies—ONLINE COURSE 

 

Fall 2020 

 

 

Instructor:   Oksana Jackim    E-mail:  ojackim@umassd.edu 

     

Meets:    ONLINE 

Office Hours: TBD VIRTUAL OFFICE via Zoom 

   

   

 

Topic: Globalization: Where is Its Human Face? 

 

Required Texts (PLEASE NOTE: this is not the reading Order! Consult the calendar.) You must have the 

copy of the book purchased (e-books are available for most). 

 

  

1. The Plague by Albert Camus, translated by Stuart Gilbert; Vintage Books, 1991; Paperback, ISBN 0-69-

72021-9 

2. Seeing by Jose Saramago, translated by Margaret Jull Costa; Harcourt Books, Inc., 2007; Paperback, 

ISBN-10: 0- 15-101238-5 

3. Globalization: A very Short Introduction, by Manfred Steger; Oxford University Press, 2003; Paperback, 

ISBN: 978-0-19-280359-7 (there is a PDF of this book in mycourses) 

4. Globalization: The Human Consequence, by Zygmunt Bauman; Polity Press, 1998, Paperback, ISBN: 0-

7456-2013-2 

5. Globalization and It’s discontents by Stiglitz, WW Norton and Company, Inc, 2003, Paperback, ISBN 

9780393324396 

 

**** 

7. selected chapters, pdf’s provided from Toward Globalization with a Human Face, by Edgar Krau; 

University Press of America, 2009, Paperback, ISBN: 978-0-7618-4560-7 and chapters from Globalization 

reader will be provided 

8. additional reading’s if necessary will be provided. 

 

Course Requirements and Policies:  

Catalog Description: Substantial multidisciplinary research and writing. Students will engage in in-depth 

research of primary and secondary sources across a variety of disciplines in the humanities and social 

sciences. They will research, reason, and write employing the appropriate conventions of the disciplines 

they are studying. 

 

Prerequisites: LAR 201 and ENL 260 

Note: LAR 401, a three-credit course, is a required core (foundation) course for the LAR major.  

 

LAR 401: Capstone Seminar is primarily a “reflective” capstone course that comprehends and secures the 

experiences of the program of major in Liberal Arts.  Before taking LAR 401, you have completed many of 

the courses in your areas of concentration in the Humanities and Social Sciences and thus have had 

upper-level research and writing experience in those disciplines.  LAR 401 builds upon that experience and 

the experience of LAR 201.  Although to some degree it reviews and synthesizes these earlier experiences, 

it intends to develop your understanding and skills beyond them, in ways that integrate your knowledge, 

connecting learning within the major to general and elective learning and to personal experience 

throughout the undergraduate career.   

 

 

 

Objectives: 

The course has three main objectives, stated below: 
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A. to strengthen students’ understanding of differences and relationships [of content, approach, principle, 

etc.] among the social sciences and humanities disciplines and of the perspectives and practices that 

enable productive interdisciplinary research 

B. to develop students’ ability to identify key research concepts in their individual fields of concentration 

[in one humanities and one social sciences discipline] and to formulate focused research questions for 

interdisciplinary study 

C.  to practice and improve students’ research and writing skills through an interdisciplinary research 

project which includes a prospectus, a scholarly annotated bibliography, a literature review, a substantial 

analytical essay, and a short presentation. 

D. (SL) Demonstrate the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and principles of democratic civic 

involvement through a long-term project that is work/school/community related  (see C.) 

 

Outcomes: 

The students will 

 

• Identify content, principles, and practices that characterize humanities and social sciences 

disciplines and that distinguish them from one another 

• Define research questions that the disciplines of their concentrations [one humanities and one 

social sciences discipline] have in common  

• Focus a research question and develop a research agenda in which interdisciplinary inquiry can 

increase knowledge about the subject of study 

• Identify and use the advanced text, graphic, and material research tools of these disciplines, 

including print and online databases, scholarship, and collections    

• Use a wide range of academic resources, especially online resources, to explore subjects, ideas and 

arguments, and supporting data and materials related to the focused research question 

• Write an advanced-level academic research paper that uses two distinct disciplinary perspectives, 

one social science and one humanities, in an interdisciplinary analysis of the focused research question; 

the paper will draw upon the student’s learning in the two disciplines of concentration for the major and 

will demonstrate the student’s ability as a scholar who authors knowledge as well as understands others’ 

contributions 

• Present an illustrated explanation of a focused aspect of the research project instructive to a 

general audience of academic peers. 

