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COURSE OVERVIEW 

In this class, students learn to analyze and apply the argumentative moves that writers make in academic and professional 
discourse: argument by fact, definition, evaluation, causes, and proposition. Students begin by learning the Toulmin Model 
for argumentation. This theoretical model provides the basis for analyzing and applying argumentative structures and for 
understanding that arguments are part of a cultural context—in other words, writers and audiences have values and 
assumptions that shape the ways in which they define, discuss, and argue about issues.  
 
In all units, our coursework invites students to not only identify and analyze texts for the ways in which arguments are 
structured, but to also assess those arguments in relation to their claims, reasons, and warrants. In addition, students work 
on their writing to develop a command of grammar, punctuation, and word usage, and to craft sentences, paragraphs, and 
documents that lead readers through the writer’s arguments and achieve the writer’s purpose. 

 
This course meets the University Studies 1C Learning Outcomes. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Course-Specific Learning Outcomes. After completing Intermediate Composition, students will be able to: 

▪ Analyze and discuss the ways in which writers use argumentation principles to achieve their purpose 
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▪ Apply argumentation principles, incorporating claims and evidence and demonstrating an awareness of the 
assumptions and values that substantiate an issue  

▪ Demonstrate purposeful command of sentences, paragraphs, and the document as a whole to achieve your purpose 
▪ Manage writing and review processes, using effective research methods and demonstrating a developed use of 

grammar, punctuation, and usage in written work 

 
Cluster 1C Learning Outcomes. After completing this course, students will be able to: 

▪ Read with comprehension and critically interpret and evaluate written work in discipline-specific context 
▪ Demonstrate rhetorically effective, discipline-specific writing for appropriate audiences 
▪ Demonstrate, at an advanced level of competence, use of discipline-specific control of language, modes of 

development, and formal conventions 
▪ Demonstrate intermediate information literacy skills by selecting, evaluating, integrating, and documenting 

information gathered from multiple sources into discipline-specific writing 

TEXTS & TECHNOLOGY 

The textbooks must be purchased/rented by the end of Week 1. I will provide scanned copies of the first week’s readings.  
▪ Everything’s an Argument, Sixth Edition by Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz. Bedford/St. Martin’s: 2016. 

ISBN: 978-1-319-08575-9.  
o You are welcome to use a different edition, but be aware that chapter numbers and pages are different. 

▪ A Writer’s Reference by Diana Hacker and Nancy Sommers. Bedford/St. Martin’s. 
▪ Additional readings to be distributed/printed from MC 

 
Fully Online Format | MyCourses: This course is fully online. This means that all class elements of the course are contained 
and/or linked through our MC site. Our course uses the MC platform to assign homework, quizzes, essays and supplemental 
readings/materials. Your participation on MC is required and so you need regular access to email and Internet. You are 
responsible for keeping up with the web components of the course, including discussion boards, tests, assignment 
submissions, etc.. All work must be submitted via myCourses; work is not accepted via email. 
 
Helpdesk: For assistance, please consult the myCourses Students Help and Information Guide, email 
mycourseshelp@umassd.edu, or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-8505 during normal business hours. (Mon-Fri 8:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m.). During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at 
http://umd.echelp.org/ 

A-Z EXPECTATIONS: UNIVERSITY | COURSE | CLASS  

Academic Integrity: Students are expected to be honest in/with all academic work. A student’s name on any written work, 
quiz or exam shall be regarded as assurance that the work is the result of the student’s own independent thought and study. 
Work should be stated in the student’s own words, and properly attributed to its source. 
 
Intentional academic dishonesty, such as cheating and plagiarism, has serious consequences. If you reach the point with an 
assignment when either of the above seem like a good option, come talk to me. This course is meant to help you learn how 
to read and write complex arguments, and my responsibility is to help guide you through the challenging process. If you need 
help understanding when or how to give credit to other’s work or to avoid academic dishonesty, please ask. 
 
