
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Cathy Smilan 
 

 
Email: csmilan@umassd.edu (preferred)  

Online Office hours: Synchronized online through Mycourses (zoom link)  
Monday 2-3 and Thursday 2-4pm zoom 

Other times by appointment Office Phone: 508-910-6594 
 

Readings/due dates subject to change with notice to accommodate student learning needs. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Applies visual studio skills in the exploration of student 
developed inquiry question. Rigorous examination of studio practice from a research and 
theoretical perspective is designed to help students apply their studio practice to their 
teaching practice, thus informing both methodologies. Visual documentation analysis is 
explored from the perspective of artist/researcher/teacher through utilization of the Arts-
based research (ABR) paradigm in arts education. 

 
COURSE GOALS: To understand ABR paradigms as applied to work as a studio artist and 
as an art educator. This course is designed to introduce graduate students to (ABR) 
paradigms and methodologies as applied to studio inquiry in the student’s chosen medium.  
 
Graduate Studio: Art Practice as Visual Research requires students to conduct individual 
studio work for 6 hours per week, either in a cross-listed studio course or in their own 
studio. Work should explore a well-defined inquiry question established by the student and 
improved by the instructor. 
Additionally, students will meet for bi-monthly critiques, create a web-based visual 
documentation forum and author an artist statement incorporating ABR methodology. 
Analysis of visual documentation data will be presented through powerpoint, web-based 
medium and/or poster session that applies the investigation to art education teaching 
practice. 

 
OUTCOMES: 
Students will 

1. Develop an understanding of ABR paradigms. 
2. Develop a research question around which to explore their studio process. 
3. Increase skills in studio work through practice and continuing review. 
4. Increase skills in critiquing art through practice. 
5. Examine issues of ABR relevant to Art Education 
6. Design and present Power Point lecture of work 
7. Attend two art openings (minimum) 
8. Write an ABR artist statement and methodology 
9. Become prepared for subsequent graduate courses that incorporate studio and ABR 

 
PROFESSIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS: 
A: Plans curriculum and instructions B: Delivers effective instruction 
C: Manages classroom climate and operations  
E: Meets Professional Responsibilities 

AED 630 – Graduate Studio: Art Practice as Visual Research 
Course Syllabus Fall 2020 

Thursdays 4:00-6:50 
Synchronized Online - Via MyCourses 



REQUIRED READING: 
1. Bastos, F. & Zimmerman, E. (Eds.) Connecting Creativity Research and Practice in Art 

Education. Reston, VA: NAEA. Select chapters available on e-reserve through 
Claire T. Carney Library. 

2. Bayles, D. & Orland, T. (2001) Art and Fear. 
3. Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.). 

Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 
 

Articles provided in mycouses from: 
 

1. Miraglia, K. & Smilan, C. (Eds). (2014) Inquiry in Action: Paradigms, Methodologies 
and Perspectives in Art Education Research. Reston, VA: National Art Education 
Association (NAEA). 

 
2. Leavy, P. (2015). Method Meets Art: Arts-based research practice. New York: Guilford 
Press. Chapters 7 & 8. Resource available on e-reserve 

 
3. Knowles, J. G., & Cole, A. L. (2008). Handbook of the Arts in Qualitative Research. 

Los Angeles, CA: Sage Publications. Resource available in Grad Room library. 
Select chapters available on e-reserve Claire T. Carney Library. 

 
Recommended Reading: 

1. Buster, K. & Crawford, P. (2009) The Critique Handbook: The Student's 
Sourcebook and Survival Guide. 

Please familiarize yourself with the student responsibilities and regulations, academic 
policy and procedures: http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/ 
Students should be aware that suspect assignments (e.g., those without drafts, without 
works cited pages, or with large departures in style) will be submitted to SafeAssign by the 
instructor for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism. Submitted assignments will be 
included in the UMass Dartmouth dedicated databases of assignments. These databases of 
assignments will be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism during the 
grading process during this term and in the future. Students must provide an electronic 
copy of their assignment to the instructor for submission to the service when plagiarism is 
suspected, in order to receive a grade on the assignment and to avoid possible sanctions. 

 
Please familiarize yourself with this system by reading the information at 
the following link: 
http://www.umassd.edu/cits/id/mycoursesfaculty/onlinelearning/plagiaris
mdetectionservices/ 
Helpful links to using myCourses: 
Getting started with myCourses—link to UMass Dartmouth technology portal 
http://www.umassd.edu/cits/instructional/development/student/student_started.cfm 

 
Student resources for myCourses: 
http://www.umassd.edu/cits/id/student/ 

 
myCourses Information 
Logging into myCourses 
Registered students will receive their login information via their UMassD Logon (email account). 

