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Professor: Dr. Shari M. Evans 
Office:  LARTS 323 
Office #: 508-910-6522 (but LArts is closed, so email is best)  
Email:  sevans@umassd.edu 
Office Hours: by appointment via phone or Zoom 

 

   

 

Syllabus 
ENL 385/WGS 347: Contemporary Native American Literature  

 

 

Course Description 
This brand-new course examines contemporary Native American poetry, fiction, essays, and theories 
as both expressions and interrogations of Indian and tribal identity and culture and as strategies for 
survival within the larger American context. While we will focus on contemporary writers and the 
literature they produce, we will also look at specific Native oral traditions and tropes (like the 
Trickster) and the historic, cultural, social, religious, aesthetic, and political contexts out of which 
contemporary Native Americans write. This means we will think about the significant issues facing 
American Indian people on reservations, in cities, and across the nation from stereotypes and 
discrimination to addiction, domestic violence and hate crimes; social, political, and economic 
opportunities and disenfranchisement; and more. Most importantly, we will think about how Native 
American writers imagine themselves, and how Native writers imagine identity, self, place, nature and 
nation, and look closely and think about celebration, ceremony, and living cultures, cosmologies, and 
encounters. Who will we read? Joy Harjo, Louise Erdrich, Simon Ortiz, Gerald Vizenor, Louis 
Owens, Leslie Marmon Silko, Tommy Orange, Cherie Dimaline and more! 
 
Along the way, you will develop your critical reading, writing, research and presentation skills with a 
variety of writing assignments that culminate in a research-based analytical project. 
 
In addition to the English major, this course supports the LAR major, the new Communications 
major, and the Urban Studies and Women’s and Gender Studies programs. 
 

mailto:sevans@umassd.edu


  
Course Description: 
Course Goals: 
By the end of the semester, you will be able to: 

• Recognize, articulate, and connect key tropes, concepts, and trends (like trickster, irony, 
‘survivance’) in Native American literature and theory 

• Articulate and examine images and ideas of the “Indian” in literary and theoretical texts 

• Examine oral and written cultural expression by Native writers across genres 

• Situate major historical moments and their effects on NA culture, identity, and literature 

• Articulate, examine, and compare theoretical ideas of Native American literature 

• Hone critical reading, writing, and research skills 

• Evaluate, present, and engage theoretical and literary work 

• Develop your own critical analysis, original ideas, and research about the literature 
 
Course Texts: 

• Cherie Dimaline, The Marrow Thieves (2017) 

• Louise Erdrich, The Roundhouse (2013) 

• N. Scott Momaday, House Made of Dawn (1969) 

• Tommy Orange, There, There (2019) 

• Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (1977) 

• Assorted short stories, poems, memoirs, essays, and theoretical pieces available for you to 
download on our MyCourses site. 

• A Modern Language Association guide to style (see the MLA Handbook for Writers of 
Research Papers(8th edition). For help, see Purdue Owl and their handy MLA guide. 

 
Course Policies & Support: 

Communication: Post questions that might be relevant to all students on the course Q & A 
discussion board. If no one else responds (and feel free to help your peers out!), I will respond 
within 48 hours. If over the weekend, expect a response on Monday. If you have a personal 
issue or something you feel more comfortable communicating individually, please feel free to 
email me. The same time-frame applies. Most of the time, I will be much quicker, though! 
 
Reading:  You are expected to keep up with the assigned reading and to be prepared to discuss 
these readings with each other. While I will be providing lecture notes and links to additional 
resources, this is not a course in which I dictate your learning. Your grade will directly 
reflect your individual efforts to grappling with the course material. I expect a certain level of 
dedication, understanding, and ability to discuss material. However, if there is something you 
do not understand, I expect you to do whatever is necessary to gain understanding (i.e., bring it 
up on the course web discussion board, do outside reading, talk to me outside of class). 
 
