
 

Course Information 
Course Name: Introduction to Anthropology 
Course ID: SOA 111-7101-CE1  
Semester: Fall 2020  
Mode: Online 

Instructor Information 
Name: Dr. Margarita Huayhua 
Email: Course Messages in myCourses, OR mhuayhua@umassd.edu 
Office Hours: Online; Fridays 4:00pm to 7:00pm or by  appointment 

Weekly Course Structure 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 Weekly start  

-Online SOA 111-
7101 

   Online 
Office hours 

Weekly end 

Course Description 
This is a 100 percent online course; it runs from Monday, September 2 to December 8. This course introduces 
students to the field of anthropology, and aims to provide students with the analytical tools that they need to 
think critically about the breadth of human cultural diversity across the world. Through readings, lectures, films, 
podcasts, interviews, discussions, and comparison we will examine key concepts, methods, and ethics that have 
guided ethnographic research, as well as the possibilities of using anthropology to tackle social inequities and 
diminish ethnocentric views over societies that does not resemble “ours”.  
 
UNIVERSITY STUDIES LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
1. Understanding and respecting different ways of life around the globe 
2. Explain the basic problems faced by society and cultures outside the U.S. or issues that shape 
societies globally 
3. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize material from a variety of sources 
4. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on global society 

 
Course Credits: 03 
Required Text: There is no need for a textbook. All course materials and assignments will be posted on and 
accessible through myCourses. They can be downloaded to build your own personal file. Each week topic 
includes reading and listening materials and films.  
Required Materials: You must have access to the online system through a desktop computer or laptop and 
printer. 

Course Objectives 
By the end of semester, students who satisfactorily complete the course should be able to: 
• explain the key concepts of anthropology in a coherent way; 
• describe the methods and issues surrounding ethnographic research; 
• recognize and identify commonalities that characterize all cultures; 
• explain cultural diversity as a key feature of human experience; 
• understand socio-cultural change occurring across the globe today; and  
• articulate how anthropology can be useful to tackle current global issues. 



Communication Plan 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is 
of a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the 
appropriate discussion board forum. I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business 
hours only. You can expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the workweek. You *may* get an 
email reply during the weekend, but that would be an exception not the rule. 
Discussion Board  
Please note all discussion boards are designed as a prime mechanism to communicate with one another and 
discuss course materials that pertain to the week and fit a particular course design. Therefore, all discussion 
boards are automatically timed to start and end at specific times. If you miss your discussion board, there is no 
catching-up time. Your participation in weekly discussions is a large portion of your final grade. You are 
expected to contribute experiences and ideas that promote discussion and understanding of the course concepts. 
In response to the given topic, you must author one well-considered initial post and one detailed response 
to a classmate’s post. Active discussions make online courses interesting and engaging for everyone. Both 
your initial post and classmate response should be about 200 words in length. To ensure your written comments 
are respectful and relevant, please plan and re-read each comment before posting it and remember that your 
audience will not have the benefit of social cues, tone of voice or body language. If a classmate’s post triggers 
you, ask for clarification from them directly before making assumptions.  
 
Substantive participation in online discussions should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to peer’s 
comments 

• Incorporate concepts from the readings, including those of the facilitator 
• Ask insightful questions 
• Answer other people’s questions 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible or examples from the reading 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 
• Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that 

are related to the course. 
• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective on 

an idea that is being discussed 
• Give insights gained from readings, films, and podcasts that were assigned for the week. If you need 

more information, ask the participants a question about the week’s reading 
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your 

personal and professional life. 
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 

questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the 
actual page) 

Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 6 to7 hours per week on readings and on course 
assignments. While you may feel that I am displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember 
that in a traditional “live” course you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 6-8 
hours (at least) outside of class on assignments and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation 
is that you will be spending those 3 “class hours” plus an additional hour on your own, working on the concepts 
that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 



Course Requirements and Expectations 
Discussion board (20%): Active participation is expected. Remember to prepare the martials before 

posting your response and replay. Having prepared the assigned materials will enable you to understand the 
theme or concept and participate in the course discussions and activities from a knowledgeable point-of-view. 
You should expect to spend about 6 to 7 hour per week to complete course preparation and assignments.  

First exam (10%), second exam (10%), and third exam (15%): The exams are based on the course 
materials (readings, films, podcasts, etc.). They include true or false questions, multiple choice, and short 
answers questions. There are no make-up exams. 

Ethnographic project 1 (20%): You will write an anthropological memoir based on your personal 
experiences, examining how your life have been shaped by social and cultural forces, conditions, and contexts. 
You shall submit the assignment by the due date (December 7). For details see guidelines #1. 

Project 2 producing instructional material (20%): In this project you will prepare instructional 
materials that would be used to introduce children (age 6-10) to key anthropological concepts. Yu must choose 
one concept and one type of instructional material. For details see guidelines #2. 