 
1. Open a web browser and go to http://dartmouth.umassonline.net. 



2. Enter your UMass Dartmouth Logon username(email account) and password in the 
appropriate fields and click "Login." 

For example: ssmith2@umassd.edu, the myCourses 
username would be “ssmith2” 

 
Changing your Password 

 
If you are having difficulty logging in to myCourses, you may need to change your UMassD 
Logon password by visiting: https://email.umassd.edu/password/ 

 
*Remember, this will change your password for both the UMass Dartmouth Logon and 
myCourses accounts. 

 
For further assistance, please email cit_am@umassd.edu or call (508)999-8532 or (508)999-8528. 

 
Getting Help 

 
myCourses Online Help Resources 
http://www.umassd.edu/cits/help/ 

 
Download the myCourses Student Guide 
http://www.umassd.edu/cits/id/student/ 
Click on Getting Started in myCourses Student Guide (pdf) 

 
Contact Information 
For technical difficulties with the myCourses interface, please contact support with the 
contact information provided below. 

Students in online courses seeking help should: 
• Send email to mycourseshelp@umassd.edu, or 
• Call the Student IT Service Center at 508-999-8884 or visit the library lower level. 

 
For a quicker response, please contact support via the email addresses provided. 
Typically, the myCourses support staff respond to requests within 24-36 hours or 
sooner. 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Extra help: I am always available during office hours. Email is the most expedient way of 
receiving a reply. It is worth the time and effort to email me with progress reports and 
questions. I will be glad to look over and edit any drafts you send as an email attachment. 
Please send drafts AHEAD of the due date so that you have time to modify before the 
assignment is due. If you have important issues, questions, or dilemmas that need attention, 
do not wait until the next class meeting to get in touch with me. You may arrange to meet 
with me for as many individual consolations as needed. 
Classroom policies: 

• Use of copyrighted materials without proper citation is strictly prohibited. 
• Students will treat all class participants with respect. Private conversations, 

while a class member or instructor is speaking, are distracting. 
• Emails should be addressed appropriately with respectful tone. It is important to 

check your umassd email account as updates and reminders will be sent throughout 
the course. 

• The use of cell phones or electronic devices, should be set to silent when in class. 
Please do not text during class, please do not leave class to answer a call unless it is 
an emergency. 



• You may snack during class when appropriate. Please do not bring a meal in the 
classroom, as this will hinder your ability to participate and distract others. Please 
be respectful and use discretion. 

• If you are in need of help, or would like to discuss your progress in class, please 
contact me via email or phone before the end of the semester. Please know that I am 
available to help through as many individual consultations as needed. If you have a 
dilemma, issue, question or concern that needs attention please contact me before the 
next class. 

Written Materials: All written material must abide by the specifications outlined in the 
Publication manual of the American Psychological Association, 7th edition. 

For help please visit http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 
Please utilize the Writing Center on campus for editing of written assignments, specifically 
for organization, grammar, and APA formatting/ citations. Please plan accordingly to 
ensure editing is complete before the assignment is due. 
Incomplete grades: The incomplete policy states that 75% of the course must be already 
completed. If you feel you require an, you need to email me and state your reasons for the 
incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 
UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain a high standard of academic integrity 
and scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty, whether as a 
result of failure to understand proper academic and scholarly procedure, or as an act of 
intentional dishonesty. Academic dishonesty is defined as attempting to obtain academic 
credit for work that is not one’s own. Academic Regulations and Procedures including 
Academic Integrity Policy: 
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/academicregulationsa
ndprocedures/ 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 
accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the 
beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for 
Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center, which is located in Liberal Arts, Room 016; phone: 
508.999.8711. 
Title IX Information: The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as 
to explore a universe of ideas, to encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and 
to foster the development of critical and analytical thinking skills. In many classes, 
including this one, students and faculty examine and analyze challenging and controversial 
topics. 
If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, 
please discuss the matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources available 
from the Counseling Center, www.umassd.edu/counseling, 508-999-8648 or -8650, or the 
Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender, and Sexuality, 
www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence, 508-910-4584. In an emergency contact the Department 
of Public Safety at 508-999-9191, 24 hours a day. 
UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires 
that faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of 
sexual harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or 
via email. These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, 
relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to 
help students locate appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student 
to the faculty member requires that the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX 
Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure 
that the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the 
disclosure not be shared. 

 



 
GRADING CRITERIA: 
Attendance: Class attendance is mandatory. You are responsible for notifying your 
professor in advance if you are unable to attend class. Only emergency absences will be 
excused and all work missed must be completed by due dates. Please make arrangements 
with a classmate to provide notes/information for missed classes. Clarity and quality of all 
assignments, including the understanding and use of APA. Assignments must be handed in 
on time. 
 