 

Course Design and Expectations: This course is a combination of reading, online discussions, 

online activities, and writing. Reading is essential to your class participation.  You will be 

required to write weekly short responses (annotations) to readings, weekly discussion forums, and a term 

research project.  Additionally, you will have to present your research in an online mode. 

 

Weekly Routine: Every week (with some minor deviations) will consist of the Week Recap, Week Module 

(numbered in the same way as the week), and information for the week to follow, labeled Week X Prep. 

Each module consists of the overview, directions, reading assignment, annotation submission (would be 

good if you did right after the reading--looking for your raw response!); mini-lecture (giving the key 

thinking points of the reading), a link to a video (occasionally, could be two) in connection to the reading, 

a link to a discussion forum, labeled DF, that will expand thinking based on the reading, and a link to a 

writing exercise when applicable. 

Toward the end of the semester, Annotation writing and short writing assignments are replaced with 

research components.  

To complete the course requirements and receive a passing grade, you must complete all steps in the 

modules. Occasionally modules and activities are tracked via the system, to assure your class 

participation. So please do your work diligently. 
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Discussion Forums: Based on the reading material and module activities, you are asked to respond to a 

few questions each week. Initial posting is due Wednesday, comments and responses to peers are due 

Friday. I will be reading your DF postings during the work week (Mon-Fri); I will post often during the first 

few weeks, but later in the semester I will become more invisible (I will still read), hoping that you will be 

in charge of conversations.  

 

Deadlines and Late Assignments: Initial DF posting is due Wednesday, midnight, peer-response is due 

Friday, midnight. All other work is due Friday night. You have till Sunday to complete week’s work (I 

would prefer you could take some home/family time for yourself on weekends; but should you need to do 

work on weekends, you have that option). One week late 2 points off; two weeks late 2 more points off—

after that module might close. With this type of flexibility, do not let procrastination take over your work. 

Be a responsible student! 

 

VIRTUAL Attendance: In order to receive good grade, you need to participate in class discussions 

substantially, do your reading, and complete what is required for the course that week. 

 

Time Considerations: You should be prepared to spend 2.5 hours online (equal to f-2-f seminar time) 

and 4-5 hours in preparation (mostly weekly reading and researching). 

 

Readings: You are expected to be prepared, therefore complete your reading assignments on time.  The 

material assigned should be read thoroughly and thoughtfully.  

 

Annotations (a1-7): For each book-length or half-book reading during weeks 2-9, you are expected to 

compose a 600-800-word annotation, up to two single-spaced pages roughly.  This assignment is a 

VERY brief summary or outline, but MOSTLY treat it like a critical response to reading.  You can 

summarize the reading in ONE-TWO sentences.  You can respond to points discussed, raise questions, or 

draw conclusions. The audience for your annotations is you, YOURSELF, as you are attempting to engage 

in the dialogue with the reader and writer. Annotations are due in the assignment area of specific 

weeks. I would prefer if you could complete your annotations prior to discussing in week 

modules, so that you can respond without discussion biases—so to present your raw reaction to 

the reading.  I will comment briefly on your annotations each week, and will try to compose questions in 

DF’s that slightly depart from annotations, so that the assignments do not overlap much. 

 

Short Written Assignments: occasionally, you will be asked to produce a short writing to a prompt. 

Follow directions as specified in the assignment. 

 

Term Research Project: The final research project will have several required parts of the term project: a 

prospectus with literature review (4-5 pages), an annotated bibliography, and a seminar length paper 

[with 15-18 pages of main text and additional pages for works cited pages, incorporated visuals, etc.].  

 

PLEASE NOTE: For your final research project, you will explore a certain issue, stemming out of reading 

and our discussions, related to the course overall theme (Globalization).  

 

For Service-Learning-component attached to this class, choose an issue within the following 

parameters: Work/School/Community: 1) in your line of work, choose an issue (connected to class 

discussions) that needs to be addressed and resolved; 2) explore an issue in your community that you will 

help to address/resolve; 3) explore an issue on campus/online campus that needs public attention and 

bring it to light; 4) discuss other opportunities with the instructor.  

 

You will look at the chosen issue from your respective concentrations; then, research current views, 

publications, and studies on the issue (prospectus with lit-review); and you will attempt to explore 

new territory/formulate your own argument via written work (the actual final paper).  