Written Work:  Written work is expected to be 1) turned in on time, 2) saved in the 
appropriate format, and 3) accurate. In other words, take care with your work: Take care with 
your writing. Make sure to spell check and proofread them.  If I cannot understand your 
writing, I cannot (and will not) grade your work. When writing papers for me, be sure they are 
double-spaced with one-inch margins, in size 12 Times New Roman or Garamond font, with 
sources documented in MLA format. Don’t manipulate margins or fonts. Page limits are 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
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guidelines unless otherwise stated. Late work will NOT be accepted without a legitimate 
excuse.  If you have not received approval to turn something in late, you will fail the 
assignment. Assignments must be uploaded as Word (.doc or .docx) documents, and should 
follow the guidelines for titling assignments. 
 
Late Policy: Online courses hold to the same requirements as a face to face class: assignments 
are due at by their due date. Assignments that are turned in later than 72 hours 
are not accepted.  For each 24-hour period, the assignment loses 5 points for lateness. Late 
discussion postings penalties are explained in the discussion board grading rubric provided in 
our first lesson. Of course, if there is a documented medical or family emergency, you should 
contact me to discuss the assignment and deadline. 
 
Equal Access: Qualified students with documented disabilities needing appropriate academic 
adjustments should contact me ASAP to ensure your needs are met in a timely manner. For 
help with documentation, see the Center for Access and Success (Pine Dale Hall, Room 
7136/ E-mail access_success@umassd.edu / 508.999.8711. The Access and Success 
Website has more information.  
 
Academic Support: Please make use of the new Multiliteracy and Communication Center, 
where students can receive feedback from experienced peer tutors on many types of 
assignments, including essays, presentations, public speaking, design-based projects, and any 
other work involving writing or communication. Appointments can be made online at the 
MCC's website  or by visiting the MCC in LARTS 219.   
 
Academic Honesty & Plagiarism—Take this seriously: I do! Plagiarism is, broadly, taking 
credit for someone else’s ideas. Using the words or ideas of anyone other than yourself and 
pretending that those words or ideas are your own results in failure for the course and 
automatic referral to the Dean of Students. Avoid plagiarism by carefully citing your sources 
whenever you use someone else’s words or ideas. Common acts of plagiarism or violations of 
the academic integrity policy include submitting an assignment: 

• Written by someone else as if it were your own 

• Written collaboratively with someone else without permission or acknowledgment 

• Purchased, downloaded, or cut and pasted in whole or in part from the internet or 
another source 

• Written for another class and resubmitted without acknowledgment or permission 

• That does not properly acknowledge or cite its sources (for example, quotations, 
sentences missing quotation marks or citation, and ideas from another source or another 
person). 

• If you are unsure about a citation, ask! Here are some helpful web resources on 
plagiarism: Purdue OWL's handy guide and one from UC Davis. You should familiarize 
yourself with the plagiarism policy as outlined in the Student Handbook or the 
undergraduate catalogue. For the UMass Dartmouth policy, please see the UMass 
Dartmouth Student Handbook's statement on academic honesty.  

 
Course Incomplete Policy:  According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be 
given only in exceptional circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be 
passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not 

mailto:access_success@umassd.edu
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://umassd.mywconline.net/
https://umassd.mywconline.net/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_plagiar.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_plagiar.html%3E,http:/sja.ucdavis.edu/avoid.htm.
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm.
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm.
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completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an 
F(I).  The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already 
completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you 
require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons 
for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action and complete the 
required paperwork. 
  
MLA Documentation: With each of your written assignments, your quotations and works 
citied pages will be checked. “Errors” in citation will not be looked upon kindly and, in more 
serious cases, may result in disciplinary action. Remember, with each assignment, you need to 
include a Works Cited page and follow proper MLA (Modern Language Association) 
documentation. Purdue OWL offers a great resource on MLA citation.  
 
Student Technical Help: The university offers assistance for all technical aspects of online 
learning. Make use of it! They will have answers I do not have. 
 
UMass Dartmouth Library 
You will be making use of our library resources for your Short Essays and your Final Research-
based Project. Make yourself familiar by looking at the Guide to Library Services. My favorite is 
Inter-Library loan.  