University Policy: http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedures/ 
 
Academic Support: Our classroom is one place to learn, but you have access to many other spaces. I encourage you to check 
them all out; the more varied your academic interactions, the more you can sharpen your skills and broaden your ideas. A 
partial list of official support services: 

• Academic Advising Services: http://www.umassd.edu/acadvising 

• Academic Resource Center (ARC): http://www.umassd.edu/arc 

• Center for Access and Success: http://www.umassd.edu/dss 

• Multi-Literacy & Communication Center: https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center  

• Writing and Reading Center (WRC): http://www.umassd.edu/wrc 
 

mailto:mycourseshelp@umassd.edu
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedures/
http://www.umassd.edu/acadvising
http://www.umassd.edu/arc
http://www.umassd.edu/dss
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center
http://www.umassd.edu/wrc
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Accommodations for Learning Differences and Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and require accommodations 
to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with me at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center, which is located in Pine Dale Hall, Room 7136. You may contact the center at 508.999.8711 or 
via email at: mailto:access_success@umassd.edu. 
 
You can learn more about the university's procedures for accommodating students with disabilities by referring to the 
following website: http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 
 
Communication & Email: In addition to your personal work ethic, meeting with me can help you be successful in this course. If 
you have questions about or are struggling with the class in general, a paper, or a specific concept, please email me to 
schedule a conference. It is University policy that students are responsible for all official correspondence sent to their 
standard UMD e-mail address (@umassd.edu). Please check your UMD email regularly. My email is mfair@umassd.edu.  
 
Excluding schools breaks and holidays, I will respond to all weekday emails within 24 hours and weekend emails within 48 
hours. I do not check email regularly after 5 pm.  
 
Deadlines & Notes 

• Pass/Fail: Pass/Fall is not available for this course. 

• Add/Drop Deadline: 1/28/2020 

• Withdrawal Deadline: 4/10/2020 

• Incompletes: There are no incompletes for this course. 
 
Electronic Devices: To successfully complete this course, you will need regular and consistent access to computer technology, 
including, but not limited to a word processer and the Internet. As a UMassD student, you are entitled to a free download of 
Microsoft Office. You may also create documents through our University’s One Drive. 
 
Emergencies: The University has several ways of communicating campus emergencies, such as weather-related closings. The 
UMassD homepage will also keep you informed. You can sign up for notice at 
https://my.umassd.edu/group/myumassd/myalert.  
 
Ethics: Some course content may be deemed controversial or sensitive in nature. Each person in this class is an equal 
member deserving of respect and consideration. While you may not be sensitive to a particular issue or topic, that does not 
mean someone else in the class is not—choose your words with care. By the same measure, if you are uncomfortable with 
the material, I encourage you to contact me so that we can address concerns and, if necessary, discuss alternative methods 
of learning. 
 
Title IX: If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter 
with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling, 508-999-8648 or - 8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and 
Sexuality, http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence, 508-910-4584. In an emergency contact the Department of Public Safety 
at 508-999-9191 24 hrs/day. 
 
Workload/Federal Credit Hours: According to the Federal Credit Hour Standards, one credit hour is an amount of work 
represented in intended learning outcomes and is not less than: 

(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each 
week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one semester or the equivalent amount of work 
over a different amount of time. 

 
Because this is a 3-credit class, you can expect to complete approximately 9 hours of coursework per week. You should plan 
each work week in advance. 
 

COURSE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

mailto:access_success@umassd.edu
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
mailto:mfair@umassd.edu
https://www.umassd.edu/engineering/mne/about/facilities/software-available-to-students/
https://my.umassd.edu/group/myumassd/myalert
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence
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GRADE DISTRIBUTION 

 

Assignment % of Grade 

Minor Assignments (A#, Journals, DBs, Quizzes, etc.) 37% 

Major Assignments (Essays)  60% 

Final Reflection 3% 

MINOR ASSIGNMENTS 

Homework Assignments: These are varied (and indicated on the syllabus by A#), though all provide an informal setting 
through which you will begin to develop your understanding and application of the various argument structures we study. 
Late homework will not earn credit.  