 

Prospectus with Literature Review is an academic research proposal that will explain the rationale behind 

the project, position the project in the current academic research, and outline the intended 

approach/methodology for the research project.  Literature review is a prospectus/proposal section, where 

you can synthesize/summarize/critique the information from the sources related to your topic so that you 

can position your research in the field. Total 4-5 pages (without citations). 
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Annotated bibliography is a summary of sources, where you will evaluate and reflect upon your sources 

(8-10 sources evenly split between humanities and social sciences).  

 

Presentation is a simple PowerPoint Presentation you will put together. The key to it is to present the most 

important information (perhaps 5-6 slides). If you are more computer-savvy, you can add voice-over 

feature and record the presentation. Instructions will be provided. 

 

Final Paper (15-18 pages) is a well-researched and presented argument. 

 

Reflection is your metacognitive response to how your research has/has not helped your surrounding 

community. 

 

Written Work: Your written assignments are to be presented in a scholarly manner.  Please proofread to 

avoid spelling and grammatical mistakes.  

Formatting: All assignments must be formatted according to MLA, unless specified otherwise.  

Please use 12 pt Times New Roman font; double-space (unless specified differently); set 1 inch margins; 

add your last name to the upper-right corner, when you insert page numbers; in the heading after the 

date include the assignment details and word count. 

 

Attachments: .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .pdf files are accepted; all others will not be read. 

 

MLA or APA Documentation:  With each of your written assignments, your quotations and works citied 

pages will be checked.  “Errors” in citation will not be looked upon kindly and, in more serious cases, may 

result in disciplinary action.  Remember, with each assignment, you need to include a Works Cited page 

and follow proper MLA (Modern Language Association) or References page and follow APA (American 

Psychological Association) documentation or any other format appropriate in your field.  Please consult a 

handbook or a style guide. 

 

Academic Honesty (Please read carefully!): 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism:  Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is a serious offence 

and may result in the failing grade.  All you need to do is to cite your sources properly.  Please review 

UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy (Student Code of Conduct/Student Handbook) at 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/studentcodeofco

nduct/. For a thorough explanation of plagiarism, see 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_plagiar.html. 

 

No Double-Dipping: While this class may allow you to work in certain areas of your expertise and study, 

you cannot submit a paper for this class that is/was written for another.  

 

SafeAssign:  Students should be aware that suspect assignments (e.g., those without drafts, without 

works cited pages, or with large departures in style) will be submitted to SafeAssign by the instructor for 

the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism. Submitted assignments will be included in the UMass 

Dartmouth dedicated databases of assignments. These databases of assignments will be used solely for 

the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism during the grading process during this term and in the future. 

Students must provide an electronic copy of their assignment to the instructor for submission to the 

service when plagiarism is suspected, in order to receive a grade on the assignment and to avoid possible 

sanctions.  

 

Office Hours and Communication: To check on your progress, to discuss course related issues, to 

clarify the assignment or the reading, use the office hours indicated on the syllabus. Should you need to 

inquire about the course assignment, please consult the syllabus and mycourses prior to emailing me. If 

that doesn’t answer your question, email me then. The preferred way to communicate is e-mail; I will 

check my email during regular business hours and respond within 24-48 hours during weekdays and 48-

72 after weekend. You may get my e-mail during the weekend, but that is an exception, not the rule.  

 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/studentcodeofconduct/
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/studentcodeofconduct/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_plagiar.html


LAR 401-online Fall 20 Jackim 5 
Be Professional: Be considerate to those around you and professional in your discussion responses and 

comments. Since we interact online, please make sure you re-read your work as if you are a reader, not a 

writer. Do not use inflammatory language in your comments. We need to agree to disagree professionally.  

 

Students with Disabilities will be provided accommodations or adjustments with prior authorization 

from the Center for Access and Success. If you have a disability and feel you need accommodation(s) in 

order to complete the course requirements, please contact the Center for Access and Success (Pine Dale 

Hall, Room 7136) at 508-999-8711.  

 

University Emergency Procedure:  UMD has put in place a series of protocols for emergencies that you 

should familiarize yourself with. You may be asked to evacuate or follow these protocols at some time 

during the year. Please see the link below for the complete statement on emergencies and evacuation 

procedures. Please also be aware that making use of your UMD email and notifications is important during 

any emergency as our system will send information via these channels. 