 
 
Course Requirements: 

While this is a fully online course, that doesn’t mean that you are going to be treated as empty 
receptacles to be filled with knowledge. Instead, think of this as a course where you are full 
participants in the creation of knowledge. That means you are expected to engage fully with the 
works we read, the lecture materials, and one another. While we won’t be meeting together 
synchronously, you will be interacting with one another (and me!) on our course site, and 
together, we will be thinking critically, creatively, and deeply about the texts and ideas we 
encounter. To that end: do your best to always be prepared and ready to engage in an active, 
respectful discussion of the texts we read and of your peers' ideas. You will complete a variety 
of written and oral assignments to help us engage the creative and theoretical texts and tropes 
in Native American literature: Discussion Board & VoiceThread assignments, a short essay and 
presentation on a novel, a critical response paper and presentation on a theoretical text, and a 
collaborative Glossary of cultural, historic, and contextual information. Additionally, you will be 
completing an original multi-part research-based final analytical essay. 

  
   OUT OF 1000 POINTS TOTAL 

                       
ASSIGNMENTS  POINT SCALE 

Discussion Boards 180 

Favorite Poem VoiceThread Assignments 50 

Collaborative Glossary 50 

Short Essay + Presentation 150 

Theory Response + Presentation 170 

Final Project (Proposal, AB, Res. Pres, Paper) 400 

Total 1000 points  

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices/
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Expectations:  
This course approaches learning and the creation of knowledge as a collaborative process, 
dependent upon active and energetic participation from all of us. The texts and your close 
reading of them are both crucial elements of the knowledge we will create. Your reaction to and 
interpretation of each text is of central importance and will serve as the basis of class 
discussion, your written work, and your collaborative work. As the semester progresses, you 
should become increasingly comfortable with your individual powers of critical thinking and 
literary analysis, and in your ability to make connections and notice patterns. 
 

Assignments & Evaluation: 
This course is designed to improve your skills in critically thinking, reading, and writing about 
literature and to increase your knowledge and understanding of Native American literature 
through close reading. Written assignments demand close analysis of literary texts and proper 
MLA documentation in all works.  Presentations ask students to demonstrate their knowledge 
and understanding in the subject. 
 
Discussion Board Postings (13 for 20 points each; 2 for 10 points each; total 180 
points):  This class depends a great deal upon the discussion board conversations (threads). 
There will be thirteen content-based discussion boards in which you are expected to participate. 
Directions will be included with each board and they typically require you to post a response 
about the assigned readings. Two discussion boards are our course introductions and final 
comments; they are worth only 10 points each. The other thirteen boards focus on critically 
talking about the readings.  
 
Please take time to plan accordingly. Remember, we never meet face to face; thus, the boards 
are where we generate the classroom conversations that typically occur in the face-to-face 
environment. Your voice is vital to the development of our communal knowledge about the 
issues and readings we will address in the next fourteen weeks. At times, discussions will ask 
you to do some library research. 
 
You will find a rubric for the DBs following the DB2 assignment in Week 2 and under 
“Assignments.” 
 
Favorite Poem Voice Threads (2 for 25 points each: total 50 points): One of the most 
important things to do when reading poetry is to read it out loud, and this is even more 
necessary when reading Native American poetry, as its foundation is in oral tradition. So, to this 
end, I’m having you choose a favorite poem from our selections, and do three things with it: 

• Record yourself reading it (practice so you get it right—so that your reading expresses 
what you see/feel/hear in the poem). 

• Respond to the poem. Talk about why you chose this specific poem, and what you 
think is important or interesting about it. How does the poem make its meaning (you 
can talk about formal elements or style here, if you want)? 

• Create a slide for the poem--this can include anything you want from an important 
passage, to bullets 
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Collaborative Wiki Glossary of NA History, Cutlure and Terminology (50 points): For this 

assignment, you will each choose (at least) 5 of the following items, do a little research, and then 

complete the following: 
1. write up a paragraph or two that explains and defines the item, 
2. provide a works cited/link/further information, and 
3. suggest how the item connects to our texts. 

When is the assignment due? You should complete three of these before midterm (Week 8) 
and the next two before week 14. You can choose to complete another 2 for extra credit. 
 