▪ To avoid losing your work due to Internet issues, always type and SAVE your homework in Word before pasting it 
into the forum.  

 
Question/Comment Discussion Board: This is our “class discussion” venue. These are conversational forums where I invite you 
to ask questions and post comments. IN this way, if the question pertains to all students, I’m able to answer it in the forum 
rather than via individual email. You should feel free to respond to each other. 
 
Peer Review: Peer review is perhaps the most rewarding part of this course—of any good writing course. You will benefit 
(beyond your expectations) from your critical reading and commenting of peer drafts, as well as from the feedback you 
review. All students are required to participate in peer review. If you miss a peer review, you must complete a peer review 
with a qualified peer. 
 
Quizzes: Throughout the semester there are online quizzes that assess your comprehension and commitment to 
assignments. These allow me to gauge student understanding and course pace. Because you have two opportunities to take 
each quiz, and they are open-note, they are also incredible learning and point-scoring opportunities. Late quizzes do not earn 
credit. 

MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS 

Turning in work on time (and keeping in open dialogue when faced with extenuating circumstances) is a key feature of 
professionalism.  
 
Deadlines: Assignments are due by the start of class on the indicated date (see Schedule of Assignments) via MC.  

▪ Late Assignments: For Major Assignments 1-3, I will accept papers up to two weeks beyond the original deadline. 
For each week a paper is late, there is a 5% deduction off the essay grade. 1-7 days late = -5%; 8-14 days = -10%. 

▪ Final Major Assignment: For Major Assignment 4, I will accept late essays up to 1 week beyond the original deadline 
with a 10% deduction. 

 
Grading by SafeAssign: As a condition of continued enrollment in this course, you agree to submit all assignments to the 
SafeAssign services for textual comparison or originality review for the detection of possible plagiarism. All submitted 
assignments will be included in the UMass Dartmouth dedicated databases of SafeAssign assignments. These databases of 
assignments will be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism during the grading process and during this 
term and in the future. Students who do not submit their papers electronically to the selected service will be required to 
submit copies of the cover page and first cited page of each source listed in the bibliography with the final paper in order to 
receive a grade on the assignment. 
 
Submission Format: Format guidelines are described and modeled in myCourses/Writing Guides 

▪ MLA format: appropriate spacing, margins, & font  
▪ MLA headers Title, & Works Cited Page 
▪ Course-specific format: Audience, Thesis & Word Count 

  



Fair | ENL 260 Online- Syllabus 

Page 5 of 5 

 

COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE 

Students complete four major assignments, applying the argumentative frameworks studied in class. In the first unit, the 
Toulmin Model for argumentation is introduced. This theoretical model provides the basis for analyzing and applying the 
argumentative structures learned by providing a vocabulary to describe argument, but to also help students understand that 
arguments are part of a cultural context—in other words, writers and audiences have values and assumptions that shape the 
ways in which they define, discuss, and argue about issues. Written homework and class discussions also emphasize this 
focus on context, asking students to not only identify and analyze texts for the ways in which arguments are structured, but 
to also assess those arguments in relation to its audience, context, and purpose. 
 
In addition, students practice writing skills, working on these elements: Basic grammar, Grammatical sentences, Sentence 
style, Word choice 
 

- Argument by Fact: In this unit, students analyze a text, paying attention to how it uses facts, and write a factual 
argument about the writer’s establish objectivity. 

- Argument by Definition: To understand the elements of definition and the ways in which those elements work, 
students compare and contrast two arguments about the same issue, identifying the definitions, figurative language, 
and visuals for the ways in which the writers define and configure an issue for an audience. 

- Evaluation Argument: Students write to evaluate a product or service for a web-based audience. 
- Causal Arguments: In this unit, students write a causal argument, using evidence to support their claims.  

 
Evaluation: Your arguments will be evaluated on these elements: claim, evidence, depth of analysis, organization, command 
of sentence, paragraph and document structure, and mechanical details, including conventional errors and citations. 