 

http://www.umassd.edu/publicsafety/emergencyproceduresandassemblymaps/ 

 

Course Incomplete Policy:  According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in 

exceptional circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the 

request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of 

the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F (I).  The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 

70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must 

exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you will need to complete a 

"Request for Incomplete" form with the instructor BEFORE final exams begin (i.e. prior to the end of 

semester). 

 

Resources: Links to all student resources can be found here: 

http://www.umassd.edu/extension/studentresources/ 

 

Online Tutoring: Link available on the left in mycourses dashboard. 

 

Technical Help: If you are in need of technical assistance, please visit the link below for a list of technical 

support resources. 

http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/ 

 

 

GRADES:  

Annotations (W1-8x10): 80 pts 

DF (13x10): 130 pts 

Research Presentation: 20 pts 

Writing Short Assignments (WS1-5x5): 25 pts 

Final Paper: 100 pts 

Prospectus with Lit-Review: 20 pts 

Annotated Bibliography: 10 pts 

Topic Discussion: 5 pts 

Draft of Final: 5 pts 

2nd draft of Final 5 pts 

---------------------------- 

Total: 400 

A+ 392-400 B-   318-329 D   251-269 

A   368-391 C+  310-317 D-  238-250 

A-  358-367 C    291-309 F    001-237 

B+ 350-357 C-   278-290  

B   330-349 D+  270-277  

 

 

 

 

http://www.umassd.edu/publicsafety/emergencyproceduresandassemblymaps/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/studentresources/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/
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General Grading Rubric for Written Work (PLEASE note: there will be more specific rubric for 

Final Paper): 

 

 Exceeds  Meets 

  

Somewhat meets 

 

Does not meet 

Valuable 

Content  

 

Original ideas, 

insightful, made the 

assignment one’s own 

Thoughtful 

development of 

assignment, some 

insights 

Addresses 

assignment, offers 

limited insight into 

the topic 

Assignment not 

properly 

addressed, does 

not offer anything 

new on the topic 

Thesis and 

Coherence  

 

Clear, thought-

provoking, well-

integrated and well-

focused 

Clear, thoughtful, 

organized and 

focused 

Clear, may need 

better cohesion and 

focus 

Thesis unclear, 

paper scattered, 

ill-focused and 

overly broad 

Support  

Of Idea  

Exceptional support 

with concrete details 

that prompt the 

reader to think; 

compelling evidence 

Adequate support 

with specific details 

tied to the main 

idea 

Details and 

evidence 

inconsistently tied 

to the main idea 

Requires 

additional 

support; lacks 

supporting details 

and/or details not 

tied to the main 

idea 

Style and 

Mechanics 

                 

Clear, concise, fluent, 

vivid; artful 

transitions, 

exceptional and 

evocative word 

choice. Demonstrates 

mastery; free of 

distracting mechanical 

defects 

Clear, smooth 

transitions, 

effective word 

choice, functional 

language. 

Very few 

mechanical defects 

Limited or labored 

transitions, clumsy 

phrasing and/or 

clichés. 

Frequent and 

distracting 

mechanical defects 

Transitions need 

work and/or 

absent, muddled 

prose; not college 

level writing. 

Persistent, varied 

and distracting 

mechanical 

defects 

Apropos to 

discipline(s) 

and theme   

Clear and thoughtful 

engagement with the 

topic and modes of 

expression, related to 

the subject matter, 

course theme, and 

discipline(s) 

Adequate 

relationship to the 

discipline(s) and 

course theme  

Labored or limited 

relationship to the 

theme and 

discipline(s) 

Unrelated to 

subject matter, 

disciplines, and 

course theme  
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Calendar Subject to Change 

Week Topic Reading Activity 

Wk 1  

 

Introduction. 

Definition. 

Read: Intro; and Ch 1 

Steger’s Globalization: 

A Very Short 

Introduction 

DF: Introduction 

WS1: LAR reflection 

Module 1:  

-video  

-reading 

-DF: Definition 
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Wk 2  

 

Sep10 last day 

to add/drop 

Issues of 

Globalization 

Read: Ch. 2-6 Steger’s 

Globalization: A Very 

Short Introduction 

Module 2:  

-reading 

-W: A-1 annotation of Steger’s book 

-video 1 and video 2 (the good; the 

bad of GLBZN)  

-DF: Issues of Globalization 

Wk 3  

 

Globalization and 

Isolation 

Read: Camus’ The 

Plague (Parts 1-2, pp. 