Reflective Paper (10%): This final assignment is a two pages paper. Instructions will be posted on 
myCourses. 
Grade Distribution 
Discussion Board  20% 
First exam (10%), second exam (15%), and third exam (10%)  35% 
Ethnographic Project 1 (December 07) 
Multimedia Ethnographic Project 1 Presentation (week 14) 

 20% 

Project 2 Producing Instructional Material  15% 
A Reflective Paper (December 8)  10%   
Total 100% 

 
Grading scale 
A 93-100  B- 80-82  D+ 66-69 
A- 90-92  C+ 76-79  D 63-65 
B+ 86-89  C 73-75  D- 60-62 
B 83-85  C- 70-72  F <60  
Late Assignments: 
Late assignments and exams will NOT be accepted. You should be engaged with the course materials and be 
ready to post your responses and comments and submit your assignments on time. If you miss an exam or 
assignment, they will not be excused.  

Attendance Policy 
Online attendance is mandatory and participation in discussion boards is critical to the learning process—20% 
of your grade is based on your online participation. 

Incomplete Policy 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the 
instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. 
If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an 
F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an 
exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an 
exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then 
decide on a course of action. 

Course Conduct 
UMass Dartmouth policies regarding equal opportunity, discrimination, harassment, and sexual violence apply 
to all learning environments wherever they are located and from wherever they are taught. This applies to all 



UE face-to-face, off campus, blended, and online courses. Please see the Office of Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion policies page for more information. Furthermore, in this course you will be exposed to difference and 
diversity.  Please respect these differences and refrain from using pejorative language. 

Student Academic Integrity Policy 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly 
practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to 
understand required academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional dishonesty. A student found 
responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may include dismissal from 
the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of academic dishonesty may be found in Section III of 
this document. You may also refer to the Student Handbook for information about the judicial process. 
 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the intellectual 
accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values 
are undermined by academic dishonesty. 
 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and integrity are 
necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all academic work be wholly the 
product of an identified individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance of others 
is explicitly acknowledged and deemed appropriate by the instructor of the course. Ethical conduct is the 
obligation of every member of the University community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious 
offenses. Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this policy 
depend on the mutual cooperation of faculty and students. 
 
Students should be aware that if we detect cheating and plagiarism, we will report them. Students are expected 
to assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in any other work 
designated in our course. Students are also expected to report incidents of academic dishonesty to the instructor 
or dean of the instructional unit. See details at 
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic- regulations-and-procedures/  
The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth. 
 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass Dartmouth Student 
Academic Integrity Policy. 

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to 
obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide 
the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when 
you bring proper documentation to the Center. 

Other Resources for UMass Dartmouth Students 
Tutoring 
If you have difficulty with the coursework, please: 

• Contact me directly using the contact information listed at the top of this document. 
• Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support at www.umassd.edu/arc:  

Phone number: 508.999.8710 or contact them by email ccortes@umassd.edu. 
• For help with writing assignments you can also make use of https://www.umassd.edu/wrc/ and  

https://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/tutoring/.  
Online tutoring can also be accessed by clicking the "Online Tutoring" link at the top of the myCourses 
Dashboard. 

Technical Help 

http://www.umassd.edu/eeo/boardoftrusteesuniversitydocuments/
http://www.umassd.edu/eeo/boardoftrusteesuniversitydocuments/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://www.umassd.edu/arc
mailto:ccortes@umassd.edu
https://www.umassd.edu/wrc/
https://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/tutoring/


• 24/7 email, live-chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses support portal, or 
https://instructionaldev.umassd.edu/mycoursesstudents/. 
Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies is available at 
https://www.umassd.edu/cits/newstudent/, and https://my.umassd.edu/group/myumassd/coin-for-
students. 

NOTE: IN CASE OF TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES WITH myCourses and whenever the system is 
down you may experience difficulties submitting assignments and participating in discussion boards. 
Please be patient, as we will try to reconnect once all is operating. 
[Assignments, dates, and other details in this syllabus are subject to change.] 

Course Schedule 
 
Unit Start/ 
End Dates 

Unit Topic Student Responsibilities 

Week 1 
September 
2-6 
 

Week 1: 
Introduction  
Overview of 
course and 
requirements,  
 
 

Read: American Anthropological Association. 2017. “What is 
anthropology?” 

http://www.americananthro.org/AdvanceYourCareer/Content.aspx?Item
Number=2150 

American Anthropological Association. 2012. “Statement on Ethics.” 
http://ethics.americananthro.org/category/statement/ 
Watch: Doing Anthropology [8:13 mins.]        
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BhCruPBvSjQ  
Discussion Board due September 5 