Demonstration of an understanding of art-based research paradigms: Class participation, 
discussions of readings, Continuing demonstration of weekly studio process and eventual 
product, meaningful participation in class critiques and Final Power Point presentation, final 
paper. 

 
Assignments with Grading Points 
 

Percentage Assignments and Description Due Date 
20% Online and in-class discussion and postings. All assigned 

readings and reflection pages, process images and video 
On-going 

15% Critique notes and peer review. Virtual studio process 
annotated images and reflections (study data sets) 

On-going 

30% Studio Work (minimum 3 pieces) September 24 
October 15 
November 5 

25% Final Paper – Artists Statement based on Inquiry Question, 
Literature Review including artistic influences, Methodology 
Analysis, Results, Discussion and Conclusions (10-15 pages) 

November 25 
*Wednesday 

10% Final Presentations December 3 
100%   

 
 
Each of the assignments in this class build upon each other. The short reflections are designed to 
help you collect data and prepare your paper and presentation, as well as help you to analyze your 
artistic decision making throughout your process. This will help you become more cognizant of 
your work as and artist and, ultimately, as a teacher guiding others to make artistic choices. 
 
* Students must dedicate a minimum of 6 hours per week to studio research. Students are highly 
encouraged to cross register for an upper level undergrad course in the area of their art 
investigation. (For example 3XX or 4XX painting courses—some professors are willing to work 
independently with MAE students). Adequate weekly studio progress must be maintained in 
order to pass this required course. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Each week, you must photograph your in progress studio work. Stop working 
every 30 minutes and take a photograph. Put the photos into a pptx** and 
upload each week into mycourses with a reflection about what you did, why 
you made those visual decisions and what you would do differently. 

1. In addition to photos, make a journal entry each time you stop. This will be used for 
your reflection and for your analysis for your ABR report. It will also serve as a 
guide for your artist statement. 

2. You will be making a video of your in-studio work due October 8, 2020. 
3.  **Throughout the process, refer to artist references when making your work. This 

includes both visual images and written statements, critiques, articles about the 
work (by historians, curators, and/or critics). Each week, include at least one artist 
image and statement that influenced your process that week. 

4. The ARB research report includes a short literature review from class readings(3 
pages) , a review of artist influences –from your weekly work (2 pages). Your 
conceptual statement, methodology (1/2 page) analysis of data (1/2 page), results 
(include your final images and any significant process images that support your 
themes) (1 page w/o images), discussion of your results and process related to your 
themes and concepts (2-3 pages), and a conclusion (1 page). Approximately 10 
pages. Your report must have a title page, a 150 word abstract and complete 
references and must comply with APA standards. 

5. Final Presentation- include at least 3 final images of your studio work. Interweave 
your artist statement with a few literature references. Make sure your concept is 
clearly stated, your themes are identified and give a discussion of your results. 
Limit words per slide. Bullet important information. 

 
Due to the size of the class, we will have groups for critiques. We will hold critiques each class 
period, so your attendance and preparation is essential. Feedback is always available online as 
you will be posting and commenting each week on your group’s questions and images. 
Additional critique time is always available by appointment with instructor. You are responsible 
for posting your process images each week with 1-2 questions as well as responding to your 
group members’ questions. You can ask them additional questions about their decisions. This if 
part of the data for the analysis, without it, you cannot succeed in the course. Please participate. 

 
 
 
MEETING/DUE DATES – [please see assignments in weekly folders on mycourses] 

 
September 3, 2020. Course Overview; Introductions; Create Groups; Class Structure and Process 

 
September 10, 2020 Group Critiques, Discussion of Reading 

 
September 17, 2020 Group Critiques, Discussion of Reading 

 
  September 24, 2020 Final Whole Class Critique – Piece # 1 

First Completed Studio Piece with Artist Statement due 



October 1 - Group Critique piece #2 
 
October 8, 2020 - Video presentation due (5 minute clip) / Group Critique piece #2 

 
October 15, 2020 – Final Critique - Completed Studio Piece #2 with Artist Statement due 

 
October 22, 2020 – Critique Studio Piece #3  

- Draft of artist statement /artistic influences due 
 
October 29, 2020 – Critique Studio Piece #3  

  
  

 November 5, 2020 – Final Critique Completed Studio Piece #3 with Artist Statement due 
- HW – Round Robin Peer Editing of Literature Review 

 
 November 12, 2020 Literature Review Draft Due  
   In Class Data Analysis 
 
November 19, 2020- In class work on Results and Discussion 

 
  *November 25, 2020 Final Paper due for grading [WEDNESDAY] 
 
December 3, 2020 Final Presentations 

 