1-164) 

Module 3:  

-reading 

-W: A-2 annotation of Camus, (Parts 

1-2, pp. 1-164) 

-mini-lecture PPT  

-Video (apocalypse) 

-DF: Pandemic reaction  

Wk 4  

 

Humanity and 

History: No Man 

is an Island  

Read: Camus’ The 

Plague (Parts 3-5, pp. 

167-308) 

Module 4:  

-reading 

-W: A-3 annotation of Camus, (Parts 

3-5, pp. 167-308) 

-mini-lecture PPT  

-video  

-DF: Witness something, Doing 

Nothing 

 

Wk 5 

 

Globalization and 

the Police state 

Read: Saramago’s 

Seeing (Part 1, pp. 1-

166) 

Module 5:  

-reading 

-W: A-4 annotation of Saramago’s, 

(Part 1, pp. 1-166) 

-mini-lecture PPT 

-Video (China authoritarian regime) 

-DF: Police Brutality/Authoritarian 

Regimes 

-WS2: stream of consciousness—what 

do you do when you are repressed 

Wk 6 

 

Globalization and 

Identity  

Read: Saramago’s 

Seeing (Part 2, pp. 

167-307) 

Module 6: 

-reading 

-W: A-5 annotation of Saramago’s, 

(Part 2, pp. 167-307) 

-mini-lecture PPT 

-DF: Cosmopolitanism; Nationalism, 

and Individuality 

WS3: TBD 

Wk 7 

 

 

Culture of 

Globalization 

Read: Bauman’s 

Globalization: The 

Human Consequence 

(Intro, Ch. 1-3, pp. 1-

55) 

Module 7: 

-reading 

-W: A-6 Annotation of selected 

Bauman’s Intro, Ch 1-3, (pp. 1-55) 

-mini-lecture PP 

-Video 

-DF: Issues of Globalization  

-Research project (RES): Topic 

discussion 

Wk 8 

 

Globalization with 

the Human Face 

Read: Bauman’s  

Globalization: The 

Human Consequence 

(Ch. 4-5, pp. 56-87) 

Module 8: 

-reading 

-mini-lecture PPT 

- W: A-7 Annotation of selected 

Bauman’s Ch. 4-5, pp. 56-87) 

-Video (Bauman) 

-DF: stay-ins and stay-nots 

-library informational (how to 

research) 
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-RES: working thesis 

 

Wk 9 

 

Globalization and 

Economics 

Read: Stiglitz,  Module 9: 

-reading 

--DF: McDonaldization/Change of 

Policies/Environment 

-A8 

 

-RES: Prospectus with Lit Review 

(draft)+bibliography (start) 

Wk 10  

 

 

Globalization and 

Politics 

Read: selected chapters 

Globalization reader pdf 

provided 

 

 

 

Module 10: 

-reading (shorter!) 

-Video 

-No Annotations 

- DF: Diverse World/Interconnectivity 

-RES: Prospectus with Lit Review 

(final) 

-RES: Bibliography (wip) 

Wk 11 

 

Nov13 last day 

to withdraw 

 

 

 

Globalization and 

Education 

Read:  chapters 

Globalization Reader 

pdf provided 

Module 11: 

-reading (shorter!) 

-mini-lecture 

-Video 

-DF: Global Education? 

-RES: draft 5 pages (submission) 

-RES: Bibliography (wip) 

-RES: Start on Presentations 

Wk 12 

 

Globalization and 

Technology 

Read: chapters 

Globalization reader 

toward research. 

Module 12: 

-reading (shorter) 

-DF: Techno-love or techno-hate 

-RES: Bibliography Submission;  

-RES: continue 2nd draft 5 more 

pages-submission 

-RES: Continue Presentation prep 

-WS 4: Service learning reflection 

Wk 13 

 

Globalisummation  Module 13: 

-DF: Globalization redefined: where 

do you stand? 

-RES: Research Presentations (ppt 

with audio; or video) 

-RES: draft 5-6 more pages (no 

submission 

-WS 5: degree Pitch letter 

Wk 14 

 

RES: Respond to Presentations + Final Paper is due no later than 

Dec15/Submission of ALL COMPONENTS + Reflection (WS4) and Pitch-

Letter (WS5)(review the checklist, please) 

 

 

 

 