Week 2 
September 7-
13 

Week 2: 
Fieldwork 

Read: Guest, K. 2016. “Ethnography.”  
Watch: Tales From The Jungle: Malinowski [episodes 1 to 6]  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f22VsAlOwbc&list=PLD00AA5F94
0FCCA89   
Discussion Board due September 12 

Week 3 
September 14-
20 

Week 3: 
Culture 

 

Read: Guest, K. 2016. “Culture.”  
Watch:  Himalaya, Land of Women (2008) Marianne Chaud, 58 mins. 

http://search.alexanderstreet.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/anthropolo
gy/view/work/bibliographic_entity%7Cvideo_work%7C1870893 

 Discussion Board due September 19 
Week 4 
September 21-
27 

Week 4: 
Language  
 
 

Read: Guest, K. 2016. “Language.” 
Watch: American Tongues (1988) Louis Alvarez, Andrew Kolker 
[episodes 1, 3, 4 to 7]  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0dMTgA5mxg&index=1&list=PL
A5A8E4EA074CD3F3 
Listen: First Language Attrition 
https://www.scpr.org/programs/offramp/2012/04/05/25912/first-
language-attrition-why-my-parents-and-i-dont/  
Discussion Board due September 26 
First Exam Friday, September 25 

Week 5 
September 28- 
October 04 

Week 5: “Race” 
and Racism  

Read: Desmond, Matthew and Mustafa Emirbayer. 2010. “The Invention 
of Race” In Racial Domination Racial Progress: The Sociology of Race 
in America. New York: McGraw-Hill Higher Education 
Film: Race Are We So Different? http://www.understandingrace.org/  
http://www.understandingrace.org/History  
Follow the three sections: 1-History, 2-Human Variation, 3-Lived 
Experience 
Discussion Board due September October 03 

http://umd.echelp.org/
https://instructionaldev.umassd.edu/mycoursesstudents/
https://www.umassd.edu/cits/newstudent/
https://my.umassd.edu/group/myumassd/coin-for-students
https://my.umassd.edu/group/myumassd/coin-for-students
http://www.americananthro.org/AdvanceYourCareer/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=2150
http://www.americananthro.org/AdvanceYourCareer/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=2150
http://ethics.americananthro.org/category/statement/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BhCruPBvSjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f22VsAlOwbc&list=PLD00AA5F940FCCA89
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f22VsAlOwbc&list=PLD00AA5F940FCCA89
http://search.alexanderstreet.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/anthropology/view/work/bibliographic_entity%7Cvideo_work%7C1870893
http://search.alexanderstreet.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/anthropology/view/work/bibliographic_entity%7Cvideo_work%7C1870893
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0dMTgA5mxg&index=1&list=PLA5A8E4EA074CD3F3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0dMTgA5mxg&index=1&list=PLA5A8E4EA074CD3F3
https://www.scpr.org/programs/offramp/2012/04/05/25912/first-language-attrition-why-my-parents-and-i-dont/
https://www.scpr.org/programs/offramp/2012/04/05/25912/first-language-attrition-why-my-parents-and-i-dont/
http://www.understandingrace.org/
http://www.understandingrace.org/History


Unit Start/ 
End Dates 

Unit Topic Student Responsibilities 

Week 6 
October 5-11 

Week 6: Native 
Americans and 
Land  

Read: Whitely, Peter. 2002. “Ties that Bind: Hopi Gift Culture and its 
First Encounter with the United States.” 
http://anthropologyman.com/files/13_Ties_That_Bind.pdf 
Watch: A Conversation with Native Americans on Race 
https://vimeo.com/240740034  
Tasunke Witko (Crazy Horse): A Documentary Film 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnRzS_voHus  
Unspoken: American’s Native American Boarding Schools 
https://www.pbs.org/video/unspoken-americas-native-american-
boarding-schools-oobt1r/  
At the Edge of Conquest: The Journey of the Chief Wai-Wai (1992), 
Geoffrey OConnor  
http://search.alexanderstreet.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/anth/view/work/1
689314 
Discussion Board due October 10 

Week 7 
October 12-18 
 

Week 7: 
Gender and 
Sexuality I 
 

Read: Mukhopadhyay, Carol and Tami Blumenfield. 2020. “Gender and 
Sexuality,” pp. 231-250 In Perspectives: An Open Introduction to 
Cultural Anthropology. Edited by Nina Brown, Thomas McIlwraith, 
Laura Tubelle de González 
American Culture Expressed Through Breakfast Cereals and Sexuality 
Watch: What can we learn from the Na? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFUnKQ0HTGs  
Discussion Board due October 17 

Week 8 
October 19-25 

Week 8: 
Gender and 
Sexuality II 

Read: Continue reading “Gender and Sexuality,” pp. 250-271 
Chase, Cheryl. 1998. “Hermaphrodites with Attitude.” GLQ Journal of 
Lesbian and Gay Studies 4(2): 189-211 
Watch: The dangerous ways ads see women 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy8yLaoWybk&t=4s 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. 2013. We should all be feminists 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc 
Discussion Board due October 24  
Second Exam Friday, October 23 

