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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course presents a basic music vocabulary and intends to help the development of intelligent 

discrimination in the listener. This occurs through study and analysis of outstanding works from 

Gregorian chant to the present, including music of diverse cultures. Emphasis is placed on the 

relationship of the historical development of music to parallel movements in art, drama, and 

philosophical thought. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 To give the student a balanced, comprehensive view of music in the past and present, 

Western and nonWestern, art music, and popular trends. 

 To demonstrate familiarity with key terms used in music. 

 To be able to recognize and identify major composers and examples of their work. 

 To be able to recognize ways in which cultures influence artistic work. 

 To develop and demonstrate an ability to describe and explain a piece of music in 

writing. 

 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

The student who completes the course successfully will be able to do the following: 

 Identify appropriate study tactics for liberal arts courses with an emphasis on courses 

involving both reading and listening components. 

 Recognize the major periods in music history, describe key characteristics associated 

with each period, and identify some of the key musical works associated with each 

period. 

 Demonstrate both verbally and in writing, basic understandings of the key terms used in 

music, with specific focus on elements of music. 

 Demonstrate the ability to listen to a musical example, identify the period in which it 

likely was composed, and suggest the most probable composer. 

 Utilizing specific musical examples and composers, demonstrate both verbally and in 

writing, understandings of ways in which cultures influence artistic work. 

 

MATERIALSAll materials, assignments, quizzes, discussion prompts are on MyCourses. 

 

Textbook: The Enjoyment of Music, Norton, by Forney, Dell’Antonio, Machis 

 

Purchasing your ebook provides you access to hear and study the listening examples for this 

course, take self graded quizzes, and review terms. All material is online through  

https://digital.wwnorton.com/enjmusic13  
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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Students will be responsible for reading assigned material, listening to examples in the chapters, 

and studying musical examples. By taking self graded quizzes online, you will be reviewing and 

preparing all of your understandings.  

You are responsible to follow all Assignments as laid out in each Part of this course (on 

MyCourses). 

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

Each assignment that will be graded is clearly marked in MyCourses. For example, you 

have short quizzes, a midterm and final exam, and discussion prompts throughout the 

course. Each item is assigned the number of points that you can gain. With a total of 500 

points, grades will be determined according to the class grading curve and ultimately result 

in final percentages such as: 

 

Grading Scale 

 B+  87.5-89.9 C+  77.5-79.9 D+   67.5-69.9 F   0-59.9 

A    95 B    82.5-87.4 C    72.5-77.4 D     62.5-67.4  

A-   90.0-94.4 B-   80.0-82.4 C-   70.0-72.4 D-    60.0-62.4  

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Students are expected to make regular visits to work on MyCourses. If you get behind in 

your readings and assignments, it will be MOST difficult to catch up. You can work in 

your own time frames. 

You are required to attend at least 2 Zoom meetings this semester. The times will be 

announced. 

 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS 

All assignments that have due dates are due on the assigned date. Late assignments will be 

marked down 10 points for every day the assignment is late. Assignments such as quizzes that 

are not received after 5 days will receive an F; assignments never submitted will receive a zero. 

Only in the case of emergency or serious illness will there be an exception. In the case of either, 

you must discuss the complication with the instructor no less than one day before the assignment 

is due. 

 

It is up to my discretion whether or not an extension will be granted for an assignment. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: No Incompletes will be given at the end of the semester unless there is a dire 

emergency. Written documentation must be provided. 

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

Academic dishonesty is defined as attempting to obtain academic credit for work that is not 

one’s own. Examples include: 

 

1. Copying another student’s answers on quizzes, discussion prompts, or exams; 



2. Obtaining, or attempting to obtain, answers to an exam in advance; 

3. Submitting a paper that was written by someone else; 

4. Submitting a paper that contains phrases, sentences, or paragraphs that were copied 

verbatim, or almost verbatim, from a work written by someone else, without making it 

clear that these were someone else’s through the use of appropriate citation conventions; 

5. Collaborating on a homework assignment when this was forbidden by instructor; 

6. Using unauthorized materials in completing assignments or exams; 

7. Submitting the same paper for more than one class without the express permission of the 

instructors involved. 

This list of examples is not exclusive. 

(http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicsregs/ethicalstandards.cfm) 

 

Any assignment submitted that is not your own work will receive a grade of zero. 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

In accordance with university policy, if you have a documented disability and require 

accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the 

beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and 

Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation to the 

Center, which is located in Pine Dale Hall, room 7136; phone: 508-999-8711. More information 

is available at http://www.umassd.edu/dss/. 

 

TITLE IX INFORMATION 

The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of 

ideas, to encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of 

critical and analytical thinking skills. In many classes, students and faculty examine and analyze 

challenging and controversial topics. If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress 

or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter with the instructor or seek out confidential 

resources available from the Counseling Center: http/://www.umassd.edu/counseling/; phone: 

508-999-8648 or 8650, or the victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender, and Sexuality. 

 

In an emergency, contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191, 24 hours a day. 

UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that 

faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual 

harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email. 

These disclosures include, but are not limited to, reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, 

relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate 

appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty 

member requires that the faculty member inform the University’s TITLE IX Coordinator 

in the Office of Diversity, Equity, and inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensures that the 

student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the 

disclosure not be shared. For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to 

http;://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/. 
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CHANGES TO SYLLABUS 

This syllabus is a guide. Every attempt is made to provide an accurate overview of the course. 

However, circumstances and events sometimes make it necessary for the instructor to modify the 

syllabus and calendar during the semester. This may depend, in part, on the progress, needs, and 

experiences of the students. Changes in the syllabus will be made with advance notice and in 

writing.  

 

NOTE: Students are responsible for the content of this syllabus. Please keep it for your 

reference. 

 