Short Essay & Class Leader Presentation (100 points for the essay; 50 for the 
presentation: 150 points total). You will write one short essay (4-5 pages typed, double-
spaced: about 1200 words) in which you engage your "take" or interpretation of one of the 
novels. This assignment asks you to develop a close reading (literary analysis) of the novel as 
you articulate your original argument about it. You do not need to use outside sources, but if 
you choose to, they must be from scholarly sources and use MLA style for citation and 
bibliography. You are welcome to include one of the theoretical texts we are reading if it is 
useful to your argument, but this is not required. For these papers, we are most interested in 
what you have to say! The essay should make a coherent argument/interpretation about the 
novel, offering developed and supported textual analysis. There is a rubric available on 
MyCourses under “Assignments” 
 
The day you are assigned, you will also develop a brief (5-minute) presentation on your 
argument and have prepared a complex discussion question for the class. This will be the basis 
of our class discussion which you, and your peer-presenters, will lead. You will post your papers 
to MyCourses both under Assignments, and on the Discussion Board. You will sign up for the 
day on which you present this week. 
 
Final Research-based Project (Paper Proposal: 50 points; Annotated Bibliography: 100 
pointsl Research Presentation Board: 50 points; final essay: 200 points: 400 total): The 
culminating project of the semester asks you to draw from the theoretical and literary texts and 
ideas you’ve engaged all term and develop a research-based analytical essay on some aspect of 
the literature. The project itself can take a variety of forms, but should be about 10 pages in 
length. You might: 

• Write a researched literary analysis of one (at most two) of the novels; or 
• Write a literary criticism paper in which you use one of the theoretical text(s) to 

develop an argument about and interpretation of the literature, incorporating 
research; or 

• Write a literary criticism paper in which you examine an idea or trope in one of the 
texts we’ve read and in a couple of earlier NA literary texts—this requires both 
scholarly research and historical reading; or, 

• Write a literary criticism paper that is an author study—that means read a few 
additional texts by the one of our authors, and develop a research-based 
interpretation of a theme or idea or aesthetic you see in the work. 

 All projects include a Proposal, Annotated Bibliography, Essay, & Research 
Presentation 
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• This is the culmination of your work this semester, and is your chance to focus in on 
something that has particularly interested you. Your final paper is a researched 
literary analysis of one (at most two) of the novels, and includes several parts: 

 
Proposal: Write a 1-2-page paper proposal identifying your topic and reason for choosing it; 
your working thesis (argument) and "plan of attack" for supporting that thesis; the questions 
you are using to help guide your research; the specific novel(s) you hope to examine; any 
difficulties, questions, or problems you anticipate. This is the place you should begin to 
articulate your ideas—You will get feedback, so ask questions as well.  
 
Annotated Bibliography: Provide alphabetized citations and annotations for 5-7 scholarly 
sources you are considering for use in your paper: type a citation in MLA format for each 
source; type a brief summary of the article or book (2-3 sentences) identifying the author's 
central argument and important elements of that argument; briefly state how each text might 
be useful for your essay (2-3 sentences).  
 
Research Presentation Board: As a way to help you prepare for your final essay, you will 
present your ideas for your paper and your research to the class on May 1. It's a good idea to 
pose questions as well for your peers—what are you trying to argue? What are you worried 
about? This is a peer-workshop before the paper! 
 
Essay: This is your chance to really pursue something that has interested you this semester, 
so follow your interests. You might work from an idea we've covered in class, seek a topic 
that connects our readings to your outside interests, introduce an analysis that contributes in 
some other way to our studies, or engage a close reading of a particular novel. Please feel 
free to talk with me about your ideas—I'm here to help! Regardless of what you choose to 
pursue, your final paper should integrate both close literary analysis of a text we've covered 
in class and a synthesis and engagement of scholarly texts that deal with your topic or text. 

 Your topic should be suitable for a 12-page paper that will enable you to 
demonstrate your ability to read a text closely and critically. When grading 
your essays, I will pay particular attention to your use of texts (both literary 
and scholarly), the originality of your approach, and the relevance and 
development of support for your thesis. 

 You must focus on at least one text that we've read in class. 
 Essays should be about 10-pages, typed, double-spaced, in MLA format 
 Include a Works Cited page in MLA format 
 Essays should be focused, well organized, and carefully proofread. 

• *If you have questions about my expectations or need help at any time during your writing 
process, please see me! I can—and will, if you ask—help every step of the process: 
brainstorming, directing research, developing organization and writing, etc. 

  
 


