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Course description 

 

This seminar will focus, in its first part, on a critical reading and discussion of key texts by the 

Brazilian historian, sociologist and anthropologist Gilberto Freyre that contributed to the gradual 

articulation of his highly influential doctrine of Lusotropicalism. We will consider 

Lusotropicalism broadly, as the ideology of Portuguese colonial exceptionalism that sustained 

late Portuguese colonialism and has continued to inform many aspects of Lusophone 

postcolonialism, particularly in Portugal. In parallel with texts by Freyre, we will read selected 

essays by his and our contemporary scholars and critcs who have commented on the development 

and substance of Lusotropicalism, on its political co-optation by the Portuguese colonial regime, 

and on its twentieth- and twenty-first century legacies. In the second part of the course, we will 

confront Lusotropicalism with a number of contemporary narrative and literary texts by women 

authors, all of which can be said to comment on and decontruct its tenets, whether directly or 

indirectly. Throughout the semester, we will also connect our excavation of Lusotropicalism to 

present-day racist and denialist agendas and anti-racist movements, which continue to reference 

the doctrine of Portuguese colonial exceptionalism, implicitly or explicitly, in their respective 

discourses. 

 

Course readings and resources 

 

All required readings are available as pdf files and web links in the myCourses site. Additional 

resources for discussions and seminar projects will also be posted on the site.  

 

Course requirements 

 

➢ Weekly attendance and active participation in the discussion are required.  

 

➢ There will be no final exam in the seminar, but an open-book, online midterm test will 

take place over a 48-hour period around November 3. The midterm will cover the texts 

by Freyre and critical/theoretical essays read in the first part of the course. 

 

➢ There will be a choice of written product to result from this seminar. You should decide 

and communicate your choice by the end of September (sooner if possible). The two 



possible products, both of which can be written in English and/or in Portuguese, are: 

 

o A traditional final research paper of +/- 5,000 words (approximately 15-16 

pages), due by December 16. 2-3 page proposal for the final paper will be due by 

November 26 (sooner if possible; further guidelines for the development of the 

proposal will be provided). This should be regarded as a first draft of an article 

ultimately to be published in an academic journal (with a conference paper as a 

possible intermediate step). 

 

o Two articles of approximately 2,000-2,500 words, aimed at a general public and 

to be published online. These should be viewed as “textos de intervenção” and can 

be on any topic and in any form (personal or impersonal, creative and/or 

argumentative) as long as they focus on the subject matter (broadly understood) of 

the seminar and draw in some way on seminar readings. Potential platforms for 

the publication of these texts will be discussed in the process of developing the 

projects, but publication does not need to be firmly secured by the end of the 

seminar and will not be part of the evaluation. There are no fixed deadlines for 

these submissions but at least one of them needs to be handed in by the end of 

November and both must be submitted by December 16. 

 

Evaluation 

 

30% Midterm exam 

60% Final project (research paper: 20% proposal, 40% paper; online articles: 30% each) 

10% Participation  

 

Course schedule 

 

8 de setembro  Introdução ao seminário: Lusotropicalismo hoje 

Barreiros, Marcos, Pereira e Coelho, “O Padre António Vieira no país dos 

cordiais”; Coelho, “O padre António Vieira e o sermão dos fetichistas”; 

Almeida, “Quando nos descolonizamos?” 

 

Freyre e arredores 

 

15 de setembro Os fundamentos do lusotropicalismo freyreano 

Freyre, Casa Grande e Senzala, prefácio à 1a edição & cap. I; Needell, 

“Identity, Race, Gender, and Modernity”; Klobucka, “Lusotropicalism, race 

and ethnicity” 

       

22 de setembro “A retomada freyreana” no Brasil 

Freyre, Casa Grande e Senzala, cap. III; Benzaquen de Araújo, Guerra e paz 

(excertos); Isfahani-Hammond, White Negritude (excertos); Dunn, “A 

Retomada Freyreana” 

 



29 de setembro O lusotropicalismo em Portugal 

Freyre, O Mundo que o Português Criou; Castelo, “A Recepção do Luso-

tropicalismo em Portugal”; Pereira, “Fermento da República”; Soares & 

Cardoso, O mundo em português: um diálogo (excerto); Moreira, “Revisitar 

Gilberto Freyre” 

 

6 de outubro  Freyre em viagem pelo império  

Freyre, excertos de Aventura e rotina, Um brasileiro em terras portuguesas & 

O Luso e o Trópico; Klobucka, “Translational Travails of Lusotropicalism” 

Conversa com Cristina Roldão, socióloga e ativista do movimento negro em 

Portugal 

 

13 de outubro  Não temos aula (“Follow Monday schedule”) 

 

20 de outubro  Freyre contestado 

Lopes, Cabo Verde visto por Gilberto Freyre; Andrade, “Qu’est-ce que le ‘luso 

tropicalismo’?”; Cabral, “A verdade sobre as colónias africanas de Portugal”; 

Boxer, Race Relations in the Portuguese Colonial Empire; Arenas, 

“Reverberações lusotropicais” 

 

27 de outubro  Freyre extrapolado 

Young, “O Atlântico lusotropical”; Hegelsson, “Black Atlantics”; Braga-Pinto, 

“The Sugar Daddy”; Nerín, “Mito franquista”; Ribeiro, “The Lusotropical 

Flavor of Modernization: Brazil-Africa Relations after 1960”; Cardão, “Foram 

oceanos de amor: Os descobrimentos portugueses na cultura pop dos anos 80”  

 

3 de novembro Teste de meio-semestre (online) 

 

O Império contra-escreve  

 

10 de novembro Isabela Figueiredo, Caderno de memórias coloniais 

Klobucka, “Love Is All You Need: Lusophone Affective Communities after 

Freyre” 

 

17 de novembro Paulina Chiziane, O alegre canto da perdiz  

 

24 de novembro Grada Kilomba, Memórias da plantação 

 

1 de dezembro  Patrícia Lino, O kit de sobrevivência do descobridor português no mundo 

anticolonial 

      Conversa com Patrícia Lino (autora e professora da Universidade da 

Califórnia em Los Angeles) 

            

8 de dezembro  Conclusões e apresentação dos projetos 