Week 9 
October 26- 
November 01 

Week 9: 
Kinship and 
Marriage 

Read: Guest K. 2016. “Kinship, Family, and Marriage” 
Anderson, Scott. 2010. “The Polygamists.” National Geography 
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010/02/polygamists/anderson-text 
Watch: The Women's Kingdom PBS 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ublvgSLpe7A 
Diagrams 
Discussion Board due October 30 

Week 10 
November 2-8 

Week 10: Food 
Procurement, 
Economy, and 
Globalization  

Read: Guest K. 2016. “The Global Economy.” 
Watch: The Hunt: https://www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/nukak 
Living with Nomads (Mongolia-Full Documentary) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmUHLX-p_e4  
Children of the Maize- From Kernel to Tortilla in Rural Oaxaca, Mexico 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5huPYMG7pB8  
Ixim: A Mayan story about corn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSCrI_BT-Sg 
The botany of desire/potatoes [1:22:34-1:56:28] 
hhttps://naturedocumentaries.org/126/the-botany-of-desire/ 

http://anthropologyman.com/files/13_Ties_That_Bind.pdf
https://vimeo.com/240740034
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnRzS_voHus
https://www.pbs.org/video/unspoken-americas-native-american-boarding-schools-oobt1r/
https://www.pbs.org/video/unspoken-americas-native-american-boarding-schools-oobt1r/
http://search.alexanderstreet.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/anth/view/work/1689314
http://search.alexanderstreet.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/anth/view/work/1689314
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFUnKQ0HTGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy8yLaoWybk&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010/02/polygamists/anderson-text
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ublvgSLpe7A
https://umassd.umassonline.net/bbcswebdav/pid-547596-dt-content-rid-1785995_1/xid-1785995_1
https://www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/nukak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmUHLX-p_e4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5huPYMG7pB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSCrI_BT-Sg
http://www.pbs.org/thebotanyofdesire/video-michael-pollan-potatoes.php


Unit Start/ 
End Dates 

Unit Topic Student Responsibilities 

The dark Side of Chocolate 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15dJwA-xaVA 
Discussion Board due November 7 

Week 11 
November 9-
15 
 

Week 11: 
Culture and 
Sustainability 
 

Read: Guest, K. 2020. “Environment and Sustainability.” 
Listen: How the Future Looked 50 Years Ago 
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2014/08/15/340669390/episode-
561-how-the-future-looked-50-years-ago  
Dangerous Flowers: The Impact of the cut flower industry in Kenya 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xKtm7KNiO4  
Discussion Board due November 14 

Week 12 
November 16-
22 

Week 12: 
Health and 
Medicine I 
 

Read: Guest, K. 2020 “Health, Illness, and the Body.” 
Watch: Mental Health in the Time of COVID-19 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkGgmb2qFaM&feature=emb_rel_
end  
The botany of desire/cannabis [55:52-1:22:33] 
https://naturedocumentaries.org/126/the-botany-of-desire/  
Is the Obesity Crisis Hiding a Bigger Problem?  
https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_attia_is_the_obesity_crisis_hiding_a_bi
gger_problem  
Discussion Board due November 21 

Week 13 
Nov. 23-29 
 

Week 13: 
Health and 
Medicine II 

Watch: What The People of the Amazon Know That You Don’t 
https://www.ted.com/talks/mark_plotkin_what_the_people_of_the_amaz
on_know_that_you_don_t?language=en#t-217199 
 
Third Exam, Monday, November 23 

Week 14 
November 30-
December 8 

Week 14:  
Wrap up 

 
Multimedia Ethnographic Project 1 Presentation 
 

Submit Final Ethnographic Project 1 due December 7 
 
Submit Reflective Paper due December 8 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15dJwA-xaVA
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2014/08/15/340669390/episode-561-how-the-future-looked-50-years-ago
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2014/08/15/340669390/episode-561-how-the-future-looked-50-years-ago
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xKtm7KNiO4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkGgmb2qFaM&feature=emb_rel_end
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkGgmb2qFaM&feature=emb_rel_end
https://naturedocumentaries.org/126/the-botany-of-desire/
https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_attia_is_the_obesity_crisis_hiding_a_bigger_problem
https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_attia_is_the_obesity_crisis_hiding_a_bigger_problem
https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_attia_is_the_obesity_crisis_hiding_a_bigger_problem
https://www.ted.com/talks/mark_plotkin_what_the_people_of_the_amazon_know_that_you_don_t?language=en#t-217199
https://www.ted.com/talks/mark_plotkin_what_the_people_of_the_amazon_know_that_you_don_t?language=en#t-217199
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